
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Tuesday 4
th
 

September 2012 at 11.00 am  within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, 

Lochgilphead 

 

 Present: 

Sandy Taylor (Chairman) 

Mary-Jean Devon (Vice Chair) 

Richard Trail 

Robin Currie 

 

 In Attendance: 

Graeme Forrester, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Administrative Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

Sergeant George Stewart, Strathclyde Police 

 

  

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

Apologies for absence were intimated from Gordon Blair, Rory Colville and Fred Hall. 

 

B. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

  

The Board advised that the minutes of the meeting of 10
th
 August 2012 were intimated and subsequently 

approved. 

 

C. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. 

 

 

 

 

Auchentullich Farm Shop, Arden, Alexandria 

 

The applicant Ishbel Campbell appeared and gave a brief description of the premises and its location. She 

advised that renovation was carried out to redundant farm buildings to form the shop and she would be 

selling speciality food, spirits and ales. Ms Campbell hoped to open sometime in November. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

   

D. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL  PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. La Barca, 33 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh 

 

Archie MacIver, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicants, Mr and Mrs Nikolic, who were 

also present. Mr MacIver explained the premises used to be a restaurant in the past and his clients also 

owned and ran the Riverbank. He said the premises would be run as a Tapas restaurant which would be a 

useful addition to the amenities in Helensburgh. 

 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer commented on the live music until Midnight saying it was 

unusual for this type of establishment and  emphasised that noise complaints had been received previously 

in the area. Mr MacIver agreed and stated that only a classical Spanish guitarist or something similar would 

be performing for background music to create the correct ambiance. 

 

Mary-Jean Devon asked Mr MacIver what the terminal hour was for serving food and he advised that last 

orders would be 10.30pm. The Chair enquired about the televised sport and asked what part would this play 

in a restaurant. Mr MacIver confirmed his clients would be happy to withdraw this. The Chair also enquired 

about special provisions for children and Mr MacIver said that children would require to be on the premises 

for consumption of a meal and accompanied by an adult. The Chair then asked Raymond Park what sort of 

noise nuisance generated complaints in the past and Mr Park advised that it was only amplified music not 

acoustic so he did not have a problem regarding this matter. 

 



 The Chair expressed his concerns regarding the noise nuisance and recommended that the application be   

 granted and a condition be placed on the licence stating ‘prior consultation with Environmental Services in 

                  relation to noise issues’. 

 

 With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION 

 

1. Cardross Post Office & Stores, Main Road, Cardross 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Dumbarton appeared on behalf of the applicant and explained that these were 

minor variations and referred to the plans. Mr Park advised that he had assisted in the preparation of the 

variation as the premises had 3 areas of alcohol display and only 2 are permitted and having amended this 

accordingly, he had no further comments or issues with the application. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

  

 2.    Chalmers of Oban, 42-44 George Street, Oban    

 

                    Elizabeth Johnson, Licence Administrator for Edinburgh Woollen Mill appeared on behalf of the  

                    applicant and explained that the Company would like to take advantage of the tourist trade in the  

 Summer. 

 

 Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

3. Oban Distillery, Stafford Street, Oban  

 

Carol Bennett, Premises Manager appeared on behalf of the applicant and stated that they were 

introducing a tasting bar in the Visitors Centre to allow visitors to taste their products and to promote their 

whisky brands. 

 

Raymond Park advised he had a few issues with the application, one being the earlier opening time which 

was out with the Board’s Policy and the capacity and layout plan. Ms Bennett then discussed the plans 

with the Members. Robin Currie commented that the on-sales would be the same as any other public 

house or hotel as anyone could walk in off the street, stay there all day and consume large amounts of 

alcohol. Ms Bennett emphasised that this was not her intention and it would only be for tours and that all 

staff were well trained. The tasting bar, she added, would be part of the visitor’s experience. Mr Park said 

that there were a number of scenarios and requested if something could be added to the operating plan to 

state ‘visitors only’. Mary-Jean Devon expressed her concern regarding the long opening hours and Ms 

Bennett explained that sister distilleries in other areas had these hours which allowed a degree of 

flexibility as demand was changing all the time. Ms Devon asked Ms Bennett how she would Police this 

and stop patrons entering the premises for an afternoon of drinks. She replied by saying that it was purely 

for tours only and the staff would ensure this was the case. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming the Chair expressed his concerns 

regarding the lack of detail on the plans saying that the servery area would be, in effect, a bar and asked 

Mr Park if he consulted with Environmental Health regarding this matter. Mr Park said he had not but the 

plans should include the hatched area in terms of off-sales and the bar, adding that the scale of the plans 

was incorrect. Ms Devon asked Ms Bennett to justify the need to extend the opening hours when the last 

tour was at 7.30pm. Ms Bennett advised she would be happy to change the time from 10.00pm to 7.30pm 

but the extended hours were more for flexability. She confirmed that no alcohol is sold until 10.00am and 

for on-sales, 11.00am would be acceptable. The Chair worried that this related more to seasonal hours but 

was not specified on the application and advised that there was some degree of confusion regarding the 

hours applied for and the hours actually required. 

