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1) Introduction 

This report outlines past, present and future plans for maintenance of the A83 Kennacraig to 

Campbeltown Road; it provides details of strategic improvements currently being planned for 

implementation in future years; it also provides details of diversionary routes, for which the 

Council has a responsibility, which are used during times of closure on the A83 Trunk Road. 

 

2) Previous Years’ Plans 

The report attached in Appendix A was produced in March 2010 following the severe winter 

of 2009/2010; it highlights 5 particular locations where works were required at that time.  

Locations highlighted at the time were as follows:- 

1 North of Clachan 

2 North of Tayinloan 

3 Glenbarr 

4 Bellochantuy 

5 North of Campbeltown 

Surfacing work, funded by the 2010 to 2011 and 2011 to 2012 capital budgets was carried 

out at locations 1, 2 and 4 (Clachan, Tayinloan and Bellochantuy).  Limited works have been 

carried out at locations 3 and 5, (Glenbarr and North of Campbeltown), with further works 

planned in the capital reconstruction programme for this year and future years. 

 

3) Current Plans – 2012 to 2013 Capital Roads Reconstruction Programme 

  

3.1) A83 Kennacraig to Campbeltown Road 

Preparation work is already in progress at 2 of the 3 schemes identified in this year’s 

capital reconstruction programme - at both Kennacraig and Rhunahaorine.  Scheme 

locations and their respective budgets are as follows:- 

 Kennacraig to Clachan   £220,000 

 Achnafad to Rhunahaorine   £185,000 

 Kilmaho       £95,000 

Location plans for these schemes are shown in Appendix B.  The previous schemes 

were identified using information provided by WDM Ltd following their annual 



SCANNER survey of the roads network (See also section 4 below).  The above 

budget, allocated to the A83, represents approximately 55% of the total allocation for 

Kintyre. 

 

3.2) B8024 Kilberry Road 

The Kilberry Road is often used as a diversionary road for traffic during times when it 

is necessary to close the A83 Trunk Road between Inverneil and Stonefield; this will 

happen on occasion for emergency works and planned roadworks.  A special 

scheme budget of £700,000 has been allocated for surface dressing this road.  Some 

strengthening works will be carried out using this budget, but generally, treatment will 

seal the road surface from the ingress of water – but not strengthen. 

Location plans and treatment types are shown in Appendix C of this report. 

 

4) Future Plans 

 

4.1) Capital Roads Reconstruction Programme 

Appendix D of this report provides WDM-based location plans which indicate the 

condition of the A83 at the time of the last network SCANNER survey.  Where an 

area of the road is coloured red, this indicates that some form of intervention is 

required.  It should be noted that some of these areas have already been treated.  

Based on this information and, of course, surveys carried out by experienced staff, a 

draft list of potential schemes for years 2013 to 2014 and 2014 to 2015 has been 

produced.  Schemes for future years will constantly be under review to take 

cognisance of any ongoing deterioration of the road surface.  Presently, scheme 

locations and budgets are as follows:- 

o Rhunahaorine South      £75,000 

o Glenbarr     £210,000* 

o South of Clachan    £135,000 

o Drum to Westport    £150,000 

o Kilmaho to Drum    £100,000* 

Areas denoted thus, * , are areas previously highlighted in the 2010 report which 

were considered at that time to be in need of attention. 

 

4.2) Proposed Edge and Drainage Improvements 

A list of schemes is currently being compiled for improvement works on the A83 

Road between Kennacraig and Campbeltown.  These schemes will involve widening 

the road corridor to provide land for drainage improvements whilst, in some 

instances, providing the ground necessary to allow curve widening to take place.  It is 



likely that land-acquisition discussions with relevant landowners will proceed shortly.   

Proposed locations and scheme details are provided in Appendix E. 

 

 4.3) South of Muasdale Improvement Works 

This is a project being taken forward by Greenpower with Council 

involvement.  Greenpower are constructing a windfarm near Taynuilt and they 

propose to import some of the components through Campbeltown.  They require to 

widen the road on the hill about 1 mile south of Muasdale to allow their deliveries to 

take place as the existing alignment is too restrictive. This scheme will involve major 

earthworks and realignment of the road.  The Council is working closely with 

Greenpower as it is in the Council’s interests to ensure that any works carried out 

meet with Council aspirations for the long term benefits of road users.   

