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Legend has it that the wreck of a Spanish galleon, laden with gold, lies
somewhere in the mud at the bottom of Tobermory Bay.

Some say the ship is the Florencia,
part of the Spanish Armada fleeing
the English fleef in 1588.
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The story goes, that Florencia headed to Tobermory bay for

repair and provisions, but soon ran into trouble.




Some say that the Clan Chief When his wife found out, she asked

MacLean fell in love with the
Spanish princess on board the

ship...
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...which would have been fine if

L] he wasn't already married.

Al the witches command, a ferocious cat
aftiacked the galleon, sending sparks
flying all around the ship.

the Mull Witches Na Dﬁfde;!r_gﬂn to

cas| a spell {o gel rid of the ship and

the princess.

Others say thal the Spanish
ship refused {o pay for repairs
to the ship and so family
members of the Clan Chief
Lachlan Maclean set fire to

the gunpowder store.




Whatever happened, the ship exploded, sinking the vessel,

and any {reasure stowed on board.
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” ’ Despite the stories, no significant {reasure has ever been [

\ \

\\ recovered in Tobermory Bay...




In 1950 the
Duke of Argyll
asked the
British
Admiralyy o
help him search
for the galleon
— the largesg
search made {o

this day.

Nothing was found.
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| The battle of Traigh Ghruineard in 14598 awas the last big Clan battle to be fought in the Island of Islay.

Sir Lachlan Mir MacLean, the 14th Chief of
Duart and bis nepbeav Sir James MacDonald of

A MacLean decided that the only avay to settle
things avas to invade Islay and do battle
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At that time mo chief awould go into battle auithout consulting a ban-fhaidh
and this MacLean did...

P

“do not arrive on Islay on a Thursday, do not fight on the shores of Loch Gruineard, db
not drink from the auell knoavn as Tobar Niall Nednaich..or else you avill surely DIE”
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MacLean avas uneasy at the avarning but be  [ERSENS Mustering bis troops they camped overnight in the
auas still determined to secure the Rbinns. old keep on the islet in Loch Gortite.

— awhtle MacDonald and bis me camped
grassy ground at avbat & now Craigens.
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Early next morning, MacDonald rode over to Loch Gorm to talk to bis uncle, to try and make peace.
By then MacLean bad discovered that he had almost tavice as many men as Clan Donald.




The troops began to line up for battle, and only then did About this time be awas wisited by the Dubh Sith.
MacLean realised that bis men bad raised bis standard on The creature’s father avas a Shaaw from Lagy in
the shores of Loch Ghruineard. Jura and bis mother avas a fairy aoman.

Such people make wery bad encmies and should
alavays be treated awith great caree

C O MO CHREACH...
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The Dubh Sith shnk aaway avith black burning
batred in bis beart..

wand instead made bis aay to MacDonald avbere
be offered bis services.

And avith that, the Dubh Sith made off and avent to
the auell Tobar Niall Nednaich. He climbed up into the
branches of a rowan tree and remained there,

bidden from sight.




MacLean assembled bis troops on top of a bill, planning to charge down om
Clan Donald and force them to a’g‘iﬂd themselves up-bill.

Msmwk!e MacDenald .a;aZﬂ' é-.‘.f men into three groups, one awould fight
up-bill auhile the other tave awere to creep round bebind the bill, and
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2o the wwell... The MacLeans found

’ This auas the moment Dubb Sith bad avaited for, be themselves auithod a
i w fired bis crossboav and the bolt avent straight into the CubicH Chief and in danger
U4 ]‘ back of MacLean's neck and out t.(':.rm{p.ré his eye. my of all being killed,

: f auben suddenly young
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Sir James fell on the
q \  BASACHADH...

ground auounded.
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avent after the Macleans auith
murder in their bearts.

