
 

 
Spaces for People: Tobermory Consultation Results 
 
 

 
1.1. Following the Spaces for People Funding award, an on-line public consultation 

was undertaken on potential temporary interventions in order to gather 
community, resident and business feedback on the proposals.  The consultation 
was available on the Council’s consultation webpage for 10 days (16 to 26 July). 
The consultation was promoted via a press release, social media posts, email to 
all community councils, provision of information via business and community 
groups and via economic development officer’s local contacts.   
 

1.2. A total of 192 responses were received to the survey for Tobermory.  The 
majority (175 / 91%) were from individuals, with 13 (7%) from businesses and 3 
(2%) from a community organisation.  The community organisations which 
provided a response were Oban and District Access Panel, Mull Community 
Council and Tobermory RNLI Lifeboat Station. 
 

 
 

1.3. Individuals, businesses and other respondents were asked to provide postcode 
information to postcode sector, i.e. to the first digit of second part of postcode 
information.  A total of 136 individual respondents and 8 businesses provided 
postcode information.  The full postcode information provided by respondents is 
provided in Appendix 1.  The majority of respondents were from Tobermory & 
North Mull (PA75 6) with 113 respondents, Isle of Iona (PA76 6) with 9 

Are you responding as an

Individual Business Community Organisation Other



 

respondents and Craignure and Strathcoil (PA65 6) with 4 respondents.  The 
remaining 9 respondents were from 8 different postcode areas.  All 8 business 
respondents were from Tobermory & North Mull, Isle of Mull (PA75 6) 
 

1.4. Of the individual and other respondents, 160 responded to the question asking 
how frequently they visited the town centre.  Of those who responded, 61 (38%) 
visited the town centre daily, 22 (14%) 4-5 days per week, 36 (23%) 2-3 days 
per week, 18 (11%) once a week, 6 (4%) every two weeks, 5 (3%) a few times a 
month and 5 (3%) less than a few times a month.  A further 6 respondents 
selected other and included a note that they live in Tobermory. 

 

 
 

1.5. Of the individual and other respondents, 160 responded to the question asking 
how they usually travelled to the town centre.  Of these the majority (120 / 75%) 
travelled to Tobermory as the driver of a private car, 29 (18%) walked, 10 (6%) 
as a car passenger and 1 (0.6%) by bus. 
 
 

How frequently do you visit the town centre?

Daily 4-5 days a week 2-3 days a week

Once a week Every two weeks A few times a month

Less than a few times a month Other



 

 
 

1.6. Of the individual and other respondents, 159 responded to the question asking 
how they would like to be able to travel to the town centre.  The majority of 
respondents selected as the driver of a private car (101 / 64%), with (29 / 18%) 
preferring to walk, 17 (11%) as a passenger in a private car, 9 (6%) by bus and 
3 (2%) by bicycle.   
 

How do you usually travel to the town centre?

Walk Cycle Wheelchair / mobility aid

Bus Ferry Taxi

Private Car: as a passenger Private Car: as a driver



 

 
 

1.7. The main changes between the current/actual travel modes used and desired 
travel modes to Tobermory town centre is that 16% (-19) of car drivers desired 
to travel by another mode.  The main mode respondents wished to travel by but 
don’t currently was by bus (8 / +800%), with smaller numbers selecting as a car 
passenger (7 / +70%) and by bicycle (3).   
 

How would you like to be able to travel to the town centre?

Walk Cycle Wheelchair / mobility aid

Bus Ferry Taxi

Private Car: as a passenger Private Car: as a driver



 

 
 

1.8. Of the individual and other respondents, 30 responded with further information 
when asked if their preferred travel mode was different to their current mode 
what would enable them to travel by their chosen mode of transport.  The most 
popular topics were; improved bus services (6), access to an electric bike (3), 
access a bicycle (2) a park and ride service (2) and leave as is (2). 

