
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board held on Thursday 18
th
 

February 2016 at 11.00 am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

 
 

 Present: 

 

Rory Colville (Chair) 

Richard Trail 

Sandy Taylor 

Robin Currie 

Gordon Blair 

 

 In Attendance: 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

Constable Gordon Brown, Police Scotland 

Sheila MacFadyen, Solicitor 

  

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

  

Apologies for absence were intimated from Roddy MacCuish and Alex MacNaughton. 

 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  

It was noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

C. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

   

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 17
th
 November 2016 were submitted and subsequently approved. 

   

D. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. Atlantic Islands Centre, Cullipool, Isle of Luing, PA34 4TX 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board, advised that one objection was received from Luing Community 

Council who were represented by Ms Baker and Ms Lamont (Appendix 1). Two support emails had been 

received from Mr and Mrs Ritchie and Ms Brathwaite and Mr Ings (Appendix 2) who were not present. 

Laura MacIntyre, Development Manager appeared on behalf of the applicant and explained that the premises 

were owned by the Community Trust and run by volunteers. Ms MacIntyre advised that it was a multi- 

purpose centre which included a coffee shop, restaurant and gift shop. She said that various events were held 

within and out with the premises and the majority of these events had been applied for by way of occasional 

licence applications since May 2015 and proved successful. Ms MacIntyre referred to the external area, 

which was used mainly by walkers and cyclists. She said that this would be vital in the busy summer months 

when there would be a greater demand for outside drinking. She confirmed that a 900mm wall would be built 

around the external area once planning permission had been granted. Ms MacIntyre stated that the reason 

12.00pm to 12 Midnight had been applied for was to cover events at short notice but would normally be open 

until about 5.00pm five evenings a week and around 11.00pm at weekends. She added that the off-sales 

would allow customers to take away partially drunk bottles of wine. 

 

Ms Baker referred to the objection on behalf of Luing Community Council and confirmed that they had no 

objection to the operating hours until 5.00pm but had concerns regarding late night noise. She said there 

were also concerns that the licence would be in direct competition with the local shop which was already a 

fragile business. Ms Baker advised that the Community Council was not aware of the erection of a wall, 

although she did say they would support this. 

 



Ms Lamont clarified that they wanted answers to their concerns regarding safety and that their comments 

were based solely on the application as there had been no communication between them and the applicant at 

any time. 

 

Ms Baker reiterated that they had no objection to the licence but had 3 main concerns which were: noise 

emanating from the external area; off-sales being in direct competition with the local shop; safety of external 

area. 

 

Laura MacIntyre said she was working with the community and had a strong working relationship with the 

shop owner. She emphasised that the premises would cater for a different clientele and since running the 

events through occasional licences, she had received no complaints. Ms MacIntyre advised that the premises 

may be open later on Friday and Saturday evenings but she would intend to notify neighbours if events were 

to run late. 

 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer stated that he visited the premises in January and February and had 

concerns about the external area. Mr Dearie referred to his report (Appendix 3) and noted the following: the 

proposed seasonal variation was at odds with the Board’s policy as there were different hours proposed 

during different parts of the year; the applicant had recorded functions including weddings, however, the box 

at 5(c) ‘Dance Facilities’ had been marked ‘no’. Mr Dearie verified that dance was all types of dance from 

performance to ceilidhs which meant that any wedding functions on the premises will not include dancing; at 

section 5(f) ‘Other Activities’, the proposed wording in this section could be reduced considerably, 

especially removing references to future plans.  Mr Dearie said he had provided the applicant with the 

following form of words which may suffice: 

 

‘Teas, coffees, cakes, sandwiches, etc., and soft drinks will be served prior to core hours from 10:00am 

(March-October) or 11:00am (November-February)’. 

 

‘Outdoor drinking (terminal hour for adults10:00pm and 8:00pm for children and young persons)’. 

‘Live music and theatre performances’. 

‘Isle of Luing Community Trust meetings and other island groups meetings’. 

‘Indoor sports and games, including chess, ping-pong and other table/board games and recorded race nights’. 

 

Mr Dearie also suggested wording for the children and young persons’ terms: 

 

‘Children of all ages and young persons will be allowed access to all public areas of the premises 

unaccompanied until 5:00pm.  For evening meals and pre-booked functions/events access will be allowed 

when accompanied by an adult’. 

