
Page 1 of 20 

 
August  2017 
Funding Alert 163
         Click on the headings below to go straight to a particular section 
 
NEWS & UPDATES 

• Free Community-led Action Planning 
Training 

ARTS AND CULTURE 
1. Filmbankmedia Innovation Fund for 2017 
2. Creative Scotland Open Project Funding 
3. BFI Audience Fund 
4. Culture & Business Fund Scotland 
5. Film Hub Scotland 
6. ScotRail Cultural and Arts Fund  
7. Sustrans Scotland - ArtRoots Fund 
8. The Esmee Fairbairn Collections Fund 

BUSINESS AND ENTERPRISE 
9. Third Sector Investment Fund  
10. Fourth Round of North Sea Region 

Programme 
11. Friends Provident Foundation 
12. Circular Economy Investment Fund 
13. VisitScotland's Growth Fund 
14. Scottish Rural Development  
15. Development Funding for Charities and 

Social Enterprises 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

16. DM Thomas Foundation  
17. Faiths in Scotland Community Action 

Fund 
  COMMUNITY FUNDING 

18. Postcode Dream Trust   
19. Postcode Community Trust 
20. Community Food and Health 
21. SUEZ Communities Trust 
22. Apply to be a Co-Op Local Cause 
23. Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief 
24. Bank of Scotland Foundation 

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
25. Scottish Employer Recruitment Incentive 
26. Digital Xtra Fund 
27. SCVO - Digital Participation Charter Fund 

ENERGY, RENEWABLES, AND 
RECYCLING     

28. The Pebble Trust 
29. Adaptation Scotland 

30. Climate Challenge Fund Development 
Grants 

31. Climate Challenge Fund 
32. Energy Saving Trust 
33. Community Energy Projects 
34. Local Energy Scotland 

EUROPEAN FUNDING 
35. Argyll and the Islands LEADER 
36. ERDF Green Infrastructure Community 

Engagement Fund 
37. ERDF Circular Economy Investment  
38. Northern Periphery and Arctic 

Programme 
GENERAL FUNDING 

39. Feminist Review Trust 
40. Nuffield Foundation 
41. Inshore and Inland Rescue Boat Grant  
42. DFID Launches New Small Charities 

Challenge Fund 
43. Rights, Equality and Citizenship (REC)  
44. LIBOR Fund 
45. Help the Homeless 

HEALTH 
46. GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) IMPACT Awards     
47. Pink Ribbon Foundation Grants   
48. Alcohol Research UK's Small Grants  
49. Life Changes Trust Peer-to-Peer 

Resources Award 
50. The Agnes Hunter Trust 
51. Wolfson Foundation 
52. Comic Relief Active Ageing Grants 
53. GSK Impact Awards 
54. Conference Bursaries 

LAND AND PROPERTY 
55. Resilient Heritage   
56. Scottish Land Fund  
57. Landscape Partnerships Grant Programme 
58. Historic Scotland’s Organisational Support  
59. Scottish Community Development Grant 
60. Project Viability Grant 
61. Sheds Grant Fund 
62. Parks for People 

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 



 

63. Ecological Outreach Programme 
64. Fibre Broadband to Remote 

Communities with a School 
65. AXA RoadSafe Schools Campaign     

SPORT FUNDING 
66. Funding to Grow Community Tennis  
67. Support Young People Participating in 

Sport    

YOUNG PEOPLE 
68. Inter Faith Youth Trust Small Grants  
69. European Youth Foundation 
70. Funding to Help Creative Young People 

Shine  
71. Rights & Equalities For Care Experienced 

Young People 
72. Erasmus Youth Partnership Funding 

 

For more funding ideas and a chance to do your own funding search, check our funding webpage http://www.argyll-
bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/grants-and-funding 

If you need further information on any of these grants schemes, how to apply or are going to apply, 
Contact the Social Enterprise Team Tel: 01369708547 thirdsectorenquiries@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 
NEWS AND UPDATES 
Free Community-led Action Planning Training 
Community groups can take part in this free training for the NEW online toolkit to help communities develop their 
own community-led action plans: www.communitytoolkit.net Community-led Action Plans are a way for 
communities to change and improve their local area by setting out what will be done, who will do it and how it will 
be carried out. Recently launched, this simple and easy to navigate website takes you through every stage of 
developing your action plan and provides you with factsheets, templates and links to useful resources. This training 
will introduce you to community-led action planning and go through the online toolkit, providing practical tips, hints 
and next steps. Training will be available across four locations and will last around 2.5 hours. 
Book your place here 

Area Date Time Venue 
Helensburgh and Lomond Wednesday 6th September 1.30pm – 4.30pm Helensburgh Civic Centre 
Bute and Cowal Tuesday 12th September 1.30pm – 4.00pm Dunoon Community Centre 
Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the 
Islands 

Wednesday 20th September 1.30pm – 4.00pm Lochgilphead Community 
Centre 

Oban, Lorne and the Isles Thursday 21st September 10.00am – 12.30pm Corran Halls, Oban 
For more information contact alex@scdc.org.uk.  
 
ARTS AND CULTURE  
1. Filmbankmedia Innovation Fund for 2017 
Filmbankmedia have announced the return of their Innovation Fund which aims to provide funding opportunities for two newly-
established film societies and community screening groups to secure the growth of their organisation and affect real engagement 
within their community.  The Innovation Fund of £5,000 comprises two awards for two film societies or community film groups: 
£3,000 for the first selected organisation and £2,000 for the second chosen organisation.  Examples of how the Fund could be 
used:  

• Special film screening programmes for seniors or youth groups 
• Launching film workshops For screening equipment 
• Delivering a marketing initiative 
• To implement educational programmes in local schools. 

Deadline:  31st August 2017 http://www.filmbankmedia.com/licences/stsl/innovation-fund/ 
 
2.   Creative Scotland Open Project Funding 
This Creative Scotland fund supports the arts, screen and creative industries, with projects that help them explore, realise and 
develop their creative potential, widen access to their work, and enrich Scotland’s reputation as a distinctive creative nation 
connected to the world. Creative Scotland want to encourage applicants to generate great ideas and projects that they can then 
help them to make happen. These ideas can cover a broad spectrum of activity, and Open Project Funding will support: 

• Projects that develop skills or artistic practice 
• Projects that create something new and of high quality 
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• Projects which either present work to audiences, or which try to develop and reach new audiences (including those 
hard to reach) 

• Projects which encourage more people to get involved in artistic and creative activity. 
Support will be available for activity and projects of different size and scale – and for up to 2 years in duration. 
Open Project Funding is open to both individuals and organisations. You can apply for funding from £1,000 to £100,000.  
Applications may be submitted at any time 
http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-programmes/open-project-funding 
 
3.   BFI Audience Fund 
Using funding from the National Lottery, the BFI Audience Fund (which replaces the separate Distribution, Film Festival, 
Programming Development and Neighbourhood Cinema Funds which ran until March 2017) is central to this commitment. This 
Fund is underpinned by the BFI’s desire to boost diversity and inclusivity, and to build a broad film culture across the UK which 
recognises and values the quality of difference and seeks to rebalance under-representation on screen, in the workforce and in 
audiences.  The BFI Audience Fund is designed to support ambitious activities and has up to £5.6m to commit annually. There 
are two types of awards available: Project Awards and Organisational Awards.  

• Project Awards: BFI expect the majority of awards approved to be between £20,000 and £50,000 with an upper limit 
for proposals of exceptional scale or ambition of £200,000.  Applications for Project awards will be accepted on a rolling 
basis at least 16 weeks before the start of the proposed project.  

• Organisational Awards: BFI expect the majority of awards approved to be between £50,000 and £200,000. At their 
discretion the BFI may make Organisational awards over £200,000. Applications for Project awards will be accepted 
on a rolling basis at least 16 weeks before the start of the proposed project.  