 

After much deliberation, the Chair moved that the application be granted from 11.00am to 7.30pm, 

Monday to Sunday for on-sales subject to seasonal variation, October to March each year and off-sales 

from 10.00am to 7.30pm, Monday to Sunday to coincide with opening hours of business with the seasonal 

variation stated above. Mary-Jean Devon seconded the motion and with no-one else being otherwise 

minded, this became the decision of the Board. 



              4. Rossshu House, Garden Cottage & Lodges, Loch Lomond Golf Club, Luss 

 

 Archie MacIver, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and explained the terms of the  

 application. He advised the Members had bought out the operation and it was now a Members Club and 

his clients wished to amend the licence to reflect this. He added that his clients also wanted to incorporate 

the two existing licences, the other one being the Walled Garden Development, into one licence. 

 

Raymond Park expressed his concerns regarding the Club status as there could be potentially 720 

Members and the proposed hours were out with the Boards Policy. He emphasised that there would be a 

number of restrictions to the premises if it was run as a Club and he wanted to bring this to the applicant’s 

attention. Sergeant George Stewart, Strathclyde Police advised he was aware of Mr Parks concerns but 

had no objections to the application. 

 

The Chair asked Mr MacIver to address the issues raised by Mr Park and he said he noted Mr Park’s 

comments but reiterated that that the premises are a Golf Club but has a number of premises within it and 

only Members and guests could book accommodation therefore it was not your normal hotel. He added 

that it was not appropriate for a Licensing Board to restrict the number of guests per Member but certain 

tweaks required to be made, hence the reason for the application. Mary-Jean Devon asked why the  

premises were described as a hotel when in fact they were not. Mr MacIver stated they were a hotel in a 

sense as one can pay for accommodation but a member of the public could not. Richard Trail enquired 

whether the Club’s Constitution could be amended to include the public and Mr MacIver advised that this 

would be a breach of the Regulations therefore would not happen.  

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

5. The 51
st
 State Bar & Grill and La Cantina Restaurant, 200 Argyll Street, Dunoon 

 

Paul Colquhoun appeared and spoke to the terms of his application. Raymond Park commented that the 

premises were well run and he had no issues regarding the application. 

 

Having noted the foregoing, the Board agreed that the application be granted as applied for. 

 

6. The Lighthouse, Shore Road, Kilcreggan 

 

Archie MacIver, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and said that the premises had 

been losing trade and noted that children should not be in an environment where no food is being offered 

hence the reason his clients wanted to restrict the terminal hour for children and young persons. Richard 

Trail asked why his clients wanted children in the premises at all when food is was no longer available 

and was there a specific reason for this. Mr MacIver stated that it was a local pub and was very much the 

hub of the Community and was a different category to the normal pub. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted as applied for. Mary-Jean Devon seconded the motion 

and with no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

  F. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE       
 

1. Fyne Ales, Achadunan, Cairndow 

 

Jamie Delap appeared and gave a brief summary of the event and what it entailed. He advised that he was 

extremely unhappy when he received the complaint as he thought it was a well stewarded event and 

assured the Board that corrective actions would be put in place for any future events to ensure that these 

incidents are not repeated.  

 

Richard Trail asked Mr Delap how many children would have been present and whereabouts they were 

situated. Mr Delap advised there were approximately 1500 visitors at the Beer Festival within a single 

field with parking on the adjacent field. He stated that the campsite was situated about 50 to 60 metres 

away, relatively near the toilets and stalls with a taped area marked ‘family camping’ and everywhere else 

was ‘regular camping’. He told the Board the incident took place at the edge of the family camping site 

next to the regular camping area. Mr Trail asked Mr Delap if he was on the campsite area late at night and 

if he had heard raised voices that night. Mr Delap confirmed he was on the site until 2.30 am but did not 



hear anything and the stewards had been patrolling the area and that all comments received from the 

questionnaire after the event suggested that everyone was happy with their experience. Mary Jean Devon 

advised she was comforted by Mr Delap’s proposed actions and asked for reassurance that families would 

not be exposed to this inappropriate language or behaviour next year. Mr Delap assured Ms Devon that 

this would not happen again and the comedians, whose material was also inappropriate, would not be 

included next year. 

 

The Chair advised that the grounds of the Review had not been established and decided that no further 

action be taken. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

G. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Sergeant George Stewart, Strathclyde Police referred to his report (Appendix 1) and the Board requested a 

further detailed report to be submitted at the next meeting with the Licensing Forum. 

 

 

H. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Licensing Board will be held on Tuesday 20
th
 November 2012 at 11.00 am within 

the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

 

                                                                                                                                  --------------------------------------- 

(Chairman) 

 