 
1.9. All respondents were asked if they thought temporarily widening the footway on 

the landward (shops) side of Main Street between the Ledaig Car park and 
Back Brae by removing the on-street kerbside parking would make it easier to 
socially distance.  A total of 76 (48%) of respondents indicated that this proposal 
would make it easier to socially distance, while 81 (52%) indicated that this 
wouldn’t make it easier to socially distance. 
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1.10. All respondents were ask for any suggestions of anything else which could be 
done to support people to socially distance in Tobermory and feel safe when 
choosing to walk, cycle or wheel.  A total of 93 comments were received.  The 
most common topics in comments were; remind everyone of need to maintain 
social distancing (16), controls on the number of visitors (8), ban on campervans 
on Main Street other than to access ferry (7), implement a vehicular one-way 
system (4), relocate shops to elsewhere in Tobermory (4), implement a 
pedestrian one-way system (4), implement short-term parking around Coop 
supermarket (4), disabled access (3), ban campervans from parking on Main 
Street (3), ban on large vehicles on Main Street other than for deliveries (3), 
Pedestrianisation of Main Street (3), implement resident only parking on Main 
Street (3), make Main Street a shared pedestrian/vehicle space (3), implement a 
20mph speed limit (3), create outdoor business space (2), create pedestrian 
space on seafront (2), danger of vehicles reversing out of seafront parking 
spaces (2), creation of alternative campervan parking (2), creation of a park and 
ride service (2), access to electric bicycles (2) and create pedestrian space 
around the Coop supermarket (2). Full comments received are included in 
Appendix 2. 
 

1.11. All respondents were if there were any other locations in Argyll and Bute where 
they thought we should look to create more space to help people socially distance 
and to feel safe when choosing to walk, cycle or wheel.  A total of 38 comments 
were received.  Responses received are included in Appendix 3. 

 
APPENDICES 

Do you think additional footway space between the Ledaig Car 
park and Back Brae will make it easier to safely social 

distance?

Yes No



 

Appendix 1: Tobermory Respondents Postcode Sectors 
Appendix 2: Tobermory Responses to question “Is there anything else could we do 

to support people to social distance in Tobermory and feel safe when 
choosing to continue to walk, cycle or wheel?” 

Appendix 3: Tobermory Responses to question “Are there any other locations in 
Argyll and Bute you think we should be looking at to create more space 
for people to socially distance and/or walk, cycle and wheel safely?” 

  



 

Appendix 1: Tobermory Respondents Postcode Sectors 
 
Postcode Sector Description No. of Respondents 
PA62 6 Lochbuie 1 
PA64 6 Lochdon & Duart 1 

PA65 6 
Craignure & Strathcoil, Isle of 
Mull 4 

PA67 6 Bunessan, Isle of Mull 1 
PA70 6 Pennyghael 2 
PA71 6 Gruiline, Isle of Mull 1 

PA72 
Salen & Killiechrnan, Isle of 
Mull 1 

PA73 6 Ballygown, Ulva & Gometra 1 
PA75 3 Postcode does not exist 1 

PA75 6 
Tobermory & North Mull, Isle of 
Mull 113 

PA76 6 Isle of Iona 9 

   
Business Postcode 
Sector Description No. of Respondents 

PA75 6 
Tobermory & North Mull, Isle of 
Mull 8 

 
 
 
  



 

Appendix 2: Tobermory Responses to question “Is there anything else could 
we do to support people to social distance in Tobermory and feel safe when 
choosing to continue to walk, cycle or wheel?” 
 

Individual Responses 

Control number of visitors, but removing kerb side parking will create major issues 
as not sufficient vehicular parking elsewhere and many of the cars are residents of 
the main street or shop/owners workers. People should respect personal space 

Ask pedestrians who can dp so, to wear masks in the street. I do not think that the 
proposals will work. Less parking will mean more pedestrians on Main St. Passing 
on the existing pavement is done quickly with minimal risk if masks are worn..or 
even if they are not. 

