
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 20
th
 

November 2012  within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead 

 

 Present: 

Sandy Taylor (Chairman) 

Robin Currie 

Fred Hall 

Richard Trail 

 

 In Attendance: 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Lynsey Innis, Licensing Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant  

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

  

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

Apologies for absence were intimated from Gordon Blair, Rory Colville, and Mary-Jean Devon.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 4
th
 September 2012 were submitted and subsequently approved. 

 

C. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION: 

   

 1. Ardencaple Hotel, Shore Road, Rhu 

 

Valerie Graham of the Spirit Group and Janet McNair, Designated Premises Manager of the premises 

appeared and spoke to the terms of the application.  The Licensing Standards Officer advised that as part of 

his visit to the premises it had become apparent that the operating plan required to be “re-visited” to ensure 

that the premises were operating in line with the operating plan.  Mr Park suggested that “at the discretion 

of the management” be inserted where dealing with drinking outwith permitted hours.   

Richard Trail asked if this was not the default position in relation to anything that takes place within the 

premises.  Mr Park stressed that if it was not written within the operating plan it may be implied but 

forgotten about in the future.   

The Chairman enquired as to the current capacity of the premises, he had noted that this was 760 persons 

for on-sales and was unsure whether this was accurate.  Ms McNair advised that there had never been an 

occasion where there were 760 persons on the premises.  Ms Graham advised that this was probably closer 

to 300 persons.  Mr Taylor asked whether the applicant was happy to amend the operating plan to reflect the 

capacity of 300 persons, Ms Graham advised that this would be fine.   

 

Having established that there were no comments from Strathclyde Police, the Board agreed to grant the 

application subject to the suggestion of the Licensing Standards Officer and with the new capacity figure.  

 

 2. Argyll Vinters, 18 Hillfoot Street, Dunoon 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  She advised that there were approximately two deliveries a month with the possibility of more 

over the festive period.  The Licensing Standards Officer advised that as part of his visit to the premises it 

had become apparent that the operating plan required to be “re-visited” to ensure that the premises were 

operating in line with the operating plan.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from Strathclyde Police, the Board agreed that the 

application be granted as applied for.   

 

 3. The Barn Bar, Lerags, By Oban 

 

The applicants, Mr and Mrs Battison, appeared personally and spoke to the terms of the application.  Mrs 

Battison advised that the demand was largely driven by the chalet development, to which the premises are a 



part of.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing 

Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.   

 

 4. Howards Way, 23 Battery Place, Rothesay, Isle of Bute 

 

The applicant, Mr Howard, appeared personally and spoke to the terms of the application.  He advised that 

the application was largely driven by local demand and that as part of the variation was to allow children 

and young persons of all ages access, baby changing facilities had been added to the premises.  Robin 

Currie enquired as to the exact ages of children and young persons and as to whether the access would be 

restricted to having a meal.  Mr Howard confirmed that children and young persons would be ages 0 to 17 

years and that they would only be permitted when accompanied by an adult for the purposes of taking a 

meal until 8.00pm unless resident.  The Depute Clerk clarified that the variation only sought to extend the 

ages of the children and young persons from 5 -17 years to 0 – 17 years.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing 

Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.   

 

 5. Iona Abbey, Isle of Iona 

 

Lisa Daniels of Historic Scotland spoke to the terms of the application.  Richard Trail advised that he hoped 

that the changes would not adversely affect the atmosphere within the abbey.  Ms Daniels confirmed that 

the changes would be inkeeping with the premises.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing 

Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.   

 

 6. The Loch Lomond Arms Hotel, Main Street, Luss 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Dumbarton appeared on behalf of the applicant, who was also present, and spoke 

to the terms of the application.  Mr Gilmour spoke of the issue of the Notice of Rejection to the Temporary 

Occupation Certificate.  He advised that the hotel had being carrying out an extensive refurbishment to the 

value of £2,000,000.  He explained that the issue was solely the replacement of fire retardant strips within 

32 doors.  He continued to advise that there were three issues which prevented the building meeting the 

required standards.  Firstly his clients had requested that the Council’s Building Control specify what work 

was to be done, he advised that they received no response until 23 October 2012, secondly there had been a 

dispute between the English architect and the contractor carrying out the alterations.  He explained that the 

architects were not one hundred percent sure of the Scottish requirements and as such fitted the wrong 

doors.  The doors fitted had strips which provided half an hour of fire protection where the ones required 

have one hour of fire protection.  Finally there had been a disagreement between Building Control and the 

contractors regarding what the difference would be in regards to the strips.  Mr Gilmour advised that 

Building Control had incorrectly issued the Notice of Rejection.   

On summing up Mr Gilmour gave an undertaking to have to outstanding works, which was primarily the 

replacement of 32 doors, completed by Saturday 24
th
 November 2012.  He confirmed that he had visited the 

premises in the morning prior to attending the meeting and already half of the doors had been fitted.  Mr 

Gilmour moved the Board to grant the application subject to the undertaking.   

 

The Chairman, advised that the Board would consider the application in two ways:- (1) the application itself 

and (2) the issues of fire protection.   

 

Richard Trail advised that he was happy to accept the assurances that the works would be completed by 

Saturday 24
th
 November 2012.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing 

Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be granted subject to the undertaking. 

 

The Depute Clerk requested that an email confirming works were completed be sent to the Clerk’s office as 

soon as possible. 

 



 7. Lodge at Portavadie Marina, Portavadie, Millhouse, Tighnabruaich 

 

Elaine Campbell, Solicitor, Rothesay appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  Raymond Park advised that he had discussed a dispersal policy with the applicant and could 

confirm that it was in place.  He further advised that he had no adverse comments to make.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from Strathclyde Police, the Board agreed that the 

application be granted as applied for. 

