
 

 
Spaces for People: Rothesay Consultation Results 
 
 

 
1.1. Following the Spaces for People Funding award, an on-line public consultation 

was undertaken on potential temporary interventions in order to gather 
community, resident and business feedback on the proposals.  The consultation 
was available on the Council’s consultation webpage for 10 days (16 to 26 July). 
The consultation was promoted via a press release, social media posts, email to 
all community councils, provision of information via business and community 
groups and via economic development officer’s local contacts.   

 
1.2. A total of 137 responses were received to the survey for Rothesay.  The majority 

(124 / 91%) were from individuals, with 12 (9%) from businesses and 1 (0.7%) 
from a community organisation.  The community organisation which provided a 
response was Bute Jazz Concerts. 

 

 
 

1.3. Individuals, businesses and other respondents were asked to provide postcode 
information to postcode sector, i.e. to the first digit of second part of postcode 
information.  A total of 99 respondents provided postcode information.  The full 
postcode information provided by respondents is provided in Appendix 1.  The 
majority of respondents were from South Bute (PA20 9) with 52 respondents; 
North Bute (PA20 0) with 44 respondents; and, Isle of Bute (PA20) with 7 

Are you responding as an

Individual Business Community Organisation Other



 

respondents.  The remaining 6 respondents were from 5 different postcode 
areas. 
 

1.4. Of the individual and other respondents, 105 responded to the question asking 
how frequently they visited the town centre.  Of those who responded, 56 (53%) 
visited the town centre daily, 9 (9%) 4-5 days per week, 28 (27%) 2-3 days per 
week, 6 (6%) once a week, 1 (1%) every two weeks, 3 (3%) a few times a 
month and 1 (1%) less than a few times a month.   

 

 
 

1.5. Of the individual and other respondents, 105 responded to the question asking 
how they usually travelled to the town centre.  Of these the majority (45 / 43%) 
walked, 42 (40%) travelled to the town centre as the driver of a private car, 6 
(6%) as a car passenger, 6 (6%) by bicycle, 5 (5%) by bicycle and 1 (1%) by 
ferry. 
 
 

How frequently do you visit the town centre?

Daily 4-5 days a week 2-3 days a week

Once a week Every two weeks A few times a month

Less than a few times a month Other



 

 
 

1.6. Of the individual and other respondents, 103 responded to the question asking 
how they would like to be able to travel to the town centre.  The majority of 
respondents selected by walking (48 / 47%), as the driver of a private car (26 / 
25%), 18 (17%) by bicycle, 6 (6%) by bus, 4 (4%) as a car passenger and 1 
(1%) by ferry.   
 

How do you usually travel to the town centre?

Walk Cycle Wheelchair / mobility aid

Bus Ferry Taxi

Private Car: as a passenger Private Car: as a driver



 

 
 

1.7. The main changes between the current/actual travel modes used and desired 
travel modes to Rothesay town centre is that 38% (-16) of car drivers and 33% (-
2) of car passengers desire to travel by another mode.  The main mode 
respondents wished to travel by but don’t currently was bicycle (12 / +200%), 
with smaller numbers selecting Walking (3 / +7%) and Bus (1 / +20%).   
 

How would you like to be able to travel to the town centre?

Walk Cycle Wheelchair / mobility aid

Bus Ferry Taxi

Private Car: as a passenger Private Car: as a driver



 

 
 

1.8. Of the individual and other respondents, 22 responded with further information 
when asked if their preferred travel mode was different to their current mode 
what would enable them to travel by their chosen mode of transport.  The most 
popular topics were; improved/safe cycling routes (5), cycle parking/storage (4) 
and improved road maintenance (2). 

 
1.9. All respondents were asked if widening the footway on Main Street between 

Montague Street and Castle Street by removing one-street parking, while 
retaining the disable parking provision, would make it easier to socially distance.   
A total of 87 (81%) indicated that this proposal would make it easier to socially 
distance, while 21 (19%) indicated that this wouldn’t make it easier to socially 
distance. 
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1.10. All respondents were ask for any suggestions of anything else which could be 
done to support people to socially distance in Rothesay and feel safe when 
choosing to walk, cycle or wheel.  A total of 50 comments were received.  The 
most common topics in comments were; pedestrianise Montague Street (19), 
provision of outdoor seating for businesses (6), safe cycle routes (5), pedestrian 
one-way systems (4), removing on-street parking (3), pedestrianise High Street 
(3), leave as is (3), footway maintenance (2), provision of off-street parking (2), 
and improve routes to schools (2). Full comments received are included in 
Appendix 2. 
 

