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6 May 2014 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Lochgoilhead Primary School and Nursery Class  
Argyll and Bute Council 
 
Recently, as you may know, I inspected your child’s school.  During my visit, I talked to 
parents and children and worked closely with the headteacher and staff.  I wanted to 
find out how well children are learning and achieving and how well the school supports 
children to do their best.  The headteacher shared with me the school’s successes and 
priorities for improvement.  I looked at some particular aspects of the school’s recent 
work, including developing the school’s ethos, partnerships with parents, approaches 
to active learning and tracking children’s progress.  As a result, I was able to find out 
how good the school is at improving children’s education. 
 
How well do children learn and achieve? 
 
Children are very proud of their school.  At all stages, children show respect for each 
other and celebrate their achievements together.  In the nursery class, children are 
enthusiastic about their play activities.  They are learning to share and make use of the 
resources available to them.  They now need to talk more with staff about their 
learning and be more involved in developing their ‘learning folders’.  Children could be 
more independent at snack time and take responsibility for tidying their play activities.  
At the primary stages, children are confident and motivated to learn.  They are 
beginning to benefit from good discussions with their teachers to help them set their 
own learning targets.  Children work very well together in class.  Many show strong 
leadership skills when they cooperate in groups to complete tasks.  Children’s ideas 
are sought and valued, and they all feel confident in expressing their views.  Across 
the school, there is a real sense of community.  Children receive recognition for their 
hard work and positive behaviour through certificates and special awards.  They take 
their responsibilities seriously and contribute effectively through the pupil council and 
the Eco group.  The school has achieved a silver Eco-Schools Scotland award, and a 
certificate for health promotion.  Children participate fully in community events 
including naming a street in the village, performing plays and songs for parents, and 
raising significant amounts of money for local and national charities.  
 
Children in the nursery class are making satisfactory progress in early language and 
literacy, and early mathematics and numeracy.  A few can identify their name and 
most show an interest in books and stories.  Most are developing their vocabulary and 
approach staff when they need help.  Children need activities to develop their 
understanding of sounds and rhymes, and more opportunities to write words and 
letters.  A few children use numbers and can sort and match by colour and shape.  
Overall, children are not yet confident using numbers in play contexts.  At the primary 
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stages, children are making very good progress in English language and literacy, and 
mathematics and numeracy.  They are gaining confidence in taking part in discussions 
to express their thoughts and opinions.  Almost all listen well and show maturity in 
considering others’ points of view.  Across the school, children’s writing continues to 
improve.  Children write well for a range of purposes.  At the upper stages, there are a 
few very good examples of extended writing.  Most children read well and can talk 
about favourite authors and their writing styles.  Children’s understanding of poetry and 
Scots language could be developed further.  In mathematics, children are confident in 
handling numbers in mental calculations.  They show a very good understanding of 
mathematics in real life as they work out profit and loss, calculate food bills, and 
handle money.  Older children now need more experience in handling mathematical 
information and in using databases and spreadsheets.  Children at the early stages 
were investigating ways to make ice melt more quickly.  They were aware of some of 
the effects of global warming.  At the upper stages, children were caring for salmon 
eggs and planned to release the young salmon into Loch Fyne.  As part of their 
‘World of Work’ study, they had a good knowledge of occupations and were learning 
how to prepare job applications.  At all stages, children use computers very confidently 
to support their learning. 
 
How well does the school support children to develop and learn? 
 
Staff in the nursery class have created a happy playroom.  They are caring and 
supportive.  Despite restricted space, staff have set out some attractive activities and a 
welcoming book area.  They now need to develop their understanding of child 
development, to be able to respond better to children’s learning needs.  They need to 
make use of their observations to plan learning activities and to track children’s 
progress through the early level of Curriculum for Excellence.  Nursery children need 
better outdoor learning.   
 
