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1.0 - Introduction 
 
1.1 The purpose of this leaflet is to provide parents with information regarding early entry 
to primary school, points for consideration and an outline of the process and procedures 
involved in gaining early entry to primary school. 
This will enable parents to begin to make an informed decision as to whether they wish to 
proceed with an application. 
 
Experience strongly indicates that children who start school early may be disadvantaged, 
both in terms of their experience of education and in terms of educational outcomes. 
Although a child may seem intellectually ready for school they may not be physically, 
socially or emotionally ready.  Children who have not developed all the skills needed to 
help them cope at school may struggle not only in the early stages of school, but at key 
transitional stages later on- for example with transition to secondary school and at exam 
times. Because of this, a request for early entry will be granted only in exceptional 
circumstances.  
 
2.0 Early Learning and Childcare 
 
2.1 Funded Early Learning and Childcare has been in existence since 1997 to provide 
universal early learning and through a curriculum appropriate to the age and stage of 
development for all children aged 3 years and not yet school age.  
 
2.2 Entry to Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) is based upon a child's birth date. Some 
children are eligible to start ELC the term after their second birthday, depending on certain 
criteria. All other children are eligible to start the Monday after their 3rd birthday, unless 
their birthday falls between March and June, when they will start in August – the same as 
school.  
   
2.3 Children with birth dates 1st January - 29th February will be entitled to an additional 
year of ELC should their parents wish it. 
 
2.4 In general terms, we do not support early entry to school where a child is still eligible 
for ELC. 
 
3.0 - The Curriculum 
 
3.1 For the most part children will access ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ at the Early Level. 
The Early Level is designed to cater for the needs of pre-five children right through to the 
end of Primary One, and later for some. There may be some children who will access the 
‘Pre-birth to Three’ Curriculum if they are not yet developmentally ready for ‘Curriculum for 
Excellence’. 
 
3.2 The current research suggests that high quality Early Learning and Childcare can 
contribute positively to the learning outcomes for children: 
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“High quality pre-schooling is related to better intellectual and social/behavioural 
development for children” 
The Effective Provision of Pre-school Education (E.P.P.E) Report 
 
3.3 In addition, the longer children attend Early Learning and Childcare, the greater the 
benefits: 
“Children who experience high quality pre-school for a long duration have the most 
advantage in intellectual and social development when they do go to school.” 
 
3.4 Early Learning and Childcare embraces the learning opportunities across the Early 
Level curriculum, and encourages the development of the whole child. 
As such, early entry to Primary school will only be considered in exceptional 
circumstances, where it is considered that the child's needs cannot be best met in the 
Early Learning and Childcare setting. 
 
4.0 Considerations 
The following points should be considered by all those involved, when considering early 
entry to primary school: 
 

• The child's approach to learning. 
 

• The ability of the child to communicate his or her own needs, feelings and ideas. 
 

• The level of independence and self- help skills that the child demonstrates. 
 

• The personal and emotional development of the child, including self- confidence 
and esteem. 

 
• The physical development of the child. 

 
• How well the child has developed relationships with other children and adults. 

 
5.0 - Frequently Asked Questions 
If you are considering an early entry to primary school for your child you may find it useful 
to consider the following frequently asked questions: 
 
If my child enters school early, he/she will still be accessing the Early Level of Curriculum 
for Excellence, so what difference will it make if he/she is in a school setting? 
 
Broadly speaking, children access the Early Level when they enter an Early Learning and 
Childcare (ELC) setting. The Early Level in most cases will be delivered over three years, 
including the Primary One year. Roughly speaking, two thirds of the curriculum will be 
accessed within the ELC environment.  The learning experiences we offer in the ELC 
setting and Primary One are part of a progression of learning. This allows for greater 
opportunities for what we call ‘deep learning’-where learning is more likely to be secure 
and is able to be applied in lots of different situations.   
 
We also have to remember that some children at three are not developmentally ready to 
access the Early Level of Curriculum for Excellence, and so they will access the 
experiences and activities contained within the ‘Pre-birth to Three’ curriculum. These 
children may be accessing the Early Level of Curriculum for Excellence later, and so need 
time to fully access all aspects of it. 
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The transition into Primary Two should also be considered and thought given to whether 
the child will still be accessing the Early Level or whether he/she will be able to move 
towards the First Level of Curriculum for Excellence. 
 
Remember too, that the school day may be longer than that of an ELC setting, with a 
reduced staff to child ratio within the Primary One classroom. 
  
