
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 

19
th
 November 2013 at 11.00 am  within the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead 

 

 Present: 

Rory Colville (Chairman) 

Robin Currie 

Mary-Jean Devon 

Richard Trail 

 

 In Attendance: 

Graeme Forrester, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Sergeant John Hendrie, Police Scotland, Dumbarton 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

 

 

A. ELECTION OF CONVENOR 

 

 Richard Trail moved that Rory Colville be elected to the position of Chairman. This was 

seconded by Mary Jean Devon and the motion was carried. 

 

B. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

 

 

C. 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Sandy Taylor and Gordon Blair. 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest.   

 

D. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3
rd

 September 2013 were submitted and subsequently 

approved. 

 

E. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE: 

  

 1. 19 Stafford Street, Oban 

 

Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant. He advised that the 

premises would be selling only fine whiskies and wine and emphasised that orders via 

the internet required to be paid by credit card and the courier would require a signature 

and proof of age. He stated that there was a demand for this type of service from locals 

and tourists. 

 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer reminded Mr Murray that a day book should 

be kept and completed by the applicant and the courier for each sale. Mr Murray 

reiterated that only specialist whiskies, wine, beer and lager would be available and 

that tastings would be free of charge. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied 

for. 

 



 2. 92 – 94 West Princes Street, Helensburgh 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and referred 

to the Licensing Standards Report (Appendix 1) and explained an amendment to the 

layout plans which would result in a 10% reduction of the floor area and only 2 alcohol 

display areas. He then referred to the Police representation letter (Appendix 2) and 

confirmed that the conviction was against Muhammad Hashid Ali not the premises 

manager, Muhammad Zahid Ali. He said the two men were brothers and this may have 

caused confusion, therefore asked the Board not to take the letter into account as it was 

not accurate. Mr Gilmour explained that his clients relocated from 116 West Princes 

Street as they required larger premises due to competition from premises such as 

Waitrose and stated that if the application was granted, his clients would then surrender 

the existing licence, therefore overprovision was not an issue. 

 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer stressed that even after the amendment, 

the alcohol display was still, in his opinion, excessive. 

 

Sergeant John Hendrie referred to the conviction and stated that to his knowledge it did 

belong to Muhammad Zahid Ali but advised he would confirm this with the Court. 

 

Richard Trail stated that the conviction was irrelevant and the relocation of the 

premises made sense as they would be closer to the town centre. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as per 

amended layout plans. 

 

 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

Islay Whisky Auctions Ltd, Unit 2B, White Hart Business Park, Port Ellen, Islay 

 

The applicant, Katy Farrell appeared and explained that the application was purely for 

storage and distribution of Scottish, mainly Islay, whiskies. She said that monthly 

auctions would be held for approximately 10 days at a time and the alcohol would be 

dispatched from the container. 

 

Richard Trail asked Ms Farrell who would be delivering the alcohol and if she was 

aware of the age verification policy. She advised that she had links with a local courier 

service and their website had all the information required. The Chair reminded the 

applicant that record keeping was essential. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied 

for. 

 

Plaisir Du Vin, Fairfield Gardens, Kilcreggan, Helensburgh 

 

The applicant, Michael Hier appeared and explained that he would be selling wines 

from France, Luxembourg and Italy from the self- contained basement in his house. 

 

Raymond Park asked Mr Hier if he intended to charge for tastings and he confirmed 

that there would be no charge. He said that he would only use a recognised courier for 

deliveries and had been advised accordingly by Mr Park regarding the age verification 

policy.  Mr Hier confirmed he had applied for Section 50 Certificates and was aware of 

the records he required to keep. 

 

Having noted the foregoing the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied 

for. 



 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.      

Bowmore House, Shore Street, Bowmore Isle of Islay 

 

The applicant, Andrew Jackson appeared and said he would like to offer 

complimentary drinks to residents only and maybe sell collectable bottles. 

