
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 24
th
 April 

2012 at 11.00 am  within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead 

 

 Present: 

Roderick McCuish (Acting Chairman) 

Donald MacMillan 

James McQueen 

Robin Currie 

 

 In Attendance: 

Peter Robertson, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Administrative Assistant 

Lynsey Innis, Licensing Assistant 

 

  

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

Having received apologies from the Chairman Daniel Kelly, James McQueen moved that Roderick McCuish be 

elected to the position of temporary Chairman.  This was seconded by Donald MacMillan, and as such this 

motion was carried. 

 

Further apologies for absence were intimated from Neil MacKay and Vivien Dance.  Mr McCuish advised that 

since the last meeting of the Board, both Alister MacAlister and Al Reay had sadly passed away. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 14
th
 February 2012 were submitted and subsequently approved. 

 

C. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

Ben Lora Craft & Coffee Shop, Benderloch, By Oban 

 

The applicant, James Hanlin, appeared personally and spoke to the terms of his application.  He advised that 

the premises were to provide restaurant facilities for locals and tourists alike with children and young 

person’s being permitted within the premises at all times provided that they are accompanied by a 

responsible adult.  Mr McCuish asked Mr Hanlin if the premises had the necessary baby changing facilities 

in place.  Mr Hanlin, confirmed that they had.  Mr McCuish also requested that a terminal hour be provided 

in respect of the outdoor area.  Mr Hanlin confirmed that this was to be 8.00pm. 

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted. 

 

Garragh Mhor, Ellenabeich, Oban 

 

The Depute Clerk advised that this application was to be continued to the Board meeting in June 2012. 

 

   3.  Scotch Corner, 142 George Street, Oban 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roseann Ogden, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  She requested that the date of commencement of the licence be in three weeks time. 

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted.  Ms Ogden is to liase with 

Clerk’s office regarding the date of issue.      

 

 

4.    Taynuilt Golf Course Clubhouse, Taynuilt Sports Field, Taynuilt 

 

       Jane Thomson, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant.  Ms Thomson spoke to the terms of  

       the application.  She advised that two members of the club, Mr D Thomson and Mr M Irvin have recently 

       completed the Personal Licence qualification and as such are now in a position to train other members of the 

       club.  Ms Thomson advised that the club wished to operated the hours of 11.00am to 11.00pm on  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. 

       Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, but explained that as the club operated on a volunteer basis it  

        may not always be possible to open for all of these hours.  She advised that there would be after match 

       meals and snacks available on the premises, referring to the plan of the premises and the two hatched areas,  

       one of which being for alcohol and the other for food with children and young person’s being permitted        

       access away from the bar area.  There would also be a decked area which would be licensed   Ms Thomson    

       advised that her clients were aware that for some private functions it may be necessary to obtain occasional     

       licences.   

 

       Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer advised that he was aware that this was a new venture and that   

       from the discussions he had had with the applicant there was a possibility that a variation would be   

       submitted within the next 6 months as they were hoping that the first 6 months would give them an idea of  

       how the premises operated.  Robin Currie asked if the premises would remain open from 11.00am to  

       11.00pm on the days requested for the first 6 months.  Mr Dearie confirmed that when possible the premises  

       would be open for these hours, and that he was working alongside the applicant and that they would review  

       the situation in 6 months time.  Ms Thomson advised that the hours may vary if no one was available.  Mr  

      Currie, again, queried the hours.  Ms Thomson advised that it is not always practical to open the premises, for  

      example if the weather conditions did not allow golfers to play a round of golf, or if none of the volunteer’s 

      were available to cover the hours.  Mr Dearie referred to the application and advised that the relevant section  

      of the form had been completed in respect of seasonal variations to reflect this.  The Depute Clerk explained  

      to Mr Currie that the application states that every effort would be made to ensure that the premises were open 

      however intervening conditions may make this impossible and that the applicant along with the Licensing  

      Standards Officer would monitor the situation with a view to lodging the necessary variation in the future.   

 

      Ms Thomson further advised that the volunteers were to be given the appropriate training later this week.  Mr  

      McCuish asked whether there was a terminal hour in place for the outside decking area.  Ms Thomson  

      confirmed that this was to be 9.00pm.   

 

      Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted.   

