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Information sheet  
 

The 2017 Social Enterprise Census for Scotland demonstrates the significance of Social 
Enterprise with in the rural context. The study shows rural areas to have 34% of Scotland’s 
social enterprises and with only 18% of the nation’s population.  This is particularly relevant in 
Argyll and Bute as it is one of the top three local authority areas with the lowest population 
densities and highest density of social enterprise per capita, at 1.6% of the population and 
4.4% of Scotland’s Social Enterprises [i] 
 
Social Enterprise is an important aspect the Argyll economy, supporting many vital services 
and ensuring our communities are thriving. In Argyll this includes a whole host of enterprises 
running vital services including; fuel filling stations, village shops, care services for older 
people, cinema’s, youth work and childcare services, community halls and environmental 
services as well as culture, arts and leisure services.  These are run by a volunteer board and 
may employ staff, but any profits are reinvested for the community benefit. The Census also 
shows 80% of Social Enterprises in Argyll are also Charities. 
 
The Census shows that the income of Social Enterprises is over £57million with an additional 
£30.3 million from Housing Associations. A significant contribution to the rural economy in 
terms of economic benefit, with the additional social benefits being more significant still. 
Many Social Enterprises indicated that there was not an alternative provider of their services 
and many are delivering essential services which ensure rural communities can survive and 
thrive. 
 
Most of these enterprises are small scale (with 70% of Social Enterprises having a turnover of 
less than £100k) and 48% delivering activities in a single neighbourhood or community.  
 
What is a “Social Enterprise?” 
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The Scottish Social Enterprise Community has set down the values and behaviours by which 
they recognise each other. They refer to this document as a voluntary code of practice - or 
simply the Code.  
 

There are five essential elements of a “Social Enterprise”. 
1. A Social Enterprise (SE) is a trading business – selling goods and services – but 

whose primary objective is to achieve social and/or environmental benefit. SEs are 
different from those charities and voluntary organisations which do not aspire to 
financial independence through trading. 

2. Regardless of its legal form, the constitution of a SE will include the requirement 
that profits are reinvested in the business or in the beneficiary community – and 
not distributed to private owners’ shareholders or investors.  

3. The constitution will always require that on dissolution, the assets of the SE are 
reinvested in another organisation with similar aims and objectives. Taken 
together Criteria 2 and 3 are referred to as the ‘asset lock’ – the defining 
characteristic of a SE – which distinguishes it from the private sector. 

4. SEs are constituted and managed in an accountable and transparent way – 
particularly with regard to the community they serve. 

5. SEs are distinct from the public sector and cannot be the subsidiary of a public 
body. 

 
The Scottish Government has a Social Enterprise Action Plan 2017-2020  

 
Which has three key priorities: 

1. Stimulating Social Enterprise, 
2. Developing stronger organisations 
3. Realise market opportunity. 

The last survey of Argyll and Bute Social Enterprises was undertaken in 2017.  
 
Download the full report - Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Report 2017 

Social Enterprise in Scotland Census 
 
There are many definitions of what a social enterprise is, but all contain the key elements: 
They trade or earn income from business activity and have a social objective as a core purpose. 
UK Governments definition is 
“A Social Enterprise is a business with primarily social objectives whose surpluses are 
principally reinvested for that purpose in the business or in the community, rather than being 
driven by the need to maximise profits for shareholders and owners” 
 
Scottish Government has a page on setting up Social Enterprise MyGov.Scot 
OSCR has a FAQs page on Social Enterprise Social Enterprise FAQs 
Big Lottery has a definition for Community Enterprise Big Lottery Fund 

 
  

http://www.se-code.net/the-code-2/
http://www.ceis.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Building-a-sustainable-social-enterprise-sector-in-Scotland-Action-Plan-2017.20.pdf
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/default/files/argyll_and_bute_se2017_census_report.pdf
http://www.ceis.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Census-2017-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.mygov.scot/social-enterprise/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/guidance-and-forms/social-enterprise-faqs
https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/global-content/programmes/england/power-to-change/ptc--what-is-a-community-enterprise
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Who are the Social Enterprise Team? 
 

The Social Enterprise Team is part of Transformation and Regeneration, within Economic 
Development. 
 

Our aim is to: 
Harness the potential of the third sector and increase their 
capacity to deliver sustainable communities. 
 

We do this by assisting: 
• Appropriate transformation and regeneration projects identified through the place 

making process. 
• Developing and processing Asset Transfers Requests (under part 5 of the Community 

Empowerment Act) 
• Delivery of the Culture, Heritage and Arts Place Partnership Plan (CHArts) 

 
The team have undertaken to; 

• Provide support and training to social enterprises and continue to work with key 
partners 

• Review and evaluate our service and make any necessary changes 
• Provide bespoke support to at least 10 organisations/ projects 
• Answer third sector enquiries within Customer Charter timeframe 
• Delivery of the Culture, Heritage and Arts Place Partnership Plan (CHArts) 
• Support at least two communities through the Asset Transfer Request process 
• Maximise external funding opportunities for third sector groups 
• Support the use of our funding portal GrantNet 
• Continue to produce the council’s Funding Alert, Topic Sheets and online toolkits 

 
The team will also support and facilitate internal enquiries from other departments who 
would like to investigate innovative ways to deliver services linking/signposting social 
enterprise companies to department heads and highlighting models of good practice 
happening in other areas. 
 

[i] Social Enterprise Census 2017 Report, Sept 2017 http://www.socialvaluelab.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/Census-2017-Main-Report.pdf 
 

                                                        

http://www.socialvaluelab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Census-2017-Main-Report.pdf
http://www.socialvaluelab.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Census-2017-Main-Report.pdf
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Contacts List 
 

Local Support 
 
Business Gateway www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-and-trade/business-gateway-service 
We are part of Argyll and Bute Council's Development and Infrastructure team, and were 
established in June 2009 in response to the Government's decision to transfer responsibility for the 
provision of local business support from Highlands and Islands Enterprise to the Local Authority.  
Try out the business guides.  
https://www.bgateway.com/business-guides 
Email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk  Call: 01546 604555  
The Enterprise Centre, Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead PA31 8SH 
Helensburgh and Lomond area  
Email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk  Call: 01546 604555   
Business Gateway in Helensburgh, Helensburgh and Lomond Civic Centre,  
38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh. G84 7PG  
 
