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COMMUNITY SERVICES 

NEWSLETTER 

Records broken at swimming championships in 

Helensburgh Swim and Leisure Centre! 

 

Times were broken and records were smashed as more than 110 swimmers from five 

swimming clubs across Argyll and Bute descended on Helensburgh for the third    

annual Argyll and Bute Swimming Championships on the 10th and 11th of              

September. 

The event, which was held in partnership with Helensburgh Amateur Swimming 

Club, welcomed Dunoon Amateur Swimming Club, Islay and Jura Dolphins, Kintyre 

Amateur Swimming Club and Oban Otters to compete in two days of fierce          

competition. 

Speaking at the end of the event Spokesperson for Third Sector and Communities 

Councillor Rory Colville said,  

“This has been an amazing competition.  I would like to congratulate each and 

every competitor for making this event such a success.  It has been an absolute 

privilege to have been involved and I am proud to say that these talented young 

people belong to Argyll and Bute.  Next year the championships will be held in 

Dunoon and I look forward to another excellent weekend.” 

The Argyll but Championships will be held next year 2012 at the Riverside swim & 

Health Centre in Dunoon. It is hoped that the event will mirror the success of the    

previous three years!  
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Housing Investment in Argyll and Bute 

I am pleased to report that we recently    

received good news for housing               

investment across Argyll and Bute from the 

Scottish Government.  

As part of a national proposal to set up a 

£50 million competitive funding                

arrangement to allow suppliers across the 

country to provide new affordable       

housing. Within Argyll and Bute, the      

Registered Social Landlord scheme 

awarded ACHA with £389,830 to build 8 

units in Dalmally, Dunbritton HA was 

awarded £1,972,890 for 51 units at the   

Hermitage Academy site and Fyne Homes 

was awarded £588,928 for the next phase 

of housing at the Lochgilphead High 

School site.  

 

There were also three successful Argyll 

and Bute bids to the Innovation fund.  Inver 

Farmers Scottish Partnership Ltd received 

£120,000 for six units in Ormsary and the 

Isle of Gigha Heritage Trust was also 

awarded £70,000. A larger project, put   

forward by West Highland Rural Solutions, 

was awarded £1,902,586 to help build 50 

houses in    Dunbeg, Oban. 

 

Councillor Currie said, “I am delighted 

that these groups were successful in their 

bids but of course disappointed that other 

worthy bids from Argyll and Bute were 

not successful.  I know that the housing 

associations and others all worked very 

hard on their applications, and when     

finished these homes will be a great 

benefit to the Argyll and Bute area.  This 

reflects very positively on the work of the 

council and all its partners on the         

Strategic Housing and Communities      

Forum. 

There is great need for quality social 

housing, particularly in rural areas, and 

this funding, although greatly reduced 

from previous years, will help Argyll and 

Bute on its way to addressing this       

problem.  I hope that with more quality 

housing available, people will be           

encouraged to stay, live and work in       

Argyll and Bute.” 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Council invests in events and festivals 

Argyll and Bute Council‟s Executive          

recently gave its commitment to invest in 

major and strategic events and festivals for 

the next few years. The agreement means 

that events like the Cowal Highland       

Gathering and the Royal National Mod will 

continue to play a vital role in attracting 

visitors to Argyll and Bute. 

 

The Cowal Highland Gathering is the      

largest annual cultural event to take place 

in Argyll and Bute and is held in Dunoon 

each year at the end of August.  The largest 

highland gathering in the UK, the Cowal 

Highland Gathering is in the top three in the 

world.  It plays host to the World Highland 

Dancing Championships and the Cowal 

Pipe Band Championships, the final „major‟ 

of the pipe band season. 

 

It‟s not just Dunoon which benefits from the 

gathering.  An economic impact survey   

carried out in 2010 showed that it brought in 

excess of £3.7 million to Argyll and 

Bute.  This was not confined to Dunoon and 

the Cowal peninsula as evidence showed 

that people attending the event regularly 

booked accommodation in places like     

Helensburgh, Arrochar, Inveraray and 

Oban. 

 

The decision also means that Oban will play 

host to the Royal National Mod in 2015 and 

that it will return to Argyll and Bute in either 

2018 or 2019. The council has a long          

tradition of supporting the Royal National 

Mod and has hosted the event recently in 

2003, 2006 and 2009 with Dunoon playing 

host in 2012. 

 

By continuing to support the Royal National 

Mod the council is showing its commitment 

to the Gaelic language, music and             

culture.  In addition the financial benefits to 

the host towns are considerable. In 2009 the 

Mod generated £2.3 million for Oban.  