      

 

5.    The Three Villages Community Hall, Arrochar 

 

       Mr Bill Lowe, Hall Convenor and Ms Liz Bailey, Director appeared and spoke to the terms of the  

       application.  Mr Dearie advised that he had worked closely with Ms Bailey over the operating plan and  

       advised that he found it to be “up to scratch”. 

 

       Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted.   

 

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

 

1. The Putechan Hotel, Bellochantuy, By Campbeltown 

 

The applicant, Andrew Groom, appeared personally and spoke to the terms of the application.  He advised  

of the 3 main areas of the premises, the bar and restaurant, function suite and outside patio area.  Mr 

McCuish asked whether there was a terminal hour in place for the outside patio area.  Mr Groom confirmed 

that this was to be 10.00pm.   

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted.  Mr MacMillan advised that he 

was pleased to see the premises opening again.   

  

   

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION  

   

 1. Ailsa Bar, 6 Shore Street, Campbeltown 

 

Having noted that the applicant was neither present nor represented, the Board agreed to continue the 

application until the Board meeting in June 2012.   

 



 

 2. Anchor Hotel, Harbour Street, Tarbert 

 34 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

Alexander Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  He advised that the aim of his clients was to have a family friendly bar.   

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.   

 3. Argyll Arms Hotel, Southend, By Campbeltown 

 

The applicant appeared personally and spoke to the terms of the application.   

 

Having noted the foregoing the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

 4   4. Caol Ila Distillery, Port Askaig, Isle of Islay 

 

Georgette Crawford appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application. 

 

Having noted the foregoing the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

 5. Claredon Hotel, 1 Shore Street, Oban 

 

E. Thornton, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application.  

He advised that the request for the 10.00am opening time for On-Sales was due to today’s economic climate 

as his client had seen a gap in the market that they wish to tap into.  Mr Thornton advised that his clients 

wished to cater in breakfasts for the early morning tourists who have been travelling for hours and are 

looking for a meal and a drink.  He advised that his clients envisaged this to be mainly coach parties, where 

many of the people were foreign and that the trying to explain to them why they cannot have a drink in 

licensed premises would be quite complicated.  Mr Thornton advised that his client was aware that should 

the Board grant the application, a restriction to ensure that with every drink sold a meal must be supplied, 

and that his client would be happy with this.  With regard to the change of name, Mr Thornton advised that 

the premises had been known locally as McCaig’s Return for some time and that the application was to bring 

the licence into the loop.  Mr Thornton moved the Board to grant the application as applied for. 

 

Mr McCuish asked whether the premises already sold full cooked breakfasts.  Mr Thornton advised that they 

did not at present.  He advised that the difficulty for his client was trying to explain to foreign customers that 

they could not have a drink with their meal.  He advised that his client intended to make the meal a 

traditional Scottish breakfast and not just a bacon roll. Mr Thornton further advised that there had recently 

been considerable money spent on revamping the premises as a new kitchen had recently been upgraded and 

the applicant wished to improve the financial viability of the business and not just use food as a subdefuge.   

 

Mr MacMillan asked Mr Thornton where the patrons come off the buses as he is aware that most buses are 

parked in the car park beside Tesco’s.  Mr Thornton advised that most passengers disembark on Shore Street.  

Mr MacMillan asked if they require to pass the premises to get into the town.  Mr Thornton advised that 

most  will as the public signs take you in that direction.  Mr MacMillan then asked whether a 10.00am 

opening hour would make much difference.  Mr Thornton referred to the current economic climate and 

advised that his clients felt the need to make the effort as a huge number of licensed premises are closing 

every week.   

 

Mr McCuish congratulated the premises on its recent revamp, but advised that he could not see a 10.00am 

opening hour making a huge difference.  Mr McCuish advised that in his opinion, granting the additional 

hour would be against the Public Health Licensing objective and therefore he moved that the application be 

granted in respect of the name change but that the application to serve alcohol from 10.00am on all days for 

On-Sales be refused.   All members agreed. 