Highlands & Islands Enterprise www.hie.co.uk/community-support/ 
Account management  HIE’s account management approach involves working intensively with 
communities or social enterprises over a sustained period of time to support and deliver 
sustainable growth. The community or social enterprise will get help with developing a growth plan 
(similar to a business plan), spanning a three to five year period. HIE will then support the 
implementation of the plan.  
Strengthening communities Communities in the Highlands and Islands offer a diverse range of 
resources, opportunities and skills. HIE's ambition is to see every community across the area reach 
its full potential. HIE have been nurturing the development of dynamic sustainable communities for 
over 50 years. They work alongside local groups and organisations to make a real impact on 
people's quality of life.  They are building a close relationship with a wide range of social 
enterprises working in our communities, helping them to grow.  
Email: info@hient.co.uk Tel: 01546 602281 
The Enterprise Centre, Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8SH 
 
InspirAlba www.inspiralba.org.uk/ 
InspirAlba is a social enterprise and charity, established in 2009 to assist community-based 
organisations across Argyll and the islands in turning their ideas and aspirations in to robust, 
sustainable business activities. Experience in working with a diverse range of organisations across 
the area.  Support provided includes: 

Social enterprise support - business support, growth planning, financial planning and 
marketing plans.  Securing and managing project funding.   
Training support – enterprise training, governance and charitable trading, fundraising and 
financial planning. 
Support for collaboration– promoting opportunities for learning and engaging with a 
range of stakeholders.  Highlighting the important role social enterprise has in sustaining 
our rural communities. 

Email: info@inspiralba.org.uk  Call: 01700 501642  Mob: 07748 674861 
Inspiralba, 42 Ralston Rd, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6LE 
 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-and-trade/business-gateway-service
https://www.bgateway.com/business-guides
mailto:business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/account-management/default.html
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/account-management/default.html
mailto:info@hient.co.uk
http://www.inspiralba.org.uk/
mailto:info@inspiralba.org.uk
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Social Enterprise Team  
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/contact-social-enterprise-team 
The Social Enterprise Team is part of Transformation and Regeneration, within Economic 
Development. 
Our aim is to: Harness the potential of the third sector and increase their capacity to deliver 
sustainable communities.  
The Social Enterprise Team (SET) continues to offer a variety of tools and services to the third 
sector, including bespoke support to third sector organisations that help fulfil our aims. Some of 
the projects the team have worked with are described in the following pages.  
Email thirdsectorenquiries@argyll-bute.gov.uk  Call: 01369 708547 
 
Third Sector Interface http://www.argylltsi.org.uk/ 
TSIs mission is to build empowered resilient communities with a thriving third sector. They have 
experience of helping communities help themselves through the power of volunteering. They 
harness the passion of individuals to come together to improve their community. They build social 
value by developing enterprising agencies whose profit is for the community they seek to serve. 
They put the community at the heart of local decisions by ensuring the views of the third sector and 
the communities they support are heard and understood. 
Contact via their website 
Email: kirsteen@argylltsi.org.uk Call: 01631 564839 
Offices in  
Cowal and Bute, Oban, Helensburgh and Lomond, Campbeltown, Mid Argyll and Islay. 
Main office 21 High Street, Oban, PA34 4BG 
 
National Intermediaries 
 
SES - Social Enterprise Scotland http://www.socialenterprisescotland.org.uk/ 
Social Enterprise Scotland is The Voice of Social Enterprise - uniting social enterprises and their 
supporters into a strong campaigning force. They are an independent, Scottish, membership-led 
organisation, built and controlled by social enterprises. They claim to be the first point of contact 
for the media and public and promote a positive vision for social enterprise. Membership is open to 
anyone. 
Email hello@socialenterprisescotland.org.uk Call: 0131 243 2650 
Thorn House, 5 Rose Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PR 
 
SENSCOT - Social Enterprise Network Scotland www.senscot.net/ 
Senscot work to ensure that social enterprises in Scotland have the support they need to deliver 
positive outcomes in their communities. Acting on behalf of front line social enterprises, they liaise 
with the Scottish Government to ensure that policy creation is both fair and effective. 
 Their main activities involve informing, connecting and developing the social enterprise 
community: 

• They ‘inform‘via a popular weekly bulletin and other newsletters as well as a supporting 
website. 

• They ‘connect‘ through the encouragement and support of for 18 local and 6 thematic 
Social Enterprise Networks (SENs) – independent forums of peer support, collective action 
and market development for Scotland’s social enterprises. 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/contact-social-enterprise-team
mailto:mailtothirdsectorenquiries@argyll-bute.gov.uk?subject=Social%20Enterprise%20Topic%20Sheet
http://www.argylltsi.org.uk/
http://www.argylltsi.org.uk/?page_id=329
mailto:kirsteen@argylltsi.org.uk
http://www.socialenterprisescotland.org.uk/
mailto:hello@socialenterprisescotland.org.uk
http://www.senscot.net/
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• They ‘develop‘by working with others to identify gaps in support and seek to develop and 
incubate new services designed to strengthen Scotland’s social economy. In time, these 
services float off as independent bodies. 

Email: mail@senscot.net  Contact  
21 Walker Street, Edinburgh EH3 7HX  Call: 0131 220 4104 
24 George Square, Glasgow, G2 1EG     Call: 0141 280 2570 
 
Thematic or Specialist Support 
 
Business in the Community Scotland http://www.sbcscot.com/ 
Business in the Community Scotland tackles critical societal issues and drives change in workplaces 
and communities by unlocking the ambitions of business for a fairer society through programmes, 
events and research. 
Contact via their website 
 
CEMVO - Council of Ethnic Minority Voluntary Sector Organisations
 www.cemvoscotland.org.uk/ 
Council of Ethnic Minority Voluntary Sector Organisations (CEMVO) Scotland was set up in 2003 
with the aim of building the capacity and sustainability of the ethnic minority voluntary sector and 
its communities in Scotland. 
Contact via their website  
Email enquiries@cemvoscotland.org.uk Call 0141 248 4830 
Social Enterprise Officers  
Mary Sneddon, Fiona Taylor or Yasmin Ali Contact details here 
95-107 Lancefield St, Glasgow G3 8HZ 
 
Credit Union www.scotwest.co.uk/ 
A Credit Union is a financial co-operative that is owned and controlled by a group of members who 
share a common bond.  Members of a Credit Union collectively pool their savings and make loans 
to each other at low rates of interest. The Credit Union in turn pays out a regular dividend on 
savings, and offers a unique and flexible range of financial services to members. 
Contact via their website 
Email office@scotwest.co.uk Call: 0141 227 2390 
Scotwest Credit Union, 13 Elmbank Street, Glasgow, G2 4PB 
 
