
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board Meeting held on 

Tuesday 2
nd

 September 2014 at 11.00 am  within the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT 

 
 

 Present: 

 

Rory Colville (Chair) 

Richard Trail 

Sandy Taylor 

Robin Currie 

 

 In Attendance: 

 

 Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

Sargeant David Quinn, Police Scotland 

 

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

Apologies for absence were intimated from Mary Jean Devon, Gordon Blair, Alex MacNaughton and Roddy 

MacCuish. 

 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  

It was noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

 

The approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 24
th
 June 2014 was continued to the November Meeting. 

 

D. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

 

 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cot House Hotel, Kilmun, Dunoon, PA23 8QS 

 

Yvonne Dupree, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and referred to the application. The 

Chair asked for clarification regarding the children’s terms and Miss Dupree explained that her client 

wanted a family orientated establishment and wanted to give families passing through, a chance to have a 

drink rather than a meal as well.  She confirmed that young persons would require to be supervised at all 

times if they were permitted within the premises until the terminal hour. 

 

The Chair advised that a late representation was received from Mr and Mrs Cragg, The Cot House, Kilmun, 

Dunoon (Appendix 1). The Depute Clerk said that Mr and Mrs Cragg did not see any site notice posted at 

the premises therefore they were not aware of the application. They also expressed their concerns regarding 

noise, bad language and cigarette smoke as their garden was adjacent to one of the proposed beer garden 

and only a hedge separated them. 

 

The Licensing Standard’s Officer, Raymond Park said he had spoken to Mr and Mrs Cragg and the 

applicant and hoped to work together with them to alleviate any noise issues. He added that a noise 

management plan would be put in place and commentated that the premises would be an asset to the area. 

He referred to the Board’s Policy regarding children and young persons and stated that they required to be 

consuming a meal while on the premises. 

 

The Chair enquired about live performances and Miss Dupree told him that live bands and karaokes would 

be held occasionally and confirmed that her clients had been in discussion with Environmental Services to 

develop a noise management plan. She added that the site notice was in fact displayed accordingly at the 

premises but the Depute Clerk confirmed that it was a requirement by the Board to notify the neighbours 

but due to an oversight, notification was not sent. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Members viewed the layout plans for the premises and the Chair asked about the terminal hour for the 

outside areas and if the area was residential. Miss Dupree said there was a caravan park adjacent to the 

premises and an area on the right of the premises. She advised that the other area was beside the 

neighbour’s garden and asked if a terminal hour of 10.00pm could be granted for these areas. 

 

The Board expressed concerns regarding access from the dining area to the toilets for young persons and 

Mr Park stated he had already discussed this with the applicant and confirmed that young persons had to 

pass through the bar area, therefore appropriate supervision was required, although they would be kept 

away from the immediate bar area. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming, the Clerk presented the layout plans 

to the solicitor and asked for clarification regarding the external areas which she then explained to the 

Board. The Chair recommended that children be permitted if accompanied by an adult until 8.00pm and if 

taking a meal, 9.00pm and young persons until 11.00pm when accompanied by an adult. He added that 

children and young persons be allowed to stay until the end of a family function. For the larger external area 

he recommended a terminal hour of 10.00pm and the smaller external area, nearest to the neighbour would 

be subject to a noise management plan and a terminal hour would be agreed at a later date. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 

Luss Estates Shop, Pier Road, Luss, G83 8NZ 

 

John Gilmour, Solicitor, Dumbarton appeared with Annabelle Struthers, a representative of the Company. 

He said that there would be 2 retail areas, one on the ground floor which would sell locally produced 

products, demijohns and special liqueurs and the rear floor would specialise in seafood etc. He added that 

this would be a huge tourist attraction as the premises would be offering unique products. 

 

Raymond Park agreed and added that over provision was irrelevant as it would cater purely for tourists and 

that 9.6% of the floor space would be for alcohol display. 