 

Ages: ‘Children (0-15 years) and Young persons (16 & 17 years)’. 

 

Times: Children and young persons will be allowed access from 10:00am to 5:00pm (March-October) and 

from ‘11:00am to 4:00pm (November-February) and for the duration of any pre-booked functions/events’. 

 

Parts: ‘Children and young persons will be allowed access to all public areas of the premises’. 

 

The Chair asked Ms MacIntyre how many occasional licence applications had been applied for. She 

confirmed that fortnightly applications had been submitted since May last year. 

 

Richard Trail thought that the off-sales was uneconomical and asked Ms MacIntyre if it would make a 

difference to the premises if off-sales was not included. Ms MacIntyre believed this was a good service to 

offer customers as the area was so remote. 

 

Sandy Taylor reverted back to the hours applied for and asked why a terminal hour of 12 Midnight was 

required. Ms MacIntyre explained that this would allow for some leeway for certain events. 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk reiterated that the premises did not intend to open late every night but the concern 

was that would the hours granted reflect how the premises operated. She advised that the applicant may be 

better suited to apply for extended hours licences for any events or functions. 

 

 



Robin Currie wanted clarification on the operating hours and stated that premises should be open on times 

specified in the operating plan. 

 

The Chair enquired about the shop and if there was an alcohol display area but Ms MacIntyre confirmed it 

was only a gift shop and that alcohol was served with meals and on occasion, taking away a bottle of wine. 

 The Chair asked Eric Dearie if the existing fence surrounding the external area was adequate meantime and 

Mr Dearie advised that it was not for him to say but he confirmed that it was a standard fence. Susan Mair 

suggested considering the external area after the wall had been erected then a further visit by the Licensing 

Standards Officer for approval. 

 

Susan Mair referred to the seasonal variation which was not the standard wording and asked Ms MacIntyre 

to be more specific. Ms MacIntyre requested November to Easter until 4.00pm and Easter to November until 

5.00pm with Friday and Saturday evenings until 11.00pm. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted as amended with a further visit to be arranged after the 

completion of the wall. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

E. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. Loch Fyne Oysters, Clachan Farm, Ardkinglas, Cairndow, PA21 2DH 

 

Alastair Begg appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application which sought to 

add films and televised sport to the activities on the licence. Mr Begg explained that they would like to offer 

more to the customers and be able to show occasional events like the Six Nations. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application. 

   

 2. Lochside Hotel, Shore Street, Bowmore, Isle of Islay, PA43 7LB 

 

Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application 

which sought to increase the terminal hour on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday 

evenings from 12 Midnight to 1.00am and from 1.00am to 2.00am on Friday and Saturday evenings. 

 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer referred to his report and suggested that local conditions be 

imposed regarding patron & music curfews and also stewarding conditions to prevent noise nuisance. 

 

Robin Currie said he was not happy to impose any conditions until he knew what these were. 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk advised that the mandatory late opening conditions would be included on the 

licence for 2.00am opening. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted subject to the local conditions suggested by the Licensing 

Standards Officer; the addition of the mandatory conditions and the implementation of a noise management 

plan. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

 3. Portsonachan Hotel, Portsonachan, Dalmally, PA33 1BJ 

 

The applicant, Judith Parker appeared and spoke to the terms of her application which sought to include the 

external drinking area. Mrs Parker explained that it was an oversight in her part when the area was not 

incorporated in the existing premises licence. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted with a terminal hour for the outside drinking area of 

10.00pm for adults and 8.00pm for children and young persons. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   



 4. Riverhill Courtyard, 26 West Princes Street, Helensburgh, G84 8TD 

 

The applicant, Eva Robertson appeared and spoke to the terms of her application which sought to vary both 

on-sales and off-sales on a Sunday from 12 Midday to 11.00am; increase the terminal hour for on-sales on 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday evenings from 10.00pm to 12 Midnight and from 12 Midnight to 

1.00am on Friday and Saturday evenings. Ms Robertson advised that numerous events were frequently held 

within the premises and they catered for a high volume of visitors. 

