
Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 

17th November 2015 at 11.00 am within the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

 

Present: 

Rory Colville (Chair) 
Alex McNaughton 
Sandy Taylor 
Richard Trail 
Roddy McCuish 
Gordon Blair 

 

In Attendance: 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 
Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 
Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 
Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 
Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland 

 
 
A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were intimated from Robin Currie. 
 
B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

It was noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

C. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings held on 23rd June 2015 and 3rd September 2015 were submitted and 

approved. 

D. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

1. Dalavich Shop, Post Office & Wild Rowan Café, 39 Dalavich, Taynuilt, PA35 1HN 

The applicant, Elizabeth Foy appeared. It was noted that three objections had been received as follows-  

Malcolm Buchanan, 40 Dalavich, Taynuilt; Christopher Bruce, Dalavich, Taynuilt and Dalavich Social and 

Recreational Club, Dalavich, none of whom were present.  One letter of representation had been 

received from Carol Thomas, The Old School, Dalavich, Taynuilt and five letters of support had been 



received as follows-  Gillian Stolton, 22 Dalavich, Taynuilt; Fiona Lowrey, Dalavich, Taynuilt; John 

MacKinnon, 31 Dalavich, Taynuilt; Donna Saxby, 20b Dalavich, Taynuilt and Helen McKinstray, 2 

Dalavich, Taynuilt. 

Elizabeth Foy spoke to the terms of the application and provided photographs of the interior and 

exterior of the premises to the Board. She advised that the licence would benefit both the local 

community and visitors as it would be the only licensed premises within the area that was open during 

the day. She added that she had been operating for 16 years and no complaints had been received 

within that time. She referred to the objections which had been submitted. She confirmed that there 

were 8 parking spaces but she was not aware of any vehicle being blocked in. She gave an assurance 

that the car park would be monitored on a regular basis as would the walled external drinking area. She 

distributed a copy of the “House Policy” which addressed each of the licensing objectives and would be 

applied in relation to the operation of the premises. She advised that the majority of the entertainment 

would be restricted to acoustic traditional music. She stated that the Social Club was not open to the 

public as it was a members club and it was not her attention to conflict with these premises.  

Roddy McCuish referred to the photographs and asked how long the next door neighbour had lived 

there.  Elizabeth Foy replied 18 years and the neighbours above the premises had resided there for 15 

years. 

The Chair enquired about the potential for any noise issues when events are being held. Elizabeth Foy 

said she did not intend to hold events outwith licensed hours and any events will be small scale with 

some live music. The Chair asked if the capacity of 17 included the external area.  She said it did not and 

advised that the outside area would seat approximately 8 to 10 persons. 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further and, on resuming, the Chair moved that the 

application be granted subject to:- (i) the incorporation of the “House Policy” as part of the Operating 

Plan, and (ii) confirmation of the capacity of the external area. With no-one being otherwise minded, 

this became the decision of the Board. In conclusion, the Chair commended Elizabeth Foy on her helpful 

and informative presentation to the Board. 

2. Furnace Social & Recreational Club, Furnace Village Hall, Furnace, Inveraray, PA32 8XN 

Michael Masters and Eileen Wallace, both members of Furnace Community Council appeared. Michael 

Masters explained that, since the Furnace Inn closed some years ago, it had been missed by the 

community and it was thought that it would be a good idea to create a social club with sporting facilities. 

He advised that the premises were finished 6 months ago and, since then, occasional licences had been 

obtained for specific events which had proved successful. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer confirmed that it was a properly constituted club and the 

nearest on-sales premises were some distance away in Lochgair and Inveraray.  

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for  



3. Tiree Whisky Company Limited, 1A West Hynish, Isle of Tiree, PA77 6UF 

Ian Smith and Alain Campbell appeared and spoke to the terms of the application. Ian Smith advised 

that they produced malt whisky and were hoping to sell the product online. He said that there would be 

no public access to the steel container as it would be used for storage only. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer advised that the steel container had a volume of 1170 cubic feet 

which equated to 10.31 square metres. As there was no alcohol display area, he suggested that the 

capacity figure should be stated as zero on the premises licence. 

Sergeant Quinn, Police Scotland referred to the Chief Constable’s representation (Appendix 1) regarding 

Alain Campbell. 

The Chair moved to grant the application with the amended capacity figure as proposed by the Licensing 

Standards Officer. With no-one being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE 

 
1. The Buffet Shop, 30 Colquhoun Square, Helensburgh, G84 8AQ 

Archie MacIver, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant, Anna Curley, who was also 

present. He spoke to the terms of the application which sought the following:-(i) to amend the trading 

hours for both on and off sales; (ii) to vary the wording of the seasonal variation; (iii) the addition of bar 

meals, dance facilities and televised sport as activities to the Operating Plan;(iv) to amend the terms for 

children and young persons; (v) to increase the capacity of the premises; and (vi) to change the layout of 

the premises with the addition of a mezzanine level and a new kitchen. Mr MacIver advised that this 

was an expansion of the Peckham’s concept, having a delicatessen at the front of the shop and an 

extensive off-sales display of liqueurs, malt whisky and beer at the rear of the premises.  