Applications for Organisational awards will be accepted throughout November each year. Decisions will be made by March 
ahead of the new financial year. 
http://www.bfi.org.uk/supporting-uk-film/distribution-exhibition-funding/bfi-audience-fund 
 
4.   Culture & Business Fund Scotland 
This new fund promotes collaboration between Scottish businesses with arts and heritage organisations to deliver 
new arts and heritage projects – and note: heritage includes parks and greenspace.  If an arts or heritage 
organisation attracts an eligible business to sponsor an aspect of their work, the Culture & Business Fund Scotland 
will match that sponsorship, £ for £. Organisations can apply for match funding up to the value of £40,000 in any 
one financial year (running from 1 April to 31 March). 
Applications may be submitted at any time http://www.aandbscotland.org.uk/culture-and-business-fund-scotland/ 
 
5.   Film Hub Scotland Members Are Invited to Apply For Pitch Pot Support  
Members can apply for up to £200 per screening, for activity related to the themes from the two seasons, LGBT50 
and India on Film. Multiple screenings per organisation can be supported. Support can be used to cover film 
license fees, marketing and publicity, speaker fees or expenses, among other uses. 
Deadline: 4th September 2017  
http://www.filmhubscotland.com/opportunities/funding/pitch-pots-lgbt50-india-on-film/ 
 
6.   ScotRail Cultural and Arts Fund  
Funding of between £500 and £2,000 is available to individuals/sole traders and constituted community groups 
working in Scotland with an income of no more than £100,000 per year. The fund aims to support arts, community 
recreation, and sports activities in the vicinity of a train station or with a travel or safety theme. To be eligible 
applications must fit within one of the following themes: Promotion of performing arts, visual arts, literature, 
community arts and cultural traditions; support for artists and artistic organisations to work with communities; public 
art e.g. sculptures in open spaces; children's play areas; local activity programmes; increasing participation in sport 
and physical activity; sports events and outreach programmes. 
Deadline: 25th September 2017 
https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/scotrail-cultural-and-arts-fund/ 
 
7.   Sustrans Scotland - ArtRoots Fund  
The fund has been created to enable and empower communities to make artistic and aesthetic improvements to 
the National Cycle Network (NCN), for the benefit of place quality, enjoyment and active travel. Funding will be 
allocated to community groups who not only best demonstrate the need but also how the fund will add value to 
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active travel and path aesthetics in their chosen setting. A wide range of items can be applied for including 
sculptures, seating, planters, signs and boards, interactive objects and play equipment. 
Deadline: 11th August 2017  
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/news/second-round-community-artroots-funding-now-open-scotland 
 
8.   The Esmee Fairbairn Collections Fund  
Grants of between £20,000 and £120,000 are available to museums and galleries in the UK to enable them to 
focus on time-limited work on collections outside the scope of an organisation’s core resources. A large number of 
collections activities are eligible for funding, for example research, digitisation, loans and conservation. The Fund 
focuses on time-limited work on collections outside the scope of an organisation’s core resources. To be 
considered, applications must both: 

• Work with an existing collection or collections to improve understanding of them and increase their use; 
and 

• Through that collections work, involve, inspire and have impact on people, communities and audiences. 
To be successful, applications will need to: 

• Engage local communities and/or those who are not typical museum attendees, and think about social 
impact. 

• Be developmental for the organisation or sector. 
• Think about the project's legacy, even if this is hard to define at the start of the project. 

Deadline: 6th September 2017  
https://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/museums-association---esme-fairbairn-collections-fund 

 
BUSINESS AND ENTERPRISE 
9.   Third Sector Investment Fund 
The Third Sector Investment Fund, re-launched this month, invests between £150,000 and £3 million in charities 
and social enterprises across the UK.  The Fund can support organisations across all social sectors, focused on 
improving the economic and social well-being of individuals, particularly those who are vulnerable and 
disadvantaged. To be eligible for investment, your organisation must demonstrate the following: 

• Be a registered charity or social enterprise 
• Be based and have operations in the UK 
• Have a clear social mission with significant, measurable, direct outcomes 
• Have a focus on supporting disadvantaged/vulnerable people 
• Be led by a strong management with proven capability to deliver 
• Have a robust business plan and financial projections 
• A clear demonstration of how investment repayment will be made 
• Have good corporate governance 

Applications may be submitted at any time http://socialandsustainable.com/application-form 
 
10.   Fourth Round of North Sea Region Programme  
The North Sea Region Programme 2014 - 2020 has announced that the fourth call for proposals is now open for 
applications. Partnerships made up of at least two organisations from the programme area (Norway and Denmark, 
eastern parts of the United Kingdom, the Flemish Region of Belgium, northwest Germany, north and west 
Netherlands, south western Sweden) can apply for up to 50% of a project's cost. UK local, regional and national 
authorities, NGOs, research institutions, universities and private partners can apply for funding that meet the four 
priorities of the programme. These are supporting growth in North Sea Region economies; eco-innovation; 
protecting against climate change and preserving the environment; and promoting green transport and mobility.  
Deadline: Expression of Interest 28th August 2017 
http://www.northsearegion.eu/project-information/calls-for-applications/fourth-call-july-august-2017/ 
 
11.   Friends Provident Foundation - Building Resilient Economies 
The programme aims to build a more resilient, fairer and sustainable economic system. Organisations working 
within the UK who want to help transform financial systems into ‘engines for social benefit' can apply for up to 
£200,000 for work lasting up to five years. These can be in the form of grants, loans, part loans or underwriting to 
cover capital or revenue funding, core costs or project costs. Activities funded will fit closely with the aims of the 
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Foundation and deliver one of two key outcomes. These are "System Change" and "Local Economic Resilience". 
Under ‘Systems change' the Foundation will be looking for strong analysis of the issues and problems to be 
addressed together with effective methods of delivering policy and corporate behavioural change. Activities 
supported under ‘Local economic resilience' will build on current technologies and approaches with funded projects 
focussing on building local partnerships, sharing knowledge and complimenting other local initiatives. 
Deadline: 6th November 2017 https://www.friendsprovidentfoundation.org/programme-overview/ 
 
12.   Circular Economy Investment Fund for Resource Efficiency in Scotland 
The Circular Economy Investment Fund is an £18 million grant funding opportunity for businesses and 
organisations in Scotland working in all business and social economy sectors, who are helping to create a more 
circular economy. Proposals are invited from small to medium-sized enterprises (fewer than 250 employee 
turnover less than €50 million) and non-profit organisations. The main purposes of this fund are as follows: 

• To stimulate the development of innovative, resource efficient products and services for the purposes of 
supporting a circular economy in Scotland. 

• To encourage the collaboration for the purpose of exploiting opportunities and confronting challenges. 
• To provide support in order to develop innovative and creative business models. 
• To provide funding for projects that have demonstrated proof of concept and that have the potential for 

commercial exploitation so that they might progress to a stage where they may attract investors. 
• To achieve significant carbon savings. 

Funding is aimed at SMEs that require a minimum grant investment of £50,000 with up to £1 million available for 
higher value applications. Proposals for funding will be considered for new circular economy products; 
development and adoption of innovative business models for new circular economy products and services; and 
development/uptake of innovative technologies, products and services to support a circular economy. Applications 
are accepted on a first come first served basis. 
Deadline: 31st December 2018  
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/circular-economy-investment-fund-and-service 
 
13.   VisitScotland's Growth Fund  
The VisitScotland Growth Fund is designed to assist the tourism industry and to further cement Scotland's 
reputation as a world class destination. The Fund enables groups of tourism businesses to undertake new 
marketing activity or further develop current activity which will generate additional visitors to Scotland. The Fund is 
designed to assist groups in marketing their products and services to new customers and encourage people to 
holiday in Scotland for longer. All projects applying for funding should contribute to the following objectives: 

• Increase the number of visitors to Scotland and the overall visitor spend. 
• Encourage visitors to travel more widely throughout Scotland. 
• Encourage visitors to travel throughout the whole year. 
• Develop and support the Scotland brand in key consumer markets. 

The Fund can support groups with 50% of approved total marketing costs over a one-year period, with a minimum 
award of £10,000 to a maximum of £40,000 available. The VisitScotland Growth Fund enables groups of tourism 
businesses to undertake new marketing activity or further develop current activity which will generate additional 
visitors to Scotland. All applications must include activity which is considered "new", i.e. working with new partners, 
targeting new markets, including new packages/offers, or using new media. Whilst subsequent applications can be 
made, the funding should not be considered as long-term or core funding. Applications are welcomed from groups 
of tourism businesses throughout Scotland operating at a local, regional or national level. 
Deadline: 22nd November 2017 
http://www.visitscotland.org/business_support/marketing_opportunities/growth_fund.aspx 
 
14.   Scottish Rural Development Programme - Food Processing, Marketing and Co-operation (Scotland) 
Individuals, constituted groups and businesses in Scotland that process agricultural products into food products or 
are involved in collaborative working within the food chain have until the 19th November 2017 to apply for funding 
from the Scottish Rural Development Programme. The Food Processing, Marketing and Co-operation scheme 
provides support to suppliers and producers who are working to make Scotland a Good Food Nation, where it is 
second nature to produce, buy, serve and eat fresh, healthy food. Funding is available for start-up grants for new 
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food processing businesses and development grants for existing businesses and can be used for both capital and 
non-capital projects. The amount of funding available is dependent on the size of the business. 
Deadline: 19th November 2017  
https://www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/all-schemes/food-processing--marketing-and-co-operation/ 
 
