
 Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board Meeting held on 

Wednesday 10
th
 December 2014 at 2.00pm  within the Council Chamber, 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT 

 
 

 Present: 

 

Rory Colville (Chair) 

Richard Trail 

Sandy Taylor 

Robin Currie 

 

 In Attendance: 

 

 Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Heather Murray, Police Scotland 

 

 

 

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

  

Apologies for absence were intimated from Roddy McCuish, Mary Jean Devon, Alex McNaughton and Gordon 

Blair. 

 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  

It was noted that there were no declarations of interest. 

 

C. APPLICATION FOR MAJOR VARIATION 

  

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whisky Macs, 4 Shore Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6BS 

 

The applicant, David Wood appeared and spoke to the terms of his application which sought the addition of a 

restaurant and bar meals to his operating plan. Further, he wanted to allow children and young persons into the 

front two bars for meals. He explained that there was a demand for a bar restaurant within the area. He said 

that a full refit had been carried out and the premises would cater for both locals and tourists. 

 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer referred to his report (Appendix 1).He reminded members of the 

terms of paragraph 13.3 of the Board’s Statement of Licensing Policy which provides that the Board will not 

normally grant a premises licence where children and young persons could have unsupervised access to pool 

tables, dart boards or gaming machines. He advised that he had visited the premises on 13
th
 November, 2014 

and discussed the application with the applicant. Photographs were taken of the bar areas and these were made 

available to members. 

 

The Chair enquired about a pool table which had been on the premises. David Wood advised that it was no 

longer there although there was still one gaming machine located adjacent to the counter in the public bar but 

he would be happy to remove it. Sandy Taylor asked what times would children and young persons be 

permitted within the premises and what provisions had been put in place. David Wood said that mothers with 

toddlers would vacate early evening around 7.00pm but teenagers accompanied with their parents would be 

permitted to stay later. He emphasised that families would be in purely for meals, not just to have a drink and 

that swearing and bad behaviour would not be tolerated. 

 

The Chair said that on the basis the gaming machine would be removed and the evidence that the premises 

seemed to be well run, he was minded to move to grant of the application with children permitted until 

5.00pm and young persons permitted until 10.00pm, both accompanied by an adult. 

 

Robin Currie said that this was unusual as the premises should be treated the same as any other establishment 

whereby the terminal hour for children was usually 8.00pm. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Taylor said he understood the need for consistency and enquired about the bar trade. David Wood 

advised that the bar operated from 11.30pm to 2.00am on Friday and Saturday evenings and although it was 

quiet around tea time, it tended to get busier later on. 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk advised that, in terms of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, children were defined  

as aged from birth to 15 years and young persons as aged 16 and 17 years. She asked David Wood if he was 

happy restricting children to 5.00pm, excluding young persons and he confirmed he had no problem with this. 

 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming, Sandy asked about the 7.00pm 

terminal hour for children and how did it fit in. David Wood said it just seemed a more suitable time for 

young children. 

 

The Chair asked David Wood if he was confident that he could demonstrate children and young persons 

would be protected from harm. David Wood advised that at least two members of staff would be supervising 

at all times while meals were being served.  

 

The Chair moved that the application be granted on the basis that children were permitted access to the bar 

areas for the purpose of taking a meal with a terminal hour of 7p.m. and provided they were accompanied by 

an adult. Young persons would be permitted access to the bar areas for the purpose of taking a meal with a 

terminal hour of 10p.m. and provided they were accompanied by an adult. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 

D. REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCES 

   

  The Depute Clerk referred to her report (Appendix 2). She explained that, as at the date of the Board 

meeting, 386 personal licence holders had not complied with Section 87 (1) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 

2005, whereby no evidence of refresher training had been submitted to the Licensing Board. 

 

Having considered the terms of the report and, having regard to section 87(3) of the 2005 Act, the Board 

agreed to revoke the personal licences accordingly. 

 

E. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 1. Licensing Hours for Oban Mod 2015 

 

It was noted that the typical licensing hours for the Mod was 4.00am and the Argyllshire Gathering Ball 

was 6.00am. The Chair advised that the Oban Bid programme was going to have similar events which 

would require occasional licences and confirmed that he was happy to follow the same criteria as previous 

events. 

 

Robin Currie asked if the Licensed Trade and the Mod Committee could be informed of this decision and 

the Depute Clerk advised she was happy to do this. 

 

Having considered the foregoing, this became the decision of the Board. 

   

 2. Definition of Voluntary Organisations for Occasional Licences 

 

The Depute Clerk referred to the definition of voluntary organisations as set out in Annex 4 of the Board’s 

Statement of Licensing Policy. She advised that this provides political parties and groups are generally not 

considered to come within the definition of a voluntary organisation on the basis that they are campaigning 

on a method of governance rather than addressing a particular social need. 

 

The Chair advised that some political parties had applied for and been granted occasional licences in the 

past. These applications had been made in their capacity as a voluntary organisation. Having regard to 

Annex 4 of the Board’s Policy, however, it was clear that it was not appropriate for political parties to be 

deemed a voluntary organisation. Accordingly, any application for an occasional licence on behalf of a 

political party in the future would have to be made either by the holder of a premises licence or the holder 



of a personal licence. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

   

F. DATE OF NEXT LICENSING BOARD MEETING 

 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Tuesday 17
th
 February 2015 at 11.00am within 

the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

  

 

   

   ----------------------------------- 

  (Chairman)  

 