DTAS - Development Trusts Association Scotland www.dtascot.org.uk/ 
DTA Scotland is an independent, member-led organisation which aims to promote, support and 
represent development trusts in Scotland. Through the provision of information, advice and 
support, and the effective facilitation of our inspiring development trust network, DTA Scotland 
seeks to contribute to the building of independent, enterprising and resilient communities.  
Contact via their website 
Email: info@dtascot.org.uk   Call: 0131 220 2456 
1B Washington Lane, Edinburgh EH11 2HA 
 
FSB Chambers of Commerce - Federation of Small Business  
www.fsb.org.uk/west-of-scotland 

mailto:mail@senscot.net
http://www.sbcscot.com/
https://www.bitc.org.uk/scotland
http://www.cemvoscotland.org.uk/
https://www.cemvoscotland.org.uk/contact-us/
mailto:enquiries@cemvoscotland.org.uk
http://www.cemvoscotland.org.uk/index.php/aboutus
http://www.scotwest.co.uk/
https://www.scotwest.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:office@scotwest.co.uk
http://www.dtascot.org.uk/
http://www.dtascot.org.uk/contact-us
mailto:info@dtascot.org.uk
http://www.fsb.org.uk/west-of-scotland
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The FSB in Scotland has around 19,000 members in Scotland and campaigns for a better social, 
political and economic environment in which small businesses can thrive. Our team north of the 
border works closely with the Scottish Government, parliamentarians, agencies, councils, media, 
regulators and others to represent our members’ interests.  Membership gets a package of 
business services including advice, financial products and support. These cover a wide range of 
benefits such as tax, legal and HR, local network groups, business banking and mentoring. The web 
site has a set of free to use help tips and advice pages, membership gives you added benefits. 
Contact via the website 
Email:  scotland.policy@fsb.org.uk  Call: 0414 221 0775 
 
Partnership for Procurement (P4P) http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk 
P4P is an initiative which supports social enterprises and third sector organisations to better access 
public procurement and other contracting opportunities and to build partnerships and consortia. 
The programme is a partnership between Senscot, Social Firms Scotland, the Scottish Community 
Alliance and Co-operative Development Scotland. It builds on the existing work of the Partnership 
and Procurement Support Service which has been managed since 2015 by Senscot and Social Firms 
Scotland.  
Email: info@p4p.org.uk or Call: 0141 280 2560 
First Floor, 24 George Square, Glasgow. G2 1EG 
 
Plunket Foundation http://www.plunkett.co.uk/ 
Plunkett Foundation helps communities to take control of their challenges and overcome them 
together. They support people, predominantly in rural areas, to set up and run life-changing 
community co-operatives; enterprises that are owned and run democratically by large numbers of 
people in their community. They help people to tackle a range of issues, from isolation and 
loneliness to poverty, and come in many forms including shops, cafes, pubs and land-based 
initiatives, and everything in between. 
Contact via their website 
Email: info@plunkett.co.uk Call: 01993 810730 
 
Public Contracts Scotland http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk 
This portal gives free access to contract opportunities in Scotland.  Find details of contracts with 
Scottish Local Authorities, NHS Scotland, the Scottish Government, Agencies and NDPBs, Higher 
and Further Education and Emergency Services by browsing the available contracts. You can also 
register to receive free e-mail alerts.  
Contact via their website  Call: 0800 222 9003 
10 Queens Road, Aberdeen, AB15 4ZT 
 
SDP - Supplier Development Programme http://www.sdpscotland.co.uk 
Supplier Development Programme (SDP) with Argyll and Bute Council offer small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs) the opportunity to grow and diversify through procurement. The SDP aims to 
assist SMEs improve their performance in winning contracts with public sector organisations. They 
offer expert training, support and information to help you win work and grow your business. 
Contact them via their website  
or the Argyll and Bute, Business Gateway contact Kate Fraser 
Email: business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk  Call: 01546 605459 
 

https://www.fsb.org.uk/contact-us
mailto:scotland.policy@fsb.org.uk
http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/
mailto:info@p4p.org.uk
http://www.plunkett.co.uk/
https://www.plunkett.co.uk/forms/initial-contact-form
mailto:info@plunkett.co.uk
http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/
http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/aboutus/aboutus_contactus.aspx
http://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/
https://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/about/contact/
mailto:business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Social Enterprise Academy www.socialenterprise.academy/scot/ 
They help people use their personal strengths to build sustainable enterprises and achieve greater 
social impact. Their learning and development programmes focus on learning by doing and 
are flexible, practical and responsive. They help people to transform themselves, their teams and 
their organisations, so that they have more impact. 
Email: lorna@socialenterprise.academy  Call: 01463 238088 
Office 5, Farraline Park, Inverness, IV1 1NH 
 
Social Firms Scotland  https://socialfirms.org.uk/ 
Social Firms Scotland is the national support body for Social Firms in Scotland. A Social Firm is a 
specific type of Social Enterprise where the social mission is to create employment, work 
experience, training and volunteering opportunities for people who face significant barriers to 
employment – in particular, people with a disability (including mental ill health and learning 
disabilities) a substance abuse issue, a prison record, a homelessness issue and young people. 
Email; sfs@socialfirms.org.uk or call 0131 225 4178 
21 Walker Street, Edinburgh, EH3 7HX 
24 George Square, Glasgow, G2 1EG 
 
The Prince’s Trust www.princes-trust.org.uk/ 
They work with 18 to 30-year-olds to turn big ideas into a business reality through thier Enterprise 
programme. From training and mentoring support to funding and resources, they offer support 
every step of the way.  
Contact via their website 
Email: general.scotland@princes-trust.org.uk  Call: 0800 842842 
Text: “Call Me” to 07983 385418 
The Prince's Trust Wolfson Centre, 15 Carlton Court, Glasgow, Glasgow City, G5 9JP 
 
The Hive – Co-operatives UK and Co-operative Bank   http://www.uk.coop/the-hive 
The Hive is a new business support programme from Co-operatives UK and The Co-operative 
Bank, for people wanting to start or grow co-operative or community enterprises. Their mix of 
online resources, advice and training can help you build a better co-operative business. 
The Hive Team 
Email the-hive@uk.coop  
 
Start up Support 
 
First Port www.firstport.org.uk/ 
Firstport is a development agency for start-up social entrepreneurs and social enterprise.  
Their aim is to help social entrepreneurs develop those seeds of ideas and make them happen. They 
provide a full package of support that includes seed funding, business advice, and connections to 
help social entrepreneurs make their ideas a reality. 
They manage the Scottish Government’s Social Entrepreneurs Fund which provides small grants for 
people looking to test out an idea. Check out their funding page for more information. They are 
also the start up delivery partner for the Just Enterprise consortium.  
Contact via the website  Call: 0131 558 2724 
Firstport, Glenorchy House, 20 Union Street, Edinburgh, EH1 3LR. 
 