 

The Chair enquired about the opening hours and live performances and Mr Gilmour confirmed that the 

premises would be open from 10.00am to 5.00pm and occasionally, a single piper or fiddler would play in 

the background. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Inn, The Castle Stalker Centre, Portnacroish, Appin, PA38 4BA 

 

The applicant, Jim Milligan appeared. 

 

It was noted by the Board that a public objection was received from Hugh Nicol, Portnacroish, Appin, 

PA38 4BL (Appendix 2). 

 

Mr Milligan advised that the premises would be a bar/restaurant to serve both locals and tourists and due to 

the lack of eateries within the area, thought there was a demand for this type of establishment. He referred 

to the children and young person’s terms and said he wanted to encourage families as it would not be run as 

a public house and proposed to hold live performances up to 12 times a year. He also referred to the 

objection and thought that this related to Planning and vowed he would write out to all the neighbours, prior 

to opening, asking them to contact him if any issues arose and if so, they would be addressed. 

 

Mr Nicol advised he stayed 50 metres from the premises and 32 metres from the external decking area. He 

referred to the planning application and the planning process, which the small community had objected to. 

He said that this was, in effect, a pub licence and there would also be parking issues. He emphasised that 

the applicant had never approached any of the neighbours and he expressed his concern regarding noise 

nuisance. 

 

 



Mr Milligan thought that this was a personal attack and said he had run a restaurant for 10 years and never 

received any complaints. Sandy Taylor enquired about the location of the restaurant and Mr Milligan 

advised that it was situated at the top of the hill.  

 

The Licensing Standards Officer, Raymond Park referred to Mr Dearie’s report (Appendix 3). He asked the 

Board to look at the children and young person’s terms and if they wished to include a curfew which would 

generally be 9.00pm.  

 

The Depute Clerk gave the objector and the applicant an opportunity to sum up. Mr Nicol stressed that this 

was not a personal attack but a major policy issue as this would basically be dropping a bar in the middle of 

a village. The applicant reiterated that it would be a family restaurant and he would ensure that any noise 

emanating from the premises would be limited, therefore was happy to take advice from Regulatory 

Services and the Licensing Standards Officer regarding noise pollution. 

 

Sandy Taylor expressed concern regarding noise issues and having heard from the objector, proposed a site 

visit. The Chair seconded the proposal. The Depute Clerk said she would look into the procedure for the site 

visit which would need to be arranged as soon as possible and that the next Board Meeting was in 

November, therefore advised that a further meeting would require to be arranged to consider the application 

further. This was agreed by the Board. 

 

   

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION 

   

 1. Anchorage Restaurant, Harbour Street, Tarbert, PA29 6UD 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application.  

 

Raymond Park stated he had no issues with the application but reminded the Board of the policy relating to 

seasonal variations. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 2. Co-operative Group Food Limited, Main Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, PA43 7JM 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The manager of the premises 

was also present. Mrs MacLeod referred to the refurbishments of all Co-op premises. 

 

Raymond Park thought that refurbishments seemed to involve an increase to the alcohol display and in this 

case, it equated to 5metres square. Mrs MacLeod advised that the new fridges were considerably bigger, 

therefore it was not a large increase in display. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 3. Co-operative Group Food Limited, 75 Frederick Crescent, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, PA42 7BE 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. The manager of the premises 

was also present. Mrs MacLeod advised that there were new proposals to the rear of the store and improved 

facilities for customers. She added that this was a standard refurbishment and the increase to the alcohol 

display was minimal. The tills were being moved away from the display area thus removing temptation for 

customers. 

 

Sandy Taylor referred to the policy and stated however small the increase, it had to be resisted, therefore 

proposed the current level not to be increased. Robin Currie pointed out that this was only a 0.6m2 increase 

and thought that it did not merit discussion. 

 

The Chair agreed with Mr Taylor and expressed his concerns over such a large alcohol display area and 

moved to grant the change of layout and the addition of recorded music and refuse the increase in the 

alcohol display area. Mr Taylor seconded the motion. Robin Currie moved to grant the application as 

applied for. 