1.11. All respondents were if there were any other locations in Argyll and Bute where 
they thought we should look to create more space to help people socially distance 
and to feel safe when choosing to walk, cycle or wheel.  A total of 47 comments 
were received.  Responses received are included in Appendix 3. 

 
 
APPENDICES 
Appendix 1: Rothesay Respondents Postcode Sectors 
Appendix 2: Rothesay Responses to question “Is there anything else could we do to 

support people to social distance in Rothesay and feel safe when 
choosing to continue to walk, cycle or wheel?” 

Appendix 3: Rothesay Responses to question “Are there any other locations in Argyll 
and Bute you think we should be looking at to create more space for 
people to socially distance and/or walk, cycle and wheel safely?” 

  

Do you think additional footway space here make it easier to 
safely social distance?

Yes No



 

Appendix 1: Rothesay Respondents Postcode Sectors 
 
Postcode Sector Description No. of Respondents 
G3 6 Glasgow 1 
KY11 4 Dunfermline & Inverkeithing 2 
PA5 8 Johnstone 1 
PA20 Isle of Bute 7 
PA20 0 North Bute 44 
PA20 1 Postcode does not exist 1 
PA20 2 Postcode does not exist 1 
PA20 9 South Bute 52 

 
 
 
  



 

Appendix 2: Rothesay Responses to question “Is there anything else could we 
do to support people to social distance in Rothesay and feel safe when 
choosing to continue to walk, cycle or wheel?” 
 

Individual Responses 
Pedestrianise Montague Street except for.deliveries 
make Montague Street pedestrian only or at least ban parking for all but disabled 
drivers and deliveries 
Make Montague Street pedestrian only and permanently. 

Remove all casual on-street car parking - & leave & maintain only the pavement 
required for moving traffic, with a plan for managed kerb access for deliveries & work 
site support (booked online - eg GRID software) Promote visiting without a car by 
offering cycles, public transport and car club (all electric) cars on island 
In respect of making the High St safer temporarily, and reducing confusion ( and 
impact on other businesses in the centre of Rothesay, I suggest that a one way 
system be instigated ( Uphill on the left, next to the shops) and downhill on the 
pavement next to the castle. The suggestion of Temporary removal of parking is a 
thinly veiled attempt to reduce the amount of free parking spaces. I would be 
concerned that this would be made permanent. 
You could indicate a one-way system on either side of the road eg walk up on the 
shop side, walk down on the castle side (no shops). This has been introduced in 
Bude Cornwall and works well. 
Pedestrian Montague Street from High Street to Tower Street 
A section of the pedestrian area at the bottom of High Street has been sectioned off 
for months.  Complete the work and open the area. 
Make Montague st the same only open to shop deliveries and disabled 

No/one is social distancing, we need visible reminders in the town, I have been 
shielding and went into the town for the first time, people walk right up close, I move 
slowly due to disability. It’s terrifying. 
CLOSE MONTAGUE STREET TO TRAFFIC. 
Pedestrianise Montague street. Stop cars going down it.  Stop parking between 
Montague street and gallowgate so traffic can flow to and from the coop 
Outdoor seating in East Prince's Street, Rothesay would allow licenced premises 
and nearby food establishments to serve more customers while remaining socially 
distant and safe. 
Close montague street yo cars 
Rothesay & Bute does not have enough dedicated cycle lanes. Larger parking 
facilities on vacant spaces to allow the town to be more of a pedestrian precinct. 
Make Montague Street and 1st part of high street pedestrian up to court corner 
Seating in Guilford Square for hospitality businesses to utilise. 

This section of the High Street should be pedestriaised permanently in any case to 
facilitate a cafe culture where people can eat/drink outside safely and also facilitate 
outdoor arts and performances. The Castle area should be a public area for local 
people and visitors alike 
Covered bike racks  Tackling speeding drivers 
Cycle tracks definitely needed badly, make montague street pedestrian only. 