Blackwell, Greenpower’s contractor, are presently establishing themselves on site 

with works about to commence.  The works at Muasdale will take place over the 

forthcoming spring and summer months this year. 

 

5) The Rest and be Thankful and the A819 Inveraray to Dalmally Diversionary 

Route 

Similarly to the Kilberry Road, the A819 Inveraray to Dalmally Road is used as a diversion 

route when it becomes necessary to close the A83 Trunk Road – in this case, at the Rest 

and be Thankful.    

The A819 is recognised as a main strategic route in Argyll.  As such, the A819 has been the 

target for major resurfacing and reconstruction works in recent years.  Funding for this year 

(2012 to 2013) will be twice the amount allocated in the previous financial year (2011 to 

2012).  Funding has been allocated to schemes on the A819 as follows:- 

Last year - 2011 to 2012 

Three Bridges     £150,000 

Achlain to Innistrynich    £200,000 Total £350,000 

This year - 2012 to 2013 

 A85 Junction to Kilchum castle View  £350,000 

 Inverary to Stronmagachan   £235,000 

 Cladich         £37,500 

 Inveraray North          £77,500 Total £700,000 

 



Following the recent mudslide and instability problems at the Rest and be Thankful, various 

design solutions are being considered by Transport Scotland.  Whilst the appraisal of options 

reaches its conclusion, the Council has added their contribution of £100,000 towards the 

upgrading of the Glen Croe forestry route.  It seems likely that any local diversionary route 

chosen at the Rest and be Thankful will involve the use of the B828 Glenmore Road which 

is, of course, the responsibility of Argyll and Bute Council. 

 

6) Conclusion 

Past, present and future works on the A83, as highlighted in this report, have been targeted 

at areas most in need of treatment – as identified by both SCANNER surveys and staff 

surveys.  In line with the Council’s Roads ‘Asset Management & Maintenance Strategy’, 

decisions regarding the targeting of available funding within Kintyre have been made on an 

asset management basis i.e. funding has been allocated, not only on an engineering-needs 

basis, but directed to the strategic network where the majority of road users will benefit.    

Delivery of this year’s, and future years’, capital programmes on the A83 Road has, and will 

continue to be, based on the need to reduce reactive maintenance and ensure that the 

Council carries out its obligations as laid out in the Road Maintenance and Asset 

Management Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

2010 A83 REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A83 Campbeltown Road – Kennacraig to Campbeltown   5 March 2010 

Report on Sites Requiring Treatment 

 

Introduction 

This report has been produced at the behest of Councillor John Semple. Those sections of 

the A83 Campbeltown Road showing major signs of deterioration have been assessed and 

the likely cost for suitable treatment has been identified for each site.  The sections 

considered are as follows:- 

 North of Clachan 

 North of Tayinloan 

 Glenbarr 

 Bellochantuy 

 North of Campbeltown 

It should be noted that there are numerous sections of the A83 requiring remedial works, 

however, the five sections identified are considered to be those showing the worst signs of 

deterioration.  

 

A83 North of Clachan 

This section lies mainly to the north of Clachan. 

 

 

A83 North of Clachan 

 



 The existing carriageway surface at this location comprises of old surface dressing over 

an oxidised bituminous surface. This surface is both potholing & wearing through to the 

lower layer.  This deterioration will continue if left untreated. 

 

 A 280m long critical section will be resurfaced from the ‘frost-heave budget’ this 

financial year – highlighted in red on the attached plan in Appendix A. This is 

approximately 10% of the overall area requiring treatment; the budget for this work is 

£25,000. The most critical section to be treated lies on the hill north of Clachan.  

Gradients and bends on this section increases stress on the surface and this has 

accelerated surface deterioration. The area of proposed overlay cannot be patched as 

a permanent solution as the surface is too weak to tie into. 

 

 The remaining 2,900m long section which requires treatment is highlighted in yellow on 

the plan in Appendix A. 