15.   Development Funding for Charities and Social Enterprises  
The Fore Trust has announced that its next round of funding has re-opened for applications. The Fore is the only 
open-access funder in the UK offering development funding and strategic support to early-stage charities and 
social enterprises. The Fore will fund any UK registered charity, social enterprise or community interest company 
that is small (annual income less than £1m) and charitable. To apply for grants of up to £30,000, organisations 
must register at the start of each funding round. As numbers for each round are capped and applicants are 
selected on a on a first-come, first-serve basis, early registration is recommended. On successful registration, 
applicants are sent further details of the application process. 
Deadline: 29th August 2017 https://www.thefore.org/charities/ 
 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
16.   DM Thomas Foundation for Young People 
The DM Thomas Foundation for Young People supports registered charities that work to improve the lives of disabled and 
sick children and young people by awarding grants for equipment, training, and support. Through the Foundation's Central 
Grants scheme, awards of a few hundred pounds and up to £30,000 can be made, although the majority of grants will be 
under £10,000. 
Deadline: 10th October 2017 https://dmthomasfoundation.org/what-we-do/grants/ 
 
17.   Faiths in Scotland Community Action Fund 
Faiths in Scotland Community Action Fund (FSCAF) works with local faith groups by providing grants and support for their 
initiatives in Scotland's most fragile urban and rural communities. Faith-based registered charities, who either work with, or 
aim to begin working with, people under the age of 18 can apply for a one-year award of up to £5000, and all funds must 
be spent within 12 months of the Award Date. 
Deadline: 29th September 2017 http://www.faithincommunityscotland.org/faith-in-community-scotland-action-fund/ 
 
COMMUNITY FUNDING 
18.  Postcode Dream Trust 
The Postcode Dream Trust is a grant-giving body funded entirely by players of People's Postcode Lottery. The 
Dream Fund gives organisations the chance to deliver the project they have always dreamed of, but never had the 
opportunity to bring to life. They are asking charitable organisations across Great Britain to think big, be ambitious 
and collaborate with other not-for-profit partners to deliver their dream project. 
Deadline: stage one applications 22nd August http://www.postcodedreamtrust.org.uk/dream-fund 

 
19.   Postcode Community Trust 
Postcode Community Trust provides grants for charities, voluntary organisations, CICs, and social enterprises 
working on projects that benefit communities through grass-roots sports, arts and recreation programmes and 
healthy living initiatives that improve a community's physical and mental health. Grants of £500 to £20k are 
available.  
Deadline: 18th August 2017 http://www.postcodecommunitytrust.org.uk/ 

 
20.   Community Food and Health (Scotland) – Capacity Building Fund 
The capacity building fund aims to support groups and agencies running food and health activities to build the 
knowledge, skills and expertise they need to help deliver these better. Groups can apply for funding for training or 
learning opportunities for staff, volunteers, or management committee or board members.  
Deadline: 8th December 2017 
https://www.communityfoodandhealth.org.uk/funding/cfhs-funding-opportunities/capacity-building-fund-2017-apply-
online/ 
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21.   SUEZ Communities Trust Announces New Deadline for Scottish Landfill Communities Fund 
The SUEZ Trust is currently accepting applications from not-for-profit organisations in Scotland for the following 
types of projects: 

• Land Reclamation (Object A) - the reclamation, remediation, restoration or other operation on land to 
facilitate economic, social or environmental use. 

• Community Recycling (Object B) - community based recycling, re-use and waste prevention projects. 
• Public Amenities (Object C) - to provide, maintain or improve a public park or other public amenity. 
• Biodiversity (Object D) - the conservation or promotion of biological diversity through the provision, 

conservation, restoration or enhancement of a natural habitat or the maintenance or recovery of a 
species in its natural habitat. 

• Historic Buildings (Object E) - the maintenance, repair or restoration of a building, other structure or a 
site of archaeological interest which is a place of religious worship, or a site of historic or architectural or 
archaeological interest and is open to the public. 

Applications can be made to the: 
• Primary Fund for grants of up to £50,000, as long as the project has an overall cost of less than 

£100,000. 
• Smaller Project Fund for grants of up to £20,000 as long as the project has an overall cost of less than 

£20,000. 
This funding is open to organisations that are run on a not-for-profit basis in Scotland. This could include 
community groups, parish councils, charities, community interest companies, sports clubs, community 
associations, local authorities and voluntary organisations. Organisations must own or hold a lease for the project 
site with at least 10 years remaining. Projects applying for Public Amenity, Biodiversity or Historic Building funding 
must be on a site that is in the vicinity of a landfill site or transfer station. 
Deadline:  2nd October 2017 http://www.suezcommunitiestrust.org.uk/scotland 
 
22.   Apply to be a Co-Op Local Cause 
To apply to be a Co-op cause you must have a project or event in mind that: 

• takes place in the UK or Isle of Man 
• doesn't have religious or political aims (although you can still apply if you're a religious organisation) 
• meets the Co-op's values 
• takes place or will still be running after October 2018 
• benefits your local community 

They will give preference to projects run by small, local organisations. You can't use money from the fund solely to 
pay for staff salaries or general running costs, or to make a donation to another organisation. To apply you'll need: 

• your organisation's charity or HMRC registration number, or proof you're an excepted charity, Scout or 
Guide group or registered Community Amateur Sports club 

• a description of your project and how much you want to raise 
• 2 contact names, including email addresses 
• basic details of your organisation and what it does, including approximate annual income 
• your organisation's bank details - money from the fund can't be paid into personal accounts 

Deadline: 8th August 2017 
https://causes.coop.co.uk/?utm_source=vanity&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=LocalCommunityFund 
 
23.   Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief 
Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief is running two small grants schemes to support organisations wishing to 
participate in this year's To Absent Friends festival from 1-7 November 2017 
Small Grants Fund 
A small grants fund has been set up to support organisations to participate in “To Absent Friends”, with a particular 
focus on supporting small organisations to undertake local activities that provide public opportunities for storytelling 
and/or remembrance of people who have died. The maximum sum available through this programme is £250. 
Deadline: 23rd August 2017 https://www.goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk/content/grants_summer_2017/ 
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Community Music Groups: small grants available 
To enable To Absent Friends concerts to take place in towns and cities across Scotland this November, small 
grants of up to £350 are now available for bands, choirs and orchestras who wish to hold a remembrance concert 
for their local community. All kinds of community music groups are welcome to apply for a small grant and be part 
of the festival, including choirs, orchestras, school groups, jazz bands, brass bands, wind bands, samba bands, 
folk groups... everyone. They also welcome joint applications if several groups would like to work together to put on 
a concert. The maximum sum available through this programme is £350. 
Deadline:  23rd August 2017 https://www.toabsentfriends.org.uk/content/community-music-grants/ 

 
24.   Funding to Improve Local Communities and Promote Financial Inclusion (Scotland)  
Grants of up to £25,000 are available registered charities in Scotland for projects that improve and develop local 
communities and promote financial literacy and financial inclusion. The types of projects supported include 
initiatives designed to encourage the involvement in the community of those too often excluded; working with 
people on low incomes, at risk from poverty or with problems finding accommodation; improving the standards of 
local facilities; promoting financial awareness and money advice; developing and improving local communities; 
financial literacy and financial inclusion. The funding is being made available through the Bank of Scotland 
Foundation small and medium grants programme.  
Deadline: 6th October 2017 http://bankofscotlandfoundation.org/funding-programmes 

 
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
25.   Scottish Employer Recruitment Incentive  
(SERI) targets support at unemployed young people to enable them to obtain and remain in sustainable employment 
(including Modern Apprentices). It offers employers up to £4,000 when their company commits to a new job or new MA, as 
a contribution toward the additional costs of recruiting and sustaining a young person during their first 52 weeks of 
sustainable employment.  As a national minimum, it is expected that 25% of places will support young people who are 
care leavers, carers, an ex-offender or disabled. 
Applications may be submitted at any time 
https://www.ourskillsforce.co.uk/help-with-recruitment/our-one-stop-skills-shop/scotlands-employer-recruitment-incentive/ 
 
26.   Digital Xtra Fund 
The core objective of the Digital Xtra Fund is to increase the number and range of young people learning digital 
technologies and computing science related skills through extracurricular activity. Projects must clearly 
demonstrate how participants will be involved in digital making/creation and what skills they will learn. 
Projects are sought which tangibly demonstrate exciting and stimulating ways of engaging young people. In 
particular, the Digital Xtra Fund is keen to support projects which appeal to: 