The MacLeans ran to Ardnave Point, just in time to see
thetr ships putting out 10 356G

They avatted, boping that the MacDonalds
4] wmda' m;oecr boly gmmef-

Saﬁy,réemmmrba&fmad'wﬂ&gﬁgfmdm&wm:&
thought that their chief bhad been killed.

fosGal an poras. )
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The men inside awere all killed apart from one He ran into the loch, boping to sawim to Nave
man, a Mac Mbuirich auvbo managed to climb
ﬁmg&aéakfnﬁ&emfw&mr&&mmg

Sir James' life avas saved by the doctor avkho
auas tending the auounded;

drowned, and left.

Lare:r rbe w:&m;rtei man ﬂ%ﬁﬂf ashore and fawd rg&ge :
someawbere in Iilay, and bis descendants, the Currie's are "‘NF The doctor qwm&f almost mr:am!y be a Bmmn

| om Ballinaby.
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MacLean’s men avoudd bave lifted their dead || | Sir James bad no beart for the battle of Traigh
chief from the muddy avell and laid bim on Ghruineard, and far from reavarding the Dubh Sith for
killing MacLean, MacDonald turned on bim.
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Many believe that iés auhy the stome Clach
Mhic ‘illean Zes some avay from the avell.
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A hero of
Islay was
Goraidh
Chrovan, [=£
Godred of the
whife hand.

Islay was
being
attacked
by a
vicious
dragon
which had
its den at
lmerchonart

near :
Ballygrant. l

When he

Chrovan,
whose galley
was at the
head of
Lochendall,
proceeded
straight to the
dragons den.

He took with
him, three old
horses which
he had picked
up along the
way,
placing them
all along the
road from
Lochendall to
Imerchonart

reached the
dragons

coming out
and
following




galloped,
with the
dragonat |
his heels.

When the
dragon came to
the first horse,

he ate it.

Giving
Chrovan time
to gallop ahead. [ o

When the
dragon came
to the second

horse,
he ate that too.
And Chrovan
kept galloping.

The same
thing
happened at -
the third B,f;;:s
the dragon
was full
and fat

and slow.




From the
shore fo his
ship,

Chrovan had
laid out &
barrels, mto |
which he had
hammered
huge iron
stakes.

Chrovan
again
taunted the
dragon fo
follow him.

Hd Ml ‘N DOCHAS GUM BI
SEO 4G 0BdIR!

But the
dragon
was too
fullto [y
jump and [B0
was
moving
slowly and
clumsily.

Chrovan
jumped
back
across the
barrels to
finish the




It 1s said
Chrovan
died in
Islay in
1095, and
1s buried
near
Kintra.

A large
grey
stone
marks

the place

which is
called

Carragh

Ban, the
white
stone.

And these
days, the
only
dragon on
Islay is
much
friendlier.
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They took the eye out of fair Pilot, R LV
They took the eye out of Pilot, 4 — 7l

The Cooper's pigs ruined my haystacks!
They wrecked them last night: &

Fan as an t-sealladh!
. 2 ' C
The. Lowlnnders never had such a gnud policeman
On the night watch, as he.
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Although I go to bed, I won't
get a wink of sleep
With the town's boys during
the night:
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Halo a C-‘J
bhalachaibh! \

se! Rinn ise
an cron air
Pilot!

But the suitors might as well
stay at home
Since the girl blinded my Pilot.
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Just think, how unbecoming of
a woman
The blow the lass dealt him;

O gu sealladh ormlS
Seall air an dithist ud!

Pity the young man, who has
for a sweetheart this monster
of a girl,

Since she left Pilot useless.

My pup excelled at driving,

He would chase them (the sheep) up the hill,

G
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From the back of the house he would go swiftly

/| And he would reach the Soldier's Tower (on top of Ben |’

Hynish).
—
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Even if I spent time at sea
Not returning till night time -

f
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You would reach the shore and get me
Even if I were to come ashore at Goinneag

I sent a petition to the Queen
To tell of what happened to my
Pilot,

A ST

(in Hynish).

She said she would send me a
guinea

To pay for an eye of gold for
Pilot.



















Thathar ag radh gu bheil seann long Spainntich, lan or is airgead, na

laighe aig bonn Bagh Thobar Mhoire.