 

Mr Park pointed out that the terminal hour for off-sales was 10.00pm not 11.00pm, 

thus the application should be amended. Mr Jackson advised that he was not aware of 

the terminal hour and agreed to amend accordingly. Robin Currie queried whether the 

proposed activities required a premises licence but the applicant advised it was up to 

himself to apply for a licence and was happy to do so. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as 

amended. 

 

The Glen Bar  & Restaurant, Carradale, Campbeltown 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iain Ferguson, Solicitor, Campbeltown appeared on behalf of the applicant, Mr Currie, 

who was also present. Mr Ferguson advised that his client had experience in the 

licensed trade and his family resided in the area. He stated that the premises would 

open at approximately 8.30am for the provision of tea and coffee but the current 

commencement time of 11.00am would remain for the sale of alcohol. A terminal hour 

of 9.00pm was also being sought for the outside drinking area. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied 

for with a terminal hour of 9.00pm for the outside drinking area.  

 

 

 

F. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

   

  The Riverhill Courtyard, 26 West Princes Street, Helensburgh 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant. Mr Gilmour 

explained that the premises had been beautifully restored and intended to target the 

family market. He added that cooking demonstrations and live music would be 

available and that he could not see an issue regarding over provision. 

 

Raymond Park noticed that live music was not included on the operating plan which 

was noted by Mr Gilmour and confirmed he would check this with his client and that a 

further application would be submitted accordingly. The Depute Clerk clarified the 

position by saying that this could be applied for by way of a Major Variation 

application. The Chair noted that the off-sales terminal hour for Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday evenings should be 10.00pm instead of 11.00pm and Mr Gilmour agreed. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as 

amended. 

 

 

G. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION: 

   

 1. Aldi, Lynn Road, Lochavullin, Oban 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. She 

explained the premises had a wide range of stock hence the necessity for a greater 

display area over the festive period which would result in a minor increase to 9.5% of 



the total amount of space in the premises and emphasised that this was not to become a 

permanent increase. 

 

The Chair was reassured it was only a seasonal application and asked Mrs MacLeod if 

it was her client’s intention to have a seasonal or general range and she stated that it 

would be a general range but that there may be a Scottish focus or a seasonal emphasis. 

The Chair was concerned that this would lead to an increase in consumption of alcohol 

but Mrs MacLeod assured the Board only the range of alcohol would increase which 

would genuinely be required for the seasonal period and that other alcohol like super 

lagers would not be included. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as 

applied for. 

 

 2. Ardgartan Caravan Park and Campsite, Ardgartan, Arrochar 

 

The premises manager, Laurent Agoustinelli appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

explained that after an extension to the premises, it resulted in a small increase of 

capacity both internally and externally. 

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 3. Carradale Hotel, Carradale, Campbeltown 

 

The applicant, Marcus Adams appeared and referred to his application. 

 

The Chair mentioned the wording which was approved at the previous Meeting 

regarding seasonal variations, a copy of which was given to the applicant. The Chair 

asked the applicant if he was happy to agree to this and Mr Adams stated he would 

prefer to have the opportunity to close more in the winter. The Chair then asked if it 

was amended to 2 hours later and 2 hours earlier in the winter period would this be 

acceptable and Mr Adams replied yes but he would like to be able to close on certain 

days.  

 

The Chair moved that closing on certain days be refused and grant the application as 

follows: 

 

To open 2 hours later and close 2 hours earlier in the winter period and 1 hour later and 

1 hour earlier in the summer period. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

   4. Co-operative Group Food Limited, Rieclachan, Campbeltown 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The 

premises manager, Colin Middleton was also present. Mrs MacLeod referred to the 

application and stated that the increase in the alcohol display area of 8 additional 

plinths was due to demand and showed the Members photographs of the area in 

question. 

 

The Chair asked for clarity regarding the photographs and Mrs MacLeod explained the 

plinths which would display cases of wine, beer and cider, could be moved about and 

the increase in capacity from 6.3% to 7.7% was only a minimal change. The Chair 

enquired about children and the visually impaired and how the new plinths would 

affect these customers and expressed his concern regarding the height of the plinths. 