 

That road could be closed to traffic altogether.  Access for delivering to businesses 
at certain times only. 10 -4pm or in the evening? This would allow the 
cafes/restaurants to use the space. May need some disabled access for the flats 
above the business premises. 

You could consider making Montague Street pedestrian only except for loading and 
unloading at certain times for business purposes. As the area Highlighted above 
High Street to Castle Street is not our main shopping street. Montague Street is. 
While I support removing parking from montague street. If you remove such a vast 
amount of the towns available parking. Consideration needs to be given to an 
alternate parking area. 
Pedestrians the area area mentioned above. 
No 
Make Montague Street pedestrians only, exempt deliveries 
Cycle lanes always welcome and it would be amazing going forward to aim at 
outdoor spaces for eating and drinking 
Cycle lanes 
The Gallowgate 
Get rid of all town parking and pedestrianise the whole town.  We need a car park, 
the area by the old church that they have built a stupid waste of money garden.  It 
should have been parking area!  Use all the small grass areas around the town as 
car parks and make the buses cheaper to use for people.  Charging kids to go to 
school is not on and the price to travel a week is more than it is to pay petrol for a 
car 

Montague Street should be shut to traffic, Its the busiest street in the town and 
impossible to socially distance at the moment 
More Outdoor pedestrian areas 
This area is far from being a priority in my view and I have personally seen no 
evidence to support the quoted observation that the footway on the High Street is 
too narrow to allow safe social distancing,  Instead, with schools returning in August 
the roadway and pavement between the High Kirk and the school still needs to be 
urgently addressed to allow children to cycle to school safely. The easiest way to 
address any perceived issue in the area you identify would surely be just to close the 
road to all but essential traffic. This has been done before during construction works 
with no substantial impact on traffic flow 

There are not enough parking spaces in the town centre as it is, I think this is silly to 
allow one restaurant tables outside u feel the need to stop parking on this Main 
Street used everyday by locals. It’s easy to social distance there as there are two 
sides to the street it is more difficult however to social distance outside the shops on 
Montague street where everyone is in a queue there has never been a queue on 
high street and therefor extremely easy to social distance..total waste of time and 
money for a temporary measure. There are so many places in town that this could 
be more useful but as usual it’s all about who you know. 

I feel this is ludicrous as there are pavements on either side of the street that u can 
safely social distance there are many other main town areas that are used a lot more 
by foot passengers and feel this a total waste of money and absolutely ridiculous! 
The cars make no difference at all and feel this is silly the pavements r pretty much 
the same size all over town!!! 



 

Re question 7, where will those who currently park there go? Will this not create a 
new issue somewhere else? 
I don't really see how what is being proposed will make much of a difference as if 
you  look at other roads in the town centre where parking is restricted people park 
there anyway. It might have been a solution to only walk up the pavement from 
Montague Street on the side of the road with shop fronts and Sam down on the 
pavement nearest he castle. The real problem is the limited parking space available. 
If walking, cycling and wheelchair access were to be truly important then a car park/s 
would be necessary with the town centre pedestrianised, 
Royal Hotel is a health hazard. We reported it to Police Scotland  earlier this week 
for falling debris. 
Whilst I agree that disabled parking provision is vital, leaving disabled bays in place 
will narrow the footway, creating a bottleneck. Unless the whole length of footway is 
widened, it will provide no benefit. Since this stretch of High Street has pavement on 
both sides (albeit narrow), it would make more sense to make the pavements "one 
way" for pedestrians - northbound on the western (castle) side and southbound on 
the eastern. This would eliminate passing issues entirely, and people are used to 
this arrangement now as it is in use in shops, e.g. Co-Op has a one-way system. 
Tower street pedestrian only, remove parking east side of castle 
Complete the repair/reconstruction of the footway that the council removed prior to 
the lockdown.  The high fencing around the work site which used to be the walkway 
adjacent to the "performance area" makes it difficult to cross High Street opposite 
the shops/café/restaurant without walking in the road or trying to manoeuvre around 
the fencing to adhere to social distancing by crossing the street, or for people using 
the "performance area" for sitting with takeaway food and drink as it is now being 
used.  This unfinished project between Castlehill Street and Montague Street has 
become an obstruction to pedestrians and wheelchair users and causes people to 
walk in the road until they can access the pavement.  At this time when walkways 
should be made more accessible, this unfinished council work had made this area 
much less accessible.  As to the question of removing on-street parking between 
Montague Street and Castle Street, I think that parking should only be removed in 
the area in front of the businesses, but not in front of the Old Courthouse. 
I srongly support this idea. I would go further and pedestrianise Montague Street and 
encourage the use of the display area at the junction of Montague Street and High 
Street for cafe use (by existing cafe businesses) and maybe pop-up stalls 
remove delinaeations between road and pavement on Montague St - as would be 
traffic calming and also increase space for pedestrians. I do recognises that this 
would cause local uproar. Other idea would be signs stating that the road way is to 
be shared between pedestrains and motor traffic as Montague St probably more of 
an issue for distancing than High st  - where there are not as many businesses nor 
as great a footfall.    Also the possible temporary re-allocations of the parking spaces 
in front of the Black Bull Bar, Picture Bute and Zavaronnis to a pavement cafe / 
seats. Directly opposite ferry and assists those businesses. 
Make Guildford sq, Montagu st and castle st  car free apart from the disabled spaces 
. Encourage parking off these areas 