Tha cuid ag radh gur e am Florencia
a th'ann, pairt den Feachd-mara
Spainntich a bha a' teiche bhon

lninﬂeaﬁ Sasannach ann an 1588.

{ Thathar ag radh gu bheil £300,000

bonn or na broinn.

A-reir sgeulachdan, thainig am Florencia gu Tobar Mhoire airson am bata a

charadh agus airson biadh is uisge fhaighinn, ach bha beagan {rioblaid aca.




Tha cuid ag radh gun do thuit an Nuair a fhuair a bhean a-mach mun
Ceann-cinnidh Mac "IllEathain bhana-phrionnsa dh'iarr i air na
ann an gaol le bana-phrionnsa Doiteagan geas a chur air a' bhata
Spainntich a bha air bord. gus cuir as don bhita agus don

bhana-phrionnsa.

Fo stitiir na Dﬁit_eayan, thug piseag
dhubh fhiathaich innnsﬂjﬂh air an lunﬂ

Spainntich. Bha sradagan air a EPE’HE‘“ 's

ruith i air feadh a' bhata. Tha cuid eile ag radh nach

robh an long Spainntich
deonach paigheadh airson na
caraidhean a rinn iad s mar
sin chuir an Ceann-cinnidh
Mac '1llEathain am bata na

theine.




Ge b'e de thachair, spreidh am bata, chaidh i fodha 's thug i

leatha an t-ionmhas a bha air bord.

Ged a tha torr sgeulachdan ainmeil ann, cha do nochd

Y| ionmhas briHheiI sam bith ann am Bﬁ‘gh Thobar Mhoire....




An ann 1950
dh'ﬂ]aighnich
Mac Cailein Maor
(Dinc
Earra-ghaidheil)
airson {aic bhon
chabhlach gus an
ionmhas a lorg an
oidhirp as motha
a-riamh gus lorg
f]‘l:—liﬂhinﬂ air an

t-ionmhas.

Ged a chuidich e feicnedlas ur a leasachadh

gus bataichean a chaidh fodha a lorg.

Air neo, 's docha qu bheil e ann fthathast na lal_ghe ai_g bonn na mara...




Ann an 1498 thachair Blar Traigh Ghruinneard. B’ e sin am blar as motha a thachair
riamh air Ile eadar na diofar Cinnidhean.
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B’ e sabaid mhor a bh® ann eadar Sir Lachlan
Mér Mac “IllEathain, an 14mh Ceann-Cinnidh
Mhic’IllEathain agus mac a bhrathair, Sir
Seumas MacDhomhnaill 4 Ile. Bha iad a’ sabaid
mu sheilbheadaireachd nan Rhinns.
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A Chuir Mac’lEathain roimhe gun robh
direach aon rud ri dhéanamh, a’ lunnadh ann
an Ile agus sabaid le mac Aonghais, Seumas.

A

Db’innis i dha, na ruig Ile air Diardacin, na sabaid air Traigh Loch
Ghruinneard, na &l bho Tobar Niall Nednach neo... basaichidh thu.

Cha robh Mac’IllEathain a® faireachdainn cho
misneachdail as déidh an rabhadh sin ach bha @
fhathast airson na Rhinns fhaighinn dha fhéin.

Chaidil Mac'IllEathain agus na saighdearan aige

ann an seann chaisteal air eilean beag ann an
Loch Gorm,

i 1

W ‘S mar sin, air iciadain san Linasdal,

” dh’fhalbh Mac’IllEathain air bita. Gu mi-fhortanach,
# nochd stoirm mhér is cha b® urrainn dha cas a chuir
@] air Ile gus an ath la.

a ré na h-tine seo bha MacDhdmhnaill *s na
saighdearan aige-san nan cadal san fhedir faisg air
Na Creagan.

An ath 14, trith "sa mbadainn, chaidh MacDhémhnaill a-null dhan Loch Gorm, a’ feuchainn
ris an sabaid a chur @s. Ach, aig an am sin, bha Mac’IllEathainn air faighinn a-mach gun
robh torr a’ bharrachd saighdearan aige na bha aig Clann Dhdmhnaill.




