
SuDS Guidance  

 
 

• There are many different pieces of guidance relating to SuDS   
• Many from CIRIA alone with “The SuDS Manual” on its third version 



Focus on 4 Recent  
& Forthcoming Documents 

1. The SuDS Manual – C753 
– CIRIA, 2015  

2. Water Assessment & Drainage Assessment 
Guide (WADAG) 
– SUDSWP (Sustainable Urban Drainage Scottish 

Working Party), 2016 
3. Regulatory Method 08 (RM-08) 

– SEPA, to be updated before May 2016 
4. Sewers for Scotland 3rd Ed’n 

– Scottish Water, 2015 



The SuDS Manual 2015 - C753 

• Recognised by most as the go-to guide 
• SEPA have an expectation that all SuDS 

installations will be built to this guide 
• Full revision and released November 2015 
• Very comprehensive at 968 pages! 
• “High level” guide 
• Probably not a cover to cover read but excellent as 

reference 
• Supersedes older “SuDS Manual” of 2007 
• Covers Scottish legislation, policy and best 

practice, although more emphasis on E&W 
 
 



SuDS Manual (2015) C753 

• Part A 
• Introduction 

• Part B 
• Philosophy & Approach 

• Part C 
• Applying the Approach 

• Part D 
• Technical Detail 
• Includes 13 chapters on 

different types of SuDS  
• Part E 

• Supporting Guidance 
• Hydrology & hydraulics 
• Water Quality 
• Inlets & Outlets 
• Maintenance 
• Etc. 



The SuDS Manual (2015) - C753 

• Can be downloaded from 
http://www.ciria.org/Memberships/The_SuDs_Manual_C753
_Chapters.aspx  

• Registration required, but otherwise free to access 
• 2 versions – low resolution and high 
• CIRIA operate the “SusDrain” programme 

http://www.ciria.org/Memberships/The_SuDs_Manual_C753_Chapters.aspx
http://www.ciria.org/Memberships/The_SuDs_Manual_C753_Chapters.aspx


Water Assessment & Drainage 
Assessment Guide (WADAG) 

• Produced by SUDS (Scottish) Working 
Party (SUDSWP)  

• Multi-stakeholder partnership 
– SEPA 
– Scottish Water 
– Scottish Government 

• Planners 
• Transport Scotland 
• Flooding 
• Building Standards 

– Architects (RIAS, LIS), Planners (HoPS), 
Roads (SCOTS), Flooding (SCOTS), 
Developers (HfS, Scot Ent), Building 
Standards (LABSS) 

 
 



WADAG 
• Released Jan 2016 
• Aimed at developers and planners  
• “…is intended to help guide those involved in the 

installation of water and drainage infrastructure 
(both new and retrofitting) through the necessary 
stages to obtain relevant permissions and comply 
with standards and policies.” 

• Guidance for gaining the necessary permissions to 
install water and drainage assets and 
infrastructure. 

• Introduces an expectation “where possible” for 
first 5mm of rainfall to be contained or infiltrated 



WADAG 

 
• Can be downloaded from 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163472/water_asse

ssment_and_drainage_assessment_guide.pdf  
• Other information about 

SUDSWP at 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/diffuse-
pollution/diffuse-pollution-in-the-urban-
environment/#Information  

 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163472/water_assessment_and_drainage_assessment_guide.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/163472/water_assessment_and_drainage_assessment_guide.pdf
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/diffuse-pollution/diffuse-pollution-in-the-urban-environment/%23Information
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/diffuse-pollution/diffuse-pollution-in-the-urban-environment/%23Information
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/diffuse-pollution/diffuse-pollution-in-the-urban-environment/%23Information


Regulatory Method - 08  
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 

• SEPA’s guide to their own officers and external 
applicants 

• Emphasis on water quality & pollution 
• Current version (Aug 2014) will be  
 updated to accommodate new approach  
 to SuDS provisions 
• Will use pollution indices of hazard  

 and mitigation  
• More details in final session – Tools 



RM-08 

• SEPA’s standing Advice to local authorities; 
–  Expectation from SEPA that CIRIA’s SuDS manual 

will be used   
– Also an expectation for interception of first 5mm, 

i.e. source control 

 



RM-08 
• Can be downloaded from 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/152740/wat_rm_08.pdf  

• Transition acceptable through to May ‘16 

   Existing Approach   New Approach 

 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/152740/wat_rm_08.pdf


Sewers for Scotland (S4S) - 3rd Edition 

• Scottish Water will vest (adopt) SuDS if built to their 
standards  

• 3rd edition is now mandatory standards 
• Standards are detailed in S4S 
• Fairly strict about vesting new SuDS! 

 



Sewers for Scotland 3 

• Presently Scot Wat will only vest; 
– Ponds  
– Basins  
– Underground storage  

• “Waiver” required if alteration from standards 
 

• Sewers for Scotland 4th (3a?) Ed’n is already drafted  
– Likely to be more flexible and may contain further end-of-

pipe arrangements 

 
 



S4S3 
Example section through pond 



Any questions? 
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