With no seconder, the amendment fell and the motion was carried. 

 4. Corner House Bistro, Castle Street, Tarbert, PA29 6UH 

 

The applicant, Carolyn MacDonald appeared. She explained that it was an oversight on her part that the 

name of the premises had not been changed and that accoustic music would only be played approximately 6 

times per year. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 5. Dalavich Social & Recreational Club, Dalavich, By Taynuilt, PA35 1HL 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application. 

 

Raymond Park referred to the external decking area and recommended a terminal hour of 10.00pm and 

8.00pm for children. Mrs MacLeod advised that this would be acceptable. 

 

The Chair proposed to grant the application with a terminal hour for the external drinking area as 

recommended by the Licensing Standards Officer. 

 

With no-one else being else otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 6. Garth Inn, 73 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AX 

 

Kim Naismith, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and read the submission on 

behalf of Douglas Dalgleish. 

 

Sargeant David Quinn, Police Scotland advised that he would like to withdraw the representation letter 

based on the submission being changed. 

 

Raymond Park reminded the Board that the terminal hour was 2.00am and a good reason would be required 

if children and young persons were not in the premises for the purpose of consuming a meal. He added that 

this would deviate from the Policy. 

 

The Depute Clerk, Susan Mair referred to email correspondence from Mr Dalgleish and was confused 

regarding the effect of this change if granted. She said, at present, children and young persons were required 

to have a meal but confirmed that the application was to remove this requirement with children permitted 

until 9.00pm and young persons until 10.00pm. 

 

Ms Naismith emphasised that her clients’ other 2 establishments were well run and that the current children 

and young persons’ terms restricted the premises. Robin Currie asked Ms Naismith what other reason 

would children and young persons have to enter the premises. She replied by saying that the variation 

would enable families to come in for a drink only if they had already eaten or if only one or two family 

members wanted a meal. 

 

The Chair proposed that the application be refused. This was agreed by the Board. 

 

Kim Naismith requested a direction under Section 25 of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 which was 

agreed by the Board. 

 

 7. La Barca, 33 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AW 

 

Kim Naismith, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application. 

 

Robin Currie asked Ms Naismith if alcohol was going to be served with the breakfast and she replied no. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 



 

 8. Loch Fyne Whiskies, Main Street, Inveraray, PA32 8UD 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. Frances Bremner, a 

representative from the company was also present. Mrs MacLeod explained that Glenkeir Whiskies had 22 

other premises and wanted to apply the same trading hours, to what is, a particularly busy shop. 

 

Raymond Park advised that on sales would be required for the tastings and the Chair wanted clarity 

regarding the use of the hours applied for. 

 

Mrs MacLeod confirmed that the hours would be used and the tastings would be gifted. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 

 9. Riverbank, 41/42 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AQ 

 

Kim Naismith, Solicitor, Helensburgh appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 

application. 

 

Sargeant David Quinn advised that, again, the submission had been changed therefore wished to withdraw 

his representation letter. 

 

Raymond Park said that as this was a similar application to the previous one and children and young 

persons should be in the premises for the purpose of taking a meal. He referred to the deletion of the 

external area and the request to add this to the licensed area. He explained that the external area was already 

included in the operating plan therefore could not see any reason why this had been applied for. 

 

The Chair proposed that the takeaway service be granted with last orders placed by 11.00pm but the 

removal of the requirement for children and young person’s taking a meal and the removal of the external 

drinking area, be refused. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 10. Soroba House Hotel, Lochgilphead Road, Oban, PA34 4SB 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and Mr McHardy, the incoming 

tenant, was also present. 