 

 8. Portavadie Marina, Portavadie, Millhouse, Tighnabruaich 

 

Elaine Campbell, Solicitor, Rothesay appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  She advised that when the premises opened it employed 25 people, now it employs 75 people.  

Ms Campbell advised that the marquee referred to in the application has both a Building Warrant and a 

Completion Certificate in place, but that it is used very rarely, and is mainly for weddings.  On summing 

up, Ms Campbell advised that the facilities were of good value.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing 

Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for.   

 

 9. The Royal An Lochan, Shore Road, Tighnabruaich 

 

Alistair Macdonald, Solicitor, Stirling appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  Mr Macdonald advised that the hotel was a 24 hour premises.   

Robin Currie commented that there was quite a difference between what the premises currently enjoyed and 

what they had applied for in terms of children and young persons.  Mr Macdonald advised that his clients 

had envisaged a situation where a family arrived at the premises after a long journey and go to the bar for a 

refreshment without having a meal.  He confirmed that if in the restaurant they would be having a meal and 

also that children and young person’s would be permitted access at functions.  Mr Currie asked whether this 

would mean that children aged 6 could still be in the bar at 12.50am.  Mr Macdonald confirmed that this 

could be the case but that his client would be guided by the Board.   

The Chairman asked if Mr Macdonald could describe the outside drinking are and explain how the capacity 

of the premises would increase by 20 persons giving a total of 100 people for on-sales.  Mr Macdonald 

referred to the plans and explained that this was a beer garden area at the side of the premises with a car 

parking area to the rear.  He explained that using the formula provided by the Council’s Building Standards, 

the premises could hold up to 150 people, however his clients felt that 100 people was a more realistic 

figure.   

Mr Currie reverted back to his query about children and young persons and expressed that he found it 

concerning that children and young person’s could be in the bar area at 12.50am for example.  Mr 

Macdonald explained that this would be at the management’s discretion. 

Mr Taylor advised that he has no difficulty with children and young persons who are resident within the 

premises, or attending a function but for children and young persons who are not resident he would be 

minded to seek a terminal hour.  Mr Macdonald explained that with the nature of the premises an 8.00pm 

curfew would not work.  After much deliberation it was agreed that a terminal hour of 10.00pm be placed 

on the bar area only.   

With regard to the terminal hour for the outside drinking area it was agreed that this would be 10.00pm 

also.   

Mr Taylor referred to the comments from Strathclyde Fire and Rescue relating to the capacity of the 

premises.  Mr Macdonald advised that he had spoken with Watch Commander Alexander MacLean who 

had no opinion on the matter but had felt it necessary to make the applicant aware.  Mr Taylor asked the 

Depute Clerk to liase with the Council’s Building Control and confirm that they are happy with the increase 

in capacity.   

 

Having established that there were no adverse comments from neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing 

Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for, subject to confirmation 

from the Council’s Building Control.    

 

 10. The Top Shop, 139 Alexander Street, Dunoon 

 

The Depute Clerk advised that there was no attendance or representation required for this application.  



 

Having considered the application and having established that there were no adverse comments from 

neither Strathclyde Police nor the Licensing Standards Officer, the Board agreed that the application be 

granted as applied for.   

 

D. APPLICATION FOR PERSONAL LICENCE: 

   

 1. Nicole Bridgewater, 9 Ross Crescent, Lochgilphead, PA31 8ZS 

 

The applicant, Nicole Bridgewater, appeared personally.  The Depute Clerk advised the Board that there 

had been a representation (Appendix I) received from Strathclyde Police in respect of this application.  

Inspector Watson of Strathclyde Police spoke to the terms of the representation.  He advised that having 

interviewed the applicant he was satisfied that the non-declaration of conviction was purely an oversight.  

Ms Bridgewater spoke to the terms of her application.  The Chairman asked Ms Bridgewater about her 

experience in the licensing trade.  Ms Bridgewater explained that she had previously worked in the Victoria 

Hotel, Lochgilphead as a member of the bar staff and as a supervisor in the Argyll Hotel, Lochgilphead.  Mr 

Currie asked for the reason that she had failed to declare the conviction.  Ms Bridgewater advised that this 

was because she didn’t realise that it was a relevant conviction as it had been dealt with by way of a fine 

and there had been no court appearance.  Ms Bridgewater apologised for her error.   

 

Having noted the foregoing and being satisfied with Ms Bridgewater’s explanation the Board agreed that 

the application be granted.   

 

   

E. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCES (ANNUAL FEES): 

   

 1. The Depute Clerk gave a verbal update with regard to the premises who had not paid their annual fees 

which had been due by 1
st
 October 2012.  She advised that to date there were 41 outstanding annual fees.  

The Board agreed that a separate date be fixed for some time in January 2013 with a view to holding a 

Review of Premises Licence for the premises who had not paid following a further reminder letter which 

was to be issued by the Clerk’s office in the coming week.   

   

F. ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

   

 1. Review of Licensing Policy Statement 

 

The Chairman explained that  the Board required to review the current Licensing Policy Statement.  He 

advised that this had to be complete by November 2013.  He further advised that the Board would be 

meeting with the Local Licensing Forum on 19
th
 December 2012 as part of their process and would be 

involving members of the trade also.   

 

 2. Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

 

The Chairman took the opportunity to welcome Susan Mair as the Depute Clerk to the Licensing Board. 

   

G. DATE OF NEXT BOARD MEETING: 

   

 It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on 19
th
 February 2012 in the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead. 

 

   

 

  

 (Chairman) 

  

 