Not allowing campervans parking access on the Main Street. These vans are 
parking across two (sometimes 3) parking spaces. This is the biggest obstacle the 
Main Street faces.  As for widening pedestrian routes, complete waste of money, 
people don’t walk on the pavement as is. 
Stop acting like a nanny. 
Signs to remind visitors to socially distance and wear masks when appropriate would 
be helpfully.  Main street was not designed for a steep increase in people over the 
summer months so will always be problematic. Tourist particularly walk on the sea 
side road edge and in the middle of the road. I don't feel temporarily widening the 
path would   Make any difference. There would simply be more path  for visitors not 
to walk on. I feel a small path on the seaside of the road would be better with 
possibly a vehicle one way system in place with no campers allowed or large 
vehicles other than for deliveries. 
Regular Communication updates 
stop the mass influx of tourism might be a good place to start. 
Move the COOP, take the daily food shop out of the  bottle neck around the clock. 
Ban tourism. 
Get police to remind people to social distance, especially tourists 

Pedestrianise entire Main St just with access to Ledaig car park and for the ferry and 
commercial delivery for shops pre booked. 
The best option would be to reorganise traffic flows in Tobermory.  Making vehicle 
access to Main Street for local residents only. This would involve parking for visitors 
above the town (which could be charged) and create opportunity for local taxis to 
transport pedestrians to town. Kilchoan ferry traffic allowed access to ferry only.  
Extending pavement would destroy town centre and character of Tobermory and 
makes no sense. Also, the notion that the impact of Covid-19 is temporary denies 
reality; without consideration of next Coronavirus. This measure is shortsighted and 
driven by commercial panic. 
There could be a one way system / diversion for vehicular traffic, obviously this is not 
practical for delivery and transport vehicles 
Restrict visitors to the Island - visitors are not and will not follow guidelines - they 
park where they want 
Whilst the additional temporary footway space described will enable people to 
socially distance easier, without any parking at all along that section, the congestion 
in Tobermory and lack of parking during the summer season will become even more 



 

apparent.   Parking on the seaward side need to be reserved for residents and 
people trying to do a weekly shop from the co-op on the main street. 
Introduce a one way system on either side of the road. For example, one way from 
Ledaig to Back Brae, then you would have to cross the road and go back the other 
side. 
Signs indicating the need to social distance. Campervans kept off the main street. 
Awnings and dog bowls, tables etc. Should not be in parking spaces. Posters 
encouraging people not to brush past people queuing, recently two people continued 
walking together past people queuing meaning social distance rules weren't adhered 
to. In general we need posters and information indicating Scottish    rules perhaps 
photographs showing what is expected. Signage so drivers are aware who has 
priority. Also reinforcing how to use passing places and how to pass pedestrians, 
runners, cyclists etc. safely. Information provided on ferries. Social distancing and 
other rules need to be adhered to Island wide just not Tobermory so information 
needs to be around /available all over the Island. Perhaps provide posters for tourist 
accommodation. As a resident I have received no information. We need protocols in 
place and information. This information should have been provided before opening 
up it seems tge council is reactive not proactive. 
Arrangements are perfectly fine, extra parking is needed at this time  of the year, 
removing kerb side parking is a ridiculous idea, we can social distance now 

Some good temporary signage reminding visitors they are bound by the same rules 
as the rest of us. The last 3 days in Tobermory have been disastrous for social 
distancing (and general rudeness from visitors). 

Pick up and drop off spaces close to the coop to allow locals to do their weekly shop. 
Residents parking only along Main Street to reduce congestion. Residents to be 
given a card to display. Others encouraged to use Ledaig car park. 
I would like to see (temporary) markings on the pavement at 2 metre intervals which 
would enable proper social distancing - some people stand far too close to others. 

One way system - using the roadside parking spaces in one direction and pavement 
for the other direction. 
Move shops to balisgate 

People always walk in the middle of the road in Tobermory even if the pavements 
are totally empty as tourists like to walk closer to the sea treating the road as a 
prom. Removing the pavement side parking spaces won't change that. In fact it will 
just cluster more of them into the road as they would see it as having permission. 
The suggested yellow lines / walking lane on the pavement side would be pointless. 
It would create more road/people congestion as more cars will be driving up and 
down looking for a space forcing road walkers to cluster. Visitors don't seem to care 
about social distancing on their holidays here. In fact they are complaining about 
basics like wearing a mask and crushing into people in the pub so unlikely to adhere 
to the yellow walking lanes. Mull should not be open at all in my opinion. We 
currently have no Covid so why are we inviting it in with very limited health services? 
Bonkers. When we have a Covid outbreak we won't have the visitor numbers to 
require a walking lane anyway. In my humble opinion that's just weeks away. In 
short....painted lines will be ignored and people will walk down the middle of the road 
like they have done for years. 
No 
More poster information, police presence. 