• girls and young women 
• young people from areas often excluded from digital technologies activities through lack of local 

facilities/geography (i.e. areas of high deprivation and/or rural isolation) 
• young people from other underrepresented groups (i.e. minority ethnic groups or young people with 

disabilities) 
The Digital Xtra Fund is also keen to increase the numbers of young people studying digital technologies or 
computing science related disciplines and pursuing digital tech careers. Therefore, activities which contextualise 
the skills learned and promote various pathways into a career in digital tech or computing science are also 
particularly of interest. Partnerships with other organisations such as industry, local or national government bodies, 
charities, schools, other extracurricular activity providers, etc. are strongly encouraged to help achieve this aim. 
Deadline: 1st September 2017 http://www.digitalxtrafund.scot/apply/ 
 
27.   SCVO - Digital Participation Charter Fund  
The focus of the Fund is to support organisations currently working to tackle poverty, social isolation and other 
forms of inequality to embed basic digital skill development work into their day-to-day activity with service users. 
This round will be focussed on two specific themes: supporting working age people to increase financial capability, 
employment and other economic outcomes; supporting older and disabled people to reduce social isolation and 
loneliness. 
Deadline: 31st August 2017 https://digital.scvo.org.uk/participation/charter-fund/ 

https://www.toabsentfriends.org.uk/content/community-music-grants/
http://bankofscotlandfoundation.org/funding-programmes
https://www.ourskillsforce.co.uk/help-with-recruitment/our-one-stop-skills-shop/scotlands-employer-recruitment-incentive/
http://www.digitalxtrafund.scot/projects/
http://www.digitalxtrafund.scot/apply/
https://digital.scvo.org.uk/participation/charter-fund/


 

ENERGY, RENEWABLES AND RECYCLING 
28.   The Pebble Trust 
The Pebble Trust has a vision of a more sustainable, equal and low-carbon society, where constraints on fossil 
fuels lead to a more localised economy with stronger, more resilient, communities, and where human activities 
take account of climate change and the wider environment. The Trust supports projects in Scotland, and 
particularly in the Highlands and Islands.  
Applications are being accepted now http://www.thepebbletrust.org/index.asp?pageid=557003 
 
29.   Adaptation Scotland looking for a Pioneer Project 
Adaptation Scotland is offering support and funding of up to £10,000 for one Community Engagement Pioneer 
Project to be developed and run as part of the Adaptation Scotland programme between September 2017 – March 
2018. This opportunity is open to all organisations and community groups based in Scotland. This includes public, 
private and third sector organisations and community groups based around particular locations and/ or interests. 
Pioneer projects provide a unique space for collaboration, enabling partners to develop a shared understanding of 
adaptation challenges and opportunities, and develop tools, resources and actions to address these. By working 
together, we can help communities take account of climate changes and ensure the places where we all live, work 
and play are climate ready. Pioneer projects provide a unique space for this collaboration, enabling partners to 
develop a shared understanding of adaptation challenges and opportunities, and develop tools, resources and 
actions to address these. 
Deadline: 11th August 2017  
http://www.adaptationscotland.org.uk/get-involved/our-projects/adaptation-learning-exchange-community-
engagement/community-engagement-pioneer-project 

 
30.   Climate Challenge Fund Development Grants 
Development Grants of up to £1,500 are available to help community-led organisations to scope out a potential 
climate action project with the aim of subsequently completing a CCF Grant application or an application to another 
funder. Development Grants can support activity including: 

• A consultation event 
• Planning or developing a project using ‘Shifting Normal’ methodology 
• Training, including on the ‘Shifting Normal’ methodology that should be used to plan and develop CCF 

projects 
• Application writing support, this could include reviewing a Grant Recipient’s existing CCF project using the 

‘Shifting Normal’ methodology 
• Expenses relating to a Climate Conversations event 
• The costs\associated with visiting, or working with, a current or previously funded CCF project 
• Engaging a mentor to support project development / implementation 

Deadline: 11th August 2017  
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/applying-for-ccf-
funding/development-grants/ 
 
31.   Climate Challenge Fund  
The Climate Challenge Fund (CCF) is open once again for funding to support local projects that challenge climate 
change. To date, more than £85m has been awarded in grants to a range of successful projects, including:  

• energy efficiency improvements to community-owned buildings 
• home energy efficiency advice 
• lower carbon travel options 
• community growing initiatives 

Grants of up to £150k (per organisation, per year) are available for projects taking place between 1st April 2018 
and 31st March 2020 (Funding in 2018/19 will include a contribution from the European Regional Development 
Fund). 
Deadline: Expression of Interest 28th August 2017 
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/applying-for-ccf-
funding/ccf-grants/ 
 

http://www.thepebbletrust.org/index.asp?pageid=557003
http://www.adaptationscotland.org.uk/get-involved/our-projects/adaptation-learning-exchange-community-engagement/community-engagement-pioneer-project
http://www.adaptationscotland.org.uk/get-involved/our-projects/adaptation-learning-exchange-community-engagement/community-engagement-pioneer-project
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/applying-for-ccf-funding/development-grants/
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/applying-for-ccf-funding/development-grants/
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/applying-for-ccf-funding/ccf-grants/
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainability-climate-change/climate-challenge-fund/applying-for-ccf-funding/ccf-grants/


 

32.   Energy Saving Trust 
The interest-free Electric Vehicle Loan, funded by Transport Scotland (an agency of the Scottish Government), 
currently offers drivers in Scotland loans of: 

• up to £35,000 to cover the cost of purchasing a new pure electric / plug-in hybrid vehicle 
• up to £10,000 to cover the cost of purchasing a new electric motorcycle or scooter  

The loan has a repayment term of up to six years. The purchased electric vehicle, motorcycle or scooter should be 
the only plug-in vehicle owned by the applicant and must be eligible for the 'plug-in car, motorcycle and van grants' 
funded by the Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV). Second hand vehicles are not eligible. With the exception 
of an initial deposit, applicants must not have made any other payment towards the purchase of the vehicle before 
receiving a loan offer under this programme as funding is not provided retrospectively. For more information about 
electric cars, to request an application form or to learn more about the full terms and conditions please call your 
local Home Energy Scotland advice centre free on 0808 808 2282. 
Deadline: beginning of March 2018 in order to be processed by the end of March 2018 when the 
programme expires. 
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/grants-loans/electric-vehicle-loan 
 
33.  Funding for Community Energy Projects 
Energy Supplier E.On, has announced that it has launched a new fund to help communities better manage their 
energy consumption. The Energising Communities Fund will provide grants of between £50 and £2,000 to support 
a range of energy related improvements and activities, from appliances and insulation to educational events. 
Priority will be given to projects focused on reducing energy use and renewable energy. Applications can be 
submitted by charities, not for profit organisations and schools operating in the UK. Joint applications with Local 
Authorities will be considered, although the charity, school or community organisation must be leading the project.  
Deadline: 7th August 2017  
https://www.eonenergy.com/about-eon/community/energising-communities-fund?device=desktop&perminent=false 
 
34.   Local Energy Scotland - CARES Start up Grant  
CARES provides grant funding to help towards the start-up costs of feasibility studies, community consultation and 
other preparatory costs. The fund will support early stage activities, without which the installation of renewable 
energy generating technology would not be able to go ahead, such as: start-up costs towards forming a constituted 
group to take forward a renewable energy project; feasibility studies; community consultation; community capacity 
building; development of community investment plans; visits other community renewable projects; investigating 
joint venture projects with commercial developers. Up to £10,000 is available for community groups to fund non-
capital aspects of a project. 
Applications may be submitted at any time 
http://www.localenergyscotland.org/funding-resources/funding/applying-to-cares/start-up-grant/ 

 
Please note that all Argyll and Bute Council officers considering applying for European funding should contact the 

European Team - genna.lugue@argyll-bute.gov.uk / Tel No 01546 604899 for more information. 

 
EUROPEAN FUNDING 
35.   Argyll and the Islands LEADER  
The Argyll and the Islands LEADER funding Programme aims to "support community-led economic growth and 
sustainable rural development within the Argyll and the Islands area". Grants are awarded by the Local Action 
Group (LAG) to projects that can clearly demonstrate at least one of the following key themes: 

• Strengthening the rural economy through maximising the sustainable use of natural, cultural and heritage 
resources as an economic driver in the area of Argyll and the Islands.  

• Enhancing services and facilities within the area of Argyll and the Islands for the purpose of attracting 
individuals, families, visitors and investors for the purpose of growing and maintaining economically viable 
communities.  