Mrs MacLeod advised that a camera would be positioned appropriately to allow for 

supervision of the relevant area and that the Company had strict health and safety 

policies in place. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied 

for. 

 

 5. Dunoon Argyll Bowling Club, 66 Mary Street, Dunoon 

 

William Strathdee appeared on behalf of the Club and stated that the extension on a 

Friday night was purely for the Domino League and variations 2 and 3 were as a result 

of discussions with Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer. He showed the Board 

the plan of the external drinking area which indicated a smaller area from the plan 

originally submitted and he explained that no children would be permitted within the 

yellow area outlined on the plan. 

 

Having considered the foregoing the Board agreed to grant the application subject to 

the amended layout plan. 

 

 6. The Garth Inn, 73 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

explained that detailed plans would follow once planning permission had been 

received. 

 

Raymond Park advised that he walked along the outside of the premises with a 

partially sighted person and stated that some form of demarcation around the external 

drinking area would be required but emphasised this matter would be more applicable 

to Planning rather than the Board. 

 

Richard Trail enquired as to the extent of the area and asked if it was only on Clyde 

Street, to which, Mr Dalgleish replied yes.  

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application with a 

terminal hour of 9.00pm for the outside drinking area. 

 

 7. Masala Twist, 29 James Street, Helensburgh 

 

Peter Lawson, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and he advised 

that there were also two Directors present. He explained that the premises had changed 

the name from La Belles and another application for the same premises was detailed at 

item H2 on the agenda and asked if this application could be dealt with at the same 

time.  

 

Mr Dalgleish stated that he received instructions from his client to withdraw the 

application at item H2. 

 

Mr Lawson said the premises were being run as a restaurant now and only wanted to 

add some of the amendments listed at item H2. Mr Dalgleish confirmed he was happy 

with this. 

 

The Depute Clerk sought to clarify the position by asking the applicant’s agent if the 

variations sought in item H2 were to be incorporated in this application as follows: 

number 1 was to retained; at number 2, the word ‘gaming’ was to be deleted and 

number 3 was to be deleted altogether. Mr Lawson confirmed that this was the case. 



 

Returning to the present application Mr Lawson gave a brief background of the 

premises and advised that there was the possibility of dancing at some special events, 

albeit, this would not be a regular occurrence and only acoustic music would be 

provided. 

 

Raymond Park raised the subject of deliveries and the Chair enquired if the staff would 

be trained accordingly regarding this matter. Mr Lawson said it was the same policy as 

with other premises whereby food would be included as well. Mr Trail asked Mr 

Lawson about record keeping and children and young persons. Mr Lawson assured the 

Board that this would be in place and that children and young persons would be 

allowed in the premises whilst having a meal with a terminal hour of 11.00pm for 

children and young persons on Friday and Saturday evenings and, if attending a 

function, until the end of that function. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application subject to 

the amendments. 

 

 8. Mira Mare Restaurant, 82 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

explained that the Wee Kelpie, the fish and chip shop, was to be removed from the 

Mira Mare licence and two licences, those of the Mire Mare and the Storm Restaurant, 

would be combined operating an outside area which would incorporate the front area 

of the Storm Restaurant, which is currently operating as a gymnasium. 

 

Raymond Park expressed concerns regarding the management of the 2 premises and 

could not understand who would run what. He enquired if the owners of the Wee 

Kelpie and the gym were aware of the application. He added that the Storm Restaurant 

was no longer licensed due to it having ceased trading. 

 

Sergeant John Hendrie, Police Scotland referred to his representation letter. 

 (Appendix 3). 

 

Douglas Dalgleish stated that the tenant and the fish and chip shop were not involved 

and the other 2 parties had agreed terms as per the application and that the premises 

manager had taken over the Mire Mare recently making him manager for both 

premises, if granted.  He mentioned that if a licensed restaurant was not trading, this 

did not mean the premises had no licence in place. He suggested that not to grant it 

would be a sad omission to the CHORD Project. 