https://www.socialenterprise.academy/scot/
mailto:lorna@socialenterprise.academy
https://socialfirms.org.uk/
mailto:sfs@socialfirms.org.uk
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/support-starting-business
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/contact-us
mailto:general.scotland@princes-trust.org.uk
http://www.uk.coop/the-hive
https://www.uk.coop/the-hive/contact
mailto:the-hive@uk.coop
http://www.firstport.org.uk/
http://www.firstport.org.uk/funding
http://www.firstport.org.uk/support
http://www.firstport.org.uk/funding
http://www.firstport.org.uk/contact
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Just Enterprise http://www.justenterprise.org/ 
Just Enterprise is a comprehensive programme designed to help Social Enterprises and budding 
Social entrepreneurs achieve their trading ambitions. Supported by the Scottish Government, Just 
Enterprise is committed to the growth and sustainability of Scotland's third sector and our start up, 
business support, business recovery, procurement, leadership and learning services are available to 
help you succeed.  
Just Enterprise is a consortium formed from Scotland's key social enterprise support agencies. 
Collectively, we are able to provide expert Start Up, Business Support, Business Recovery, 
Procurement, Leadership and Learning Services, to third sector organisations across the length and 
breadth of the country. Supported by Scottish Government, we are committed to ensuring that 
Scotland's enterprising third sector is able to grow sustainably in a challenging economic climate. 
Email: support@justenterprise.org  Call: 0141 425 2939 
 
UnLtd https://unltd.org.uk 
Want a future where enterprising people are transforming the world for good. They believe that 
the best way to achieve this is to help social entrepreneurship go mainstream. They concentrate on 
three focus areas where they believe social entrepreneurs can make lasting change.  
 
Realising entrepreneurial potential 
People with lived experience of a problem have some of the best solutions. They work with social 
entrepreneurs who are developing solutions because they too have been homeless, without work 
or they know what it’s like to care for an ageing relative. They spot and nurture entrepreneurial 
talent, to unleash the potential of those with the passion to improve society. 
 
Maximising social impact 
A compelling evidence of need, has led them to focus on three areas where they think social 
entrepreneurs can make lasting change; improve access to employment, develop solutions for an 
ageing society and build more resilient communities. 
Email via webpage Call: 0800 917 7113 
Firstport, Suite 4, Glenorchy House, 20 Union Street, Edinburgh, EH1 3LR 
 
SCVO - Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations   
http://www.scvo.org.uk/ 
The Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations (SCVO) is a membership organisation for 
Scotland’s charities, voluntary organisations and social enterprises.  SCVO works in partnership 
with the voluntary sector to advance our shared values and interests. They have over 1800 
members who range from individuals and grassroots groups, to Scotland-wide organisations and 
intermediary bodies. Through lobbying and campaigning SCVO works to advance the interests of 
thier members and the people and communities that they support.  Their services help charities 
and third sector organisations across Scotland focus on what they do best, whether that’s 
supporting the most vulnerable people in our communities or conducting cutting edge research. 
From providing a payroll service to third sector organisations to creating thousands of jobs for 
young people in charities across Scotland.  
Email: enquiries@scvo.org.uk  Call: 0131 474 8000 
 

http://www.justenterprise.org/
http://www.justenterprise.org/startup.html
http://www.justenterprise.org/business_support.html
http://www.justenterprise.org/business_recovery.html
http://www.justenterprise.org/procurement.html
http://www.justenterprise.org/leadership.html
mailto:support@justenterprise.org
https://unltd.org.uk/
https://www.unltd.org.uk/our-work/our-focus-areas/building-access-to-employment
https://www.unltd.org.uk/our-work/our-focus-areas/solutions-for-an-ageing-society
https://www.unltd.org.uk/our-work/our-focus-areas/solutions-for-an-ageing-society
https://www.unltd.org.uk/our-work/our-focus-areas/resilient-communities
https://www.unltd.org.uk/about-us/contact-us
http://www.scvo.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@scvo.org.uk
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http://www.sdpscotland.co.uk/
http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/
http://www.p4p.org.uk/
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/contact-social-enterprise-team
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/contact-social-enterprise-team
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/meet-business-gateway-team
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/meet-business-gateway-team
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-and-trade/contact-procurement-and-commissioning-team
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-and-trade/contact-procurement-and-commissioning-team


  

Social Enterprise Team 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-
life-and-leisure/grants-and-funding 

Highlands & Islands Enterprise 
www.hie.co.uk/community-support/ 

 
First Port 

www.firstport.org.uk/ 
Business Gateway 

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-
and-trade/business-gateway-service 

Support 
 

Third Sector Interface 
www.argylltsi.org.uk/ 

Start Up 
Support 

 

Local 
Support 

 

SENSCOT 
Social Enterprise Network 

Scotland 
www.senscot.net/ 

 

SES 
Social Enterprise Scotland 

www.socialenterprisescotland.org.uk/ 

National 
Intermediaries  

 

Thematic 
or 
Specialist 
Support 
 

Just Enterprise 
Consortium 

justenterprise.org/ 

InspirAlba 
www.inspiralba.org.uk

 
 

UnLtd 
https://unltd.org.uk/ 

See next page 

SCVO 
Scottish Council for Voluntary 

Organisations 
www.scvo.org.uk 

 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/grants-and-funding
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/grants-and-funding
http://www.hie.co.uk/community-support/
http://www.firstport.org.uk/
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-and-trade/business-gateway-service
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/business-and-trade/business-gateway-service
http://www.argylltsi.org.uk/
http://www.senscot.net/
http://www.socialenterprisescotland.org.uk/
http://justenterprise.org/
http://www.inspiralba.org.uk/
http://www.inspiralba.org.uk/
http://www.scvo.org.uk/


 

Thematic or 
Specialist 
Support 

 

FSB Chambers of Commerce 
Federation of Small Business 

www.fsb.org.uk/west-of-
scotland 

Support for 
Development 

Trusts 
Community 

Organisations 

Credit Union 
www.scotwest.co.uk/ 

Social Firms Scotland 
www.socialfirms.org.uk/ 

CEMVO 
Council of Ethnic Minority 

Voluntary Sector Organisations 
www.cemvoscotland.org.uk/ 

Plunket Foundation 
http://www.plunkett.co.uk/ 

The Hive –  
Co-operatives UK and  

Co-operative Bank 
www.uk.coop/the-hive 

Advice support 
with business 

plans - business 
growth 

Networking 
consultancy 

support 

Training 
providers 

 