In the primary classes, the ethos is calm and purposeful.  Staff plan activities which 
generally take very good account of children’s different ages and stages of 
development.  Teachers show skill at planning tasks to meet children’s different needs 
in composite classes.  Children who need extra help with their learning are very well 
supported.  Staff are developing very good arrangements to monitor and track 
children’s progress.  They are also involving children in evaluating their own learning.  
Staff are aware of the need to improve the pace of some activities and the level of 
challenge for higher-achieving children.  Teachers plan a good range of stimulating 
learning activities in most curriculum areas, guided by Curriculum for Excellence 
advice.  This good practice now needs to be extended to all curriculum areas.  The 
school makes very good use of the local area to enrich learning.  Children from P4 to 
P7 learn French and those at P1 to P5 learn Spanish.  Older children are learning 
touch typing to improve their keyboard skills.   
 
Aspects of the school’s accommodation limit the quality of children’s learning.  The 
nursery uses the school hall, and activities have to be set out and put away each day 
to make room for school lunches.  This restricts what staff can offer and leaves them 
no time for planning and review of activities.  Primary pupils cannot use the hall for 
physical education and have to walk to a local hall along a road without a pavement.  
We have asked the school and Argyll and Bute Council to review these arrangements 
to improve experiences for nursery and primary children.  
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How well does the school improve the quality of its work? 
 
The recently-appointed headteacher is beginning to lead to improvement at 
Lochgoilhead Primary School.  She has a clear understanding of where improvements 
are needed in the primary classes.  She now needs to develop an action plan to 
improve the nursery.  Across the school, staff are becoming more reflective in their 
work and are taking a more active role in developing the curriculum.  They are capable 
of taking on leadership roles to improve the school and could be given more 
opportunities to do so.  A headteacher from another school has carried out classroom 
visits and given staff feedback on their work.  Officers from Argyll and Bute Council 
carry out regular focused visits to support the school.  Staff work closely with parents 
and seek their views on a range of issues.  The headteacher uses a range of 
approaches to evaluate aspects of the school’s work.  She is aware of the need to 
formalise these arrangements to manage the school improvement process more 
effectively.  The school should continue to involve children and parents fully in 
evaluating aspects of its work.  The school has begun to make important 
improvements to key aspects of its work.  Under the leadership of the headteacher, 
and given the commitment of staff, I am confident that the school has the capacity to 
improve further. 
 
This inspection found the following key strengths. 
 

 Confident, happy children who are enthusiastic about their learning. 

 The ways in which the school takes account of children’s views and ideas. 

 The calm, supportive and purposeful ethos in classrooms. 

 The strong links with parents and the wider community. 

 The teamwork of all staff and their commitment to making the school better. 
 
I discussed with staff and Argyll and Bute Council how they might continue to improve 
the school and nursery class.  This is what I agreed with them. 
 

 Continue to monitor pace and challenge in children’s learning. 

 Improve the overall quality of provision in the nursery to ensure better outcomes for 
children. 

 Use self-evaluation more systematically to make further improvements to the 
school.  

 Review the accommodation for the nursery, and for physical education.  
 
What happens at the end of the inspection? 
 
We are satisfied with the overall quality of provision.  We are confident that the 
school’s self-evaluation processes are leading to improvements.  As a result, we will 
make no further visits in connection with this inspection.  As part of its arrangements 
for reporting to parents on the quality of education, Argyll and Bute Council will inform 
parents about the school’s progress.  We have asked for a separate update on 
accommodation issues by June 2014. 
 
 
May Geddes 
HM Inspector  



 
4 

Additional inspection evidence, such as details of the quality indicator evaluations, for 
your school can be found on the Education Scotland website at 
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/inspectionandreview/reports/school/primsec/Loch
goilheadPrimarySchoolArgyllandBute.asp 
 
If you would like to receive this letter in a different format, for example, in a translation 
please contact the administration team on the above telephone number. 
 
If you want to give us feedback or make a complaint about our work, please contact us 
by telephone on 0141 282 5000, or e-mail: complaints@educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk 
or write to us addressing your letter to the Complaints Manager, Denholm House, 
Almondvale Business Park, Livingston EH54 6GA. 
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