
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 24
th
 June 

2014 at 11.00 am  within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead 

 

 Present: 

 

Rory Colville (Chair) 

Alex MacNaughton (Vice-Chair) 

Roddy McCuish 

Sandy Taylor 

Mary-Jean Devon 

Robin Currie 

Richard Trail 

Gordon Blair 

 

 In Attendance: 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean Admin Assistant 

Lynsey Innis, Licensing Assistant 

Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

 

  

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

No apologies were intimated but it was noted that Mary Jean Devon would attend later. 

 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  

None noted. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

   

 1. The Minutes of the meeting held on 18
th
 February 2014 and 22

nd
 April 2014 were submitted and 

subsequently approved. 

   

D. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. The Tenth Tee, Carrick Golf Course, Mid-Ross, Loch Lomond, G83 8RE 

 

It was noted that the application was to be continued to the September Licensing Board Meeting. 

   

E. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. Brambles, Main Street, Inveraray, PA32 8TH 

 

The applicant, Victoria Thomson appeared. She advised that the licence was never converted under the new 

Licensing Act and found that there was now a demand for such a licence. 

 

The Licensing Standards Officer, Eric Dearie commented that the 10.00am opening was out with the 

Boards Policy and Mr Taylor asked Ms Thomson if there was a need for this. Ms Thomson said this was an 

error on her part and she had no problem amending the time to 11.00am. She mentioned that she did not 

receive the site notice and asked if she could display it for the next 21 days.  

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk confirmed that the notice was sent from the office and advised that Section 135 

of the Licensing (Scotland) Act gave the Board discretion regarding the failure to display a notice, therefore 

the applicant would need to proceed with the notice and suggested that the notice be displayed for 21 days 

as from now. The Depute Clerk asked Ms Thomson about the extension to 23.59 hours and she said that 

this would only be required for private functions. The Depute Clerk stated that when a private function was 

being held, the applicant would require to notify the Board by email, one week in advance. 



 

Robin Currie enquired about the bank holidays stated on the seasonal variation and Ms Thomson advised 

that these would be Easter weekend and more common holidays. The Depute Clerk said the matter 

regarding bank holidays would require to be clarified, therefore the applicant was to agree specific dates 

with the Licensing office. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted as amended and that the notice be displayed for the next 21 

days on the basis there would be no objections. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 2. Bute Brew Co., 17 Columshill Street, Rothesay, PA20 0HX 

 

The applicant, Aidan Canavan appeared and it was noted that objections had been received from: 

 

Hazel Robertson, 36 Columshill Street, Flat 2/1, Rothesay (Appendix 1) 

Jane Moore, 36 Columshill Street, Flat 1/1, Rothesay (Appendix 2) 

Mr & Mrs Matthew Burley, Flat 0/2, 25 Columshill Street, Rothesay (Appendix 3) 

Residents, 34A Columshill Street, Rothesay (Appendix 4) 

Mr P. A. Prescott, 34A Columshill Street, Rothesay (Appendix 5) 

Christine Aird, Flat 1/1, 38 Columshill Street, Rothesay (Appendix 6) 

 

None of the objectors were present. It was also noted that 2 letters of support were received from: 

 

Sophie Reid, The Dressing Room Bute, 117 Montague Street, Rothesay (Appendix 7) 

Melanie & Richard Dalton, Cannon House Hotel, Battery Place, Rothesay (Appendix 8) 

 

None of the supporters were present. 

 

It was noted that Mary Jean Devon entered the Meeting at 11.15am. 

 

Mr Canavan advised that it was a micro brewery and he had had a lot of support from other licenced 

premises within the area. He said that the visitors centre would provide samples and beer and that customers 

had the choice to stay within the premises or sit in the garden area. He stated that the premises may hold 

live music performances for certain events throughout the year including the Jazz Festival and that usually 

the operating hours would be 12.00pm to 5.00pm but beer clubs and launch nights would be held until 

10.00pm. 