• Small Business Support & Farm Diversification.  
The 2017 dates for LEADER funding rounds can be found below: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/plug-in-car-van-grants/eligibility
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/grants-loans/electric-vehicle-loan
https://www.eonenergy.com/about-eon/community/energising-communities-fund?device=desktop&perminent=false
http://www.localenergyscotland.org/funding-resources/funding/applying-to-cares/start-up-grant/
mailto:genna.lugue@argyll-bute.gov.uk


 

 December 
EOI Deadline 13/10/2017 

Application Deadline 27/10/2017 
LAG Decision Meeting 07/12/2017 

 
The Argyll and the Islands LEADER LAG is part-financed by the Scottish Government and the European 
Community LEADER 2014-2020 programme. For details on the application process, applicants should visit 
http://www.aiLEADER.org 
 
36.   ERDF Green Infrastructure Community Engagement Fund 
The Green Infrastructure Community Engagement Fund will reopen for applications in 3 August 2017. It is aimed 
at projects that will support communities to better use, develop or plan their green infrastructure. The fund is open 
to public sector and voluntary sector organisations. The Community Engagement Fund advises that projects must:  

• Are in a town or city greater than 10,000 population; 
• Will benefit a deprived community (within 15% most deprived as measured by the Scottish Index of 

Multiple Deprivation); and 
• Have a total project value of between £50,000 – £120,000 

The intervention rate is maximum 40% in Lowland and Uplands areas or 50% in the Highlands and Islands areas. 
Project must demonstrate match funding. Full details about the fund including eligibility and the application process 
are available in the following link: https://www.greeninfrastructurescotland.org.uk/community-engagement-fund  
Deadline for project submission: 2nd October 2017 
 
37.   ERDF Circular Economy Investment Fund for Resource Efficiency in Scotland 
The Circular Economy Investment Fund is an £18 million grant funding opportunity for businesses and 
organisations in Scotland working in all business and social economy sectors, who are helping to create a more 
circular economy. Proposals are invited from small to medium-sized enterprises (fewer than 250 
employees/turnover less than €50 million) and non-profit organisations. Funding is aimed at SMEs that require a 
minimum grant investment of £50,000 with up to £1 million available for higher value applications. Proposals for 
funding will be considered for new circular economy products; development and adoption of innovative business 
models for new circular economy products and services; and development/uptake of innovative technologies, 
products and services to support a circular economy. 
Applications are accepted on a first come first served basis and the fund closes 31st December 2018 
More information about the fund can be found at: http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/circular-economy-
investment-fund-and-service  
 
38.   Northern Periphery and Arctic Programme (2014 -2020)  
The Northern Periphery and Arctic Transnational Cooperation Programme has announced its fifth call pre-
announcement. The call will open for main applications on 1 October 2017. The call for preparatory project is still 
open and on-going. The Highlands and Islands area of Argyll and Bute is eligible under this programme and the 
call is open for all priority axes below:  

1. Using Innovation to Maintain And Develop Robust And Competitive Communities  
2. Promoting Entrepreneurship to Realise the Potential of the Programme Area’s Competitive Advantage 
3. Fostering Energy-Secure Communities through Promotion of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency 
4. Protecting, Promoting and Developing Cultural and Natural Heritage 

Terms of Reference have been formulated encouraging applicants to address specific actions, target groups, and 
sectors. 
Deadline for project submission: 28th February 2018 
Decision date: 13th June 2018 
More information about the Programme can be found at: http://www.interreg-npa.eu/news/fifth-call-pre-
announcement/ or by contacting the regional contact point for the Highlands and Islands Kateryna McKinnon, 
Kateryna.mckinnon@hient.co.uk 

 

http://www.aileader.org/
https://www.greeninfrastructurescotland.org.uk/community-engagement-fund
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/circular-economy-investment-fund-and-service
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/content/circular-economy-investment-fund-and-service
http://www.interreg-npa.eu/news/fifth-call-pre-announcement/
http://www.interreg-npa.eu/news/fifth-call-pre-announcement/
mailto:Kateryna.mckinnon@hient.co.uk


 

GENERAL FUNDING 
39.    Feminist Review Trust 
Funding of up to £15k is available through the Feminist Review Trust for projects within the UK and internationally 
that support and transform the lives of women.  
Deadline: 30th September 2017 http://www.feminist-review-trust.com/ 
 
40.   Nuffield Foundation Research, Development and Analysis Programme 
In line with the launch of their new five-year strategy, the Nuffield Foundation has announced a new £20 million 
Research, Development and Analysis grants programme to align their funding priorities with the strategy. 
The programme seeks to build the capacity of the public policy system, including those responsible for policy 
delivery and practice, to understand and interpret research and analysis and to develop policy and practice in the 
areas of education, welfare and justice. In addition to research, the Foundation occasionally fund projects of a 
more developmental nature. These must have direct bearing on, or strong links to, the Foundation's funding 
priorities. A wide range of organisations are eligible to apply for funding including, but not confined to, universities 
based in the UK and for projects focused on the UK context. However, applications are welcome from UK-based 
organisations to carry out collaborative projects involving overseas partners (and/or exploiting data relating to other 
countries). The Foundation encourages applicants to submit an outline proposal to test out the idea with them and 
to guide applicants on their eligibility. Grants will normally range in size from £10,000 up to £500,000, with most 
lying between £50,000 and £300,000. Occasionally the Foundation will make grants larger than £500,000 but 
these often require a bespoke timescale for consideration and decision, which will be discussed with applicants. 
The Foundation occasionally makes smaller grants for pilots or research, development and analysis work costing 
less than £10,000. Most funded projects are between six months and three years in duration, but proposals that 
have a longer timescale will be considered. 
Deadline: Outline applications 2nd October 2017 
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/grants-research-development-and-analysis 
 
41.   UK Government's Inshore and Inland Rescue Boat Grant Fund  
Now in its fourth year, the scheme has reopened for applications from UK registered charities which already 
operate an inland/inshore waterway rescue boat/lifeboat within the UK. The £1 million allocated for 2017/18 will be 
split as follows: 

• 5-10% of this supports the administration of the Fund. 
• The rest is available for grants to eligible charities. 

There is no minimum or maximum grant. In 2016/17, awards ranged from £324 to £42,000, and the average award 
was £13,502.  New criteria for 2017/18 include: 

• Applicant organisations must contribute 10% towards the (ex-VAT) cost of items funded. 
• Applicant organisations must provide a letter of support from its tasking authority. 
• Training costs will not be supported. 

Charities can use the grants to purchase items which will support their lifesaving and rescue operations, including 
assets and equipment like life rafts, life jackets, and safety equipment. This could include investing in capital 
equipment (such as lifeboats, flood rafts or off road vehicles), which have already been used in rescue operations, 
or for the maintenance of their existing equipment, or the purchasing of new equipment for crews, such as 
personal protective equipment. 
Deadline: 6th September 2017 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inshore-and-inland-rescue-boat-grant-how-to-apply-2017-to-2018 
 
42.  DFID Launches New Small Charities Challenge Fund 
Grants of up to £50,000 are available for projects of up to two year. The funding aims to support and strengthen 
the work of small not-for-profit organisations that are registered in the UK and working in specific countries abroad, 
to help enhance their capacity and efforts to tackle poverty, and towards achieving the Global Goals. 
Any small-sized, not-for-profit UK registered organisation with an annual income of £250,000 or less can apply. 
The funding is for projects to scale-up and increase the reach and efficiency of their interventions in: 

• Any of the lowest 50 countries in the UN Human Development Index (HDI). 
• The countries that DFID considers to be of high or moderate fragility. 

http://www.feminist-review-trust.com/
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/grants-research-development-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inshore-and-inland-rescue-boat-grant-how-to-apply-2017-to-2018


 

There is no limit on the number of applications one organisation can make. Please note that this funding cannot be 
used for poverty alleviation work or awareness raising activities in the UK. 
Applications may be submitted at any time 
https://www.swidn.org.uk/news/dfid-the-small-charities-challenge-fund 
 
43.   Rights, Equality and Citizenship (REC) Programme - 2018 Operating Grants Call Open 
The Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme (REC) promotes and protects specific individual rights and 
freedoms that derive from European Union law. REC promotes gender equality, rights deriving from citizenship of 
the EU, children's rights and Roma inclusion; and funds projects aimed at combating all forms of discrimination 
and racism and fighting violence against women, young people and children. The annual call for operating grants 
aims to support the annual work programmes of European networks active in the area of rights of persons with 
disabilities and which have signed Framework Partnership Agreements with the European Commission. 
Grants will fund operating costs and those activities of the network which have EU added value and contribute to 
the implementation of the objectives of the REC Programme, including: analytical activities, training activities, 
mutual learning, cooperation, awareness-raising and dissemination activities. Funding will enhance the capacities 
of the networks to contribute actively to the development and implementation of all relevant policies. 
A budget of €3.5 million is available for the 2018 call. The Commission expects to fund between eight and 12 
proposals. Up to 80% of project costs will be supported. Applicants must guarantee co-financing of the remaining 
amount from their own resources or from other sources other than the European Union budget. 
Deadline:  22nd September 2017 http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/programmes-2014-2020/rec/index_en.htm 
 