As a preliminary point, Mr MacIver advised that his client wished to amend the application by varying 

the terminal hour for on-sales on Friday and Saturday evenings from 2.00am to 1.00am and, if the 

10.00am opening on a Sunday caused an issue, then his client was happy to leave this at 12.30pm. Mr 

MacIver explained that it was intended that live entertainment would be available within the restaurant 

at the rear of the premises which would consist mainly of ceilidh events with non-amplified music but 

emphasised that these would not be weekly occurrences. He referred to televised sport and said that no 

Sky sports would be screened, only terrestrial news channels or specialised sports like the 

Commonwealth Games. He referred to the external area and said that a terminal hour of 10.00pm was 

sought for adults and 8.00pm for children and young persons. He stated that the premises was intended 

to be a family friendly type establishment and hence the reason a terminal hour of 10.00pm was sought 

for children and young persons but if this was a problem then his client was happy to comply with the 

Board’s Policy. 



Mr MacIver stated that the shop was 64 square metres but the alcohol display area was only 5.5% of the 

floor area which was similar to 4 other Peckham premises. 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer said that a noise management plan was being sought from 

Environmental Health. Mr Park thought that the children and young persons’ terms were not clear and 

that no baby changing facilities had been mentioned. Archie MacIver confirmed that these facilities 

were located in the disabled toilet. 

Sandy Taylor enquired about the 10.00am Sunday opening. Archie MacIver explained that it was to 

allow customers to have a glass of wine with their food but his client would be happy to keep the 

existing opening time of 12.30pm.  

The Chair asked about the type of entertainment and how often it would be available. Archie MacIver 

advised that it would be the occasional ceilidh with traditional Scottish dancing and would be held 

approximately once a month during the summer season but possibly fortnightly in the future.  

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming, the Chair enquired as to whether 

there was a public bar and was it intended that children and young persons remain until the end of a 

pre-booked function. Mr MacIver replied that the premise was principally a restaurant but there was a 

small bar with five stools. It was intended that young persons be permitted to remain until the end of a 

function. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Chair moved that the application be granted as applied for subject 

to the following:- (i) the terminal hour for on-sales on Friday and Saturday evenings shall be 1a.m.; (ii) 

the commencement of on-sales shall be 11a.m. (previously 10a.m.) Monday to Sunday; (iii) the 

commencement of off-sales on a Sunday shall remain at 12.30p.m.; (iv) the terminal hour for the 

external area shall be 10p.m. for adults and 9p.m. for children and young persons; (v) children and 

young persons must be accompanied by an adult for the purpose of having a meal; (vi) young persons 

may remain on the premises for the duration of a function; and (vii) a noise management plan is to be 

put in place. With no-one being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

2. Co-operative Food, Bridge Street, Rothesay, PA20 0HH 

Audrey Junner, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought to increase the alcohol display area and change the layout plan. Ms Junner 

explained that this was as a result of an extensive refurbishment of the premises with a resultant 

increase of 9.75 square metres. She advised that it was more of a technical increase due to the new 

fixtures being larger than those that were there previously. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

3. Glen Scotia Distillery Shop, 12 High Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6DS 

David Leishman, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought:- (i) to include whisky tasting; (ii) the addition of off-sales on a Saturday 10a.m. 



to 5p.m.; (iii) to permit access by children and young persons provided they are accompanied by an 

adult; and (iv) to amend the layout of the existing licensed area. 

4. Glencruitten Golf Club, Glencruitten Road, Oban, PA34 4PU 

Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought to add outside drinking facilities to the Operating Plan. He explained that the 

existing licence, for reasons unknown, did not include outside drinking on the Operating Plan although 

an outside area was shown on the layout plan. . He confirmed that his client would be happy for a 

terminal hour of 10.00pm for adults and 8.00pm for children and young persons. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

5. MacT’s and The Room Above, 34 George Street, Oban, PA34 6BA 

Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought:- (i) to amend off sale opening hours from 10.00am to 11.30am, Monday to 

Saturday and from 12.30pm to 11.30am on a Sunday; (ii) to amend the seasonal variation; (iii) to amend 

the activities detailed in the Operating Plan;(iv) to amend the terms for access by children and young 

persons; and(v) to increase the capacity from 400 to 540. Mr Murray explained that the existing licence 

comprised  both floors but the ground floor was not licensed. The purpose of this application was to 

restrict the licence to the first floor and licence Skipinish Ceilidh House as a separate entity. . Mr Murray 

advised that children and young persons would be permitted access until 11.00pm for pre-arranged 

concerts as long as they were accompanied by an adult and for weddings, they would be permitted until 

the terminal hour. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer stated that the description of the premises required to be 

changed as it included the ground floor premises. 