DTAS 
Development Trusts 
Association Scotland 
www.dtascot.org.uk 

The Prince’s Trust 
www.psybt.org.uk 

Just Enterprise 
Consortium 

http://justenterprise.org/ 

CBS Network -Community 
Business Scotland  

www.cbs-network.org.uk 
 

Business in the 
Community 

Scotland 
www.sbcscot.com/ 

Social Enterprise Academy 
www.socialenterprise.academy/scot/ 

http://www.fsb.org.uk/west-of-scotland
http://www.fsb.org.uk/west-of-scotland
http://www.scotwest.co.uk/
http://www.socialfirms.org.uk/
http://www.cemvoscotland.org.uk/
http://www.plunkett.co.uk/
http://www.uk.coop/the-hive
http://www.dtascot.org.uk/
http://www.psybt.org.uk/
http://justenterprise.org/
http://www.cbs-network.org.uk/
http://www.sbcscot.com/
https://www.socialenterprise.academy/scot/
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ASDA Community Capital Loan Funding 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Flexible loans are available for early stage social enterprises operating in Scotland that are looking to 
access social investment for the first time. 
 
Fund Information 
 

Funding body: Social Investment Scotland (SIS) 

Maximum value: £ 50,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
             
 
Trusthouse Charitable Foundation 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Grants are available to smaller charitable and not-for-profit organisations in the UK to fund community 
support, arts, education and heritage projects in areas of extreme urban deprivation or remote, socio-
economically deprived rural areas. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: The Trusthouse Charitable Foundation 

Maximum value: £ 60,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
             
 
Care and Wellbeing Fund 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Loans and other investments are available for social enterprises that are innovating within the 
community care space and looking to develop or scale up means of solving community problems for 
people with cancer and other long-term illness in the UK. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Big Society Capital 

Maximum value: £ 2,400,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
             
 
  

http://www.socialinvestmentscotland.com/investment/looking-for-investment/
http://trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk/grants/
https://www.careandwellbeingfund.co.uk/
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Henry Smith Charity - Main Grants - Improving Lives 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Grants are available for registered charities, social enterprises and constituted charitable groups to help 
people in the UK when other sources of support have failed, are inappropriate, or are simply not 
available. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: The Henry Smith Charity 

Maximum value: £ 60,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
             
 
Henry Smith Charity - Main Grants - Strengthening Communities 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Running costs grants are available for small community based organisations working in the most 
deprived areas of the UK to help people to make positive changes in their lives. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: The Henry Smith Charity 

Maximum value: £ 60,000  

Application deadline: None specified 

             
 
Volant Charitable Trust - Open Grants Programme 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Grants are available for registered charities and other not-for-profit organisations in Scotland 
undertaking projects to help poverty and social deprivation, particularly children's and women's issues. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Volant Charitable Trust 

Maximum value: £ 30,000  

Application deadline: 31/10/2018  
             
 
  

https://www.henrysmithcharity.org.uk/explore-our-grants-and-apply/improving-lives-grants-programme/improving-lives-grants-programme-overview/
https://www.volanttrust.org/what-we-fund/
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Big Society Capital 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Investments are available to UK-based Social Investment Finance Intermediaries (SIFIs) who provide 
financial and other support to charities and social enterprises for projects tackling major social issues 
within the UK, with a special focus on providing homes for those most in need; supporting communities 
to improve lives; and early action to prevent problems. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Big Society Capital 

Maximum value: £ 15,000,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
             
CAF Venturesome 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Financial assistance, in the form of social investment loans, is available to support charities, community 
groups and social enterprises throughout the UK. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) 

Maximum value: £ 400,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
 
             
 
Carers Act Transformation Support (CATS) Fund - Scottish Council 
for Voluntary Organisations 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Grants are available for charities, social enterprises and voluntary groups based in Scotland to improve 
their delivery systems and enhance their capacity to provide support services in line with the Carers 
(Scotland) Act 2016. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Scottish Government 

Maximum value: £ 10,000  

Application deadline: 03/08/2018  
             
 
  

https://www.bigsocietycapital.com/
https://www.cafonline.org/charities/borrowing/social-investment?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzaW7q_C83AIVq7ftCh2ysAQeEAAYASAAEgLWNPD_BwE
https://scvo.org.uk/running-your-organisation/funding/carers-act-transformation-support-fund
https://scvo.org.uk/running-your-organisation/funding/carers-act-transformation-support-fund
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Co-operative and Community Finance 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Financial aid is available for the support of the development of cooperatives or employee-owned 
businesses and social enterprises in the UK for general business needs, including loans on property, 
business purchase, capital equipment and working capital. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Industrial Common Ownership Finance Ltd 

Maximum value: £ 75,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
             
 
Charity Bank - Loan Finance 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Charity Bank provides affordable loan finance and advice to enable charities, social enterprises and 
organisations with charitable goals across the UK to grow. It often lends where banks or building 
societies either will not make a loan at all, or will only do so on unaffordable terms. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Charity Bank Limited 

Maximum value: £ 3,250,000  

Application deadline: None specified 
 
             
 
HLF - Resilient Heritage 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Grants are available for organisations in the UK who want to build their capacity or achieve strategic 
change in order to improve the management of heritage in the long term. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Heritage Lottery Fund 

Maximum value: £ 250,000  

Application deadline: 18/01/2019  
             
 
  

https://coopfinance.coop/apply-for-a-loan/
https://charitybank.org/charity-loans?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIi77WsvG83AIVyZ3tCh0fuA0DEAAYASAAEgJ_YPD_BwE
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/resilient-heritage
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HLF - Sharing Heritage Programme 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Grants are available for projects which explore, conserve and share local, regional or national heritage in 
the UK. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Heritage Lottery Fund 

Maximum value: £ 10,000  

Application deadline: 18/01/2019  
             
 
Impetus - Private Equity Fund 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Financial and other support is available to ambitious, innovative charities and social enterprises that are 
helping children and young people living in poverty in the UK to succeed at school and work. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Impetus Private Equity Foundation 

Maximum value: Discretionary 

Application deadline: None specified 
             

Social Business Trust 

 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
A package of professional business support and targeted grant funding is available for social enterprises 
across all sectors in the UK to help them grow and to achieve greater social impact. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Social Business Trust 