Thaisich na saighdearan a’ loidhneadh suas, deiseil airson
sabaid, ach direach an uair sin mhothaich Mac'IllEathain
gun do thog na saighdearan aige a bhratach gu h-dird air
cladach Loch Ghruinneard.

=1 |Aig an am sin, nochd an Dubh Sith ri a
thaobh. B ‘e Seathach Ditrach a bh’anns an
athair agus b’ e bean-sith a bh’anns a
mhithair. Feumaidh sibh a bhith faiceallach

nuair a thachras sibh riutha...

s misE an

DusH Sim.

Boen mch-bugha fior math a bh’ann

Dh’fhaighnich e dha Mac’Il1Eathain nan mbh
esan ga iarraidh...

Liog an Dubh Sith air falbh le griin na chridhe...

Apgus an dite Mac’IllEathainn a chuideachadh, chaidh e gu
MacDhomhnaill *s dh’fhaighnich e nan robh esan ga iarraidh.

JHa, cuibick mi DUBH SiTH. Jha THU
CEART CHO MATH 'S THA SINNE.

CumaisH SOIL dR &' MHOR CHUID *
DEILIGIDH MISE LE [Ylac ffoﬂIdeH

‘S le sin, dh * fhalbh an Dubh Sith *s chaidh a
dhan Tobar Niall Nednach. Shreap e suas craobh
rolaig agus dh’fhuirich e an sin na fhalach.




Chruinnich Mac’IllEathain na saighdearan aige air mullach cnoc, deiseil
airson mnnsalgh a thoirt air Clann Dhamhnaill.

A1g a’ ::hmrr am, bha smghdearan Mh:thamhnaﬂ] ag obair ann an tri
v | diofar buidhnean, aon a’ sabaid suas an cnoc agus dha a’ ruith gu simhach
timcheall a’ chnoc gus iongantas a chuir air Clann ‘IllEathain.
: f /7% AL /1 LKA\ Y | AN B A L PP LN L2 7
A:l.n am meadhan a’ bhlar bha pathadh air Mac’IllEathain ‘s chaidh e dhan tobar... ia rob
Ceann-Cinnidh aig
Clann ‘IllEathain a-nis
agus bha an t-eagal
orra. Gu h-oban, thuit
Seumas 8g chun an
lair air a
ghoirteachadh,

cha]d]:: e tro &’ chill agpus a-mach tro a shiil.
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"0 Bha a shmghdeamn a’ smaointinn gun do
{bhasaich e, chaidh iad as deidh Clann

Ruith Clann ‘IlEathainn do Rubha Ard Naoimh, aig a* | ‘lEathain le murt dearg nan cridhean.
cheart &m sa’ bha na bataichean aca a’ sedladh air falbh.

N Ann an giginn, dh’fheuch Clann ‘IllEathainn
ri téarmaid fhaighinn ann an Cille Naoimh.

fhuirich iad an sin, lin ﬁchas
toireadh Clann Dhémhnaill meas do thalamh

Gu mi-fhortanach, bha leth de na dacine craicte le brén s naofa.
iargain air sgath ‘s gun do bhasaich an Ceann-Cinnidh.

fo:ma AN DoRas._) o2




Ruith e chun na Locha, an dachas gun
snimh e chun Eilean Naoimh.

Bhisaich a h-uile duine ach aon,
MacMhuirich, a shreap a-mach tro toll sa’
mhullach nuair a thuit a’ bhiodan.

Thog e gainne ‘s dh’fhalaich e fon u!:, a’
gabhail anail tron ghrainne.

As deidh greiseag, bha Clann Dhdmhnaill cinnteach
gun do bhasaich e ‘s dh’fhalbh iad. ?

Shabhail an dotair, Sir Seumnas.

