
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 

18
th
 February 2014 at 11.00 am  within the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead 

 

 Present: 

Rory Colville (Chairman) 

Alex McNaughton 

Robin Currie 

Mary-Jean Devon 

Richard Trail 

Roddy McCuish 

 

 In Attendance: 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Sergeant John Hendrie, Police Scotland, Dumbarton 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

 

 

The Chair welcomed Alex McNaughton and Roddy McCuish to the Licensing Board. 

 

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

 

  Apologies for absence were intimated from Sandy Taylor and Gordon Blair. 

 

 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 

 

 

C. 

 

There were no declarations of interest.   

 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 19
th
 November 2013 were submitted and subsequently 

approved. 

 

 

D. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

 

 

 1.     R.S McColl, Main Street West, Inverarary, PA32 8TU 

 

          David Crank, Solicitor, Liverpool appeared on behalf of the applicant. The Area      

          Manager, Mark Bicker and objector, Mr Neil Armour were also present.  

 

          Mr Crank explained that an amendment to the terminal hour from 10.00pm to 8.00pm 

          had been sought as a result of the objection and assured the Board that his client was   

          keen to address all issues. He said that the area regarding litter would be monitored  

          regularly and tidied when/if necessary and that new refrigeration units would make a  

          considerable difference to the noise level. He confirmed that his client would look into  

          the issue regarding roof repairs and he would take this up with the landlords to try and 

          resolve the matter. He added that over provision was not an issue as this was a modest  

          application and relevant matters regarding the confirmation would be dealt with in due 

          course. 

 

          Neil Armour, Danna, Main Street West, Inveraray referred to his objection (Appendix  

          1). He advised that he had lived above the premises for 29 years and never had any   

 



          problems but he voiced his concern regarding 2 matters. He stated that over provision 

          was an issue as there were 3 other licensed outlets, 2 of which were within 50 metres  

          from the premises and he could not see a requirement for a further off-sales. He  

          continued by saying that the condition of the premises was in a poor state of repair and  

          there were several problems which needed rectified and added that the extended  

          opening hours would increase the possibility of noise and disorder. 

 

          David Crank emphasised that the premises did not just propose off-sales as it was more  

          a convenience store which would benefit the whole Community. 

 

          The Depute Clerk to the Board, Susan Mair, clarified the matter in relation to over  

          provision by saying that the Board had no definitive policy and that detailed analysis  

          was in the early stages at present, therefore this matter could not be considered but she  

          said it she would be interested in finding out Mr Crank’s views on this. 

 

          Mr Crank continued by stating that he could not comment on the other 3 licensed  

          premises but stressed that the application would not create over provision. He  

          reiterated that his client was offering more than just a licensed unit and was upgrading 

         ‘tired’ premises to benefit everyone in the area. 

          

          The Chair asked if it was the applicant’s intention to stay open until 8.00pm over the 

          Winter months. Mr Bicker advised that he would look at this carefully but said the  

          same terminal hour seemed to work for other stores. The Chair then asked for  

          clarification regarding the size of the display area and Mr Crank said that due to the  

          bulky nature of the items, the area would be 12.4%. 

 

          The Chair reverted back to the terminal hour of 8.00pm and emphasised that these  

          hours required to be adhered to. Mr Crank gave an undertaking that if his client  

          wanted to close earlier then a variation application would be submitted accordingly. 

 

          The Depute Clerk to the Board advised that a variation could be applied for if required  

          for Winter and/or Summer months. She reminded Mr Crank that confirmation was  

          still required prior to trading and that a condition be included on the confirmation of 

          premises licence that the applicant will liaise with the Licensing Standards Officer to  

          confirm the alcohol display area is in keeping with the measurements in the layout  

          plan. Ms Mair also mentioned that variation applications required to be submitted for  

          the premises in Lochgilphead and Dunoon to amend the opening hours accordingly.  

          Mr Crank agreed to this. 

 

          Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as    

          amended. 

 

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATIONS  

    

 1.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

Garth Inn, 73 West Clyde Street, Helenbsurgh, G84 8AX 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and asked 

if the application could be continued to the Licensing Board Meeting in April. 

 

The Board agreed to continue the application. 

 

Kilchoman Distillery, Rockside Farm, Isle of Islay, PA49 7UT 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and 

advised that this was a straight forward application with increased facilities which 

 



included a new tasting area and an external drinking area. Mrs MacLeod touched upon 

the matter regarding the outstanding building warrant and confirmed that this was 

being dealt with. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application. 

 

F. APPLICATION CONSIDERED AT PREVIOUS BOARD MEETING  

    

 1. The Oyster Bar, Ellenabeich, Easdale, By Oban, PA34 4RQ 

 

The Chair explained that this application was re-submitted to the Board with a more 

specific seasonal variation and he commended the licence holder having advised that 

this was exactly what the Board was looking for. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application. 

 

 

G. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PERSONAL LICENCE  

    

 1. Akroor Changkakoti, Etive Mhor, Clyde Street, Dunoon 

 

It was noted that the applicant, prior to the Meeting, requested the application be 

continued to the April Board Meeting. 

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed to continue the application. 

 

 

 2. Michael O’Neil Kelly, The Lodge, St Catherines, Cairndow 

 

The applicant appeared and explained that he was due to take over as premises 

manager in a licensed tea room where he currently worked. 

 

Sergeant John Hendrie, Police Scotland referred to his report (Appendix 2). He 

confirmed that a court date was set for 6
th
 March 2014. 

 

Mary Jean Devon expressed her concern stating that the matter should be continued to 

the next Meeting to ensure a fair hearing. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be continued to the April Board Meeting. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 

H. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCES – NON-PAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEE  

    

 1. The Chair noted that, to date, there were 3 premises which had not made any attempt to 

pay. 

 

He moved that a 2 week notice be served and if no payment was made within this 

timescale, the licence would be revoked. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



I. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

    

 1. Revisal to the Scheme of Delegation 

 

The Depute Clerk to the Board referred to her report (Appendix 3). 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to adopt the revised Scheme of 

Delegation. 

 

 

 2. Adoption of Statement of Licensing Policy 2013 - 2016 

 

Having considered the statement, the Policy was agreed by the Board. 

 

 

J. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

    

  The next meeting of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board will be held on Tuesday 22
nd

  

April 2014 at 11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 

8RT. 

 

    
 

 

 ………………………………………………….. 

                 (Chair) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