 

The Chair wondered why it was necessary for children to be in the premises until 1.00am. Ms Robertson said 

that this would rarely happen but did not want to turn families away if they arrived later in the evening. 

 

Sandy Taylor thought this was a step too far and recommended that the terminal hour for children should 

remain at 12 Midnight. Eva Robertson confirmed she was happy with this. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted with the terminal hour of 12 Midnight to remain for children 

and 1.00am for young persons. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

 5. Struthan Stores, Crossapol, Isle of Tiree, PA77 6UP 

 

The applicant, Elaine Hayes appeared and spoke to the terms of the application which sought to increase the 

off sales hours from 5.30pm to 8.00pm, Monday to Saturday and to open on a Sunday from 10.00am to 

6.00pm. Ms Hayes advised that there was a demand for the increase from the community. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

   

 6. The Bute Piper (formerly The Ardbeg Lodge), 23 Marine Place, Rothesay, Isle of Bute, PA20 0LF 

 

The applicant, Brian Jamieson appeared and spoke to the terms of the application which sought to add 

recorded music; live music and indoor/outdoor sports as activities on the licence. Mr Jamieson wanted to 

create a family friendly environment with acoustic music, pool and darts. 

 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer said he had concerns regarding the layout of the premises as 

children would be within the vicinity of the pool table and the dart board. Mr Park referred to the live music 

and suggested that a noise management plan be put in place. 

 

The Chair asked the applicant if the pool table and the dart board would be in use when children were 

present. Mr Jamieson stated he would rather not have these available and was happy to cover the pool table 

when children were present.  

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted on the basis that the pool table and the dart board were not 

being used when children were present and a noise management plan to be implemented. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 7. The Castle Isle, Rosneath Castle Caravan Park, Rosneath, G84 0QS 

 

The applicant, Christopher Henry appeared and spoke to the terms of his application which sought to amend 

the seasonal variation and the children’s terms; to allow the lounge to become over 18’s only during family 

entertainment evenings and to add films and indoor sports as activities on the licence. Mr Henry advised that 

the establishment was a 5 star holiday park but business had declined for families over the years and he 

wanted to improve on this by introducing family events like bingo, film shows and live music. He thought 

that a terminal hour of 9.00pm for children was too early as families wanted to stay out later when on 

holiday.  

 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer said he had meetings with Mr Henry about what had been 

discussed and suggested to amend the wording for the children’s terms from ‘until the conclusion of core 

hours’ to ‘until 10.00pm or for the duration of any pre-arranged family entertainment or function’ as per his 

report. 



The Chair enquired about the position of the pool table and Christopher Henry advised it was in the large 

room which was generally used by adults when other entertainment was being provided. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application with the amended wording 

regarding children as per the Licensing Standards Officer’s report. 

   

F. APPLICATION FOR MAJOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE  

(continued from previous board meeting) 

   

 1. The Logie Baird, 8 James Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AS 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board explained that the application was granted at the February 2015 

Licensing Board Meeting for one year only due to noise issues in the past. Ms Mair advised that, to date, no 

further complaints had been received and no issues had arisen which was confirmed by Raymond Park, 

Licensing Standards Officer. 

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted with the late opening conditions and the noise management 

plan to remain in place. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

G. APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF A PERSONAL LICENCE 

   

 1. Ryan Chow, 3 The Coach House, Arden, Alexandria, G83 8RD 

 

It was noted that Ryan Chow was not present. 

 

Constable Gordon Brown, Police Scotland referred to his report (Appendix 4). 

 

Sandy Taylor asked Constable Brown if Ryan Chow was employed and he advised that Mr Chow worked in 

a Chinese restaurant in the Balloch area. Mr Taylor asked Susan Mair, Depute Clerk, if Mr Chow reported 

his conviction from 2012 to the Board and she replied no but it was a matter for the Board to decide what 

course of action to take. She added that the trial was set for 18
th
 May 2016, therefore the Board could wait to 

consider the matter after this date. 

 

Gordon Blair stated there should be a zero tolerance approach regarding these types of convictions and 

advised that this was not the sort of person the Board would want to hold a licence. Mr Blair said he would 

be happy to revoke the licence. 

 

Sandy Taylor stressed that any action would not help Mr Chow as he had not assaulted anyone in the course 

of his job.  

