
Why is the start date for Session 2020/21 earlier than previous years? 

Scottish Government announced as a result of COVID-19 that the new start date for all schools 
and ELCs would be standardised for all local authorities to the 11th of August 2020.  This decision 
was only made in May.  

 

I am a Teacher, what day will I return to work in August 2020? 

Teachers will return on Tuesday 11th August 2020 as an in-service day and pupils will return 
Wednesday 12th August 2020. 

 

I am a Music Instructor, what day will I return to work in August 2020? 

Music Instructors will return on Tuesday 11th August 2020 as in-service day and pupils will return 
Wednesday 12th August 2020. 

 

Where will these days be taken from to ensure I only work the contractual commitment of 195 
days? 

This has still to be agreed at a local level but information will be coming over the coming weeks and 
will be during school session 2020/21 

 

Will my number of days’ holidays be affected by this? 

No, you will still receive 40 days’ annual leave. 

 

I have pre-booked holidays or other commitments that were arranged prior to the new Session 
start date. What do I do? 

If these were booked prior to the announcement of the new session start date will be allowed to 
take these dates without detriment.  These arrangements should be discussed with your manager at 
the earlier possible convenience. 

 

I have returned to the UK and I am required to quarantine for 14 days. What should I do? 

You should discuss this with your line manager but you will be required to work from home during 
the isolation period. No additional paid leave will be granted for this. 

 

I was due to retire the day before the school return. What happens now the return date is earlier? 

If your retirement date is already agreed with your line manager and submitted to SPPA you will be 
paid until your retirement date but you do not need to return to work after the summer break. 

 