 

Robin Currie sought confirmation regarding the running of the 3 premises and advised 

from his interpretation, they had 1 owner and the 2 premises in question were leased 

and the applicant wanted to incorporate these premises into the 1 licence creating an 

external drinking area across both premises. Mr Dalgleish said this was correct and 

confirmed that no objections had been received and the notice was duly displayed. 

 

Mr Park advised that the manager for the Mire Mare Restaurant was only aware of the 

outside area and was not expecting to be managing the gym. Mr Dalgleish reiterated 

that the manager did not have to personally manage all parts and an agreement had 

been signed to approve the whole operation. 

 

Mary Jean Devon also expressed concerns regarding the liability of the premises 

manager and the contents of the Police representation letter and proposed that the 

application be continued for clarification. 



 

The Chair moved that the application be refused on the grounds of Public Order and 

Public Nuisance. Richard Trail seconded the motion. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

Mr Dalgleish requested a direction under Section 25 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 

2005 which was agreed by the Board. 

 

 9. Oban Distillery, Stafford Street, Oban 

 

It was noted that there was no attendance or representation. It was considered a simple 

application and having considered the application, the Board agreed to grant as applied 

for. 

 

 10. Rossdhu House, Garden Cottages and Lodges, Loch Lomond Golf Club, Luss 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

spoke to the terms of the application. 

 

Mr Park referred to the 9.00am opening and suggested it may create a potential for 

breakfast drinking but Mr Dalgleish pointed out it was only 1 hour earlier as the 

premises already opened at 10.00am. 

 

Sergeant John Hendrie referred to his representation letter (Appendix 4). 

 

Richard Trail asked Mr Dalgleish to justify the early opening and why should 

corporate events be any different. Mr Dalgleish stated that all applications should be 

considered on their own merit. This application would allow a small quantity of 

alcohol to be consumed after a couple of hours of golf, therefore would not open up a 

huge opportunity for breakfast drinking. Mary Jean Devon felt that this would 

introduce alcohol to sports events and had real concern over the early opening.  Robin 

Currie added that other premises had been refused 9.00am opening in the past. 

 

The Chair enquired about gaming within the premises and Mr Park advised they were 

entitled to 2 gaming machines but this would require to be included on the operating 

plan. 

 

Having considered the foregoing the Board determined to refuse the 9.00am opening 

and grant the remainder of the application. 

 

 11. Spar Licensed Grocers, 92 Montague Street, Rothesay 

 

It was noted that there was no representation. Mr Park advised that the applicant was 

aware that alcohol could not be sold before 10.00am. 

 

The Depute Clerk advised the Board that they could grant or continue the application.  

If the decision was to grant the application, the Board would be required to take into 

account that in terms of the Act, off-sales may only be licensed from 10.00am. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted subject to the amended opening hours. 

Mr Trail seconded the motion and with no-one else being otherwise minded, this 

became the decision of the Board. 

 

 



 12. Station Bar, 24 East Princes, Helensburgh 

 

The applicant, Karen Ashman appeared and referred to the report from Environmental 

Services (Appendix 5) and the public objection received from Ms Robertson 

(Appendix 6). She advised that the objector no longer resided above the premises, 

therefore she had not expected an objection to be lodged. 

 

Mr Park advised that he had spoken to the applicant regarding previous objections in 

2007 relating to noise nuisance as a result of which a noise limiting plan was put in 

place and a requirement for sound proofing within the premises. He said that, to date, 

nothing had changed. Ms Ashman confirmed that a false ceiling was fitted after 2007 

to alleviate the problem. 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solictor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the objector and gave 

a brief history of the objections his client submitted in previous years. He said that Ms 

Robertson was at present looking after her elderly mother but had plans to return. He 

explained that his client’s flat was not directly above the premises but the next one 

along and the dividing wall acted as a funnel for the noise, particularly live 

entertainment. He added that assurances were made at the time that work would be 

carried out but no changes were made. He mentioned that the smoking ban had 

escalated the problem creating more noise and smoke outside the premises. 

