
On Tuesday 21
st
 of January, YDance visited Lochgilphead High 

School to deliver a workshop to girls in S3 to S6. Thirteen girls from 

Lochgilphead HS and Tarbert Academy were put through their    

paces in a demanding 6 hours of dance. YDance is the national 

dance organisation for young people aged 3 to 21 in Scotland and 

works through key partnerships in education, culture, health and 

sport to provide a range of high quality dance experiences across 

three main areas of work; Developing Talent, Education &           

Participation.  

The girls learned two dances on the day, a street dance and a    

contemporary dance. The girls then performed the dance to an    

audience at the end of the workshop and the onlookers were      

suitably impressed at what the girls had achieved in such a short 

space of time.  

The purpose of the workshop was to give the girls a taster of 

YDance and to encourage them to sign up for an upcoming Ydance 

leadership course. By completing the leadership course, the girls 

will then be qualified dance instructors and it is hoped that they will 

deliver dance classes to pupils throughout Mid Argyll and North 

Kintyre. 

Fit for Girls 
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MAKI Badminton  

Championships 

Lochgilphead High School was 

the venue for the 2014 MAKI 

schools badminton competition 

which was contested by        

secondary school players in S1-

S3. Pupils from Islay,           

Lochgilphead, Campbeltown and 

Tarbert competed  throughout 

the day and the standard of this 

year’s competition was excellent. 

The morning was made up of singles games and the afternoon 

consisted of mixed doubles. In a change to the format from 

previous years, players were playing for points for their school 

rather than individual glory.  

Despite some stiff competition, it was Campbeltown Grammar 

who were celebrating when all four trophies were presented at 

the end of the day. 

In the S1 competition, Campbeltown pipped Lochgilphead and 

were also victorious in the S2 competition. In the S3           

competition Campbeltown finished ahead of second place Islay 

despite a strong showing from the islanders. When all scores 

were calculated it was a comfortable win for Campbeltown in 

the overall school competition, meaning they returned down 

the Kintyre peninsula with all four trophies.  Argyll and Bute   

Active schools would like to thank the Sports Leaders from 

Lochgilphead High School who did a fantastic job of officiating, 

timing and score keeping throughout the day. 
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Mid Argyll Youth Forum 

Councillor Donnie 

MacMillan presented 

S5 pupil Connie 

Spriddell with her 25 

hour Saltire Award.  

 

Kanish Kirkhope and 

Orla Flanagan were 

also awarded with 25 

hour Saltire Awards  
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  Pupils of S5 PDA 

group were presented 

with their Saltire 

Award certificates 

from Councillor Aileen 

Morton, policy lead for 

education as part of 

their volunteer hours 

whilst running their 

social enterprise business ‘Business in a Box’ which was selling a     

selection of greeting cards with a wildlife theme. The group made a   

total of £314 profit which was donated to ‘Help for Heroes’, their chosen 

charity. Raymond Flanagan of the youth services team nominated all 

the young people for 25 volunteer hours with John Evans and Lewis 

King being awarded 50 hour certificates for attending every venue they 

could to sell the cards. Councillor Morton said “This was my first visit to 

Lochgilphead Joint Campus, and I was delighted to be given the 

chance to present the certificates. It’s great to see young people       

volunteering, and then getting the recognition they deserve for their 

hard work” 

Councillor  Donnie 

MacMillan          

accepted the 

cheque for £314 

from the S5 PDA   

pupils on behalf of 

‘Help for Heroes’. 

Councillor        

MacMillan is 

spokesperson for the Veterans Association. He first met with the group 

at the Veterans workshops held in the Corran Halls Oban and             

accompanied the group to the Mitchell Library in Glasgow along with 

members of the Mid Argyll Veterans Association as part of their        

Business in a Box project. Councillor MacMillan stated that ‘he thought 

that the young people had excelled in their efforts to raise money for 

their chosen charity and the support given by the Youth Services team 

for such diverse   learning methodologies offered in the school was a 

measure of how Curriculum for Excellence can work.  PAGE 4 
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Members of Mid Argyll Youth Forum attended a training 

weekend at Loch Lomond recently to learn all about social 

democracy and to be introduced to all things ‘Youth       

Forum’. There were also plenty of outdoor  activities for 

the young  people to participate in as well as meet up with 

other young people from all over Argyll and Bute. Pictured 

are Lauren Kalache, Regan Bridgewater, Fergus Weldon, 

Calum MacDonald, Orla Flanagan and Sarah Nicolson 

pictured outside the venue.  