 

A number of smaller grants were provided 

for events demonstrating economic benefit 

across Argyll and Bute were also agreed at 

this meeting. 
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Summer Sensations Oban 2011 

“Summer Sensations 2011” is a two-day 

activity programme open to all P6 & P7   

pupils (during the 2010/2011 academic 

year). The programme, which will  be 

moving to Oban High School, supports    

existing transition programmes and offers 

the children the opportunity to get to know 

each other, familiarise themselves with 

Oban High School, try new activities, and 

build confidence before starting high 

school.  The programme, which is now in 

its seventh year was held at Atlantis         

Leisure, 64 children in total attended the 

event coming from 11 different Primary 

schools. Thirty one unique activities were 

offered over the two days ranging from 

archery to Zumba Tomic.   

 

„Summer Sensations‟ success has been the 

result of partnership working within the 

OLI area with key providers including     

Active Schools, Atlantis Leisure,            

Community Learning, Oban Youth Café, 

SDO‟s, Education, and Stramash.         

Feedback from the pupils, parents,      

partners, and providers, is gathered each 

year to ensure the programme evolves, is 

fresh, and offers the children a programme 

that is relevant and up to date.  Feedback 

from the 2011 event has been very positive 

and it is hoped has helped the pupils make 

the transition from Primary to Secondary 

school enjoyable and easier.   

SEPTEMBER 2011 

Circus Skills Workshops 

Every year, thousands of families all over 

the country are involved in the UK's biggest 

reading event for children in libraries, the 

Summer Reading Challenge, coordinated 

by The Reading Agency. This year the    

Challenge was called Circus Stars. The     

Argyll and Bute Library Service teamed up 

with Active Schools to offer some fun 

packed Circus Skills sessions in six of the 

Libraries for a total of ninety children. 

Teacher, Andy Pearson showed the children 

how to juggle with a variety of objects, spin 

plates and even have a go on a unicycle! 

After an exhilarating session, the children 

went on to play animated games on the 

“Circus Stars” website and do puzzles and 

colouring-in sheets printed off the site. 

Both staff and children pronounced       

themselves delighted with the experience 

and parents who came to collect the young 

“Stars” made notes for future birthday and 

Christmas gifts! 

All in all, it proved to be a happy example of 

partnership working for Active Schools and 

the Library Service. 



Page 4 

Tiree Sports Foundation 

Active Schools on Tiree has helped         

establish a new sports foundation that will 

help people of all ages take part in sport. 

The Tiree Sports Foundation began as a 

group of volunteers wanting to help      

encourage people to get out and active 

on Tiree, and is now gathering               

momentum as the first members sign up 

and activities start to take place. 

Active Schools Coordinator—Will Wright 

said, 

“We’ve got the ball rolling and this will 

hopefully gather momentum as time 

goes on.  So far we’ve focused on getting 

people out on their bikes and it’s       

definitely making a difference; Tiree is 

great for cycling and sometimes it just 

takes a bit of encouragement to get out 

and enjoy it”   

The foundation gained sponsorship from 

the real food company Go Lower as well 

as several local businesses with funding 

from Active Schools to help launch some 

of the kids activities and develop some 

team kit. 

Team Tiree is up and running and some of 

its members have already been making a 

presence at sports events winning the 

Team prize at the Mull cyclosportive in 

June and a bronze medal in the British   

Triathlon Championships in July. The 

foundation will hopefully continue to 

grow and provide a pathway for local  

athletes on a small island to pursue sport. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Community Based Adult Learning in  

Helensburgh & Lomond 

Mary (pictured above)  called Community 

Learning when she found herself out of 

work, she was interested in learning how to 

use a computer but after chatting with the 

Adult Learning Worker she enrolled on a 

Confidence Building Course as well as a   

Beginners Computing Course.  Mary said 

„this was the turning point‟ for her.  She 

found herself at a really low point in her life; 

having always worked she now faced       

unemployment and uncertainty.  During the 

8 week Confidence Building Course Mary 

began to focus on an idea to start her own 

business.  The course gave her the time and 

support that she needed to put her plan    

together.  Mary continued to build on her 

computer skills by progressing on to an 

Internet and email course.  During this time 

she made contact with Business Gateway 

and started to put her plan into action.  Six 

months later Mary is now the owner of 

Mary‟s Sewfast in Helensburgh; offering 

clothing alterations and other types of stitch 

work such as furniture coverings, she has 

even revamped the interior of caravans and 

boats!  She loves her work and has a steady 

turnover of business.  Her IT skills have also 

come in handy as she is able to make her 

own flyers and use internet and email to  

expand her business. If you would like to 

know more about Adult Learning you can 

find Argyll and Bute wide information on 

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-

and-leisure 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure
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The Prince’s Scottish Youth Business 

Trust (PSYBT)  

Regional Business Awards 2011 

Pupils from Lochgilphead Joint Campus‟ 

4XL group and S5 PDA group attending 

The Prince‟s Scottish Youth Business Trust 

(PSYBT) Regional Business Awards 2011 

were „blown‟ away when they discovered 

that the winner of the regional business 

award was a world champion kite surfer. 