 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer, touched upon the noise issue and said that the premises would 

not be run as a pub and live music would only be played at certain events/festivals and the applicant was 

happy for conditions to be added regarding music/noise. He referred to the wording in his report (Appendix 

9) relating to children and young persons and requested that this be included on the licence. The Chair 

asked Mr Park to explain an ‘appropriate’ adult and he advised that this would be a person over the age of 

18 years in terms of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 

Sandy Taylor enquired whereabouts within the premises would patrons be able to dance and Mr Canavan 

said that some patrons may dance but this would be within the bar area and bar meals would be carried out 

by outside caterers, therefore no food preparation would take place in the premises. 

 

Gordon Blair wanted to know the volume of beer which would be produced and Mr Canavan stated it 

would be 1900 pints per batch (one batch per week) but the business may expand in the future. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. 

 

On resuming, the Chair moved that a maximum of 3 events with live music or occasional licences be held 

per year; capacity to be established at confirmation stage; Environmental Services to devise a noise control 

plan; the terminal hour for the outside drinking area to be 9.00pm and the wording for children and young 

persons to be used as per the Licensing Standards Officer’s report. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 



 3. Samphire, 6A Arkland, Inveraray, PA32 8UD 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Dumbarton appeared on behalf of the applicant. He explained that the premises 

were formerly a tea room and shop and was now a restaurant which will specialise in seafood as well as 

other foods. He advised that his client had no problem with the curfew of 9.00pm and would be happy to 

amend the opening time from 10.00am to 11.00am. 

 

It was noted that an objection was received from: 

 

Mr A & Mrs S McDonald, 7 Arkland, Inveraray (Appendix 10) who were not present. 

 

Mr Gilmour referred to the objection and advised that 2 points had to be considered, the sound proofing and 

the terminal hour of 11.00pm. He confirmed that further sound proofing was to be installed within the next 

week and that alterations had been carried out and approved. Mr McCuish advised he was impressed with 

the work that had been done and asked if the ceiling had also been sound proofed. Mr Gilmour confirmed 

that double skimmed sound proofing had been carried out in the kitchen and similar work would be 

continued throughout the premises. 

 

Sandy Taylor enquired about the requirement for weddings and were these going to be for meals only and 

Mr Gilmour confirmed this. Mr Gilmour commented on the terminal hour for children and asked if the 

chidren could remain later than 9.00pm. The Depute Clerk advised that following the recent review of the 

Licensing Board Policy the principal function for restaurants was the provision of food and the terminal 

hour was to be determined by the licence holder. Mr Gilmour was obliged for pointing out this matter and 

asked if it could be amended to 10.00pm. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted with 11.00am opening and a curfew of 10.00pm for 

children. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

F. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION 

   

 1. Argyll Bar, 67 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 7PF 

   

It was noted that the application was to be continued to the September Licensing Board Meeting. 

 

 2. Black Bull Inn, 3 West Princes Street, Rothesay, Isle of Bute, PA20 9AF 

 

The premises manager, Donna Taylor appeared and explained that the application was to allow children 

under 5 years of age to dine in the designated children’s area. She advised that the  

confirmation notice had been mislaid and the Depute Clerk confirmed that a further notice would be sent 

out and that it should be returned to the Licensing office within 7 days. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

  

 3. Bowmore Distillery & Visitors Centre, School Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, PA43 7JS 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and explained that the 

warehouse was now the new bistro and the application was to incorporate this into the existing licence 

footprint with the addition of further activities and a seasonal variation. She requested a terminal hour of 

10.00pm for children and the same for the external drinking area stating that the distillery was in a private 

location. 

 

The Chair noted on the application that the opening time for the sale of alcohol was 9.00am but Mrs 

MacLeod confirmed that this was an error and should have stated 11.00am. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

 

 



 4. Burnside Bar, 1 Burnside Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6JE 

 

The applicant, James MacLean appeared and advised there was a demand from patrons for 11.00am 

opening on a Sunday. He referred to the outdoor drinking area and was under the impression that Harvey’s 

Lane was to be converted into a pedestrian precinct 18 years ago but had just found out the day before the 

Meeting, the lane was actually part of the highway therefore he required to go through the planning process. 

 

The Chair confirmed the Board was happy to grant the 11.00am opening on a Sunday but he recognised the 

importance within Burnside Square and the possible future investment in Campbeltown. He moved that 

parts 2 and 3 of the application be continued until such time that the applicant is in a position to re-apply for 

the outside area and change to the layout plan. The Depute Clerk advised that in due course, the application 

could be activated and there would be no requirement to re-submit a further application. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 5. Colgrain Bowling Club, Monaebrook Place, Helensburgh, G84 7JD 

 

The Committee’s Secretary appeared on behalf of the Bowling Club and advised that bar meals were being 

provided but had not been included on the operating plan and that the wording of the children’s conditions 

required to be in line with the Club’s Constitution. 

