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CONTENT 

As not all works are eligible for grant, this leaflet will cover the           

following subjects: 

Management fees and preliminary costs 

Eligible structural works 

Eligible works to the building envelope 

Eligible restoration/reinstatement of architectural details and     

features 

What is eligible for grant? 

Eligible costs cover only the structural and external repair of historic 

buildings which are in use, and can include the following: 

MANAGEMENT FEES AND PRELIMINARY COSTS 

Professional fees 

Expenditure on fees for qualified professional advisers is eligible for 

grant provided that they belong to one of the recognised institutions: 

normally architects (but not architectural technicians) or chartered     

surveyors with an appropriate level of specialist experience. Full         

professional fees for architectural services are only eligible if the        

professional adviser inspects work in progress and is responsible for its 

certification on completion i.e. the service involves the supervision and 

certification of works on site up to completion and not just design. Full 

professional fees are as defined by the Royal Institute of British Archi-

tects (RIBA) - the provision of design services from RIBA Stage C (outline 

design) to L (after practical completion). 

 

Should the applicant be a suitably qualified and experienced professional who 

wishes to undertake the professional work themselves, they can do so subject to 

the grant aiding bodies’ approval. However, the applicant’s professional fees 

would not be eligible for grant in this case. 

Design fees are not an eligible cost if the grant award is unsuccessful. 

Scaffolding 

Scaffolding is an eligible cost. 

Fees for planning permission and listed building consent 

Spending on fees associated with planning permission, building regulations, and 

listed building consent are eligible for grant, as long as these fees clearly relate to 

the building and eligible works the grant is being used for. 
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ELIGIBLE STRUCTURAL WORKS 

Eligible structural works include the following: 

Consolidation or reinforcement of the existing structure, using 

the most conservative approach practicable 

Appropriate repairs to timber frames, roof structure, beams, floor 

joists and other structural timbers, based on a careful and        

comprehensive survey of the existing structure. We cannot       

however accept in situ reinforced resin repairs to structural       

timbers unless justified on the grounds of avoiding major            

disturbance to historic fabric. The treatment of non-structural    

timber elements is not an eligible grant cost. 

The eradication of dry-rot and wet rot will only be grant eligible if 

it is part of a larger scheme involving the repair of external eligible 

items to which the rot outbreak can be attributed, for example 

faulty roof valleys. Dry rot eradication and appropriate                

conservation based timber preservative treatments should be 

based on analysis and specification by an independent consultant 

with conservation expertise (whose fees are also eligible).           

Non-destructive techniques and non-toxic applications should be 

used wherever possible. 

The elimination of an infestation of wood boring beetles and other 

insect attack will only be grant eligible if it is part of a larger 

scheme involving the repair of external eligible items and if      

structural problems directly affecting the external appearance of 

the building have been caused by the attack. Associated internal 

work is not eligible. 

 

 

Damp-proofing by traditional methods, but only where damp is causing 

structural damage to the building. Damp-eradication measures, such as     

improved drainage, the introduction of French drains, or the lowering of 

ground levels, are preferable where practicable. Chemical injection damp 

proof courses (DPCs) are not recommended and are not grant eligible. 
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ELIGIBLE WORKS TO THE BUILDING ENVELOPE 

Roof 

Eligible works relating to the roof include the following: 

Re-roofing in natural materials traditional to the area, normally to 
match the historic covering and pattern, using new materials and/
or salvaging and re-using sound existing materials where possible 
(or both). Repairs to the roof structure and high level external    
elements should be undertaken at the same time taking care to 
protect and re-instate any original features such as stone skews, 
eaves, parapets and cornices. Original dormers or roof lights 
should be repaired on a like for like basis and features such as    
finials or cast/wrought iron brattishing repaired/reinstated as   
necessary. New dormers and modern skylights are not eligible for 
grant. Similarly, re-roofing with artificial slates (of any material) is 
not eligible for grant, nor is the use of roofing felt/acropol/rubber 
bond etc. as an alternative for lead for flat roofs or lining gutters. 

 
 For major roof works, slates should be stripped and stored for      
 re-use where practicably possible. Roof timbers should be checked 
 for fungal decay or insect attack and treated and repaired as       
 necessary to original details. Particular attention should be paid to 
 ensuring total elimination of dry rot. 
 

Repairs to chimneys, including lining or rebuilding if structurally 

essential, provided that the chimney is reinstated accurately to the 

historic height and profile; also replacement of the historic style of 

chimney pots/cans. The retention and repair of existing stacks or 

stalks may be a condition of grant offered to other works.  