 



 

       6. Fyne Ales Brewery, Achadunan, Cairndow 

 

The applicant, James Delap, appeared personally and spoke to the terms of the application.  He advised that 

at present the premises could only offer small tasters, however with the expansion the premises they would 

be able to offer food also.  The aim was to offer a “pie and a pint.”  The pie would be sourced from a local 

deli in Inveraray.  Mr McCuish enquired as to the possibility of outside drinking and requested that a 

terminal hour be provided in this regard.  Mr Delap advised that there was a small area in the courtyard that 

would be utilised for this purpose, but advised that in the evenings, between 7.00pm and 11.00pm were for 

bookings only, and as such would not be in use every evening.  The Depute Clerk, Peter Robertson advised 

that this had been covered in the Seasonal Variation section of the Operating Plan lodged previously with the 

Clerk’s office.  Mr McCuish asked whether the premises had been fitted with baby changing facilities.  Mr 

Delap advised that it had been. 

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.    

  

       7. Lagavulin Distillery, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay 

 

Georgette Crawford appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application. 

 

Having noted the foregoing the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

       8. Lodge Oban Commercial No. 180, 7Albany Street, Oban 

 

Jane Thomson, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application.  

She advised that the purpose of allowing children and young person’s entry to the premises on a Saturday 

was to allow members with their families to enter for games during the day.  With regard to Boxing day, Ms 

Thomson advised that the party held was a family party and not only for members.   

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.   

 

       9. Mount Stuart Visitors Centre, Mount Stuart, Isle of Bute 

 

The Depute Clerk advised the Board, that the applicant had been advised that attendance was not required.  

Having established that there were no objections or comments from either Strathclyde Police or the 

Licensing Standards Officer the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

     10. Oban Lorne Rugby Football Club, The Clubhouse, Glencruitten Drive, Oban 

 

E Thornton, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application.  

He advised that many of the functions taking place in the premises are family orientated and start at 8.00pm.  

At present the licence stipulates that children and young person’s are only permitted access to the premises 

until 9.00pm.  The purpose of the application is to ensure that bookings for functions are made easier to 

accommodate families.  Mr Currie advised that he was not in favour of children and young person’s being 

permitted entry until 1.00am on a general evening, but on an evening that had a function he would not mind 

them being in the premises until 1.00am provided that they were accompanied by a responsible adult.  Mr 

Thornton advised that his client would be happy with this restriction.   

 

Having noted the foregoing the Board agreed that the application be granted with a restriction that children 

and young person’s are permitted entry to the premises until 1.00am for the purpose of attending a function, 

provided that they are accompanied by a responsible adult.  The Board also agreed to delete the current 

premises manager under S125 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 

 1111. The Shop, McCaig Road, Oban 

 

Alexander Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.   

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 



     12.  The Waterfront, Railway Pier, Oban 

 

Alexander Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  He explained that the demand for the hours requested had been shown by the number of 

occasional granted since Christmas.  He advised that the premises are run as a diner during the day and a 

drinking establishment in the evening, with disco’s and live entertainment being offered.   

Mr McCuish enquired as to whether there was a demand for a 2.00am terminal hour on a Sunday.  Mr 

Murray explained that the demand came from the “workers”, this being the people who worked in the hotels 

and bars on Friday and Saturday nights.  Mr McCuish asked Mr Murray to explain how the premises would 

not be a nuisance as there were a block of residential flats at the station.  Mr Murray addressed Mr 

McCuish’s concern and advised that the only possible issue would be from patrons moving back and forward 

to the premises, however he did not envisage this to be a huge issue. 

Mr McCuish asked whether the occasional’s referred to earlier had been issued in respect of a Sunday 

evening.  Alexander Murray advised that they had not.  Mr McCuish asked whether there were any other 

premises within the locality that had a 2.00am terminal hour on a Sunday night.  Mr Robertson advised that 

there was 1 premises.  Mr McCuish advised that he personally was not happy with the 2.00am terminal hour 

on a Sunday, but that he would be guided by Strathclyde Police and the Licensing Standards Officer.  Mr 

Currie asked how Mr Murray could prove that there was a demand for the hour if there had been no 

occasional licences issued in respect of a Sunday evening.  The Depute Clerk, Mr Robertson advised that the 

requirement to prove a demand was more relevant under the Licensing (Scotland) Act 1976, but advised that 

it was part of the Board’s Policy to show a demand for the hours requested.   

 

Mr McCuish moved that the application be granted in respect of the hours on a Friday and Saturday each 

week, but to refuse the hours for a Sunday evening each week.  Mr Murray appealed to the Board to grant a 

1.00am terminal hour on a Sunday if they were minded to refuse the 2.00am terminal hour. 