Maximum value: Discretionary 

Application deadline: None specified 

             
 
 
  

https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/sharing-heritage
https://impetus-pef.org.uk/
http://www.socialbusinesstrust.org/
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Social Entrepreneurs Fund 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Investment in scalable social enterprises delivering high social impacts and operating sustainable 
business models in the UK. The Bridges Social Entrepreneurs Fund is designed to address the funding 
gap often faced by fast growing social enterprises looking to scale. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Bridges Ventures 

Maximum value: £ 1,000,000  

Application deadline: None specified 

             
 
Social Investment Scotland All Purpose Loan Fund 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Loan support to not-for-profit social economy organisations throughout Scotland that are unable to raise 
funding, either in total or in part, from normal commercial sources such as banks; have a clear social 
purpose that will make a real difference to the communities in which they operate; and can demonstrate 
long-lasting social impacts. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Social Investment Scotland (SIS) 

Maximum value: £ 1,000,000  

Application deadline: None specified 

             
 
Triodos Bank 
 

Status: Open for Applications 
 
Triodos Bank finances UK companies, institutions and projects that add cultural value and benefit people 
and the environment, with the support of depositors and investors who want to encourage corporate 
social responsibility and a sustainable society through lending, investments and general banking 
services. 
 
Fund Information 

Funding body: Triodos Bank 

Maximum value: Discretionary 

Application deadline: None specified 
 

https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/SC361356
http://www.socialinvestmentscotland.com/
https://www.triodos.co.uk/en/personal/ethical-investments/
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Social Enterprise Action Plan 2016-2026. 
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1 Big Issue Invest 
Big Issue Invest Scotland 
provides loans to finance the 
growth of sustainable social 
enterprises and charities. 
www.bigissueinvest.com/big-
issue-invest-scotland-biis

2 Build It (Firstport)
Funding of up to £25,000 
for individuals to grow an 
enterprising idea that has 
been successfully piloted.
www.firstport.org.uk/
funding/item/287-build-it

3 Business Gateway
Business Gateway provides free 
business support and impartial 
advice to start-up and existing 
businesses in Scotland.
www.bgateway.com

4 Business Mentoring Scotland
A one to one mentoring 
programme operated by the 
Chambers of Commerce.
www.scottishchambers.
org.uk/services

5 CEIS
CEIS provides practical and effective 
business support services to 
help social enterprises manage 
and grow their business.
www.ceis.org.uk

6 CEMVO
CEMVO builds the capacity 
and sustainability of the ethnic 
minority voluntary sector 
and its communities.
www.cemvoscotland.org.uk

7 Co-operative Development 
Scotland
Co-operative Development 
Scotland is the arm of Scottish 
Enterprise that supports 
collaborative and employee 
ownership business models.
www.cdsblog.co.uk

8 Community Enterprise
Community Enterprise provides 
hands-on support from ideas 
generation right through to 
business planning and branding.
www.communityenterprise.
co.uk/get-support

9 Community Learning Exchange 
The Exchange will fund the costs 
of a study visit to learn from 
others doing similar things.
www.scottishcommunityalliance.
org.uk/community-
learning-exchange

10 Community Ownership 
Support Service
Scotland-wide advisory service 
providing communities with advice 
and support on the transfer of public 
assets into community ownership.
www.dtascommunityownership.
org.uk

11 Community Shares 
Scotland (CSS)
CSS raises awareness of community 
shares and supports communities 
to raise money this way.
www.communitysharesscotland.
org.uk

12 Cranfield Trust
Time limited free business 
support from senior executives 
in the private sector.
www.cranfieldtrust.org

13 Crowdfunding
Crowdfunding is the practice of 
funding a project by raising small 
amounts of money from a large 
number of people largely online.

14 Development Trust 
Association Scotland 
Supports, promotes and encourages 
development trust’s within 
communities across Scotland. 
www.dtascot.org.uk

15 DSL Business Finance
DSL provide loans to start-
up and growing businesses 
in Scotland and delivers the 
Scottish Microfinance Fund.
www.dsl-businessfinance.co.uk

16 Empowering 
Communities Fund 
Scottish Government funding that 
support various community-led 
regeneration programmes.
www.gov.scot/policies/
community-empowerment/
empowering-communities-fund

17 Enterprise Accelerator
Enterprise Accelerator offers 
business support to community 
organisations with little or no 
trading but who wish to explore this.  
www.scottishcommunityalliance.
org.uk/enterprise-accelerator

18 Firstport
Firstport provides a full package of 
support to help social entrepreneurs 
make their ideas a reality.
www.firstport.org.uk

19 Funding Scotland
Funding Scotland is operated 
by the SCVO to provide access 
to up to date information on 
funding opportunities.
www.fundingscotland.com/p/
www-funding-guide

20 Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE)
HIE invests in building capacity, 
empowering communities 
to acquire assets, enabling 
growth in the economy.
www.hie.co.uk/community-support

21 Impact Hub Inverness
Impact Hub Inverness helps 
develop social enterprises in the 
Highlands and Islands and beyond, 
and operates a co-working space. 
www.inverness.impacthub.net

22 Individual (Angel) Investors
High net worth individuals who 
invest in social enterprises. 
www.angelinvestmentnetwork.
co.uk

23 Inspiralba Argyll & Bute
Inspiralba provide support for 
social enterprise development, 
growth and sustainability 
across Argyll and Bute.
www.inspiralba.org.uk

24 Interface
A central hub connecting 
organisations to all of 
Scotland’s universities, research 
institutes and colleges.
www.interface-online.org.uk

25 International Social 
Enterprise Observatory
The first point of contact for 
Scottish social enterprises 
considering trading internationally 
and international social 
enterprise queries.