 

out of town Co-op 
Make it one way for vehicles.   Entering Aes Brae exiting via Back Brae 
main street temporarily pedestrian priority.  campervans to be excluded from the 
main street unless going to ferry. 
Yes, remove parking spaces from the waterfront as well as parallel parking along the 
shop fronts (apart from disabled parking and pick up/drop off areas) and make it into 
a permanent pedestrian social space with a footway, benches, picnic areas, 
greenery, etc.   Visitors and locals alike would be able to take their time and enjoy 
themselves safely - take in the views, take photos, sit down and relax, etc. Even 
have a chance to enjoy a takeaway coffee or food outside which is now more 
important than ever.   Vehicles reversing into main street traffic on a busy tourist 
street are dangerous both to pedestrians and other vehicles and a picturesque place 
like Tobermory should not be just one long car park. 

If you do what you propose the problem is cars reversing out into the street and not 
seeing other pedestrians behind them . 
Make the Main Street pedestrian only with access for deliveries and Main Street 
residents only. Or introduce timed access ie, between 8 and 10 then after 5. 
Get back to the OLD Normal 
This is a preposterous idea as the railings are about to have work done on them, 
there will be extremely limited parking available on the main street 
None 
No. However, I am not happy that I will be unable to park my car near to my house. 
Will I, therefore, have to park my car in the car park and walk almost the full length of 
Main Street to reach my house? If I could park on my street then that would lessen 
the chances of me catching Covid from a passerby as I would have to walk through 
the crowds of people. 
Make the Main Street pedestrian priority 
This proposal did NOT come from the people of Tobermory but rather from a few 
unelected individuals who seem to think they can speak for the community with no 
consultation. 
Make the carriageway on the Main St officially ’shared space’ 
I disagree with removing all parking, as this would make shopping at the co-op near 
impossible (as a family of 5, we shop a minimum of weekly and often need x2 
trolleys). Maybe have staggared parking spaces, thus allowing pedestrians to have 
passing places, along the lines of a single track road? 
Signs to remind people 

Remove parking from the main Street on the sea side and allow cafes and 
restaurants to have open air seating. Limited parking for blue badge holders only 
and parking on shop side only before 10am and loading 



 

This initiative has NOT come from the community. It has come from one individual 
who posted the concept on a local Facebook page and it received almost universal 
rejection or criticism from those who commented on it (over 130 comments). I am 
not aware of any other community consultation (with the exception of this one). 
Unfortunately, certain unelected individuals appear to hold themselves out as 
representatives of residents in Tobermory and Mull, yet they are frequently out of 
step with community opinion. This proposal will displace traffic to other parts of the 
Main Street and Tobermory (the Ledaig car park is frequently full and overrun by 
camper vans because of the Council's own inability or unwillingness to enforce its 
own by-laws prohibiting overnight camping). This displacement of traffic and vehicles 
will cause additional congestion to that currently experienced in Tobermory and the 
Main Street in particular which will bring increased risks of accidents. This is a 
reckless and ill considered proposal. Pedestrianisation has also been mooted. This 
will not work when the Main Street is the main access route to shops, hotels, a 
lifeboat station, an increasingly busy ferry terminal as well as being home to a 
significant number of residents who frequently seem to be forgotten that they exist 
and are council tax payers whose requirements and needs seem to take priority in 
council planning and the provision of public services.  My suggestion is for the 
Council to produce leaflets and posters for the island's ferries to educate visitors 
about the 2m social distancing requirement in Scotland. Already we are experiencing 
visitors from both north and south of the border who seem to think it doesn't apply 
here. 
No 
For those of us who aren't able to carry bags of shopping or push loaded shopping 
trolleys from the Co-op to Ledaig car park, removing parking spaces to allow 
additional pedestrian space shop side would penalise us.  I would use the round the 
town bus service and have done but quite often it doesn't turn up late morning. Not 
West Coast Motors fault but quite often because of parked motorhomes and/or 
contractors' vehicles.  Also a half hour is not long enough to go to the Post Office, 
the bank and the Co-op, if one needs to. I am not blaming local shops - delivery 
times are simply a fact of life here.  I also have grave doubts if many of our visitors, 
even if we have fewer this year, will be thinking of social distancing when on holiday. 
I also fear that what may be temporary will become permanent; not all of us are in 
agreement with the proposals that have been put forward by a local Committee via 
Facebook which medium, by its nature, excludes a number of people, both local and 
from other parts of the island who come into Tobermory to visit. 
Invest properly in a walkway on the sea side of the road as already lots of people 
walk on that side. Removing parking would rob residents of already limited parking in 
the town 
Provide parking for campervans/motorhomes away from the Main Street so that the 
reduction of parking available there can be used more efficiently. It will be chaos 
otherwise. 