 

Robin Currie referred to the 2 incidents mentioned in the Police report, the first one, no proceedings were 

taken and the other was sub- judice. Mr Currie stated that Mr Chow could be cleared of the second offence 

therefore the only matter that should be considered was the offence which took place in 2012. 

 

The Chair advised that he was extremely disappointed with Mr Chow’s non-appearance and sought to 

suspend his licence for 3 months then hold a further review and ask Mr Chow to attend. 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk advised that the Board would require to suspend the licence for 6 months then the 

licence would automatically be reinstated after this period. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the matter further. On resuming, the Chair said they had taken all matters 

into consideration and it was agreed to suspend the licence for 6 months. 

   

H. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCE – NON-PAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEE 

   

 1. The Chair referred to the list of premises below who had failed to make an annual fee payment.  Susan Mair, 

Depute Clerk advised that failure to pay the annual fee was a breach of a condition of their premises licence.  

 



It was agreed to revoke the following premises licences: 

 

Teighness Stores, Shore Road, Arrochar 

The Village Shop, Main Street, Arrochar 

Bombay Restaurant, 15 Argyll Street, Dunoon 

Winehouse, 125 George Street, Oban 

Millknowe Stores, 99 Millknowe, Campbeltown 

   

I. REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCES 

   

 1. The Depute Clerk, Susan Mair explained that evidence of the relevant refresher training had not been 

submitted from the Personal Licence Holders listed (Appendix 5). As a result, under Section 87(3) of the 

Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, the licences required to be revoked. 

 

The Board agreed to revoke the personal licences. 

   

J. CONSIDERATION OF REVIEW FOR A PREMISES LICENCE 

   

 1. Bridge of Orchy Hotel, Bridge of Orchy, PA36 4AD 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk advised that intimation was received by the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service that  

an enforcement notice was going to be served on the premises having failed to comply with fire safety duties. 

Ms Mair confirmed that all necessary works had been rectified and that the Fire Service would re-visit the 

premises and confirm the position. 

   

K.  

 

1. 

APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF AN ADULT GAMING CENTRE 

 

Taylor Leisure, 4-14 High Street, Rothesay, Isle of Bute 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk explained that the application was prompted as a result of a visit from the 

Gambling Commission in March last year. The Commission advised Mr Taylor that he required to apply to 

vary the plan relative to the Adult Gaming Centre Licence to exclude the area for which he was requesting an 

unlicensed family entertainment gaming machine permit, in order that this application could be dealt with. 

 

The applicant, Mr Taylor appeared and said that this matter was never brought to his attention and if he had 

been aware of this, he would have applied for the appropriate licence for that area. 

 

Sheila MacFadyen, Solicitor, Argyll and Bute Council referred to the mandatory condition which states that 

no direct access is permitted from the family area to the over 18’s area. 

 

Mr Taylor confirmed that the area was partitioned by gaming machines and rope which was acceptable to the 

Gambling Commission although he was happy to erect a larger barrier. 

 

Gordon Blair expressed concerns regarding gambling in general and asked if a solid partition could be 

created. Mr Taylor advised that this was possible but it would require more supervision. 

 

The Chair asked Sheila MacFadyen if a solid partition would be more acceptable but she advised that it was 

for the Board to consider. 

 

Sandy Taylor asked if Mr Taylor could produce a sketch plan showing his proposals then if the Board and 

the Gambling Commission were satisfied, the licence could be granted. 

 

Gordon Blair referred to the fire exit and asked if there were any issues from building control. Mr Taylor 

confirmed that there was one fire exit door which led on to Montague Road. 

 

The Chair agreed with Sandy Taylor and suggested that the applicant submit a detailed plan showing the 

partition. 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk clarified that the application would be granted in principal but the issues regarding 

the partition and access required to be resolved. 



Having considered the foregoing, the Chair asked the applicant to submit the relevant plan and a decision 

would be made after further consultation with the Gambling Commission.  

 

L. ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

 

 No business was noted. 

 

M.   DATE OF NEXT BOARD MEETING: 

 

The next meeting of the Licensing Board will be held on Tuesday 12
th

 April 2016 at 11.00am within the Council 

Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 (Chairman) 

  

 