Helen Thompson (25) started learning 

how to Kite Surf at the age of 17 and has 

since been competing at a National and 

World Level. Helen is the British       

Champion in Kite Surfing and came 2nd in 

the World Championships. 

In 2010 Helen decided to take advantage 

of the beautiful beaches on Tiree and 

started up her Kite Surfing Academy. She 

received a loan from PSYBT to assist with 

equipment costs. Located on one of the 

most unspoilt clear turquoise water        

locations in the Western Isles of Scotland, 

Tiree Kite Surfing Academy is an            

internationally recognised school with 

fully qualified instructors teaching from 

beginners to advanced level courses    

u s i n g  t h e  b e s t  e q u i p m e n t . 

ww w. t i r e ek i te s ur fa ca c adem y .c om  

07795155200 

Helen was vying with Craig Rutherford 

(20) of Rutherford Plant Ltd, based on the 

Isle of Mull for the winning spot. After 

leaving school Craig worked for a local 

business man on the Isle of Mull who 

helped him become fully qualified in     

operating plant machinery and gave him 

invaluable advice on running a business. 

SEPTEMBER 2011 

Since starting his business, Craig has went 

from strength to strength and he is extremely 

passionate about developing his business 

and recently won a Sunday Mail Young Scot 

A w a r d  f o r  E n t e r p r i s e . 

craigwrc@hotmail.co.uk 01681700758 / 

07742143524. 

The proceedings were chaired by local  

business man Murdo MacLeod and Provost 

Bill Petrie who with his usual charm and wit 

made the young people feel at ease and     

included them in the topical conversations.  

Naomi Baxter, an S5 pupil said that she was 

thrilled to meet both Helen and Craig and 

that she learned a lot about PSYBT and had 

made some useful contacts in relation to her 

wishing to start her own dance school. 

Just Add Water—Aqua 

Zumba 

Argyll and Bute     

Council has signed up 

to Scottish Swimming‟s 

h e a l t h y  l i v i n g           

programme Just Add 

Water. The initiative has been developed to 

help adults get more active.  Argyll and Bute 

sent two instructors: Fiona Irwin from     

Campbeltown and Louise Brookes from 

Dunoon, who were put through their paces to 

be able to deliver aqua zumba in their      

respective areas. If successful it is hoped to 

roll  the programme out across the service.  

Known as the zumba pool party the aqua 

zumba programme gives new meaning to 

the idea of invigorating workout.   

Classes will be launching in Aqualibrium in 

October.  Wednesdays at 14:15 and Fridays 

at 19:00.  Dunoon 

timetable has still 

to be confirmed. 

 

 

http://www.tireekitesurfacacademy.com
mailto:craigwrc@hotmail.co.uk


Page 6 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

 Tobermory High School -  

Rugby World Cup Day 

  

Nearly 70 pupils and staff met in the school  to 

watch the Scotland-Georgia World Cup match 

live. Aside from the enjoyment of a Scotland 

win there was another side to the game: S1 in 

particular were watching to improve their     

literacy skills. 

 

During the match there was reading of the 

poem "If" by Rudyard Kipling which was 

filmed at Garmony during the Isle of Mull 

Rugby Club training and featured lots of    

players, many of them current and former     

pupils, as well as Mr Makeham, Scottish Rugby 

Development Officer and Allan Wright, Argyll 

and Bute Rugby Development Officer.  The 

players read a line each during training and it 

was edited together afterwards, it was a huge 

hit with pupils. One of the reasons for filming 

this was for pupils to see good role models, 

especially male role models, reading aloud.  

 

After the match S1 considered the skills they 

had used in watching the match  from             

listening, to interpreting body language, to 

knowing when bias and persuasion were 

used.  Also, what skills are used in playing 

rugby with communication and listening being 

top of the list. 

 

Afterwards S1 had a rugby training and       

mini-tournament lead by Allan Wright  where 

they put some of these skills into action. 

 

During the event funds were also raised for 

the World Hunger Fund which is linked to the 

Rugby World Cup. 

 

Thanks were extended to Isle of Mull Rugby 

Club.    