 

Karen Ashman explained that Scottish and Newcastle Pubs Limited carried out 

independent sound checks and stated that no assurances were given but she had since 

spent a considerable amount of money to resolve the matter and could not do anything 

else. The Chair referred to the report from Environmental Services which stated no 

alterations had been made and Ms Ashman said she thought the objector had moved 

away hence the reason she had applied for the variation but emphasised only 3 live 

bands and 1 karaoke event had been held all year and 2 of them were in the afternoon. 

 

Robin Currie enquired when the last inspection was carried out and Mr Park said it was 

in 2007 and there was no requirement for Environmental Services to be involved as the 

music ceased at 11.00pm. Mary Jean Devon noted there was no objection letter 

received from the current tenant and Mr Dalgleish advised that an objection was 

submitted but was received after the last lodging date, therefore could not be 

considered. 

 

The Chair moved that, from the information given, the application be refused on the 

basis that insufficient insulation had been installed and Richard Trail seconded the 

motion. Robin Currie thought it was premature to refuse the application on the basis of 

a report dated 6 years ago and moved for an amendment. Mary Jean Devon seconded 

the amendment. The Chair exercised his casting vote, the motion was carried and the 

application was refused. 

 

 13. The Club House, Carrick Golf Club, Mid Ross, Loch Lomond 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

explained the terms of the application.  

 

Mr Park advised that a separate licence would be required for each tee including a 

designated premises manager and referred to a similar set up at Gleneagles Golf 

Course but they had a fixed area which was licensed with a premises manager in place. 

 

Robin Currie thought it was unique and considered that no objectives would be 

compromised but Mary Jean Devon advised she would not support the application 



saying it may be of benefit to the licence holder but would have a detrimental effect 

upon public health. Richard Trail enquired about the licence at Gleneagles and Mr Park 

stated that a marquee was in place for the spectators but there was a permanent 

structure for the golfers. The Chair asked Mr Dalgleish to explain how granting the 

licence would improve public health. Mr Dalgleish emphasised that the licence would 

be used mainly by golfers with only the odd spectator and found it reasonable for 

golfers, after a long day to have a drink and added that there would be little likelihood 

of over- consumption. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be refused and to grant the change of capacity. 

Robin Currie moved for an amendment and stated that the objectives were not in place 

just to promote public health. As there was no seconder, the amendment fell and the 

motion was carried. Robin Currie asked for his dissent to be recorded.  

 

Douglas Dalgleish requested a statement of reasons. 

 

 14. The Palace, 11 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

explained that a small increase in capacity was sought and to permit an external 

drinking area on the footpath. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application with a 

terminal hour of 9.00pm for the outside drinking area. 

 

 15. The Port Charlotte Hotel, Main Street, Port Charlotte, Isle of Islay 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

advised that this was a ‘tidy up’ application following a visit from the Licensing 

Standards Officer.  

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted with a terminal hour of 10.00pm for 

the external drinking area. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 

H. APPLICATIONS CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS BOARD MEETING 

   

 1. The Waterfront, No 1 Railway Pier, Oban 

 

It was noted that there was no representation and Richard Trail moved that the 

application be refused on the basis there was no justification why it was required. The 

Chair seconded the motion and with no amendment, the motion was carried. 

 

 2. La Belles, 29 James Street, Helensburgh 

 

Douglas Dalgleish, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared and advised he had instructions 

from his client to withdraw the application. 

 

 

 

 

 

   



I. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

   

 1. Statement of Licensing Policy 

 

It was decided to arrange a meeting with the Licensing Forum as soon as possible to 

discuss the Licensing Policy statement. 

 

 2. Statement of Gambling Policy 

 

Having considered the statement, the Policy was agreed by the Board. 

 

 3. Chief Constable’s Report to the Licensing Board 

 

The Board noted that the report was reassuring as there was very little reported crime. 

The Chair asked to pass the Board’s thanks to the Chief Constable. 

  

 

 

J. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

   

  The next meeting of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board will be held on Tuesday 18
th
 

February 2014 at 11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 

8RT. 

   
 

 

 ………………………………………………….. 

                 (Chair) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