26 Just Enterprise
Just Enterprise provides funded 
start-up, business support, learning 
and leadership services to social 
enterprises throughout Scotland.   
www.justenterprise.org

27 LaunchMe (Firstport)
LaunchMe is Scotland’s social 
enterprise accelerator for ambitious 
social enterprise start-ups
www.firstport.org.uk/
programmes/launchme

28 Local funds
There are a number of local 
funds investing in social 
enterprise in specific areas.

29 Partnership for 
Procurement (P4P)
P4P provides consortia and 
capacity building support to SEOs 
and third sector organisations 
to tender for contracts.
www.p4p.org.uk

30 Pilotlight
Pilotlight brokers relationships 
between the private and third 
sectors to offer medium term 
strategic business support.
www.pilotlight.org.uk

31 Resilient Scotland
Resilient provides flexible 
social investment to enable 
organisations to have an impact 
on local regeneration.
www.resilientscotland.org.uk

32 School for Social 
Entrepreneurs Scotland (SSES) 
SSES provides ongoing training 
and support to individuals 
trying to create and sustain 
social businesses.
www.the-sse.org/
schools/6/scotland

33 Scotland Unltd
Scotland UnLtd finds, funds and 
supports social entrepreneurs 
from an originala endowment from 
the Millennium Commission.
www.unltd.org.uk

34 Scottish Community Alliance
A coalition of community based 
national networks, promoting 
cooperation, collaboration and 
shared resources between them.
www.scottishcommunityalliance.
org.uk

35 Scottish Community 
Finance (SCF) Ltd
SCF Ltd assists communities 
to raise capital by offering 
Community Bonds to local 
individuals and organisations.
www.scotcomfinance.scot

36 Scottish Community 
Reinvestment Trust (SCRT)
SCRT provides objective, 
comprehensive information and 
training on social investment 
to the Scottish Third Sector.
www.scrt.scot

37 Scottish Enterprise
Scottish Enterprise is Scotland’s 
main economic development 
agency and aims to deliver 
a significant, lasting effect 
on the Scottish economy.
www.scottish-enterprise.com

38 Scottish Land Fund
Supporting urban and rural 
communities to become more 
resilient and sustainable through 
the ownership of land and assets.
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.
org.uk/funding/programmes/
scottish-land-fund

39 Senscot
Senscot works to support a 
network of grassroots social 
enterprises across Scotland 
– connecting; informing; and 
developing new support services.
www.senscot.net/

40 Senscot Legal
Senscot Legal provides affordable 
and accessible legal advice 
services to social enterprises 
and the wider third sector.
www.se-legal.net

41 Social Enterprise Academy
Leadership, entrepreneurship and 
impact measurement: learning 
programmes for people and 
organisations leading social change.
www.socialenterprise.
academy/scot 

42 Social Enterprise 
Collection (Scotland)
A growing collection of papers, 
and reports on the growth of 
Community Business, Community 
Enterprise and Social Accounting.
www.gcu.ac.uk/yunuscentre/
johnpearcememoriallecture/

43 Social Enterprise 
EDGE (SEE) Award
Scottish EDGE is a competition 
funded by Scottish Enterprise 
and Postcode lottery to support 
innovative entrepreneurial talent.
www.scottishedge.com

44 Social Enterprise 
Networks (SENs)
SENs offer social enterprises access 
to peer support, joint working 
opportunities and a collective 
voice locally and nationally.
www.se-networks.net

45 Social Enterprise Scotland
Social Enterprise Scotland 
unites social enterprises 
and their supporters into a 
strong campaigning force. 
www.socialenterprisescotland.
org.uk

46 Social Firms Scotland
Social Firms Scotland is the national 
support agency supporting Work 
Integration Social Enterprises.
www.socialfirms.org.uk

47 Social Investment Scotland
Social Investment Scotland offer 
social loan finance, providing 
flexible funding and growth support.
www.socialinvestmentscotland.com

48 Start It (Firstport)
Funding up to £5000 for 
individuals with a business 
idea which addresses a social 
or environmental issue.
www.firstport.org.uk/
funding/item/285-start-it

49 Supplier Development 
Programme
The Supplier Development 
Programme offers training, support 
and information to help SME or 3rd 
sector organisation win contracts.
www.sdpscotland.co.uk

50 Third Sector Interface
Each local authority has a TSI 
providing support to the third sector 
including social enterprises.

51 Voluntary Code for Social 
Enterprise (VCSE)
The SE Code sets out benchmark 
criteria by which social 
enterprises in Scotland can be 
identified and recognise each.
www.vcsereview.org.uk
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MORE INFORMATION

This map is part of Scotland’s 10 year Social 
Enterprise Action Plan 2016-2026. 

If you would like more information about the map 
contact Community Enterprise on: 01506 862227

Welcome to the 
map of support for 
Social Enterprises 
in Scotland*

The directory:

It can be a bit daunting for new social 
enterprises to find what they need. 

The Social 
Enterprise 
Eco-system
2019

SCOTLAND

We hope that this ‘support map’ will 
help you begin that journey - allowing 
you to seamlessly navigate through 
the best support available for you. 

The following page includes a directory of 
Social Enterprise support organisations 
across Scotland that may be relevant to you.  

*Aimed not to articulate the eco-system, but as a tool 
for those who need a guide to find support.
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1 Big Issue Invest 
Big Issue Invest Scotland 
provides loans to finance the 
growth of sustainable social 
enterprises and charities. 
www.bigissueinvest.com/big-
issue-invest-scotland-biis

2 Build It (Firstport)
Funding of up to £25,000 
for individuals to grow an 
enterprising idea that has 
been successfully piloted.
www.firstport.org.uk/
funding/item/287-build-it

3 Business Gateway
Business Gateway provides free 
business support and impartial 
advice to start-up and existing 
businesses in Scotland.
www.bgateway.com

4 Business Mentoring Scotland
A one to one mentoring 
programme operated by the 
Chambers of Commerce.
www.scottishchambers.
org.uk/services

5 CEIS
CEIS provides practical and effective 
business support services to 
help social enterprises manage 
and grow their business.
www.ceis.org.uk

6 CEMVO
CEMVO builds the capacity 
and sustainability of the ethnic 
minority voluntary sector 
and its communities.
www.cemvoscotland.org.uk

7 Co-operative Development 
Scotland
Co-operative Development 
Scotland is the arm of Scottish 
Enterprise that supports 
collaborative and employee 
ownership business models.
www.cdsblog.co.uk
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8 Community Enterprise
Community Enterprise provides 
hands-on support from ideas 
generation right through to 
business planning and branding.
www.communityenterprise.
co.uk/get-support

9 Community Learning Exchange 
The Exchange will fund the costs 
of a study visit to learn from 
others doing similar things.
www.scottishcommunityalliance.
org.uk/community-
learning-exchange

10 Community Ownership 
Support Service
Scotland-wide advisory service 
providing communities with advice 
and support on the transfer of public 
assets into community ownership.
www.dtascommunityownership.
org.uk

11 Community Shares 
Scotland (CSS)
CSS raises awareness of community 
shares and supports communities 
to raise money this way.
www.communitysharesscotland.
org.uk

12 Cranfield Trust
Time limited free business 
support from senior executives 
in the private sector.
www.cranfieldtrust.org

13 Crowdfunding
Crowdfunding is the practice of 
funding a project by raising small 
amounts of money from a large 
number of people largely online.