 

 

 

Repair or renewal of existing leadwork, the provision of weatherings, and 

the re-forming of gutters to adequate falls, normally in line with the details 

and weights recommended by the Lead Sheet Association in ‘The Lead 

Sheet Manual’. 

The repair or replacement of rainwater goods in cast iron to match the    

original sections and pattern. (Alternative materials, such as aluminium, 

plastic, or glass-reinforced plastic (GRP) rainwater goods are not eligible). 

Repair or replacement in cast iron is practical, historically desirable and as 

the life expectancy is much greater than most other materials economically 

sensible. In overhauling cast iron rhones and downpipes, they should be 

thoroughly derusted and primed and repainted, both inside and out. 
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External features 

Eligible works relating to external features include the following: 

Stone 

The repair of external stonework and brickwork, including decora-

tive elements, to an appropriate specification and using as near a 

match in natural stone for the original masonry in terms of colour, 

texture and porosity as possible. Where stones are not structurally 

defective there is a presumption that these should be retained  

rather than replaced, and indenting of new stone kept to a         

minimum. Coursing and tooled surface finish of new stones should 

match the original. Plastic in situ resin-based mortar repairs to 

brickwork and stonework are not eligible and the use of specialist 

masonry mortars built up on a nonferrous armature may only be 

eligible for minor, relatively unobtrusive areas. Fully marked up, 

detailed drawings will be essential to allow this work to be       

monitored on site. 

Where stones are eroded more than 50mm or have lost their 

structural integrity, then new natural matching sandstone should 

be indented. Any badly decayed stones should be carefully cut out 

by hand and replaced in a matching stone cut to match the profiles 

and tooling of the original stone in its unweathered state. Indents 

must be at least 125mm thick, and if in ashlar or carved work they 

must be hewn to the appropriate form. The face of indents must 

be set on the line of the original face of the stone, and must not be 

artificially distressed or weathered to look old. 

 

 

 

Selective rebuilding of existing stonework and brickwork, if structurally    

necessary and to an agreed specification. Generally, this will be using        

salvaged existing materials, and/or new matching materials and should be 

preceded by a record survey of the existing. Only re-pointing which is     

structurally necessary, kept to the absolute minimum required and carried 

out to an appropriate specification is eligible. Comprehensive re-pointing for 

cosmetic reasons is therefore ineligible. 

The external cleaning of stonework and brickwork is only eligible where 

there is such a build-up of dirt, paint or built-up resin coatings on the surface 

that it must be removed in order to assess the extent of necessary repair, or 

where the surface build-up is damaging the fabric of the building by       

chemical action. Cleaning for cosmetic reasons is not eligible. Any cleaning 

which is agreed to be eligible must be undertaken to an approved           

specification and carried out by specialist conservation contractors. 

Pointing and Render 

Repairs to external render or harling and limited areas of renewal (there is a 

presumption against total substantial renewal, unless this is unavoidable) to 

an approved specification. Also eligible is the repair of applied details and 

features, such as cornices, string courses, window architraves, columns,   

pilasters and rusticated rendering. These should be repaired carefully and 

accurately to the historic form or profile, and as nearly as possible to the  

historic composition. GRP or similar replacement mouldings are not          

acceptable for grant, nor are proprietary in situ resin-based repair           

techniques, although small scale specialist masonry mortar repairs may be 

appropriate for areas of minor damage to decorative features. 
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If such a coating has been removed in recent years to the           

detriment of the performance and appearance of the building, its 

reinstatement may be the most appropriate form of repair. If 

stripped back areas reveal previously obscured evidence of later 

alterations, carved masonry marks etc, these should be notified 

to Rothesay THI and recorded before re-rendering.   

 

The mortar mixes, which should always be specified and agreed 

before work starts, should be based on traditional lime mortars. 

Grant awards will be subject to conditions requiring the approval 

of a sample area. 

Pointing will be considered for grant aid only where required for 

the consolidation and preservation of the building. Pointing mortar 

must always be confined to the joint and should not spread onto 

the face of the stones. 

Joints should be raked out to a depth of at least 50mm by hand. 

The mortar is to be well compacted into the joint in layers and 

brushed back from the face of the stone or brick. It should finish 

flush with, or slightly set back from, the faces of adjacent stones 

and not be polished or smeared over weathered areas of stone. 

Trowelled finishes and strap pointing are not acceptable.           

Over-hard mortar and hollow sounds when tapped are not         

acceptable and would nullify grant. 