 

Raymond Park stated there was no problem with providing bar meals but under the Constitution, the 

children’s ages clashed with the ages defined in the Licensing Legislation, therefore this needed to be 

amended accordingly. He referred to his report (Appendix 9) and the suggested wording regarding children 

and young persons. 

 

The Chair enquired about supervision and Mr Park said that the word ‘supervision’ was used by the Club 

regarding coaching. The Club Secretary advised that each child had a sponsor who looked after them 

ensuring they were not permitted access to alcohol and that they behaved in an appropriate manner.  He 

added that he was happy to amend the terminal hour for 16 and 17 year olds from 1.00am to 11.00pm. 

 

Robin Currie failed to see the difference between clubs and public houses, therefore asked why young 

persons were not allowed to stay until the terminal hour. Mr Park emphasised that junior members overran 

in legal terms and the amendment was to ensure that both the Licensing (Scotland) Act and the Club’s 

Constitution were covered. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted with the amendment of the terminal hour for young 

persons to 11.00pm and the addition of the suggested children’s conditions stated in the Licensing 

Standards Officer’s report. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 6. Ingram’s Bar, 21-23 Ferry Brae, Dunoon. PA23 7DJ 

 

It was noted by the Board that the application was withdrawn prior to the Meeting. 

 

 7. Islay Whisky Auctions Limited, Unit 2B, White Hart Business Park, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, PA42 7DR 

 

The Premises Manager, Katy Farrell appeared on behalf of the applicant and explained that the steel 

container was being replaced by a blockwork store which was permanent and more suitable. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 8. The Riverhill Courtyard, 26 West Princes Street, Helensburgh, G84 8TD 

 

Eva Robertson, Premises Manager appeared and advised the extended core hours were due to patron 

demand and that the restored cobbled lane would enable her to have a small external drinking area with a 

maximum of 12 persons with a 9.00pm curfew and if possible, 10.00pm on Friday and Saturday evenings. 

Raymond Park emphasised that a curfew would be required due to the close proximity of the flats. Richard 

Trail was happy with the 9.00pm curfew but expressed his concern regarding a 10.00pm curfew because of 



the nearby Princes Street tenements. Ms Robertson stated that the clientele were middle aged and would not 

cause any excessive noise and emphasised that the external area would not be used as a beer garden. 

 

The Chair proposed a curfew of 9.00pm each night but Robin Currie stated that the application should be 

granted as applied for as it was a restaurant, not a pub, therefore a 10.00pm curfew on a Friday and 

Saturday evening was acceptable. Roddy McCuish, Mary Jean Devon and Alex MacNaughton agreed but 

Sandy Taylor thought that 9.00pm would be more appropriate. 

 

The Chair moved to grant with a 9.00pm curfew every night. Sandy Taylor seconded the motion. Robin 

Currie put forward an amendment to grant a 10.00pm curfew on Friday and Saturday evenings and Mary 

Jean Devon seconded the amendment. It went to a vote and there was a show of hands: motion 2; 

amendment 5, therefore the amendment was carried. 

 

 9. Skippers, Inveraray, PA32 8XT 

 

Alexander Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and explained that the premises was 

both a restaurant and public house and the external drinking area would be a useful addition. He requested a 

curfew of 10.00pm for the outside area and both children and young persons would be permitted until this 

time with the exception of a special function whereby an extra hour was sought. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted as applied for with a curfew of 10.00pm for the external 

drinking area. 

 

With no-one else otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 10. First Port of Coll, Main Street, Arinagour, isle of Coll, PA78 6SY 

 

Alexander Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and advised that his client wanted to 

use the smaller room to sell organic wines and beers and that the 10.00am opening for off sales was due to 

demand. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board granted the application as applied for. 