44.   LIBOR Fund Opens for Applications (UK) 
Established with fines collected from banks for rigging the London interbank offered rate, the 2017 LIBOR grant 
scheme is now open to applications from registered charities, CICs, and Armed Forces units (with a Unit 
Identification Number). The total amount available is not stated and there is neither a minimum nor a maximum 
amount to apply for, however previous grants have ranged from £100,000 to £5 million. The LIBOR fund will 
support projects that will offer clear and effective support to people and family members from the Armed Forces 
and Emergency services. Capital projects (including building projects) will need to have 50% matched funding 
secured. Projects can last for up to three years, must not start before May 2018 and be completed by the end of 
March 2021.  
Deadline: 25th August 2017 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/libor-funding-applications 
 
45.   Help the Homeless 
Help the Homeless makes grants of up to £5,000 to small and medium sized charitable organisations (with a 
turnover of less than £1million) whose aim is to help homeless people return to the community and enabling them 
to resume a normal life. The grants are available for capital costs and examples of previously supported projects 
include: a grant of £3,000 to buy wardrobes to furnish bedrooms in a 12-bed hostel; a grant of £2,650 for the 
purchase of shelving and storage so that a breakfast project can more efficiently sort food and collate food parcels 
for their clients.  
Deadline: 15th September 2017 http://www.help-the-homeless.org.uk/applying-for-funding/ 

 
HEALTH  
46.   GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) IMPACT Awards 2018 Open to Applications  
The IMPACT Awards are an annual scheme, funded by GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) as part of the company's 
commitment to promoting community health and wellbeing. The Awards are organised and managed in partnership 
with the King's Fund, a leading independent health charity working to improve health and social care. 
The Awards recognise and reward small to medium-sized charities in the UK that are doing excellent work to 
improve people's health. Charities must have an annual income of between £80,000 (an increase from the 
previous £25,000) and £2.5 million (an increase from the previous £2 million). Applicants must target community 
health needs in the UK and have a track record of achievement in this area. The Awards recognise excellence in 
existing work and do not seek to fund new projects. The assessment is based on the work of the whole 
organisation and the assessment will focus on excellence in the six areas of IMPACT. The judges will be looking 
for evidence of: 

• Innovation: Leadership, creativity and initiative in addressing current challenges in healthcare access 
and delivery. 

https://www.swidn.org.uk/news/dfid-the-small-charities-challenge-fund
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/grants1/programmes-2014-2020/rec/index_en.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/libor-funding-applications
http://www.help-the-homeless.org.uk/applying-for-funding/


 

• Management: Efficient use of resources; quality of management processes; equality of opportunity; clear 
objectives and plans; strength and financial effectiveness of the organisation. 

• Partnership: Working effectively with others (members, users, private and public sector partners, etc.); 
willingness to share 'best practice' and to learn from others. 

• Achievement: Measurable results achieved; numbers of people benefited; impact on access to 
healthcare; a reflective approach to evaluation of the work; measurement and monitoring of performance; 
being able to report on outcomes and impact. 

• Community focus: Involving and responding to users and the community; openness and provision of 
information; adaptability to changing circumstances and needs. 

• Targeting needs: Awareness of community issues and priorities and having a detailed understanding of 
the target community; ensuring services are accessible to, and focus on, people in need. 

Up to ten winners will receive £30,000 unrestricted funding with one overall winner receiving £40,000. Winners will 
also receive free training and development valued at up to £6,000, a specially commissioned professional film and 
photographs along with publicity and press support. Up to ten runners-up will receive £3,000. 
Deadline: 22nd September 2017 https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/gsk-impact-awards/how-to-apply 
 
47.   Pink Ribbon Foundation Grants 2018  
The Foundation is a grant making trust that provides financial support to UK charities which relieve the needs of 
people who are suffering from, or who have been affected by breast cancer or who work to advance the 
understanding of breast cancer, its early detection and treatment. Grants of up to £5,000 are usually available. 
Higher grants may be awarded if the trustees feel there is a special reason to do so. Any charity working in the 
field of breast cancer can apply for a grant. Applications from general cancer charities must demonstrate that the 
grants requested will be applied to benefit those affected by breast cancer. Where applications relate to general 
services, details must be given of how many (and what proportion) of the total number benefiting from the charity's 
work are affected by breast cancer. 
Deadline: 31st May 2018 https://www.pinkribbonfoundation.org.uk/who-we-help/ 
 
48.   Alcohol Research UK's Small Grants Programme  
Alcohol Research UK's Small Grants programme offers grants for exploratory projects that address emerging 
issues in alcohol research, employ novel theoretical or methodological approaches, or pilot new work in treatment 
or service delivery. Grants of up to £8,000 are available for stand-alone projects that last for up to 12 months. 
Applications are accepted from researchers who are employed in the UK by organisations such as universities, 
colleges, other academic institutions, local authorities, voluntary organisations, police, probation and health 
authorities. The principal applicant should be able to demonstrate that they have sufficient knowledge and skills to 
complete the proposed project. Depending on the nature of the proposed work, this may be either academic or 
other work-based experience. All applicants should consult the Research Strategy available on the Alcohol 
Research UK's website prior to submitting an application.   
Deadline: 13th September 2017 http://alcoholresearchuk.org/grants/ 
 
49.   Life Changes Trust Peer-to-Peer Resources Award 
The Peer-to-Peer Resources Award aims to allow people living with dementia and their carers in Scotland to share 
knowledge and helpful information with each other by creating peer to peer support resources, such as leaflets, 
DVDs, videos, etc. Eligible projects/resources must have long term value/relevance (at least three years). 
Resources must be practical and truly reflect the experiences and needs of people living with dementia and/or 
carers. The resources created through the fund will also provide a valuable source of education and information for 
people who want to know more about dementia, such as hospital or care home staff, relatives or friends. Grants of 
between £500 and £7,000 are available. 
Deadline: 1st September 2017  
http://www.lifechangestrust.org.uk/people-affected-by-dementia/funding-opportunities-0 
 
50.   The Agnes Hunter Trust 

Following a recent review, the Trust’s grant aid policy focuses on four areas of interest: 
• Supporting people living with arthritis or cancer 
• Helping disabled people, including those affected by physical disability, visual impairment or illness 

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/gsk-impact-awards/how-to-apply
https://www.pinkribbonfoundation.org.uk/who-we-help/
http://alcoholresearchuk.org/grants/
http://www.lifechangestrust.org.uk/people-affected-by-dementia/funding-opportunities-0


 

• Helping people living with mental health issues or learning disabilities 
• Assisting with the education and training of disadvantaged people aged 16 and above 

Deadline: 1st September 2017 http://www.agneshunter.org.uk/applications/ 
 
51.   Wolfson Foundation Health and Disability Grants Programme 
Through the programme, the Wolfson Foundation, makes grants of between £15,000 - £100,000 for new buildings, 
refurbishments and equipment for a range of organisations delivering excellent care and support. The funding is 
focused on Palliative Care and Hospices; Older People; and Transitions and Independence. Match funding is 
required for projects over £50,000. The Foundation does not provide funding for clinical care which might be 
considered the proper responsibility of the National Health Service (e.g. refurbishment of hospital wards or other 
facilities, or provision of surgical equipment). The Foundation also encourage applications from all parts of the UK, 
especially regions that have few alternative sources of funding. 
Deadline: stage 1 applications 5th January 2018 http://www.wolfson.org.uk/funding/health-and-disability/ 
 
52.   Comic Relief Active Ageing Grants Programme 
The new Active Ageing: Creating Change in Communities initiative is providing £1.5 million of funding in order to 
engage older people aged 65 and over from ‘harder to reach’ groups to get involved in opportunities which use 
their skills, knowledge and experience to contribute to their communities. Registered and un-registered community 
based organisations and partnerships across the UK, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man can apply for grants 
of between £40,000 and £80,000 to support projects, initiatives and activities which primarily focus on benefitting 
older people, specifically those older people who do not usually participate in volunteering or social activities 
because they are from a disadvantaged community, or face barriers to participation. Comic Relief is also interested 
in supporting activities which will have a wider benefit for the community in which they are taking place. To be 
eligible for funding, projects should: Meet at least one of the following outcomes:  

• Older people improve their mental health and wellbeing. 
• Older people increase the quality and quantity of their social connections. 
• Older people develop an enhanced sense of purpose and empowerment. 
• Provide creative, fresh approaches to engage beneficiaries in social action activities which bring people 

together and help to improve their lives and solve problems that are important to their communities.  
This may include activities around campaigning and fundraising as well as volunteering, all of which can create a 
double benefit for communities and the older person themselves. For the activities to have positive benefits for the 
older people involved, they should:  

• Provide meaningful roles with opportunities for social interaction and leadership. 
• Ensure that older people are recognised and valued for their contribution. 
• Make older people feel valued and enable them to be creative and productive.  

