
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board Meeting held on 

Tuesday 18
th
 November 2014 at 11.00am  within the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT 

 
 

 Present: 

 

Rory Colville (Chair) 

Alex McNaughton (Vice Chair) 

Richard Trail 

Sandy Taylor 

Gordon Blair 

Roddy McCuish 

Mary-Jean Devon (for Item E1 onwards) 

 

 In Attendance: 

 

 Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland 

 

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

Apologies for absence were intimated from Robin Currie. 

 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  

It was noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 2
nd

 September 2014 were submitted and subsequently approved. 

 

D. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

 

 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tesco Express, Montague Street, Guildford Square, Rothesay, Isle of Bute 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The premises manager was 

also present. Jane macLeod advised that this new store was due to be open in May next year and would be a 

welcome addition to the area of Guildford Square. She said that it would operate similar opening hours to 

the Lochgilphead premises and would employ 16 to 25 full time staff. She advised that the alcohol display 

area would be 3.62% of the total retail space which she understood was within the Board’s current 

guidelines. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

The Co-operative Food Limited, The Avenue, Main Street, Inveraray, PA32 8TR 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The premises manager, 

Christine Stewart, was also present. Jane MacLeod advised that the new premises would be larger than the 

existing store with an alcohol display area of 3.5% of the total retail space. Mrs MacLeod stated that the 

location would ease congestion on the main street.  

 

The Chair asked Mrs MacLeod if it was intended that the premises licence for the existing store would be 

surrendered once the new premises was operational. She said that this was not the intention at present as the 

existing premises were to be disposed of to a tourist-orientated business. 

 

Richard Trail asked for clarification regarding the capacity of alcohol display area as he thought it was 



 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

closer to 10%. Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer, confirmed that the calculations were correct. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

The Co-operative Food Limited, The Clachan, Rosneath, G84 0RF 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The premises manager was 

also present. Jane MacLeod advised that the existing premises licence would be surrendered, when the new 

licence was granted. She confirmed that the alcohol display area would be 3.9% of the total retail space and 

the bigger store would provide a higher level of service. She added that the new car park would also 

alleviate the congestion problems and the new premises would bring employment to the area. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

The Yot Spot (Old Ferry Terminus Building), Pier Square, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DZ 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant, who was also present. She 

spoke to the terms of the application and advised it was proposed that children and young persons would be 

permitted until 9.00pm and the terminal hour for the external area would be 10.00pm. 

 

The Chair noted that this was a small restaurant and was happy with the times for children and young 

persons but suggested a terminal hour of 9.00pm for the external area. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

Mary Jean Devon joined the meeting at this point. 

 

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION 

   

 1. Galbraith’s, 27/31 Main Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6AD 

 

The applicant, Karensa Glendinning appeared and spoke to the terms of her application which sought firstly 

to change the opening time on a Sunday from 12.30pm to 10.00am and secondly, to change the name of the 

premises from Galbraith’s to A McKellar Grocers. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board decided to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 2. Argyll Hotel, 69 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8JN 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The premises manager, Karen 

Ellis, was also present. Jane MacLeod explained that this application sought to permit children and young 

persons access to the main bar area for meals when accompanied by an adult. She advised that the bar area 

had a pool table, dart board and one gaming machine but stressed that children and young persons would 

not be permitted within that area and would be directed to the toilet in the restaurant next door. She advised 

it would not be possible to screen off the area but families would be encouraged to use the restaurant  

whenever possible and they would only be permitted into the bar area if the restaurant was full or in the 

winter when it was quiet. 

 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer referred to his report (Appendix 1) regarding children and young 

persons. He reminded members of the terms of paragraph 13.3 of the Board’s Statement of Licensing Policy 

which provides that the Board will not normally grant a premises licence where children and young persons 

could have unsupervised access to pool tables, dart boards or gaming machines. He advised that he visited 

the premises on 21
st
 October 2014 when he had discussed the application with the premises manager. The 

premises manager had advised that families would only be allowed in the seating at the opposite side of the 

bar area which was well away from the pool table, dart board and gaming machine. If the bar area was 

busy, families would be directed to the restaurant. 

 

The Chair referred to the Board’s Policy and said that he was minded to refuse the application. 

 

 



Jane MacLeod emphasised that children and young persons would be strictly supervised at all times as per 

the Policy and highlighted that the premises were tourist friendly. 