Dont waste that money on temporary measures as Tobermory has a long term 
problem  if you stop parking all the way along the street this will make this worse 
unless there is a new car park built with park and ride in place . 
Remember the less able who have Blue Badges as cannot walk far to shop in eg 
coop for essential food. 



 

This proposal would only work if there were adequate parking away from the Main 
Street with a frequent park and ride shuttle. Tobermory Main Street lies at the foot of 
a steep hill so while waking to it is possible for most abilities, walking from it with 
shopping is impossible at a time when we are encouraged to shop as infrequently as 
possible and buy enough provisions to last a week. To do this, card need to be able 
to access the proximity of the supermarket.  If this measure is implemented it should 
be time limited and not in force in the evening so local people could shop later with 
their cars. 

Restrict access of motor homes to the Main Street and car park by establishing a 
Compulsory motor home parking area on land near the cemetery. Only permit motor 
home access for ferry traffic. 
Ban motorhomes 
Move the co op 

Where are residents of Main Street meant to park? Also people with suitcases going 
to hotels and b&b? 
This is a ridiculous and ill-conceived proposal. You’re talking about removing 80% of 
parking spaces from our main shopping street. It will just force everyone to carry All 
their shopping hundreds of yards to the ledaig car park. Hugely inconvenient, frankly 
impossible for the older and infirm. This could even increase social mixing not 
reduce it - making everyone walk the length of the main st beside one another. Mad.   
On encouraging cycling- very difficult proposition in Tobermory since the main st is 
500ft lower than the rest of the town. Not a journey that casual cyclists will want to 
make.    Instead - make the main st temporarily a pedestrian priority area. Ie enable 
pedestrians to walk on the road, and reduce the speed limit to 20. This would 
formalise what happens in a busy summer anyway, and genuinely give more space 
for people to socially distance from each other. You would just need to put up signs / 
road markings saying ‘pedestrian priority’ . This would also be a useful experiment in 
moving toward a pedestrian focussed main st area. 
Face coverings 
No 
Stop tourists walking in middle of road 
You can come up with all the "measures" you want, people are inherently stupid and 
in most cases wont take heed of them anyway. 
Put a car park at top of town for campervans 
Information signs 
I think this is a ridiculous idea. It will make parking impossible and this measure is 
being proposed far too late - after the horse has bolted. Leave it as it is 
Who exactly are these proposed measures meant to help? Does not appear to be 
residents of Main St! 
Barriers to separate expanded pavement from road. Promote e bikes. 
Keep tourists off the island until there is a cure & preventative 
Leave the town the way it is, no need for change to parking 
No 
Leave the current system as it is, people already walk on the road and removing 
kerbside parking will only add to frustration and congestion of those who need to 
travel by car along the main street ie traffic travelling to the ferry/ lifeboat and 



