
 

 

GOOD FOOD TO GOOD CAUSES SURVEY 

You said, we did! 

We, along with the Health and Social Care Partnership and reShare, undertook a survey to map out the 
existing provision of food in Argyll and Bute, to help make more food available for or vulnerable people who 
need it.    

The survey was issued 18 July 2019 and closed 15 August 2019.   

We are pleased to provide here a summary of findings and the actions we are taking in response. 

Level of Provision and Demand 

We asked about your organisation’s current level of demand for emergency food and whether this has 
changed in the last 12 months. We also asked why you think any change has happened, and what you 
think demand will be like in 12 months’ time.   

You said that provision across existing providers is mixed with varying levels of scale.  
You told us that our largest population centres have some food provision, but there is limited coverage out 
with our main towns, particularly on our islands.  
You also told us that demand varied between areas and the majority of you expect to see either an 
increase in demand or no change in the next 12 months.  

We have confirmed availability of food from Fare Share for Argyll and Bute and advised organisations on 
how to access this food:   

If you are interested in receiving a pallet(s) of mixed stock for distribution to vulnerable people and/or 
onward distribution to other foodbank providers, please contact FareShare who will look to see what they 
can arrange and it is anticipated this may take up to one week.   

If you are based on an island, to support FareShare in keeping down costs, if possible please advise 
FareShare of any contacts with ferry terminals or transport carriers who could support delivering this stock 
from ports on the mainland.  

To access this service, contact FareShare Glasgow & West of Scotland Depot, 1070 South Street, 
Glasgow,  G14 0AP or phone: 0141 958 1133.  You can find out more about FareShare at 
https://www.moveon.org.uk/fareshare  

Storage 

We asked you about your organisation’s current position and capacity to store emergency food; whether 
you store frozen or chilled food and whether you have capacity to stock additional food. We also asked if 
you would be interested in developing temporary structures for food storage and if you had land to 
accommodate this.  

https://www.moveon.org.uk/fareshare


 

 

You said that some organisations have capacity to store emergency food and that two organisations have 
land that could be used for temporary storage. 

We have shared this feedback with Fare Share so that Fare Share can consider options for progressing 
this.  

Transport  

We asked if your organisation currently transports emergency food, and if so, to describe your current 
arrangements.  

You said that six out the 13 organisations currently transport food either (using your own or volunteers’ 
transport). Your feedback highlights that this happens on a small scale e.g. transportation of bags of food 
from provider or home visits.  

We have shared this feedback with Fare Share so that Fare Share can consider options for progressing 
this. .  

Argyll and Bute Foodbank Forum 

We asked if there is interest in f a dedicated Argyll and Bute Foodbank Forum. We also asked what the 
format should be, how often it should take place and what other organisations should be involved.  

You said that there is a clear appetite for a Forum, that meetings should be a combination of face to face 
and online; that the highest preference was for quarterly meetings. 

We have now asked respondents if you would like to be a driving force in establishing an Argyll and Bute 
Foodbank Forum 

Scottish Welfare Fund (SWF) 

We asked if you are aware of the SWF and the support it provides. We also asked if you signpost 
recipients of emergency food to it and if you would be willing to get more information about it.  

You said that there is a 50/50 split of awareness about the fund, but only 4 organisations are familiar with 
the support they offer and actively signpost clients to SWF. 

We have now shared further information on the SWF to respondents. You can also get more information 
on the council’s website at: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/about-scottish-welfare-fund 

 

 

https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/about-scottish-welfare-fund