To do this, activities might focus wholly on older people, or use a broader community or intergenerational 
approach. Applicants must be able to demonstrate that they really understand the needs of their community, the 
role that older people can play in catalysing social change and make the case that they can deliver. 
Deadline: 29th August 2017 http://www.comicrelief.com/news/active-ageing-new-funding-initiative 
 
53.   GSK Impact Awards 
The GSK Impact Awards provide training and development to charities working to improve people's health. Awards 
are open to charities that are at least 3 years old, with up to 20 awards available between £3k and £40k.  
Deadline: 22nd September 2017 https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/gsk-impact-awards 
 
54.   Conference Bursaries 
The Life Changes Trust believes it is important that conferences and seminars about dementia are attended by 
people living with dementia and carers. This is why the Trust has funded a number of conference places to date 
and has written reports on how people have benefited from being at such conferences. The Trust has decided to 
allocate a limited sum of money to fund conferences and other events bursaries in 2017/18. You can apply for a 
bursary if you live in Scotland and are:  

• a person living with dementia  
• an unpaid carer of a person living with dementia  

http://www.agneshunter.org.uk/applications/
http://www.wolfson.org.uk/funding/health-and-disability/
http://www.comicrelief.com/news/active-ageing-new-funding-initiative
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/projects/gsk-impact-awards


 

• a former unpaid carer of a person living with dementia, who stopped providing unpaid care in the past 24 
months.  

Conferences/events taking place in the United Kingdom  
They will provide a bursary for you to attend:  

• as a delegate  
• as a speaker  

• to give a poster 
presentation

Conferences/events taking place in any other country  
They will provide a bursary for you to attend:  

• as a speaker  • to give a poster presentation  
What can I apply for?  
You can apply for any reasonable costs associated with attending the conference or event, including:  

• conference fees  
• travel  

• accommodation  
• food and drink  

• costs for a supporter, if you have dementia. He or she MUST be able to support you throughout the 
conference/event.  

Deadline: 16th August 2017  
http://www.lifechangestrust.org.uk/people-affected-by-dementia/funding-opportunities-0 

 
LAND AND PROPERTY 
55.   Resilient Heritage 
Resilient Heritage grants of £3,000-£250,000 can help you to strengthen your organisation, and build the capacity 
of your staff and volunteers to better manage heritage in the long term. This programme is available to 
organisations in the UK who want to build their capacity or achieve strategic change to improve the management 
of heritage. Grants can fund activities to help you acquire new skills or knowledge, or new models of governance, 
leadership and business to put your organisation in a better position for the future. Organisations in the early 
stages of planning their activities may also apply. Whether you’re facing challenges around income and 
fundraising, or preparing to take on new forms of investment, such as social investment, Resilient Heritage can 
support these processes.  
Applications may be submitted at any time 
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/resilient-heritage 
 
56.   Scottish Land Fund  
Community led organisations in Scotland can apply for funding of between £10,000 and £1 million through the Scottish 
Land Fund (SLF). The funding aims to support projects both in urban and rural Scotland that will help local community 
development through the ownership of land and buildings. A total of £10 million is available for 2016-17. Applicants can be 
from one of a wide range of representative community bodies, including voluntary organisations. To apply, contact the Big 
Lottery Fund Scotland to discuss your idea at advicescotland@biglotteryfund.org.uk or on 0300 123 7110.  Projects 
that are eligible will be assigned a Scottish Land Fund Adviser from Highlands and Islands Enterprise, who will help you 
develop your idea and get ready to submit your application. The SLF will fund the purchase of land or land assets. Eligible 
organisations can also request some revenue funding to help with the cost of developing their proposal or initial running 
costs of their project after acquisition.   
Applications may be submitted at any time https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/scottishlandfund 
 
57.   Landscape Partnerships Grant Programme  
The Landscape Partnerships grant programme supports partnerships which aim to conserve the distinctive 
character of rural and rural-urban transition areas in the UK. Grants of between £100,000 and £3,000,000 are 
available. The fund is open to not-for profit organisations and partnerships led by not-for profit organisations. Prior 
to submitting an application, the applicant must identify an area of land that has a distinctive landscape character, 
recognised and valued by local people. Each scheme is based around a portfolio of smaller projects, which 
together provide a varied package of benefits to an area, its communities and visitors. 
Deadline: 1st June 2018 
https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/landscape-partnerships 
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58.   Historic Scotland’s Organisational Support Fund  
Historic Scotland offers grants as an essential part of wider efforts to safeguard Scotland's historic environment 
and promote its understanding and enjoyment. The fund provides financial support to voluntary organisations 
responsible for the operation, management or safeguarding of historic environment assets to assist in the delivery 
of defined projects and to provide resilience funding. Funding is available on a three-year basis and is made on a 
'full cost recovery' (FCR) basis. There is no set minimum or maximum level of grant. The level of funding will 
depend on the agreed outcomes and objectives of the work between the applicant organisation and Historic 
Scotland. Applicants can apply for funding under the following two categories: Project and activity grants:  

• Specific projects/activities that help to deliver Historic Environment Scotland’s grant outcomes. 
Resilience grants - aimed at organisations experiencing financial or organisational difficulties:  

• Closing short term financial deficits. 
• Property, plant or equipment required to ensure that public access or engagement with the historic 

environment can continue in the long-term. 
• Equipment required to pursue identified and quantified business development opportunities. 
• Addressing organisational capacity issues to respond to existing challenges or new opportunities. 

Resilience funding is time limited. Historic Environment Scotland would expect grantees to address the underlying 
issues that created the need for resilience funding. 
Deadline: 30th September 2017  
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/organisational-support-fund/ 
 
59.   Scottish Community Development Grant (SCDG) 
In Scotland, thanks to additional funding from Historic Environment Scotland, projects that are community-led are 
eligible to apply to the new Community Development Support Grant for up to £50,000 per project. Projects that 
are interested in this fund should discuss their potential eligibility with the Support Officer for Scotland prior to 
making an application. Applications to this fund are made using the standard Project Development Grant 
application form. 
Deadline: 16th August 2017 http://ahfund.org.uk/grant/ 
 
60. Project Viability Grant (PVG) 
Project Viability Grants (PVG) of £5,000 are available to fund studies to look at potential uses for a building and at 
its current condition, and produce a Viability Report to a standard template. Successful completion of this will be 
used to judge whether applicants can then apply for the AHF’s Project Development Grant funding, and can be 
used to secure further funding elsewhere. We aim to let you know whether you have been successful within six 
weeks. 
Applications may be submitted at any time http://ahfund.org.uk/grant/ 

 
61.   Sheds Grant Fund 
Royal Voluntary Service, with funding from the Asda Foundation, has established a Sheds Grant Fund to provide 
small scale funding to Sheds who are looking for help with either set up or early stage development costs.  

• Do you need between £250 and £1,000? 
• Is your Shed run as a membership - co-ordinated by unpaid volunteers for the benefit of your members? 
• Is your Shed a member of (or willing to join) your national Men’s Sheds Association? 
• Are you happy to participate in local promotional or partnership opportunities, as may arise, with your 

local Asda store? 
What we can fund 

• Tools and equipment 
• Building renovation costs - e.g. 

roofing/flooring materials 

• Revenue costs - e.g. rent/insurance 
contributions 

• Promotional materials 
Deadline: 24th September 2017  
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/volunteer/volunteers-leading-the-way/sheds 
 
62.   Parks for People 
The programme provides grants of between £100,000 and £5 million to regenerate historic public parks and 
cemeteries for the benefit of local communities. Applications are accepted from local authorities as well as not for 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/grants-and-funding/our-grants/organisational-support-fund/
mailto:gordon.barr@ahfund.org.uk
http://ahfund.org.uk/grant/
http://ahfund.org.uk/grant/
https://www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/volunteer/volunteers-leading-the-way/sheds


 

profit organisations that own historic public parks and cemeteries. To be eligible applicants will need to show that 
the community values the park or cemetery as part of their heritage; they meet local social, economic and 
environmental needs; and the management actively involves local people. Applications go through a two-round 
application process. This is so organisations can apply at an early stage of planning their project and get an idea of 
whether they're likely to receive a grant. At the first round applicants can also ask for funding to develop their 
project. 
Deadline: 31st August 2017 https://www.hlf.org.uk/looking-funding/our-grant-programmes/parks-people 