 

Raymond Flanagan of the youth  services team said that this 

was an opportunity for the young people to get a taste of 

what youth forum has to offer and to get a taste of what other 

young people were doing in other areas. Lauren Kalache 

said that she had a wonderful time and has since              

volunteered to be part of the youth forum’s social enterprise 

group and helped at their recent event in Mid Argyll Youth  

Development Services. 
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Moved by the images of Typhoon Haiyan, pupils and staff at Tobermory 

High School swung into action to raise money for the Disasters     

Emergency Committee Philippines appeal. On Wednesday 27          

November,  

pupils from P1-S6 got together for a fundraising breakfast in the       

canteen to share bacon rolls, and the canteen made a cauldron of     

delicious porridge.   

There were games to play, and pupils enjoyed finding hidden treasure 

on the Treasure Map and guessing the number of sweeties in the jar. 

Friendship bracelets made by S6, with beads in the colours of the flag 

of the Philippines, quickly sold out. Everybody brought in their loose 

change and teams of Primary and Secondary pupils helped to arrange 

them to make a mile of coins around the gym. The Traditional Music 

Group provided a rousing accompaniment to the event. 

Later in the day pupils sold tea and cakes at Parents’ Evening, and on 

Thursday the Primary School Disco, organised by primary pupils,    

added a further £225 to the appeal. P6/7 pupils made 105 bags of   

popcorn to sell at the disco! Secondary music pupils decided they’d like 

to donate the money they’d made from sales of their CD , bringing the 

grand total raised to 

£1190. 

Thank you to the Co-op, 

who donated bacon; our 

kitchen staff, who donated 

bread rolls and cooked 

porridge; Ms Horn, who 

donated the beads for the 

friendship bracelets, and 

to everybody else who  

donated money, time and 

materials. This was a 

great team effort by everyone involved.  
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The last week in January was China Week at Lismore Primary School. 
The children had suggested this themed week earlier in the year as 
they were keen to learn more about the country and compare it with 
their own. They had a brainstorm planning session where they decided 
what they wanted to find out about and the week was developed from 
these ideas.  
 
It was decided that the events of the week and the children’s learning 
should be made into a movie with the children both presenting in front 
of the lens and filming. 

Each morning began, as 
it would in a Chinese 
school, with some        
exercise. The children 
practised the energising 
art of Tai Chi with the help 
of our online CyberSport 
programme. To begin with 
they found it difficult to 
balance and to keep their 
movements smooth but 
as the week went on they 
made really good        
progress. 
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One morning they all 
had a go at making  
sushi. Although this is 
now thought of as a 
Japanese dish, it   
originated in China. 

The children soon found out why it is called sushi or sticky rice as 
they tried to roll and squash their rice and vegetables in seaweed 
wraps. Most of the children thought the sushi was very tasty           
especially if it was dipped in chilli or soy sauce. 

The children tried their 
hand at Chinese      
calligraphy, using an 
iPad app to help them 
to form the correct 
strokes. They practised 
the symbols in all sorts 
of media and even 
played a symbol    
drawing game with 
chalk in the            
playground. They made their own versions of Chinese wall hangings 
showing what they had learnt. They also learnt a small amount of 
Mandarin and were able to record brief conversations. 

The week was a rich learning       

experience for all the children and 

they are already suggesting an 

American Week next!  
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Daniel McDermott a 6
th
 Year pu-

pil at Rothesay Joint Campus 

has successfully gained one of 4 

places to study at the Royal             

Conservatoire of Scoland. Daniel 

has been accepted to study for a 

BA in Scottish Music and       

Bagpiping at this illustrious music 

school.  Pupils and staff at 

Rothesay Joint Campus are    

delighted that Daniel has been 

accepted onto this course. 

Tarbert Academy won 
1

st
 place and 3

rd
 place 

for the Toyota Dream 
car competition. The 
school received £200 
and the pupils got individual prizes 
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Ella MacKechnie, P7 at Park Primary School, has gained a 
place at the Scottish Schools National Swimming Finals in 
East Kilbride on the 7th of March.  She is seeded 2nd in the age 
12 and under 50m backstroke which is a fantastic achieve-
ment as this means that she is seeded 2nd in this age group for 
the entire Scottish Schools area. 

 

Good Luck Ella 

Argyll and Bute Council’s Gaelic language centre Furan – 
which means ‘a very warm welcome’- was officially opened 
on Friday 17 January. Argyll and Bute Councillors and         
community members active in the usage and promotion of 
the Gaelic language joined with leading figures and       
practitioners from Gaelic organisations. Mike Russell MSP 
cabinet secretary for education and lifelong learning        
performed the formal opening. 