 

coastguard crew responding to call outs/delivery drivers/main street residents. The 
current system is not broken, so do not try to fix it! 
Reducing the number of visitors. Directing vehicles into the public car park rather 
than on street car parking 
Provide more off street parking 

Make existing footpath on Main Street one way into town and mark seaward side of 
road with single person wide footpath for exiting town.  Put temporary speed limit of 
15mph on Main Street. Do not remove the parking from beside the pavement. 
I do not believe a significant number from the community of Tobermory were in 
agreement with the "suggested proposal" when originally raised.  The proposal is 
NOT for the Community of Tobermory but the 'potential' influx of tourists.  I believe 
signage around many A&B towns to raise awareness of taking responsibility and 
respect for others. Hopefully CALMAC can issue advice on ferry crossings following 
their safety messages. Leaflet vehicles?  People must use Common Sense. We 
have been living here since lockdown and shopping at Co-op and passing people 
without any issues. If required you should step off pavement into gutter (between 
parked cars) to allow for PASSING PLACES.   Groups from Tour Buses would be an 
issue and require to be told to act responsibly although I doubt there will be tour 
buses this season. No cruise ships this season so no issues with those groups.  No 
need to remove the parking.   Parking is essential.  Vehicular Traffic must be allowed 
to freely move along the Main St in both directions.   Tobermory has a ferry terminal 
at one end which requires vehicles to travel to and fro along the Main St.  Tobermory 
has a RNLI Lifeboat Station at one end of the Main Street which requires Lifeboat 
Crew to access (easily) from either end of the town.  Tobermory has an HM 
Coastguard Station at one end of the Main Street which requires Coastguard 
Rescue Officers to access (easily) from either end of the town.   And in both these 
Emergency Responder situations, it may be time critical.  The original proposal you 
refer to, in my opinion, is unnecessary. People should be educated. 
Where will the cars that park on the land award side of main street go? Many of 
these cars are owned by people living/working on main street. Will there be spaces 
reserved for them elsewhere? If so where will there be parking reserved for 
shoppers? By removing parking on main street landward side, parking on main 
street will be reduced by over 50% 
During the lockdown people have been very sensible about maintaining social 
distancing. I think spending money on this is unnecessary. 
Clear signs outside the coop, only supermarket on mull, showing people where to 
stand to remain socially distant. Have personally experienced tourists standing right 
behind me, and those behind them.  Unfortunately I think their mentality is that they 
are safe on an island, but at what cost to local residents who have not been exposed 
to Covid? 
No car parking directly outside the Co-op to increase social distancing. Lines clearly 
drawn along the Main St from the Co-op to make it clear how far apart people should 
queue. 
Reduce amount of tourists. 
Marking on pavement out side shops.     Possibly suggest a ststem for people 
travelling in different directions to use omthe pavement or temporary road area. 
wheel? What is this? 
No 



 

Don't make any change and allow people to use common sense. 
Space at Baliscate to park out of the centre 
More space near the coop because of the queue 

The majority of the housing in Tobermory is up a steep hill from the Main St where 
the shops are. Walk, cycle, wheel is only for the fittest. If I have to park in Ledaig 
(assuming there's room), it's a struggle to carry shopping all the way there. There's 
never room elsewhere on main street anyway. 
With visitors arriving on the island, even if in reduced numbers, car parking is going 
to be a big issue.  Pedestrian safety is always a concern in the summer because 
people walk on the road, and along the sea side of the street.  Cars and 
motorhomes  reversing into the main flow of traffic create a hazard.  Maybe there 
could be restrictions on motor homes using the main street other than to access the 
ferry? 
This proposal may only be needed from Ledaig to the Clock. as the main queue is at 
the Coop. Shelters are needed for queuing in poor weather.  Also temporarary 
loading space is needed for cars which will be parked further away, to be able to 
come to pick up shopping bags at the Coop. 
Clear ledaig carpark is the boats and trailers, not allow motor homes to park 
overnight. The out of town park and ride facilities is even more important now. 
Electric bikes available from there and stands within town would help. Traffic on the 
Main Street is at a dangerous level, with other venues throughout the island closed, 
Tobermory is at peak capacity already. My 7yo son today keep stepping into the 
road due to people congregating on the main street and those coming out of cars. 
Although it will be more difficult for people to find parking spaces, it is important that 
people have a safe alternative to pass others and not having to walk between 
parked cars or the middle of the road. This is is The safest and simplest solution and 
needs to be implemented ASAP. 