14 Development Trust 
Association Scotland 
Supports, promotes and encourages 
development trust’s within 
communities across Scotland. 
www.dtascot.org.uk

15 DSL Business Finance
DSL provide loans to start-
up and growing businesses 
in Scotland and delivers the 
Scottish Microfinance Fund.
www.dsl-businessfinance.co.uk

16 Empowering 
Communities Fund 
Scottish Government funding that 
support various community-led 
regeneration programmes.
www.gov.scot/policies/
community-empowerment/
empowering-communities-fund

17 Enterprise Accelerator
Enterprise Accelerator offers 
business support to community 
organisations with little or no 
trading but who wish to explore this.  
www.scottishcommunityalliance.
org.uk/enterprise-accelerator

18 Firstport
Firstport provides a full package of 
support to help social entrepreneurs 
make their ideas a reality.
www.firstport.org.uk

19 Funding Scotland
Funding Scotland is operated 
by the SCVO to provide access 
to up to date information on 
funding opportunities.
www.fundingscotland.com/p/
www-funding-guide

20 Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE)
HIE invests in building capacity, 
empowering communities 
to acquire assets, enabling 
growth in the economy.
www.hie.co.uk/community-support

21 Impact Hub Inverness
Impact Hub Inverness helps 
develop social enterprises in the 
Highlands and Islands and beyond, 
and operates a co-working space. 
www.inverness.impacthub.net

22 Individual (Angel) Investors
High net worth individuals who 
invest in social enterprises. 
www.angelinvestmentnetwork.
co.uk

23 Inspiralba Argyll & Bute
Inspiralba provide support for 
social enterprise development, 
growth and sustainability 
across Argyll and Bute.
www.inspiralba.org.uk

24 Interface
A central hub connecting 
organisations to all of 
Scotland’s universities, research 
institutes and colleges.
www.interface-online.org.uk

25 International Social 
Enterprise Observatory
The first point of contact for 
Scottish social enterprises 
considering trading internationally 
and international social 
enterprise queries.

26 Just Enterprise
Just Enterprise provides funded 
start-up, business support, learning 
and leadership services to social 
enterprises throughout Scotland.   
www.justenterprise.org

27 LaunchMe (Firstport)
LaunchMe is Scotland’s social 
enterprise accelerator for ambitious 
social enterprise start-ups
www.firstport.org.uk/
programmes/launchme

28 Local funds
There are a number of local 
funds investing in social 
enterprise in specific areas.

29 Partnership for 
Procurement (P4P)
P4P provides consortia and 
capacity building support to SEOs 
and third sector organisations 
to tender for contracts.
www.p4p.org.uk

30 Pilotlight
Pilotlight brokers relationships 
between the private and third 
sectors to offer medium term 
strategic business support.
www.pilotlight.org.uk

31 Resilient Scotland
Resilient provides flexible 
social investment to enable 
organisations to have an impact 
on local regeneration.
www.resilientscotland.org.uk

32 School for Social 
Entrepreneurs Scotland (SSES) 
SSES provides ongoing training 
and support to individuals 
trying to create and sustain 
social businesses.
www.the-sse.org/
schools/6/scotland

33 Scotland Unltd
Scotland UnLtd finds, funds and 
supports social entrepreneurs 
from an originala endowment from 
the Millennium Commission.
www.unltd.org.uk

34 Scottish Community Alliance
A coalition of community based 
national networks, promoting 
cooperation, collaboration and 
shared resources between them.
www.scottishcommunityalliance.
org.uk

35 Scottish Community 
Finance (SCF) Ltd
SCF Ltd assists communities 
to raise capital by offering 
Community Bonds to local 
individuals and organisations.
www.scotcomfinance.scot

36 Scottish Community 
Reinvestment Trust (SCRT)
SCRT provides objective, 
comprehensive information and 
training on social investment 
to the Scottish Third Sector.
www.scrt.scot

37 Scottish Enterprise
Scottish Enterprise is Scotland’s 
main economic development 
agency and aims to deliver 
a significant, lasting effect 
on the Scottish economy.
www.scottish-enterprise.com

38 Scottish Land Fund
Supporting urban and rural 
communities to become more 
resilient and sustainable through 
the ownership of land and assets.
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.
org.uk/funding/programmes/
scottish-land-fund

39 Senscot
Senscot works to support a 
network of grassroots social 
enterprises across Scotland 
– connecting; informing; and 
developing new support services.
www.senscot.net/

40 Senscot Legal
Senscot Legal provides affordable 
and accessible legal advice 
services to social enterprises 
and the wider third sector.
www.se-legal.net

41 Social Enterprise Academy
Leadership, entrepreneurship and 
impact measurement: learning 
programmes for people and 
organisations leading social change.
www.socialenterprise.
academy/scot 

42 Social Enterprise 
Collection (Scotland)
A growing collection of papers, 
and reports on the growth of 
Community Business, Community 
Enterprise and Social Accounting.
www.gcu.ac.uk/yunuscentre/
johnpearcememoriallecture/

43 Social Enterprise 
EDGE (SEE) Award
Scottish EDGE is a competition 
funded by Scottish Enterprise 
and Postcode lottery to support 
innovative entrepreneurial talent.
www.scottishedge.com

44 Social Enterprise 
Networks (SENs)
SENs offer social enterprises access 
to peer support, joint working 
opportunities and a collective 
voice locally and nationally.
www.se-networks.net

45 Social Enterprise Scotland
Social Enterprise Scotland 
unites social enterprises 
and their supporters into a 
strong campaigning force. 
www.socialenterprisescotland.
org.uk

46 Social Firms Scotland
Social Firms Scotland is the national 
support agency supporting Work 
Integration Social Enterprises.
www.socialfirms.org.uk

47 Social Investment Scotland
Social Investment Scotland offer 
social loan finance, providing 
flexible funding and growth support.
www.socialinvestmentscotland.com

48 Start It (Firstport)
Funding up to £5000 for 
individuals with a business 
idea which addresses a social 
or environmental issue.
www.firstport.org.uk/
funding/item/285-start-it

49 Supplier Development 
Programme
The Supplier Development 
Programme offers training, support 
and information to help SME or 3rd 
sector organisation win contracts.
www.sdpscotland.co.uk

50 Third Sector Interface
Each local authority has a TSI 
providing support to the third sector 
including social enterprises.

51 Voluntary Code for Social 
Enterprise (VCSE)
The SE Code sets out benchmark 
criteria by which social 
enterprises in Scotland can be 
identified and recognise each.
www.vcsereview.org.uk
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