
Argyll and Bute Council news round-up – 4 October 2019 

Welcome to Argyll and Bute Council’s weekly news round-up.  Thank you for reading it. If 
you have ideas on how we could make it more useful for you, we’d love to hear them. 
Please let us know by emailing press@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

£50 million investment secured for Argyll and Bute 

Argyll and Bute Council has welcomed the announcement of a £50million Rural Growth Deal 
as a ‘transformational vote of confidence’ in the area. 

The council has been championing a deal for Argyll and Bute with the UK and Scottish 
Governments, based on a number of projects developed with public and private sector 
partners.  

On Wednesday 2 October, the UK and Scottish Governments announced investment of 
£25million each in Argyll and Bute.  

Read more:  

Did you know? 

Next week, 7-13 October, is Challenge Poverty Week. It’s a chance for everyone to raise 
their voices against poverty and show what is being done to tackle poverty across Scotland. 
You can follow what is going on @CPW_Scotland.  

News 

Council leader meets Cabinet Secretary to discuss population decline: Councillor Aileen 
Morton and representatives from seven other councils met Scottish Cabinet Secretary 
Fiona Hyslop at Holyrood this week to discuss population decline. 

Inspiring leader sought for Chief Executive Role: Inspiring, effective leaders are invited 
to apply for the role of Chief Executive of Argyll and Bute Council. 

Help for local businesses: Free training is available for local businesses in everything 
from book keeping to social media and video production. 

Teaching in Argyll and Bute – the best of both worlds: When Louise Nicol was given the 
opportunity to work as a supply teacher at Rothesay Joint Campus on a temporary, 
three month basis, she jumped at the chance. 

Review endorses council approach to roads’ resurfacing: Focusing roads’ maintenance 
expenditure on improving roads classified as ‘amber’ as well as  ‘red’ is good practice 
and more cost-effective by avoiding greater expenditure by leaving the road condition 
to deteriorate further. 

UK Space Agency funding awarded to Machrihanish: UK Minister for Science, Chris 
Skidmore, and the UK Space Agency announced a package of £488,000 for 
Machrihanish Airbase Community Company (MACC), owners of a former RAF Airbase 
turned business park with airport near Campbeltown. The funding will be used to 
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explore horizontal spaceport development services from the site using UK based space 
technology companies. 

Apply to Oban Common Good Fund: There is still time for individuals and groups to 
apply to the Oban Common Good fund before the next deadline on 15 October. 

 

Consultations 

How good is your place? Between now and the end of October we would like to know what 
you think about the places you live and work. That way we can work out what is important 
for our communities as priority actions. Please help us by taking our survey. 

We are inviting residents of Argyll and Bute to help form the area's Community Food 
Growing Strategy, supporting and encouraging people and communities who want to grow 
their own food.  

Work with us 

Argyll and Bute is a great place to cultivate a healthy work-life balance. So if you’re thinking 

about changing jobs at the moment, why not consider a move here? We’re looking for 

teachers, social workers, community support workers, clerical assistants, catering staff and 

much more. 

Find out about these, and other posts, at MyJob Scotland.  

For information about living and working in Argyll and Bute go to www.abplace2b.scot 
#closerthanyouthink 

Next edition 

We will issue our next news round-up on Friday 11 October 2019.  
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