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We are writing to update you on the latest decisions relating to the re-opening of schools. 

The Scottish Government has announced that the next phase of reopening education will take 
place on Monday 15 March unless new evidence or new circumstances requires 
reconsideration. The next stage of the phased return for our children and young people in 
compliance with the government guidance, is as follows: 

Primary 

Pupils in P4-7 will return to school on Monday 15 March, joining P1-3 pupils who are already 
back at school. Current arrangements for vulnerable children and the children of keyworkers 
will end, and these children will re-join their normal classes. Your child’s school will contact you 
with further details, including information on drop off, pick up and safety mitigations advised by 
the Scottish Government, eg the need for parents/carers to socially distance and wear 
facemasks. 

Secondary 

From 15 March, all secondary pupils will receive a mix of remote learning and in-school 
teaching. Each school will decide how to balance safely remote and in-school learning and 
the ongoing provision for vulnerable young people and the children of key workers, based on 
local circumstances and needs. Senior phase students (S4-S6) who are taking national 
qualifications will have priority for face-to-face lessons in school. 

Arrangements for remote learning for pupils who are currently not in school will be affected by 
these new plans, and schools will contact parents/carers to inform them of the changes which 
are necessary. 

It is the Scottish Government’s expectation that all secondary school pupils will be back in 
school on a full time basis after the Easter break. Our schools close for their Easter break on 
Thursday 1st April and reopen on Monday 19th April. 

Schools will contact parents/carers no later than Friday 12 March with further details of when 
individual pupils should attend school. 
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Face coverings will be required to be worn at all times by all pupils and staff in school. There 
will be a greater emphasis placed on good ventilation around schools, and strict 2 metre 
distancing will be observed within school buildings. 

Transport 

Pupils who travel by school transport will continue to be able to do so. If it is necessary to alter 
arrangements for any pupils, parents/carers will be informed no later than Friday 12 March. 
There has been an easing of social distancing on secondary school transport to one metre. 

School Meals 

School meals will be available for primary pupils when they are in school at lunchtime, and 
those entitled will receive free school meals.   

School meals will be provided to secondary pupils entitled to FSM when they attend school 
during the week and direct payments will continue until a full time return to school, anticipated 
on the 19th April, is achieved. 

 
Once again, we would like to thank you for all you have done, and continue to do, to support 
your child’s learning. Our schools are grateful for all the support you have given during the 
period of remote learning. We know how challenging this time has been. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 
Louise Connor Wendy Brownlie Simon Easton 
Head of Education Acting Head of Education Acting Head of Education 
Chief Education Officer Learning and Teaching Lifelong Learning and Support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


