
 
 
 
 
 

Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 
 
USE: Immediate 
ISSUE DATE: 17 January 2017  
CONTACT: David Ritchie, 01436 655040 / 07776480406 

 
Lorn & Islands Hospital Project Group 

 
Planning for a Sustainable Future 

 
A planned meeting of the Lorn & Islands Hospital Project Group was held on 
Friday 13th January 2017 and was chaired by Elaine Wilkinson, a Non 
Executive Director of NHS Highland and a resident in Argyll and Bute.  
Membership of this Group includes patient representatives, a local councillor, 
senior clinicians, staff representatives, senior managers from Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership, the Scottish Ambulance Service and 
representatives from NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 
 
The Project Group’s aims are to:  
 

• Ensure a high quality, person centred, sustainable and affordable 
emergency and elective model of service (in and out of hours) for the 
Oban, Lorn and Isles population.  The model will be in line with the 
Scottish Government’s 2020 Vision for Health & Social Care and the 
National Clinical Strategy for Scotland.   

 
• To understand the staffing requirements for the future and the 

associated skills needed to deliver a sustainable, high quality service at 
Lorn & Islands Hospital.  

 
A range of issues were considered at the meeting including the Terms of 
Reference, the National Clinical Strategy and how it links in to Rural General 
Hospitals.  No decisions were taken with regard to current hospital services. 
 
The Project Group agreed the following key points and actions: 
 

• Lorn & Islands Hospital will continue to deliver a wide range of services 
on a 24/7 basis for the local community including Accident and 
Emergency. 

 



 
• A robust involvement and engagement process will be put in place to 

ensure that the local community, staff and stakeholders are informed 
and involved as work progresses. 
 

Elaine Wilkinson, said: 
 
“The Project Group is acutely aware of the value that the public place on Lorn 
& Islands Hospital and the services it provides for the local community.  This 
was reflected by the views expressed by members of the public at the meeting 
held in the Corran Halls on Friday night. 
 
“We are keen to gather these views from members of the public, staff and 
other stakeholders and we will be implementing a robust involvement and 
engagement process to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to feedback 
into the overall process. 
 
“I also want to emphasise that the future of Lorn & Islands Hospital is 
guaranteed and the aim of the Project Group is to continue to provide high 
quality services and deliver a sustainable future for the hospital. 
 
“Lorn & Islands Hospital belongs to the community and the services it 
provides are there for the benefit of the community.  It is a fantastic hospital 
with really committed staff and we all want to make sure that we have a 
hospital that we can be proud of and which continues to be ready and able to 
meet the future hospital care needs of our communities.”  
 
Notes to editors – Further information will be provided in the coming weeks 
with regard to the involvement and engagement process and all relevant 
documents relating to the Project Group, including the Terms of Reference 
and minutes, will be made available online at www.tinyurl.com/zrum6jt    
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