 
Business Responses 
Education. Leaflets and announcements on the ferry. 
Wet weather shelter especially at the Coop for use as the queue slowly progresses 
towards the Coop door. 
Put 10mph speed limit on Main Street 
I believe when this idea was suggested on a local social media platform, the 
community did not like the idea at all. Car parking facilities are needed along the 
Main Street for home owners, business owners along with locals using the 
supermarket, elderly, persons whom struggled to walk long distance but aren’t 
femmes disabled etc. While people are in cars they are ‘socially distanced’ by 
making everyone park at the end you are adding to the pedestrian footfall along the 
Main Street, not to mention the potential risks of getting from the car park to the 
Main Street Where there is no pavement at all (section at the Ledaig road end by the 
post office). People here have to walk along road side while double traffic is getting 
to and from the car park. 
The above proposal would only work if the road became one way for traffic and that 
the parking places outside the coop and chemist remained. 

 
Community Responses 



 

But what about the parking for the disabled as there is an existing previously raised 
significant problem for those with mobility issues crossing the main street to access 
the shops.  if the spaces on the seaward side of the road are filled where will the 
delivery vehicles stop - is it intended to have core hours outwith which there can be 
no deliveries? 
Stop Campervans driving along the Main Street unless accessing the Ferry. 

 
  



 

Appendix 3: Tobermory Responses to question “Are there any other locations 
in Argyll and Bute you think we should be looking at to create more space for 
people to socially distance and/or walk, cycle and wheel safely?” 
 

Individual Reponses 
No 
New shopping centre ie Coop needs a larger premises (look at Portree on 
Skye)...land should be available 
No its such a silly idea 
Ensuring parking on the Main Street is essential - if it is not possible to park close to 
the Coop it is going to make it very difficult to shop and transport shopping back to 
the car.  Stop campervans parking on the Main Street and blocking access to the 
road. 
Ferry terminals 
Not as such 
It is not just about increasing space it is about how space is used. Passing places 
are used by some as parking places at the Mishnish lochs which means the space 
for passing is reduced. Information about stopping safely is needed all over Mull. 
Passing places are also used for taking pictures and picnics. Often people pull over 
on the wrong side. Perhaps signs /posters reminding people what passing places 
are for and how to use them. It seems the ferries are experiencing problems with 
social distancing perhaps this needs to be looked at. Dervaig school, cars go too fast 
even in term time. Children cycling to school have had to stop and pull in suddenly 
as cars force them off road especially from the Bellachroy onwards. It is a 
widespread problem as we are not educating people on the rules. Perhaps credit 
card sized reminder cards on.passing places, social distancing etc. would be better 
as posters get discarded. When people purchase tickets etc. Perhaps they could be 
given a brief explanation of the rules/ expectations and the written information. It 
seems whatever     Is being done is not as effective as it could be. The tv screens on 
the ferry could have adverts even information on the back of toilet doors on till 
receipts. 
At the moment the car park is partly occupied by boat trailers & boats which already 
reduces available parking, a nightmare situation would arise should you limit parking 
on the Main Street 
In other parts of North Mull the locals are being very sensible about distancing, and 
waiting patiently. Too many tourists have been allowed back too quickly and they 
want the island to be exactly as it was before. There has been great resistance to 
our requests for sensible behaviour. 
Possibly Craignure between car park and general store. 