 

 

Traditional lime mortars should be used. Advice on suppliers of lime putty 

and traditional mortar mixes should be obtained if necessary. Aggregates 

used in re-pointing should match existing mortar aggregates for texture and 

colour. Soft building sand is not appropriate. The strength of the mortar 

should reflect the strength of the stone or brickwork. For example,         

sandstone requires a weak mix while whinstone will allow a harder mortar 

bed but not so hard as to cause cracking and capillary pathways for water. 

The mortar mixes should always be specified and agreed before work starts. 

Grants will usually be subject to conditions requiring the approval of a    

sample area of pointing before the main work starts. 
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ELIGIBLE RESTORATION/REINSTATEMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL 

AND FEATURES 

Restoration 

The objective is to restore, in part or in full, elements of the exterior   

fabric of buildings which are essential to its design and character, such 

as ornamental masonry (including architectural sculpture) and other        

applied finishes and details. This can include joinery to historic patterns 

and ornamental metalwork such as balconies, railings, canopies and    

finials. However, restoration of architectural detail/features will only be 

eligible where the building is otherwise in good repair.  

Reinstatement 

Restoration of architectural detail/features can, if necessary, include  

reinstatement of missing features. Grant cannot however be provided 

for “conjectural restoration” works (that is works for which there is    

otherwise no firm historic evidence surviving on the building or recorded 

in photographs or drawings). Nor does it include works involving the  

reversal of alterations that are themselves of quality and interest. If an 

application is made to replace a shopfront for example, pictorial          

evidence must accompany an application for grant. 

Openings 

One of the most visually damaging elements of work to historic towns is 

the replacement of windows with inappropriately designed window 

units, using inappropriate materials such as plastic and aluminium. Such 

windows are not grant eligible. Secondary glazing is also not grant eligi-

ble. 

 

Reinstatement to a historic pattern, detail and opening mechanism may be eligible 

for windows, external doors and other external joinery which contributes to the 

character of the building and/or conservation area if this is in the historic material.  

The insertion of sealed double glazed units in traditional window designs is likely 

to lead to an unacceptable increase in the dimensions of astragals etc. that would 

not be historically accurate and should therefore be avoided. The insertion of dou-

ble-glazed units that alter the dimensions and cross-section of joinery are there-

fore not grant eligible for ‘B’ listed buildings. Slimline glazing may be grant eligible 

for ‘C’ listed and unlisted buildings depending on thickness and only in              

combination with an appropriate reinstatement.  

Draught–proofing is an eligible cost and is an appropriate means of upgrading the 

energy and acoustic performance of traditional windows in listed buildings. 

Replacements must be matching timber sash and case and maintain the existing, 

or where they are lost, restore the original astragal pattern, utilising matching 

timber sections. The match should be exact in material and section to the exist-

ing units where these are historically correct and joinery should normally be 

painted and not stained.  

The original pattern can often be found on old photographs or by carefully         

removing areas of paint to the sash to reveal roots of original astragals previously 

removed. 

Windows should be puttied at glazing and have a good quality paint finish          

externally, and replacement cills must be of good quality softwood or a temperate 

hardwood for painting. 
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Detailed drawings of any architectural features or joinery being re-

placed or renewed must be submitted alongside an application. An    

existing window that is to be kept can be used to agree details on any 

new ones. Terms such as “shall match existing” will not be acceptable 

without a clear understanding of all the details required. Examples of 

joinery being replaced must be  retained for direct comparison. 

No factory made door is acceptable, nor are flush doors with applied 

mouldings. Transom lights can be reinstated if these were originally a 

feature and there is historic evidence to justify this. 

Your contractor must identify from where timber will be sourced as part 

of your application. 

OTHER INELIGIBLE COSTS 

Archaeological works 

Archaeological works or surveys are not eligible for grant under the 

scheme. 

Surveys and plans 

Grant is not available under the scheme for condition, structural or   

technical surveys, nor is it available for feasibility studies or any other 

similar plans/studies. 

Internal repairs are only eligible if they result directly from repairs to the 

structure, or are vital to its preservation, and only if the public has      

access to the building by virtue of its use, such as a shop or restaurant.  

Routine maintenance (clearing gutters etc.), and redecoration is ineligible for 

grant, unless the decoration is needed as a direct result of eligible repair. 

 

Contact Details 

If you would like further information or to discuss the eligibility of your proposed 

scheme contact the project office: 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs Lorna Pearce 
THI Officer 
Rothesay THI, Eaglesham House 
Mountpleasant Road 
Rothesay, Isle of Bute 
PA20 9HQ 
  
Tel: 01700 501 374/07901 102 817 
Email: lorna.pearce@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

A window guide is available to download from the THI website. 
  