 

The Board adjourned and on resuming Mr McCuish moved that the application be granted as applied for 

with the exception of a Sunday, which should have a terminal hour of 1.00am.  All members agreed. 

 

     13. Wilsons Garage, 95 Alexandria Parade, Dunoon 

 

The Depute Clerk advised the Board, that the applicant had been advised that attendance was not required.  

Having established that there were no objections or comments from either Strathclyde Police or the 

Licensing Standards Officer the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 



 

F. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCES (ANNUAL FEES) 

   

 1. Balmoral Hotel, 4 Craigard Road, Oban 

 

E Thornton, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the Licence holder and advised the Board that his clients 

had failed to make payment due to the pressure of the current financial climate and the pressure of business.  

He apologised on behalf of the Licence holder.  Mr McCuish advised that he was glad that the fee had been 

paid, but noted that it was 6 months late.  The Board advised that a written warning was to be issued and if 

not paid on time, this year, the Licence holder was to be cited to appear at the first available Board meeting 

after this time.   

   

 2. Kilchrenan Inn, Kilchrenan, By Taynuilt 

 

E Thornton, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the Licence holder and advised the Board that his clients 

had failed to make payment due to the pressure of the current financial climate and the pressure of business.  

He apologised on behalf of the Licence holder.  Mr McCuish advised that he was glad that the fee had been 

paid, but noted that it was 6 months late.  The Board advised that a written warning was to be issued and if 

not paid on time, this year, the Licence holder was to be cited to appear at the first available Board meeting 

after this time.   

 

 3. Lord of the Isles, Craobh Haven, Ardfern, Lochgilphead 

 

Having noted that there was no one present and no representation Mr McCuish asked Mr Dearie, whether the 

premises were still trading, Mr Dearie advised that they were.  Having noted the foregoing the Board agreed 

that the Licence be suspended with immediate effect, until such time as the outstanding fee had been paid.   

 

 4. Rabbie Burns Tavern, 20 Gallowgate, Rothesay, Isle of Bute 

 

Having noted that there was no one present and no representation, the Depute Clerk, Mr Robertson advised 

the Board that the fee was still outstanding and that the premises had ceased trading.  Having noted the 

foregoing the Board agreed that the Licence be revoked with immediate effect.  

 

 5. The Tartan Tavern, 3 Albany Terrace, George Street, Oban 

 

Having noted that there was no one present and no representation, the Depute Clerk, Mr Robertson advised 

the Board that the fee was still outstanding and that the premises had ceased trading.  Having noted the 

foregoing the Board agreed that the Licence be revoked with immediate effect.  

 

G. HEARING FOR REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCE 

   

 1. Elaine Cameron-Callander, Cherry Tree Cottage, Glencruitten, Oban 

 

Andrew Thompson, Solicitor, Stirling appeared on behalf of the Licence holder Elaine Cameron-Callander 

who was also present.  Sergeant George Stewart of Strathclyde Police spoke to the terms of his report 

(Appendix I).  Mr McCuish asked Sgt Stewart to confirm that the case was heard at Oban Sheriff Court.  Sgt 

Stewart confirmed that it was.   

 

Andrew Thompson advised that this particular incident arose around a year ago under the Premises Licence 

review, he advised that the conviction detailed in Sgt Stewart’s report is being appealed.  Mr Thompson 

advised that there was a build up of events, he explained that an application was made on 19
th
 February 2010 

by email to Colin Weir, Clerical Assistant for an event on 20
th
 March 2010. He added that another 

application made the following weekend was later granted. He went on to say that a further email was sent to 

Colin Weir on 19
th
 March 2010 to enquire about the application for the 20

th
 March 2010 but his client 

received an ‘out of office’ reply, following which, his client forwarded the enquiry to Rona Stewart. He 

advised his client spoke to someone in the Council by telephone on the Saturday morning and was told that 

the enquiry would be passed on to the relevant person to deal with, therefore his client thought that it was 

acceptable to proceed and operate under the extended hours. Mr Thompson continued by saying that there 

were instances in the past whereby occasional licences were issued at the last minute and admitted it was an 

error of judgement on his client’s part.  Mr Thompson advised that the trial allowed the incident to be looked 



at more clearly.  He advised that his client had subsequently received an apology from the Licensing Board’s 

office as the application had been found on the system, he advised that there was no reason why the 

application had not been processed but was advised that Colin Weir had been “snowed under”.  Mr 

Thompson advised that this in itself was an admission that the Board’s officials had failed in their duties.   