Mull is a large island with plenty of space for tourists and locals, DO NOT victimise 
cars as an easy touch. Move shops from the main st. 
No 

plenty of space on Mull for people to socially distance - BUT recent reports suggest 
that visitors to Tobermory are not observing social distancing - we've worked hard to 
maintain Covid-19 free - shame if inconsiderate visitors cause a problem.  Perhaps 
need signs encouraging social distancing?! 
The Ledaig car park 



 

Lots of cycle paths need to be re established as the council has let these places go 
wild. 
Dervaig 
Do not allow the pavement to be widened. We need parking on the shop side of the 
street. We have limited enough parking as it is. 
Parking outside of Tobermory in a park and ride with small courtesy bus to the main 
Street. 

I think this is an utter waste of money. Social distancing is not going to be long term. 
It is yet another knee jerk reaction to Controlavirus. Spend money on issues which 
already need funding. Do not buy into this rubbish. It is ridiculous. 
N/A 
To walk safely between the airfield at Glenforsa and the village of Salen a footpath 
need to be established to keep people off the main road. 
Park and ride , more local bus service 
build traffic free cycle routes, tyndrum to taynuilt needs a traffic free route 
Leave everything as is don't waste the money and allow people to use there 
common sense sick to death of being ordered how to do everything even before 
covid 19. The majority of people aren't idiots. 
No 
Irrelevant 
Cut back the overgrown path alongside the new road out of Tobermory so that 
people exercising don't have to go on the road. Put signage up about minimum 
passing distances for overtaking cyclists. Put a proper pavement on the back brae 
with passing places if necessary to allow pedestrians to walk safely. Fix the lights on 
western road so that they come on so that pedestrians feel safe. White paint on 
roads in town to re-enforce the 20mph speed limit. Pavement on breadalbane street 
where there is none. Prosecuting in a timeous manner  those who block access to 
hills, don't let it drag on for months before even looking at locked gates. 
Tobermory has a huge parking issue and closing part of the main Street will impact 
this even more. It will also FORCE people to interact in person as vehicular travel is 
prohibited for social distancing. 
The 'temporary' traffic lights on Breadalbane St in Tobermory have been there an 
awfully long time - is is used daily by pedestrians and I presume is a 'safe route to 
school', although clearly it isn't with no pavement or markings for pedestrians or 
children cycling. I feel the traffic lights make some cars feel they can travel 
faster,knowing there's no cars coming from the opposite direction - but this is a 
hazard for people on foot or bike.     Are there any plans to sort this situation? 
Salen Main Street 
Don't allow vehicles to park on pavement beside garage in Craignure 
There does not seem to be a space to do more than answer yes or no to the 
tobermory question. As a resident of the island who HAS to go to tobermory for 
essentials I would like to know I will still be able to park either in a suitable walking 
distance of the only local supermarket and pharmacy, or be able to park and ride.     
Craignure is a big bottle neck at the ferry. It is very unsafe to walk or cycle within the 
village 30 zone, nevermind out of it, when there is the normal volume of cars and 
ferry traffic. Often cars and vehicles speed through, or go very close to the 30 limit. 
This not safe.     It is hard to socially distance without moving on to the road. It would 



 

be good to have cars drive more slowly throught the village to allow children, cyclists 
and walkers to travel safely, particularly while they are socially distancing. 

The whole idea is silly and totally unnecessary. By the time you get round to this, 
there could well be no restrictions. If implemented, I trust that the boat trailers will be 
removed from the car park. They are currently taking up at least 6 car parking 
spaces.  Why no comments / suggestions area on the survey? 
No 
Ideally, I’d like to see a separated cycle lane/s for cyclists and walkers all the way 
from the ferry terminal at Craignure to Tobermory - this will encourage many more 
people to walk and cycle, not just during the COVID crisis, but afterwards, when we 
return to our ‘new normal’. 
Oban, where most of us will be doing our shopping if we can't get to Tobermory main 
st! 

Not unless you have funding to infill and create a shore side pedestrian walkway. 
There are some who call for complete pedestrianisation of the Main Street which can 
only happen if there was a suitable trunk road created along the top of the town and 
down the back Brae to enable access to the ferry and if the coop moved. Significant 
investment is required in order to reduce traffic with in the town. 

 
Community Organisation Responses 
Widen the pavement in Craignure. 

 
 