My child can already count to ten, recognise letters and read some words. Surely the 
school setting will better meet his needs? 
 
Whilst these are all important skills, Curriculum for Excellence encourages us to look at the 
needs of the “whole child”. This will include looking closely at your child's social and 
emotional wellbeing, and providing him/her with lots of opportunities to develop these 
skills. 
 
My child is “bored” at nursery. Surely it is better to go to school? 
 
In this situation it is important that you have the opportunity to have regular dialogue with 
your child's key worker, and the manager of the nursery.  It is the responsibility of ELC staff 
to ensure that your child remains challenged and motivated, and there are many ways in 
which this can be achieved.  
 
If my child' birthday was just a few days earlier she would have the entitlement to go to 
school.  How can a few days make a difference? 
 
If a child's birthday falls within January or February, there is an automatic entitlement for 
parents to take up the offer of an additional year of ELC provision.  Indeed many parents 
take up this offer, knowing that the longer their child remains in a quality ELC setting, the 
greater the benefits to their long term learning. 
If a child enters school early, they will always be the youngest in their class.  Later on in 
secondary school this may have other implications, in terms of sitting formal exams at an 
early age, or going on to further education at an earlier age.  
 
I have to pay for “wrap around care” to supplement the free ELC provision my child 
currently receives. If my child goes to school early, surely this is better for my family 
situation? 
 
Whilst it is appreciated that the costs of wrap around care can be a consideration for 
families, our concern must be for the needs of the child first and foremost. 
 
My child's peer group are going up to school. Isn't it better for my child to go too so that her 
social needs are met? 
 
The peer group of the child is important, but it is not solely a strong enough reason for a 
child to enter school, particularly if other aspects of a child’s learning are not yet sufficiently 
developed. There may well be opportunities for the child to maintain relationships with their 
initial peer group out with the ELC setting.  In addition, ELC staff will try to encourage 
friendships in the nursery. 
 
My child will be able to leave school at an earlier age when he has completed his school 
education.  This gives him/her greater opportunities surely? 
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This depends on a number of factors, including entry to higher education, where 
occasionally a minimum age of entry is required.  It may also affect other situations such 
as the time at which your child can sit his / her driving test. 
 
 
 
6.0 -Application Process 
 
The process of application for early entry is given below: 
 

January 
 
 

Parent approaches ELC setting and head teacher of receiving school to begin discussion. 
 

By end of February* 
 

Application form to be completed by parent. 
 

March 
 

Collection of evidence from ELC setting combined with observation visit from Early Years’ 
Service and P1 class teacher or promoted member of staff from receiving primary school. 
Formal Assessment is undertaken of child by Early Years Principal Teacher and observed 

by head teacher/ promoted staff member of receiving school. 
 

  End of Term 3 
 

 Decision reached 
 

      Application refused 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Please note applications can continue to be submitted between February and the 
start of the school term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Points to note: 
 

• The needs of the child will be central throughout the process. 
 

• The Early Learning and Childcare provider will be expected to give as full and 
comprehensive a report as possible, paying attention to all areas of the child's 

Appropriate 
arrangements made to 
ensure child's transition 
to primary school is as 
smooth as possible. 
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learning and development. This will include the child’s progress within his / her 
expected developmental milestones, using the ‘Argyll and Bute Learning and 
Development Framework’. 

 
• Parental views and opinions will be given their due weight throughout the process. 

 
• The assessment will be conducted at the receiving school by the Early Years 

Principal Teacher and observed by the receiving Head teacher/ promoted member 
of staff. This will include a number of activities which will enable staff to gain as full a 
picture as possible of the child's abilities across the main areas of learning and 
development.  It will also enable staff to assess the child's approach to learning.  
The tasks are intended to be similar to the activities provided within the Early 
Learning and Childcare setting. 

 
• Timescales given above will be strictly adhered to. 

 
• If an application for early entry to primary school is turned down, parents can appeal 

if they wish within two weeks of the decision. 
 
Appeals should be made in writing to: 
Education Service 
Argyll House 
Alexandra Parade 
Dunoon 
PA23 8AJ 
 
Email: argyllhousereception@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
 
Parents will be contacted with an invitation to attend an appeal hearing where they 
will be given the opportunity to present their case, along with Education and Early 
Years representatives. A panel of local Elected Members will make the final 
decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Declaration 
Current data protection legislation requires us to publish Privacy Notices to tell you why and 
how we will process your information. You can view all Privacy Notices on our website at 
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/privacy-notices 
If you need this in an alternative format please contact School Support on 01369 704000. 
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