 

Referring to Section 83 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, Mr Thompson asked the Board not to consider 

the other pending proceedings outlined in Sgt Stewart’s report as his client, Ms Callander had not been found 

guilty of these offences yet.  He advised that when you look at the Licensing Objectives the actual operation 

of the venue had not caused a breach in said Objectives.  Mr Thompson advised that the options open for the 

Board to consider were to (a) do nothing; (b) to endorse the licence or (c) to revoke the licence.  Mr 

Thompson advised that in his opinion the correct disposal would be to endorse the licence, bearing in mind 

that 3 endorsements would lead to the licence being revoked.  He advised that his client  had held her hands 

up to the offence but was looking for the Licensing Board to admit its failure also.   

 

Mr MacMillan asked Mr Thompson to confirm that his client had received emails from Colin Weir.  Mr 

Thompson advised that she had in relation to previous applications.  Mr MacMillan enquired as to whether 

copies of these emails could be provided.  Mr Thompson confirmed that he could.  Mr Currie asked for 

clarification from Strathclyde Police that there was no occasional licence in place for this particular night and 

that the person was charged and convicted.  Sgt Stewart of Strathclyde Police confirmed that this was the 

case.  He advised that Mr Armstrong  confirmed to the attending officers on the evening in March that the 

application was granted and that there was no party propaganda  to support the evening.   

Mr Thompson objected to the line of questioning on the basis that it sought to elicit evidence on a matter 

which the licence holder had not been given fair notice of .  Mr Currie advised that Sgt Stewart was only 

answering a question put to him.  The Depute Clerk advised Mr Thompson that Sgt Stewart was dealing with 

a matter that had been raised on behalf of the licence holder namely that there had been nothing secretive 

about the function.  He advised that he was entitled to bring this to the Board.  Mr Thompson disagreed as 

this was not referred to in the review.  Sgt Stewart continued with his narration.  He advised that Lynsey 

Innis categorically stated that there was no record of the application being made and no telephone agreement 

made that the application was granted.  Mr Thompson confirmed that the application had been made, 

submitted and paid for.  Sgt Stewart advised that the enquiries made suggested that no application had been 

made by Mr Thompson’s client.  The Depute Clerk advised that the application had in fact been made.  Mr 

Currie advised that there had been no extension of hours granted despite the application being made.  Mr 

McCuish enquired as to whether there was any record of the telephone conversation with a Council official 

on the Saturday morning.  Mr Robertson confirmed that enquiries had been made and that he could confirm 

that there were no Licensing staff in the building on that morning and the book whereby people entering the 

building must sign in and out of, was blank for that day.   

 

Mr McCuish enquired as to where the appeal was at present.  Mr Thompson confirmed that the appeal had 

been submitted and was in process.  Mr McCuish confirmed that the extension application had neither been 

refused nor granted.   

 

The Board adjourned and on resuming Mr McCuish moved to suspend Ms Callander’s Personal Licence for 

a period of 6 months.  With no one being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board.   

 

Mr Thompson requested a Statement of Reasons.   

 

 

H. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. Paparazzi, Breadalbane Street, Oban 

 

The Depute Clerk, Peter Robertson confirmed that his understanding was that the criminal proceedings in the 

sheriff court had been continued until May 2012 within the Oban Sheriff  Court.  On this basis Mr Robertson 

advised the Board that it would be proper course to continue the review until the Licensing Board meeting in 

June.  

 

Having noted the foregoing, this became the decision of the Board.   

 

  

 

 

 



2. The Lighthouse (formerly The Creggans Inn), Shore Street, Kilcreggan 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the Licence holder, Paul Munro, who was also 

present.  Mr McCuish advised that the Board would like to hear from Strathclyde Police, then Mrs MacLeod, 

the Licensing Standards Officer and any objectors.   