Richard Trail asked Mr Murray if the bar would be closed for the under 18’s disco. Mr Murray advised 

that screens would be down for these events although for Scottish Shows, the bar would be open but 

children and young persons would not be permitted in the bar areas. 

The Chair moved to grant the application with the amended description. With no-one being otherwise 

minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

6. Taynuilt Hotel, Taynuilt, PA35 1JN 

The applicant, John McNulty and David Lapsley, General Manager, appeared and spoke to the terms of 

the application which sought:- (i) the addition of online sales of alcohol; (ii) the addition of whisky and 

wine tastings; (iii) the holding of WSET courses; (iv) changes to the layout plan; and (v) amendment of 

the terms for children and young persons. Mr Lapsley said that they wanted to focus more on food 

hence the reduction in the public bar and the extension to the restaurant. He advised that the dining 

room was now an off-sales shop with an alcohol display area of 80 square metres. He added that the 



snug had been reconfigured as a restaurant. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer explained that the snug would be an overflow for the restaurant 

and that he had given advice regarding online sales. He thought that the children and young persons’ 

terms were unclear and questioned if young persons were to be accompanied by an adult. 

David Lapsley stated that a great deal of money had been invested in the snug and it had proved to be 

extremely popular. He said that the terms relating to young persons were already on the existing 

premises licence but they required to amend the access to the public bar area. 

Sandy Taylor advised that he was happy with this provided children and young persons were 

accompanied by an adult. 

The Depute Clerk, Susan Mair referred to the layout plan and clarified that children and young persons 

would be permitted to the dining room, snug area and lounge bar if accompanied by an adult and a 

terminal hour of 8.00pm be imposed for the external area. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application. 

F. APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCE 

 
1. Scott Kerr McMillan, 105 Erradale Street, Glasgow, G22 6PL 

Scott Kerr McMillan and the Operations Manager for Darcy’s (Mr McMillan’s current employer) were 

present. 

Sergeant Quinn, Police Scotland referred to the Chief Constable’s letter of representation (Appendix 2). 

He confirmed that Mr McMillan had notified the Board of his conviction as required by the Licensing 

(Scotland) Act 2005. 

Scott McMillan advised that he had been out socialising on that particular evening and had made a 

mistake. He said that he required his personal licence as he was now a trainee manager and he had 

obtained character references from his friends and colleagues. The Operations Manager stated that 

there were no previous incidents and that no disciplinary action was necessary. He added that Mr 

McMillan’s conduct had been exemplary and that this was an isolated incident. 

Richard Trail enquired about the company and asked if it was based in Oban. Mr McMillan said that it 

was in Glasgow, hence the reason he now resided there. 

The Chair moved that Mr McMillan’s personal licence be endorsed. 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 



G. REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCES 

The Depute Clerk, Susan Mair explained that evidence of the relevant refresher training had not been 

submitted from the Personal Licence Holders listed (Appendix 3). As a result, under Section 87(3) of the 

Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, the licences required to be revoked. 

The Board agreed to revoke the personal licences. 

H. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Kate Connelly, Solicitor spoke to the terms of the report (Appendix 4) by the Clerk to the Board which 

provided details of the consultation undertaken by the external consultant in order to assist the Board in 

considering options in relation to the assessment of overprovision. 

There then followed a discussion amongst the members of the Board on the issue of overprovision. At 

the conclusion of the discussion, it was agreed:- 

I. that there is no overprovision within the Argyll and Bute Council area; 

 

II. agreed that overprovision should be monitored and reviewed in the five identified locations of 

Campbeltown, Dunoon, Helensburgh, Oban and Rothesay particularly in regard to off-sales and 

that these areas be designated as “areas of concern” in terms of overprovision; to be monitored 

through regular and robust reporting systems, the results of which would be reviewed by the 

Licensing Board on an annual basis for a period of three years; 

 

III. that a system of collating analysing and reporting statistical information relevant to 

overprovision be developed on behalf of the Licensing Board by the Working Group, with the co-

operation of relevant partner agencies, including the Local Licensing Forum, and would report 

back to the Licensing Board as and when required; and 

 

IV.  that the Licensing Board agree to the Working Group continuing with reporting as and when 

required to the Board. In addition, the Working Group should encourage the establishment of a 

multi-agency group focused on identifying and implementing initiatives which would lead to 

improved health and other relevant outcomes linked to the consumption of alcohol. 

 

The Chair gave special thanks to Kate Connelly and thanks to the working group for their contribution, 

time and effort. 

I. DATE OF NEXT BOARD MEETING 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Tuesday 18th February 2016 at 

11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

                                                                                                                                     ……………………………………………… 
                                                                                                                                     CHAIRMAN  



 