 

 The remainder of the hill will be reassessed for inclusion in the 2010/11 capital 

programme.  Approximate costs are expected to be in the region of £80,000 

 

 The level sections to the north & south of Clachan hill are unlikely to be included in the 

2010/11capital programme without excluding a large proportion of the proposals for the 

remaining network.  Approximate costs are expected to be in the region of £180,000 

 

A83 North of Tayinloan 

This section has several drainage issues in addition to the poor surface condition. 

 

 

A83 North of Tayinloan 



 The overall section length requiring treatment is 5,200m - highlighted in yellow on the 

plan in Appendix A. 

 

 The existing surfacing is a mix of old surfacing and permanent and temporary 

repairs. 

 

 Repairs have been carried out to the drainage along this section with further work 

required prior to carrying out surfacing work. 

 

 This area has scattered potholes that have been ‘screeded’, with a few short areas 

that would warrant overlay. Some areas on the Tayinloan straights will not hold 

patching as the existing bituminous surfacing is too weak. 

 

  While the straights are in poor condition they can be maintained and will tend to 

deteriorate at a steady rate. 

 

 Costs for resurfacing are likely to be in the region of £550,000.  Some of this funding 

may be made available from next year’s capital budget. 

 

A83 Glenbarr 

This section has been surface dressed in recent years although further patching is required. 

 

 

A83 Glenbarr 

 

 



 This 2,200m long section is highlighted in yellow on the plan – Appendix A. 

 

 The existing surface is generally surface dressing over old surfacing. 

 

 The surface suffers from sporadic potholes with a few localised clusters. One main 

drainage issue has been highlighted north of the village access - formalised drainage 

will be installed this coming financial year. There are also longitudinal ruts in the 

wheel tracks at the south of Glenbarr which carry water down the hill. 

 

 Most of these repairs will suit permanent patching works.  This work will be carried 

out under the revenue maintenance budget.  Whilst this section requires limited 

surfacing work, it remains in a better condition than other sites mentioned in this 

report. 

 

A83 Bellochantuy 

This section has developed sections with significant pothole issues along the wheel tracks. 

 

A83 Bellochantuy 

 This 1,100m long section is highlighted in yellow on the plan Appendix A. 

 

 The surface consists of surface dressing over old surfacing. 

 

 Potholes have developed along the wheel tracks at several locations. These will suit 

repair by overlay or planing out ¼ carriageway & resurfacing with a mini paver. 

 

 Again, as with Glenbarr, this site should remain in a better condition than other sites 

mentioned in this report.  Work here will be carried out under the revenue 

maintenance budget.   



A83 Kilchenzie to Campbeltown 

This section has had regulating laid over several areas of major deterioration. 

 

 

A83 North of Campbeltown 

 

 The 4,900m long section is highlighted in yellow and red on the plan in Appendix A 

 

 Of the overall section, at least 3,200m highlighted in red requires a variety of edge 

strengthening, regulating & overlay work. 

 

 Most of this section lies on the haul route between Campbeltown and Machrihanish 

air base and will be subjected to particularly heavy stresses over the coming years. 

 

 Regulating and surfacing works required for this 3,200m section of road, along with 

regulating and surface dressing for the remaining 1,700m is likely to cost in the 

region of £500,000.  

 

 This work will have to be planned for future years when a suitable budget is available 

although it is likely that some works will be carried out from this forthcoming year 

financial year’s capital budget.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

Of the five sites surveyed for this report, significant expenditure is required in at least three 

locations.  Once works have been carried out under the auspices of the ‘frost damage 

budget’ and the next financial year’s capital budget, it is likely that several hundred thousand 

pounds of funding will still be required to fully reinstate the carriageway at the locations 

highlighted. 

Where funding is not forthcoming, the road will continue to be maintained in a safe condition 

using the roads maintenance revenue budget.  

Many sections of the A83 are of sub-standard width, however, this report deals solely with 

the works required to return the carriageway to its previous condition prior to deterioration.  