 
Business Responses 



 

Widen pavement at East Princes St from 1 East Princes St to Bishop Terrace Brae    
From Albert Pier to Summers Bay Hotel create parking where people currently park 
on the pavement     Create outdoor seating area on Albert Pier 
Make Montague st a pedestrian only area 
Increasing pedestrian spaces, and sort out proper in town parking area in KING 
street. Massive pavement there which could be marked for parking, even make it 
ticketed and the income go into the town funds - help with managing the seagulls 
which are now becoming a public nuisance to people/cars/buildings in Rothesay 
Pedestrianise areas during some set hours and days. 
Why would pavements need widened there are lots of narrower pavements. Eg on 
way to coop Bridge street, tower street, Gallowgate,  wAtergate To name a few! 
Traffic flow through and around Rothesay is difficult and it is hard to see any great 
improvement that could be made on the current long standing arrangements. Both 
cycling and parking on pavements is a problem which should be addressed 

 
Community Organisation Response 
Pedestrian Montague Street from High Street to Tower Street 

 
  



 

Appendix 3: Rothesay Responses to question “Are there any other locations in 
Argyll and Bute you think we should be looking at to create more space for 
people to socially distance and/or walk, cycle and wheel safely?” 
 

Individual Responses 
Much more could be done at Guildford Square to have tables and chairs that could 
be used bu local bars and cafes. 
Why not havea one way system throughout towns? 
The one way pavement system could be introduced in all areas of Argyll and Bute. 
High street at Townhead pavement is narrow. High usage due to campus 
provide a pedestrian/social cycle track alongside road from Ardmaleish to 
Rhubodach 
Remove the parked cars at the corner on barone road and gowanfield terrace.  This 
is an accident waiting to happen for cyclists 
A cycle path from Port Bannatyne to Rothesay and from craigmore to Rothesay. 
Painted in the roAd 
Port Bannatyne 
Ardbeg road (near shop). Parking on both sides of road make it difficult. 
Opposite the castle high street /Montague Street... 
The route on high st from Guildford square to Rothesay joint Campus - to allow 
parents to walk children to and from school safely when they reopen. 
The area of ground at Bishop Street and East Princess Street. It is used to access 
businesses  and for parking of the road but it could be temporary closed to traffic. 
Businesses my need access at certain times only.  There would be a need to allow  
car parking elsewhere in the town 
Montague Street 
No 
There could easily be a cycle lane around the Island 
Albert Pier, Rothesay 
More cycling facilities and seating areas. More Pedestrianised less roads, but 
provide free parking 
Barone Road pavement to Barone cemetery. 
Guildford square for eating/drinking and corner Montague St.  Cycle lines to attract 
and make safe 
Montague Street 
Townhead and High St - put in cycle lane. Also sort out parking at Bute Island Foods 
as too many cars parked on approach to school. 
Stop wasting money, there is 2 pavements tuning up that street, without a lot of cost 
you could make each one a one way system and still keep the much needed car 
spaces 
The gallowgate and Montague st as a pedestrian only from one end to the other 

Montague Street is very crowded, ideally it could be pedestrianised but realise this 
affects local business deliveries too. Altho some places have this in place already 
with specified delivery times. 