 

 11. The Village Store, The Cross, Furnace, PA32 8XN 

 

The applicant, Michael Masters appeared and advised that he was looking for more space due to demand. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

G.  REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. Bill Tomlinson, Solicitor, Gourock appeared on behalf of the applicant and referred to the premises licence 

and the personal licence, listed at item I.1, as both circumstances were the same. 

 

Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland referred to his report (Appendix 11). 

 

Mr Tomlinson stated that this was an unfortunate situation and that his client, Mr Singh, was adamant he 

was not involved in the incident. Mr Tomlinson stressed that his client was conscious of his obligations to 

the local community and this was a dent in his personal reputation. Mr Singh had received further tutoring 

from the Licensing Standards Officer and everything seemed in order. He added that Mr Singh had been 

running the premises by himself and the creation of a part-tine job had alleviated the situation. He then 

referred to the report from Police Scotland and the part which stated ‘failure to report conviction’. He 

confirmed that he had written to the Clerk advising of the conviction then the matter was referred back to 

Police Scotland, after which, discussions ensued and the letter had gone astray. He advised that the 

Procurator Fiscal accepted this therefore there were no further proceedings regarding the matter. Mr 

Tomlinson added that there were a number of offences under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 and 

admitted that this was a serious matter but asked the Board to take into consideration his submission and 

that his client had learnt his lesson. 

 

 



Raymond Park referred to his report and did not see it the way Police Scotland saw it. He said that Mr 

Singh was somewhat confused regarding the Challenge 25 Policy and certain notices had not been 

displayed within the premises but was surprised that Mr Singh did not report the incident to the Board as he 

had emailed the legal obligations to him. 

 

The Chair expressed his concern regarding Mr Singh’s lack of knowledge as he required to train his staff 

accordingly. Mr Tomlinson stated that his client had frequent meetings with the Licensing Standards 

Officer and had provided appropriate staff training. 

 

Mary Jean Devon also expressed her concern and needed more convincing regarding Mr Singh’s credibility 

as the customer was only 14 years of age. Robin Currie agreed stating he had similar concerns. Roddy 

McCuish asked Sergeant Quinn if the explanation regarding the failure to report the matter to the Board 

changed the terms of their letter and Sergeant Quinn stated that whether a letter was mislaid or missing, was 

not a matter for the Police to determine. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the matter further. On resuming, the Board agreed to suspend Mr Singh’s 

personal licence for a period of 6 weeks and no further action would be taken regarding the premises 

licence. 

 

Bill Tomlinson requested a statement of reasons regarding the decision for the personal licence. 

 

H.  APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PERSONAL LICENCE 

 

 1. Stephen Dickson, 2/1 177 Montague Street, Rothesay, PA20 0HW 

 

Mr Dickson appeared and referred to the first incident and explained that on a night out he was asked to 

hold a bag for a friend. This was witnessed and reported to the Police and as a result he was detained. He 

stressed that he regretted the incident and that it was bad judgement on his part. The second incident took 

place in his house when he had a few friends present. A complaint had been made to the Police regarding 

the excessive noise emanating from the residence and when they arrived they searched the house and found 

an illegal substance.  

 

The Chair asked if anyone was present to support Mr Dickson’s application. Robin Patrick advised that he 

used to be the licensee of the Argyll Arms in Rothesay and being a musician, played in the premises 

occasionally. He stated that Mr Dickson was basically running the premises and that he was a good judge of 

character at work. 

 

Sergeant Quinn referred to his report (Appendix 12). 

 

Richard Trail noted that previous convictions had not been listed on the application but Mr Dickson 

explained that he tried to submit the application as quickly as possible and misread the question. He added 

that if the application was refused he would probably lose his job and there may be a likelihood the 

premises would have to close. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming the Board granted the application but 

the Chair advised Mr Dickson that if at any time, within the next 10 years, he appears before the Board, his 

personal licence would be revoked. 

   

I.  REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCE 

 

 1.      Devinder Singh, 23 Finbracken Drive, Sandbank, Dunoon, PA23 8PH 

 

         It was noted that the application was considered along with Item G 1. 

   

J.          ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

   

  No business was noted. 

 

 

 



K.           DATE OF NEXT BOARD MEETING: 

 

               It was agreed that the next Licensing Board Meeting would be held on Tuesday 18
th
 November 2014 at  

               11.00am within the Council Chamber, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 (Chairman) 

  

 