 
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 
63.   Grants up to £2000 for Ecological Outreach Programmes Now Open for Applications 
The British Ecological Society is inviting Individual members and organisations such as schools, museums, 
libraries and community groups to apply to for a grant of up to £2,000 for projects that promote ecological science 
to a wide audience. Grants can be used as part funding where other partners are involved in the project. Strong 
applications will need to show that the work will increase public understanding of, and engagement with, ecology; 
stimulate discussion about ecology and its implications for society; inspire and enthuse people of all ages about 
the science of ecology, especially those not previously interested; and develop skills in communicating the science 
of ecology. Applications from schools are welcome but projects must involve significant outreach beyond schools. 
Deadline: 11th September 2017 http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/funding/outreach-grants/ 
 
64.   Funding Available to Bring Fibre Broadband to Remote Communities with a School 
British Telecom has made £2 million available to increase access to super-fast broadband in communities in the 
final 5% of the UK not covered by fibre broadband rollout plans. The Community Fibre Partnerships grants will 
cover up to 75% of the cost of the new fibre infrastructure, up to £30,000, so long as that new infrastructure serves 
the local Ofsted registered (or equivalent) school or learning establishment. The grant is available to UK 
communities where their proposal for a new co-funded fibre infrastructure serves a school that doesn't have 
access to superfast fibre broadband (typically <24Mbps). Grants will be made on a 'first come, first served' basis 
until the funding is exhausted. 
Applications are being accepted now https://communityfibre.bt.com/schools 
 
65.   AXA RoadSafe Schools Campaign  
Insurance company AXA has joined the crowdfunding website 'Crowdfunder' to launch a new road safety 
campaign to enable local communities to source funds for safety initiatives.  Crowdfunding is an online fundraising 
platform that allows individuals and organisations to post projects for funding.  The aim is to set a fundraising target 
and then to raise the necessary funding through individual donations via the Crowdfunder website.  A total of 
£15,000 worth of match-funding is available for road safety projects across the UK that post their project on 
Crowdfunder. This is the next phase of the AXA RoadSafe Schools campaign to drum up support for safety 
initiatives and enable local projects find the funding necessary to make roads safer. Anyone is eligible to submit a 
Crowdfunder project, whether they are an individual, a business, a local road safety officer, or a school or local 
authority representative. AXA Roadsafe will then matchfund their fundraising target, when they reach it.  Ideas 
could be anything from raising funds for a lollipop person to organising road safety road shows for school children.  
Applications may be submitted at any time http://www.axa.co.uk/roadsafeschools/crowdfundingroadsafety/ 

 
SPORT FUNDING 
66.   Funding to Grow Community Tennis (GB) 
Clubs, local authorities and educational institutions (schools, colleges and universities, etc.) have the opportunity to 
come together with other local partner organisations to apply for capital funding to create a community tennis 
network in their area. The funding is being provided through the Lawn Tennis Associations £125 million 
Transforming British Tennis Together Programme. The overall aim of the programme is to get more people playing 
tennis at a grassroots level by providing: accessible facilities where people can play come rain or shine, people to 
operate these facilities and an easy way for players to find and book courts. There is no upper limit to the amount 
that can be bid for and for each successful bid, the programme will provide up to 50% of the necessary funding, 
around half of which will come in the form of a grant and the remaining half as an interest free loan. There will be 
two application rounds each year for the next ten years. Organisations struggling to find local partners can apply 
for funding through the Growing the Game fund. The Growing the Game fund is for single venues who want to help 
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more people from their local community to play tennis and will fund up to 50% of each project (just like the 
Transforming British Tennis Together fund), however this will be primarily issued in the form of an interest free 
loan. 
Applications may be submitted at any time https://www.lta.org.uk/venue-management/facilities-advice/ 
 
67.   Funding to Support Young People Participating in Sport  
Persimmon Healthy Communities supports amateur sport for young people in England, Wales and Scotland. 
Between May and December 2017, 30 monthly donations of £750 each will be made to amateur sport based 
organisations with participants aged 21 or under to enable the purchase of sports kits and equipment. In January 
2018 one entry will be chosen to go forward into the national competition with a prize of £200,000 for one club or 
team. There will also be two runners up prizes of £50,000 each and 27 finalist awards of £5,000 each. To apply, fill 
in the short form available on the website. 
Applications may be submitted at any time https://www.persimmonhomes.com/healthy-communities/ 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE 
68.   Inter Faith Youth Trust Small Grants Programme Open to UK Applications 
Grants of up to £500 are awarded for proposals for inter faith activities by children and young people from 
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Sikh and other faiths and those of no formal faith in understanding and co-
operation. The age range for young people is 11-25 years. Projects should take place during Inter Faith Week 
2017 (12-19 November). The funding is available for the following: 

• Learning by children and young people (11-25 years old) from different faiths about different faiths, 
through social action.   

• Co-operation and understanding between faiths which preferably involve young people in planning, 
running, and evaluating; and which promote equal opportunities. 

• Increasing understanding between people of faith and of no faith. 
UK based organisations are eligible to apply. Priority will be given to non-statutory organisations. 
Deadline: 15th September 2017 http://www.ifyouthtrust.org.uk/?page_id=8 
 
69.   European Youth Foundation Accepting Applications for October Deadline 
The European Youth Foundation provides grants for youth activities which serve the promotion of peace, 
understanding and co-operation in a spirit of respect for the Council of Europe's fundamental values such as 
human rights, democracy, tolerance and solidarity. International youth non-government organisations (NGOs), 
international networks of youth NGOs, regional networks of youth NGOs, national youth NGOs and local youth 
NGOs can apply for the programme, which has a total annual budget of €3 million. The types of activities that are 
eligible for financial support are as follows: 

• Educational, social, cultural and humanitarian activities of a European character. 
• Activities aimed at strengthening peace and co-operation in Europe. 
• Activities designed to promote closer co-operation and better understanding among young people in 

Europe, particularly by developing the exchange of information. 
• Activities intended to stimulate mutual aid in Europe and in the developing countries for cultural, 

educational and social purposes. 
• Studies, research and documentation on youth matters. 

Funding values according to activity are as follows: 
• One-off international/European co-operation activity - maximum grant per activity €20,000. 
• Annual work plan - maximum grant of €50,000. 
• Structural/administrative grant - maximum annual grant for international NGOs/networks: €25,000. 
• A regional youth NGO/network can apply for a one-off administrative grant in order to set up a European 

secretariat/co-ordination body of up to €10,000. 
• Ad hoc pilot activity - maximum grant per activity €10,000. 

Grants for some activities are only open to certain types of organisations. Applications for pilot activity can be 
made at any time. 
Deadline: 1st October 2017 http://www.evoc.org.uk/noticeboard/notices/european-youth-foundation-accepting/ 
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70.   Funding to Help Creative Young People Shine (Scotland) 
Young people who need financial help in developing their talent within the creative industry can apply for grants of 
between £50 and £600 through the Nurturing Talent - Time to Shine Fund. Funding will be awarded to those young 
people who demonstrate enthusiasm, ambition and talent in their chosen field and who would benefit from financial 
help to develop this further. Individual applicants and groups of individuals can apply. Funding is available to young 
people aged between 14 and 20 who live in Scotland and wish to develop their talent in Drama; Dance; Music; 
Film; Visual arts; Literature; and the Digital Arts. Applications from professional arts organisations, schools or other 
educational institutions will not be accepted. 
Deadline: 28th August 2017 http://young.scot/information/learning/nurturing-talent-time-to-shine-fund/ 
 
71.   Rights & Equalities For Care Experienced Young People 
Following the first round of our Empowerment Grants, we have identified funding gaps in relation to care 
experienced young people who may experience disadvantage due to sexual orientation, gender reassignment, 
physical/learning disabilities, race, religion or belief.  As a result, we are currently seeking expressions of interest 
from organisations who have an established track record of working with young people in relation to these issues 
and are interested in delivering a project which specifically targets care experienced young people.  Funding of up 
to £75,000 is available 
Deadline: Expression of Interest 24th August 2017 
http://www.lifechangestrust.org.uk/care-experienced-young-people 
 
72.   Erasmus Youth Partnership Funding  
UK organisations and / or groups of young people active in youth work can apply for funding under Key Action 2 of 
Erasmus+ (the European Union programme for education, training, youth and sport) for activities which are part of 
a Strategic Partnership for Youth. Youth partnership projects must include a minimum of two partners from two 
different Programme Countries, including the applicant organisation. Grants of up to €450,000 for projects lasting 
between six months and three years are awarded depending on the project's aims and activities. Organisations 
can apply for funding to support a combination of activities which must contribute to overall project objectives, and 
create, develop, test and embed innovative approaches in youth work.  
Deadline: 4th October 2017 https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/apply-for-youth-partnership-funding 
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