Further significant funding would be required to carry out widening works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

A83 – 2012 TO 2013 CAPITAL RECONSTRUCTION SCHEMES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

KILBERRY ROAD SURFACE DRESSING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

WDM ROAD CONDITION DATA – A83 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS – A83 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Proposed Edge and Drainage Improvements 

 

LOCATION 
ROAD 
WIDTH 

DRAINAGE EDGE STRENGTHENING 

1- Kennacraig 5.3m - 5.5m 1m x 0.7m verge 2m off c/way with poorly maintained offlets cut. Two 
culverts which are partially blocked drain the water underneath the road. 
Offlets and culverts are not properly functioning. 

C/way is narrow especially on bend and edge 
of road construction largely broken up 
resulting in the pooling of water and poor 
driving conditions. 

2 - Whitehouse/      
Redhouse 

5.5m - 5.6m Redhouse -  there is a 2m verge and a  1m wide ditch running along the 
southbound carriageway. There are poorly maintained offlets cut in the 
verge which are in need of maintenance. There are numerous potholes 
and areas of depression in the roads surface, this allows surface water to 
gather and restricts it from flowing to the offlets. Water collected from the 
ditch runs into a filter drain which flows into a culvert under the road and 
into a burn,. 

Carriageway edging is cracked and broken 
throughout the whole area leading to 
potholes and pooling of water. It also creates 
narrow areas in a carriageway which is in 
need of widening. 

3 - Ronachan 5m - 5.5m Side entry gullies are in place along the kerbed northbound side which run 
into a ditch behind a footpath. The majority of gullies seem to be working 
however there is still a clear lack of maintenance. The southbound 
carriageway has a verge varying between 1m and 2m with a wall situated 
at the back. There is the odd offlet which seem to do little to help draining 
any surface water. 

There are potholes within the surfacing along 
with areas of edges breaking away. Theses 
issues are not as serious as others however 
the carriageway could benefit from being 
widened. 

4 - Ballochroy   Since inspection this area has been resurfaced.   

5 - Approach to 
Tayinloan 

5.4m Existing drainage at this section is non existent. Large quantities of surface 
water run down both sides of the carriageway to Dalmore Bridge where 
offlets allow some of it to drain into the burn. The volume of water and 
the distance needed to travel creates major problems for this section. 
There is a verge on either side with an average width of 1.5m on either 
side. 

The carriageway is very narrow, widening 
would be an issue due to the restricted 
verges on either side. 

6 - Tayinloan 5.4m - 5.6m Within Tayinloan there are side entry gullies incorporated into the kerbed 
northbound side. The gullies are blocked and have been poorly maintained 
resulting in surface water flowing down to the ferry junction where the 
gullies are also blocked. The southbound carriageway has offlets which run 
into a ditch and drain into a burn. There is large areas of surface water 
present on the carriageway especially on the southern side where the 
existing filter drain is not coping with amount of water. Limited space on 
the Southbound side restricts drainage. 

The carriageway is very narrow on bends 
leaving Tayinloan however widening would 
also be an issue due to the restricted verges 
on either side. 

7 - Muasdale 5.25m - 
5.6m  

There is a unmaintained filter drain at sections along the southbound 
carriageway which is not efficient. The sections without drain consist of a 
2m - 3m verge up until wall/fence. The northbound carriageway does not 
appear to have any drainage techniques to cater for surface water. 

Sections of the road edge are broken and 
breaking away into the carriageway. Limited 
room on the southbound sides provides little 
allowance for widening on that side. 

8 - North of Glenbarr 5.2m - 5.5m Ditch present on southbound side around 500mm wide and 300mm deep. 
Minimal offlets to allow for drainage into ditch. The lack of offlets and size 
of ditch results in the water lying on the surface of the carriageway. 

Edge and surface as a whole is relatively bad 
at this area. Several areas have been patched 
however they are likely to break up again. 

9 - South of Glenbarr 5.5m - 5.7m There is currently a ditch alongside the southbound carriageway collecting 
running water from the field to the east. There is a 3m verge which would 
allow for a bigger ditch in order to ensure water from the field does not 
run onto the carriageway. 

Parts of the edge are broken up however no 
immediate concerns. 

10 -  Bellochantuy   Since inspection this area has been resurfaced.   

    



 