 

More car parks  Less car parking in town  Pedestrianise Montague Street  Taxis 
cheaper... £7 odd to the Port is disgusting  Get rid of cars  Sort out the roads  More 
traffic wardens 
Montague Street should be shut off to traffic and be pedestrian only. 
I suggest that all around the castle be safer for people to walk. As I have a pram I m 
limited to space on the tiny pavements 
Montague Street, Rothesay between Tower Street and Gallowgate (except for 
loading) 
As mentioned  a solution to the congestion on the road between the High Kirk and 
the school at peak times needs to be found urgently to encourage cycling and 
improve traffic flow before there is a serious accident on this stretch of road 
Montague street or watergate are the exact same only with queue but no proposal 
for these areas???? 
Not high street! I live here and we manage to socially distance perfectly o park my 
car here everyday I have arthritis but don’t qualify for disabled parking space and 
feel it would be far too far to walk with my car when got shopping etc!!! 
Guildford Square and pedestrianising Montague Street 
Parking on path at flats on high street opposite cotton mill lane make that path VERY 
narrow. TBH more needs to be done in general to stop people parking on paths as I 
believe it is an offence but nothing ever gets done about it and it happens in many 
places. The police also need to be more proactive regarding drivers who 'ignore' 
cyclists and do not give cyclists right of way or safe distance. 
Guildford Square, set it up so all pubs & cafes can create a space like Buchanan St 
in Glasgow or the new area that was created created in Oban 

The square at Montague street and High Street - could some chairs and tables be 
put here to support the hospitality industry, for a few hours each day? 
No 
Enough such spaces in Rothesay, but some should be used for outdoor cafe spaces 
(eg Guildford Square) and a restriction on cafes putting random tables outside on 
pavements thus reducing width 
Stuart Street in Rothesay should have "sleeping policemen" to slow down the motor 
vehicles which turn left into Stuart Street from High Street much too fast for the 
safety of pedestrians and visitors to Bute Museum.  Now that more cars are parking 
on Stuart Street and pedestrians move into the street to safely walk while social 
distancing, the problem of speeding vehicles turning blindly into Stuart Street is more 
dangerous than ever.  When the library and Moat Centre reopen, this problem will be 
even worse with more pedestrians using these community buildings as well as 
people out for a walk with their dogs, babies in prams and children, who use Stuart 
Street to cross town and to appreciate the wildlife in the castle moat and look at 
Rothesay Castle. 
Please see my prvious comments. To me Montague Street is spoled for walking by 
cars, both driven and parked..  It is paralelled by Victoria Street which is easily able 
to take the traffic currently using Montague Street. The display area at the junction of 
High Dtreet and Montague Street is underused but is a natural focal point if used 
creatively. 



 

Completely off track and and issue in Inverclyde - however petitioning and joint 
working across authorities and through the community planning team for luggage 
trolleys at Weymss Bay ferry terminal would help residents of Rothesay with mobility 
issues and or small children (lots without cars). Trolleys would help transfer luggage 
/ baggage between trains or buses and the ferry. I have witnessed and helped a few 
residents and visitors who have been struggling to carry items and make connecting 
journeys. Otherwise Bute and Rothesay is lucky with the space available and is a 
magc place to live. 
Make these changes permanent, particularly for businesses to have tables and 
chairs outside. 

 
Business Responses 
Widen pavement at East Princes St from 1 East Princes St to Bishop Terrace Brae 
and encourage businesses to have outdoor seating     From Albert Pier to Summers 
Bay Hotel create parking where people currently park on the pavement     Create 
outdoor seating area on Albert Pier 

Outside the wee co op in Guildford Sq could use clearly marked queuing areas as 
when it gets busy it's can cause crowding along that stretch of pavement. 
As many restaurants, cafes and bars are unable to open properly, running at lower 
capacity, areas for people to eat and drink outside are very much needed. 
Temporary widening pavements is a total waste and resource of money! Why on 
earth removing car parking spaces here make social any easier. Cross the road to 
castle side as plenty room there 
Very difficult to see how significant cycle routes can be created without mega 
investment and considerable damage to existing environment in the process. We 
probably have to try to encourage more tolerance for different classes of user of the 
facilities we have. 

 
Community Organisation Response 
Garden opposite the Islander Bar in Bridgend Street 

 
 