 

It was noted that one public objection was received by email from Graeme and Caroline Wishart, 

Barcaldine Cottage (Appendix 4) and six representation letters received from: 

 

N. Granger, Kilchurn, Soroba House Mews, Oban, PA34 4SB (Appendix 5) 

Anna Reid, Innis Chonnell Cottage, Soroba House Mews, Oban, PA34 4SB (Appendix 6) 

Mr McAlonie, Duart Cottage, Soroba House Mews, Oban, PA34 4SB (Appendix 7) 

Mrs McAlonie, Duart Cottage, Soroba House Mews, Oban, PA34 4SB (Appendix 8) 

Pauline Evans, Carnasserie, Soroba House Mews, Oban, PA34 4SB (Appendix 9) 

William Evans, Carnasserie, Soroba House Mews, Oban, PA34 4SB (Appendix 10) 

 

None were present. 

 

Mrs MacLeod advised that her clients wished to remove the first floor from the licence and that the terminal 

hour be amended from 1.00am to 12 Midnight, Monday to Thursday, except when there will be a pre- 

arranged function, to appease the objectors. She added that amplified music would be kept to a minimum to 

ensure that neighbours would not be disturbed and there would only be the possibility of one gaming 

machine within the premises. She advised that the external area was small with only 2-3 tables and the 

terminal hour was 10.00pm. She emphasised that smoking would not be permitted in the patio area. 

 

Raymond Park referred to Mr Dearie’s report and expressed concerns regarding noise issues.  

 

The Chair recommended that the change of name, change of layout and the possibility of one gaming 



machine be granted along with the voluntary amended hours from 1.00am to 12 Midnight, Monday to 

Thursday, except when there is a pre- arranged function and a terminal hour of 10.00pm for the external 

drinking area  

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 11. The Tobermory Hotel, Main Street, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, PA75 6NT 

 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. Nicola Cannon was also 

present. Mrs MacLeod asked the board to disregard the objection which was received out with the 21 day 

period and considered it irrelevant. 

 

The Depute Clerk noted that a late objection was received and could be considered if the Board were 

satisfied with the explanation regarding the late submission. The Chair advised that the objection would be 

considered. 

 

Mrs MacLeod confirmed that the site notice was displayed at the front of the premises and that there was no 

validity regarding the argument relating to over provision.  

 

The Chair referred to the live performances and Mrs MacLeod advised that it would be typical gaelic 

singers and accordion music. The Depute Clerk clarified the issue regarding capacity by stating that the 

increase from 28 to 100 was accepted by Building Standards as this was an error on the conversion 

application. The Chair suggested that Environmental Services visit the premises to monitor the noise levels 

and grant the application as applied for. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

F. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE (continued from previous Board Meeting) 

   

 1. The Tenth Tee, Carrick Golf Course, Mid Ross, Loch Lomond, G83 8RE 

 

  It was noted by the Depute Clerk that the application was withdrawn. 

 

G. APPLICATION FOR MAJOR VARIATION (continued from previous Board Meeting) 

   

 1. Argyll Bar, 67 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 7PF 

 

  It was noted by the Depute Clerk that the application was continued to the November Board Meeting. 

 

H. APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF A PERSONAL LICENCE 

   

 1. Martin Islip, Oakcliffe, Kilduskland, Ardrishaig, PA30 8EH 

 

Martin Islip appeared and explained that his sister-in-law had gone missing that night and he stupidly drove 

his car to search for her. He added that he needed the licence for his job. 

 

Sargeant David Quinn referred to his report (Appendix 11). 

 

The Depute Clerk stated that Mr Islip informed the licensing office immediately regarding the conviction. 

 

The Chair recommended that the licence be endorsed so that Mr Islip would still be able to use it. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

I. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

   

 1. The Scheme of Delegation in respect of Personal Licences was agreed by the Board 

 

 2. The dates for the 2015 Licensing Board Meetings were set and approved by the Board. 

  



 

J. DATE OF NEXT LICENSING BOARD MEETING 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Tuesday 18
th
 November 2014 at 11.00am within 

the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 (Chairman) 

  

 