 

Richard Trail said he understood the position but he thought that the bar area seemed inappropriate. In 

response, Jane MacLeod reiterated that children and young persons would be supervised and would not be 

permitted to wander about the bar area. 

 

The Chair stated that he remained of the view that the area was not of a suitable character and atmosphere 

for children and young persons and moved that the application be refused. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

Jane MacLeod requested a direction under Section 25(3) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 which was 

granted by the Board. 

 

 3. Bridgend Stores, Bridgend, Isle of Islay, PA44 7PQ 

 

Ian Ferguson, Solicitor, Campbeltown appeared on behalf of the applicant ans spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought firstly,  to extend the terminal hour from 6.00pm to 10.00pm, Monday to Sunday 

and the opening hour from 11.00am to 10.00am on a Sunday. Secondly, the applicant wished to add a 

seasonal variation to the effect that the terminal hour would be 8.00pm during the period 1
st
 November to 

20
th
 March (inclusive). He said that his client was looking to expand the business, hence the need for 

increased opening hours. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 4. Cardross Post Office and Stores, Main Road, Cardross, G82 5PX 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Dumbarton appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought (1) authority to carry out home deliveries to customers during licensed hours and 

(2) to extend the terminal hour from 7.30pm to 8.00pm, Monday to Saturday and from 1.00pm to 6.00pm 

on a Sunday.  He referred to the Licensing Standards Officer’s report (Appendix 1) relating to the home 

deliveries and confirmed that his client would only operate this service as per the operating plan and it 

would be principally for the more elderly customers but not exclusively. He advised that payment would be 

made on delivery and the required books and invoices would be maintained. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 5. The Garth Inn, 73 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AX 

 

John Steele, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which was seeking to extend the premises by incorporating an adjacent shop premises which 

had been acquired. He explained that the nature of the operation of these premises was to be changing and it 

was principally  going to be a steak house and seafood restaurant with 80 covers and 15 persons standing 

This would result in a reduction of the existing capacity of 250. 

 

Licensing Standards Officer advised that this was a substantial reduction and would affect the operating 

plan. Mr Steele agreed and confirmed that his client would be coming back with more detailed information 

in due course. Susan Mair, Depute Clerk wanted clarification regarding the matter and asked Mr Steele if a 

further variation application, with detailed proposals, would follow. Mr Steele confirmed this would be the 

case and a further operating plan, confirming the details, would be submitted. He added that the extension 

would not be used until the updated operating plan was submitted and agreed by the Board. 

 

Having considered the forgoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 6. La Barca, 33 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AW 

 

John Steele, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought to provide for alcohol to be served with breakfasts. He advised that these premises 

had received an award as the best Mediterranean restaurant in Scotland. A breakfast menu had been 



developed and it was intended that a modest selection of cocktails would be provided along with breakfast. 

This was to be a “breakfast experience” and was already offered by a number of premises in Glasgow. 

 

Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland referred to the terms of his representation dated 30
th
 October 2014 

(Appendix 2). 

 

The Licensing Standards Officer reiterated Sergeant Quinn’s concerns and was concerned that this may set 

a precedent. Further, he was not clear how this sat with the licensing objective of protecting and improving 

public health. 

 

Roddy McCuish queried the operational need for this application. John Steele said it was as a result of 

feedback from customers and the public. He added that his client would be happy to put a restriction on 

what type of alcoholic drinks would be available. 

 

The Chair said he was keen to encourage well run premises but he was of the view that this application did 

not accord with the licensing objective of protecting and improving public health. Accordingly, he moved 

that the application be refused. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

Mr Steele requested a direction under Section 25(3) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 which was 

granted by the Board. 

 

 7. Shower of Herring, Melfort Village Kilmelford, By Oban, PA34 4XD 

 

It was noted that this application was to be continued to the February 2015 Board Meeting. 

 

 8. The County Lodge Hotel, Old Luss Road, Helensburgh, G84 9BH 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Dumbarton appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application which sought a change to the layout of the hotel with the conversion of the function suite, 

lounge bar and public bar to create six new bedrooms and an amended restaurant. He explained that this 

was a considerable reduction to the licensed area which was now a restaurant rather than a bar. 