T - 3 i | . L I.. ."HI Tl '._. = e 1L _'. .”f
An uair sin, thiinig i isge agus AT el bl i 11 4

e dite sibhailte ann an Ile, agus tha na siolan aige, ‘ ] Thathar ag radh gur e Peuton 2 Baile an
Clann Mhic Mhuirich, fhathast a® fuireach ann an Ile. || T Aba a bh’anns an dotair.
: h.ﬁ;/ﬂf/z‘ﬁﬁm Y] 777 % T |

Tha sinn cinnteach gun do thog Clann [™
‘IMEathain an Ceann-cinnidh aca bhon
tobar shalach.

Cha robh Seumas idir airson barrachd sabaid ‘s an
aite tding a thoirt dhan Dubh Sith, dh’iarr e falbh.

. SaToamie ﬂ E E SH 5

Tha cuid de dhaoine a’ smaoinntinn gur e sin
an adhbhar gu bheil clach Mhic’IllEathain na
laighe faisg air an tobar.

‘_ Theich an Dubh Sith air ais a Dhiira
Wi aig peileir a bheatha.
RS 7 AL A S A
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gaisgﬂa[:h
d bh! mali

Bha ile fo
formsaidh
dragon
bha fuireach

Nuair a

Ceann Loch na B
Dala, san long [Biis
aige a bha aig |
arcasaid aig
Ceann
Lochendall,
dhan
saobhaidh na
dragoin.

Bheir e lels, tri \.
seanm eich,
rS Ehui]‘ € Hi]"
an rathad :
eadar Loch ma
Dala agus Imir
a ‘Chomairt.

rainig e
saobhaidh
na dragoin,
thoisich e ga
macadh gus
an tainig an
dragon
xcvinnh le
thoisich an
dragon ga
leantain.

| Rinm sin a chuis!




a’ dhragon -
i 2’ glamadh |
an sailean.

Nuair a
mhothaich an
dragon a’

chiad each,
dh'ithee. |
Bheir sin _1
cothrom dha kes?
Chrobhan

Nuair a
mhothaich an
ragon an darna
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cuideachd ‘s /
chum Chrobhan | {i# )W
a’ dol cho luath .

sa’ Sha bhas. [

Thachair Thuige seo,
an aon bha an
rud leis an dragon lam
| freas each. (U 0o agus
reamhar
agus

| slaodach.




Bha Chrobhan

air baraillean a Fia M1 'Y DOCHAS GuM B
chur a-mach
eadar an _ JEO 4G OBdIR!
cladach agus a’ 2 —/f
bhata. Anms
gach baraill

chur e torr

~|| Ach, bha
1/ an dragon
a-msro [

bha e
=1 | gluasad gu S
. i %,
cug-allach S s
cliobach. P& e

Chrobhan an

dragon a mhacadh i
gusambiega |

leantain.

’ Gus mu
M dheireadh...] = -

|4

na
baraillean
‘s mharbh e




Thathar ag radh gun do
chaochail Chrobhan anm aniile
anm an 1095, is tha an uaigh
aige faisg air Ceann Traighe.
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Tha clach mor glas na
sheasamh ann an Carragh
Ban, The White Stone.

Agus sna

laithean seo,
tha direach aon
dragon ann an
ile agus tha e
forr nas
snoige mam
fear eile!

GOLDEN DRAGON
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Chuir iad an t-suil a Pilot ban,
Chuir iad an t-stil a Pilot;

Chuir iad an t-suil a Pilot bochd,
Gun fhios gu dé lochd a rinn e.

Diol mo chuid mulan aig mucan a' Chubair!
Chuir iad nan smuid a-raoir iad;

'S beag a bha fhios ‘am gu robh iad san duthaich
Fhad ‘s a bha 'n t-suil ‘am Pilot.

Pmleusmun riamh cha robh aig na Goill
Cho math ris air faireadh na h-oidhche.