 

Sgt Stewart of Strathclyde Police, spoke to the terms of his report (Appendix II).  Mrs MacLeod advised that 

she was providing representation on behalf of Brunton Miller, Solicitors, Glasgow.  Mrs MacLeod spoke to 

the terms of 3 letters of support received in respect of the premises.  She explained the area within the 

premises and advised that there were flats above.  She spoke of the incident on 6 February 2012 and advised 

that her clients deeply regretted this and intended to plead guilty in the upcoming Court case.  She advised 

that this was the night that the premises were showing the final of the Superbowl for the Supporters Club.  

She advised that Mr Munro had mistakenly thought that his wife had applied for the extension of hours and 

Mrs Munro thought that Mr Munro had applied.  Mrs MacLeod asked for clarification as to whether this 

could be included in the review or did it require to be dealt with separately.  The Depute Clerk advised that 

as Mr Munro accepted the events as outlined in the Police report in respect of the Superbowl event and 

admits serving alcohol outwith licensed hours this can be considered as the part of the overall review.  The 

Board agreed.   

 

Mrs MacLeod spoke of the various complaints that had been made towards the end of 2011.  She advised 

that apart from the event on 6 February 2012 there had been no other issues.  She referred to the letters of 14 

March 2011 and 9 November 2011 from the Licensing Standards Officer which were both unsigned which 

included details of meetings with 2 Licensing Standards Officers and Sgt Stewart of Strathclyde Police and 

the monitoring period of 3 months.  She advised that Mr Munro had not received the letter regarding the 

meeting and was not aware of the monitoring period until 8 February 2012, which was the end of the 

monitoring period although he welcomed any support he got from the Licensing Standards Officer and 

Strathclyde Police.  Mrs MacLeod referred to the letter of complaint and advised that this was from a 

resident near the premises.  She advised that the acts playing within the premises had been the same as they 

always had been but to combat any noise issue her client contacted the Council’s Environmental Health 

Section regarding the noise levels but was advised to continue as normal as no complaints had been received 

by them.  She further advised that in terms of smokers congregating outside the premises, they were limited 

to 6 at any one time.   

 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer, outlined the meeting held on 9
th
 November 2011 and produced a 

signed copy of the letter, dated 8
th
 November 2011. Mrs MacLeod and her client accepted this but Mrs 

MacLeod emphasised Mr Munro did not ever receive the letter. Mr Dearie then referred to his report 

(Appendix III ). Peter Robertson, Depute Clerk to the Board advised the Members they may request 

information from any persons and ask Mr Dearie for a copy of the complaint and that Mrs MacLeod could 

request an adjournment to take Mr Munro’s instructions in relation to the letter. He stated that the 

complainants could attend although they do not have to. Mr MacCuish decided to proceed with what had 

been heard. Mr Dearie reminded the Board the application for a Review Hearing was from Strathclyde 

Police, not the complainants. 

 

The Chair moved that the Board continue the review hearing to a subsequent date and requested that both 

complainants and supporters attended the continued hearing to provide information to the Board. Mrs 

MacLeod confirmed that an action plan was prepared and put in place therefore asked the Board to deal with 

the matter now as this would be unfair on her client and it was not in the public interest to delay further. 

 

The Chair proposed that the hearing be continued but as there was no seconder, the motion fell.  

 

Robin Currie asked Sergeant Stewart where the complainant resided and he replied saying there were 4 

complainants. Mr MacCuish related back to the Meeting on the 9
th
 November 2012 and asked what steps had 

been taken by Mr Munro regarding the noise issue and Mrs MacLeod advised that her client requested extra 

Police visits and an action plan, which was also agreed by the Licensing Standards Officer, was put in place.  

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. 

 

On resuming, the Chair proposed a written warning and with no-one else being otherwise minded, this 

became the decision of the Board.  The Board also made a finding that Mr Munro had acted in a manner 

which was inconsistent with the licensing objectives and resolved to hold a hearing under section 84 of the 

2005 Act in respect of Mr Munro’s personal licence. 



I. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

  

1. 

 

Absence of the Chairman  

 

Having noted that the Chairman Daniel Kelly, was likely to be absent due to ill health for a number of weeks, 

the Board agreed that Mr Roderick McCuish should continue in the role of acting Chair and deal with any 

applications or issues which fall under delegated powers  until such time as Mr Kelly resumed his position. 

 

J. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

   

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Tuesday 26
th
 June 2012 at 11.00am within 

the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                   ---------------------------------------  

  (Acting Chairman) 

   

   

  

   

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