 

The Licensing Standards Officer agreed that this was a considerable reduction in capacity and although he 

had no issues, he advised that the operating plan would require to be adjusted accordingly. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

   

F. APPLICATION FOR MAJOR VARIATION (continued from previous Board Meeting) 

   

 1. Argyll Bar, 67 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 7PF 

 

  It was noted that this application was to be continued to the February 2015 Board Meeting. 

 

G. APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCE 

   

 1. Claire Little, 15 Lochend Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6NH 

 

  Claire Little appeared. 

 

Sergeant David Quinn referred to his report dated 3
rd

 September 2014, in terms of Section 84A of the 

Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 (Appendix 3).  

 

Claire Little explained that this was an oversight on her part. She had personal issues at the time and was 

unaware she had to notify the Board of the conviction. 

 

The Chair commented that personal licence holders need to be aware and recognise their responsibilities. 

He moved that the personal licence be endorsed. 

 



With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

H. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PERSONAL LICENCE 

   

 1. Kelly May Twemlow, Flat 2/1, 26 Russell Street, Rothesay, PA20 0ES 

 

Kelly May Twemlow appeared. 

 

Sergeant David Quinn referred to his letter dated 22
nd

 August 2014 in terms of section 73(3)(b) of the 

Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 (Appendix 4).  

 

Ms Twemlow advised that all the convictions were within a year of each other and had occurred at a time 

when she had got involved with the wrong crowd. She had also been asked to leave the family home. She 

realised, however, that she had to change her life around and since having a child, this had calmed her 

down. 

 

Paul Tweedley spoke in support of Ms Twemlow. He said that she had worked for him for the last 7 months 

and he had no problems with her. He added that she showed maturity when dealing with various incidents 

that had taken place at work and found her to be extremely capable. 

 

Roddy McCuish asked Ms Twemlow how she could convince the Board that she was a fit and proper 

person. She replied by saying that she was in a bad place at the time of the offences and the fact that she 

was a mother now and had managed to secure employment, proved she had moved on. 

 

Alex McNaughton said he was keen to give someone a second chance and was willing to take her word that 

she had changed but asked if granted, could it be monitored or granted for 1 year. 

 

The Licensing Standards Officer advised that if anything happened within the duration of the licence, it 

would be brought to the Board’s attention and he could monitor the situation through inspections. 

 

The Chair asked Ms Twemlow of the circumstances surrounding the misuse of drugs conviction. She told 

him that she was taken in by someone whom she trusted and had collected some drugs as a favour for this 

person and was subsequently caught and convicted. 

 

The Chair said that it must have taken a great deal of courage to attend the hearing today.  

 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. 

 

On resuming, the Chair stated that he was impressed with the support shown for the applicant and after due 

consideration, moved to grant the application on the basis that the applicant be closely monitored. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

I. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

   

 1. Annual Licensing Standards Report 

 

The Chair noted the contents of the report (Appendix 5) and requested a meeting be arranged with the 

Licensing Standards Officers after the December Board Meeting. 

 

 2. Gambling Policy – Fixed Odds Betting Terminals 

 

Councillor John McAlpine and addressed the Board on the issues regarding Fixed Odds Betting Terminals 

as detailed in the report (Appendix 6). He expressed his concerns about the way they were being used, 

preying on vulnerable people and having an effect on public health. He referred to bookmakers & pay day 

lenders along with the increase in food banks which he thought were linked and asked the Board to consider 

the points at 6.1 to 6.5 in the report. 

 

Kate Connelly referred to point 4.4 whereby measures had been put in place but those lobbying were 

convinced that these measures were not enough. 



 

The Chair commended Councillor McAlpine for bringing the matter to the Boards attention. He asked if 

debit or credit cards could be used as payment and Councillor McAlpine confirmed that they were 

acceptable and there was no limit on the amount you could spend, especially on credit cards. He added that 

poor supervision was also a problem with usually only 1 member of staff within each premises. Mary Jean 

Devon advised that she was aware of 8 gaming machines on one ferry alone and none of them were being 

effectively supervised with children being allowed to play them.  

 

The Chair asked if a report could be produced for the next Board Meeting as he would propose that the 

matter be referred in the first instance to the Council’s Planning, Protective Services and Licensing 

Committee with a subsequent referral on to the full council. 

 

This was agreed by the Board. 

  

J. DATE OF NEXT LICENSING BOARD MEETING 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Wednesday 10
th
 December 2014 at 2.00pm 

within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 (Chairman) 

  

 