Saoil sibh fhein nach bu

Ged theéid mi dom leapa, chan

fhaigh mi loc cadail . ﬂﬂﬁ-b':lﬂﬂﬂi! ' _
Le balaich a' bhaile san oidhche; Am buill’ thug a’ chaile’ le foill
2 CB@' J 5’ c_bcj;
2
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=
Halo a C-\J
bhalachaibh! \
] O gu sealladh orm!
ise! Rinm ise eall air an dithist ud!
an cron air
Pilot!
Ach dh'fhaodadh na suiridhean 6ur mairg gi_ll'b?_d; an leannan
fuireach aig baile On ch a bhﬂsfh
Mur dalladh a' chaile’ mo Philot. n chuir l;hilo: eum mo

Bha mo chuilean-sa ro-mhath air fuadach;
Chuireadh e suas ri beinn iad:

Nach tu am balach!

)]

A AN \\/
Bho chulaibh an taighe dh'fhalbhadh e
siubhlach,
'S ruigeadh e Tur an t-Saighdeir.

A




Ged rachainn-sa tamaill air chuan,
Gun tilleadh gu uair na h-oidhche -
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Chuir mi petition a
dh'ionnsaidh na Banrigh'nn

A dh'innseadh mar
thachair dom Philot,

Thuirt i gun cuireadh i
gini ‘am dhorn

A chuireadh stil oir ‘am
Pilot.

W\
Ruigeadh tu 'n cladach, is gheibheadh tu mi,
Ged rachainn air tir an Goinneag.
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NA GAISGICH

CREATED BY PRIMARY SCHOOLS FROM ISLAY & JURA, MULL AND TIREE IN MARCH
2018, INCLUDING BOWMORE PS5, PORT ELLEN PS5, PORT CHARLOTTE P5S, KEILLS
PS, SMALL ISLES PS, TOBERMORY PS, SALEN PS, ULVA PS, LOCHDONHEAD PS,
TIREE PS5 AND TIREE HIGH SCHOOL

MANY THANKS TO KIRSTY BLACKHALL, MAGGIE MACLELLAN, JULIE MACLENNAN
AND MAIRI FORBES FOR ORGANISING THE COMIC BOOK WORKSHOPS IN THEIR
LOCAL AREAS AND FOR ALL THE TEACHERS WHO HELPED OUT EACH DAY.

SPECIAL THANKS TO KIRSTY BLACKHALL, MAGGIE MACLELLAN, DUNCAN MACNEIL
AND MAIRI FORBES FOR PROVIDING GAELIC TRANSLATIONS AND EDITING.

THANKS TO PORT ELLEN PS, KEILLS PS, ISLAY HIGH SCHOOL, TOBERMORY HIGH
SCHOOL AND TIREE HIGH SCHOOL FOR HOSTING EVENTS.

THANKS TO SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT FOR PROVIDING THE FUNDING FOR THE
PROJECT, THROUGH THE GAELIC SPECIFIC GRANT, IN ORDER TO FACILITATE ACCESS
TO GAELIC LANGUAGE AND CULTURE.

SCRIPTS BY CLASS & PAUL BRISTOW / ARTWORK BY MHAIRI ROBERTSON
PUBLISHED BY MAGIC TORCH COMICS

VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO GWEN MCCROSSAN FOR ALL HER HELP AND SUPPORT
IN ORGANISING, DEVELOPING AND DELIVERING THE PROJECT.
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IN MARCH 2018, PRIMARY SCHOOLS FROM ISLAY
& JURA, MULL AND TIREE WORKED TO ADAPT
TRADITIONAL GAELIC FOLK TALES AND BALLADS INTO

COMIC STRIPS AS PART OF A TRANSITION PROJECT
TO HIGH SCHOOL.

FEATURING HEROES AND VILLAINS OF EVERY SHAPE
AND SIZE, THERE'S BATTLES, DRAGONS, SUNKEN

;gEGASURE AND EVEN AN UNLUCKY BUT VERY PLUCKY

THE COMICS ARE PRESENTED IN BOTH DUAL
LANGUAGE AND FULL GAELIC TRANSLATION IN ORDER
'CI;?‘ EﬁgMOTE READING AND UNDERSTANDING OF
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