 

 

Rothesay Work 

 

A new Work Club opened for business on 

Thursday 1st September at the Green Tree 

Cafe in Rothesay. The Club offers             

employment support and advice on           

interview techniques, creating CV‟s,         

information on Volunteering opportunities 

and job searches. The Work Club initiative 

brings together Argyll College, Argyll 

Training, Argyll Voluntary Action, SDS,    

Argyll & Bute Council Youth Services and 

Adult Literacies. 

Rothesay Take Time Event 

 

The 5th Annual Take Time Event was held at 

Rothesay Academy on 20 September.     

Running in partnership with SDS, Argyll 

College, Argyll Training, Jobcentre Plus, 

HELP, Bute Connections, Argyll & Bute 

Council and Argyll Voluntary Action. The 

event brought together over 60 local and 

national organisations offering a range of 

information on volunteering, employment 

opportunities, training and leisure             

interests.  Glasgow University Forensic    

Department set up a crime scene in the 

main hall and the Army were on hand to 

test reactions with a sequence light puzzle. 
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Barcaldine Pupils Reach Finals of Scots 

Words and Place Names Competition 

 

Three children Jenny McIntyre P7, Shona 

McKenzie P6 and Connor George P4 were 

prize-winning finalists in the Scots Words 

and Place-Names Competition. They        

attended  the prize giving ceremony in 

Glasgow University on Saturday 3rd of 

September at the University of Glasgow. 

The event was hosted by the University 

Rector, the Rt. Hon. Charles Kennedy MP 

and it  included a short tour of the            

University. 

The overall winner in each age category 

was announced at the event. Family     

members and friends were made very 

welcome. There was refreshments after the 

ceremony. The children had a ball and 

loved the experience.   

Connor George was the overall winner 

and received a Scots word dictionary for 

the school.  All the children got prizes,  

goody bags and bars of chocolate and felt 

very special.  Their stories are going to be 

available to read on  the Glasgow           

University website  

This competition was run using Glow, with 

the help of Learning and Teaching         

Scotland. 

 

Castlehill Primary Pupils Bagpack  

for School Trips 

 

Pupils and parents from Castlehill Primary 

spent Saturday 17th September              

bagpacking at their 

local Co-op.   They 

raised £741 towards 

their school trips to 

Castle Toward and 

Edinburgh. 

EDUCATION 

Campbeltown Grammar Pupil wins  

National Music Competition 

Iona McVicar, Campbeltown Grammar 

pupil,  won a National competition to     

compose a piece of music for the Scottish 

Chamber Orchestra (SCO).   

Iona (pictured above with SCO musicians) 

took part in the iCompose competition run 

jointly by the SCO and the National      

Galleries of Scotland.  Iona‟s music,         

entitled Wandering Shadows, was          

inspired by a painting of the same name 

by Scottish artist Peter Graham and was 

chosen by the judges as overall winner in 

the Primary School category.  

As part of her prize, Iona took part in a 

workshop with a professional composer in 

the Usher Hall in Edinburgh, had a guided 

tour of the National Gallery, attended a           

prize-giving and the first public             

performance of her work.  

For the final part of her prize, Iona will 

travel to Edinburgh to see the SCO make a            

recording of her music.  In addition,    

members of the SCO will come to      

Campbeltown in the Autumn to hold a 

special workshop for Iona‟s class. 
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Cardross Primary  

 

Cardross Primary were recently awarded 

£9,919 from Awards for All which allowed 

the school to ask Scotplay to create a       

traversing wall, a covered Chill Out Zone, 

which also doubles as an outdoor          

classroom , and a fitness trail in our         

playground. 

 

This will help contribute to the school‟s     

expanding programme of outdoor learning 

and also to the creation of zones within our 

playground - allowing children access to 

more exciting and fruitful pursuits during 

social break times. 

 

They also welcomed a team of workers 

from Santander on a "Community Day" - 

who    donated £250 towards the funding of 

a fence around the school‟s wild meadow 

and also came to erect it. 

 

Stage 3 of the school refurbishment over 

the holidays has seen new flooring in all         

corridors and new internal classroom 

doors and cloakrooms. 

The outside of the building has also been        

rendered and freshly painted, so its fair to 

say the pupils of Cardross had a lot to look 

forward to on their return after the          

holidays.  

 

Park Primary—Fairtrade School Status 

 

I am pleased to report that Park Primary 

School in Oban  has been awarded         

Fairtrade School Status. This is an initiative 

run by the Fairtrade Foundation, similar to 

the Fairtrade Towns/ City initiative. 

A Fairtrade School is a school that is        

committed to fair trade.  This means: 

it uses Fair Trade products as far as    
possible; 

it learns about how global trade works 
and why Fair Trade is important; and 

it takes action for Fair Trade in the 
school and the wider community. 

Skills for Work— 

Dunoon Grammar School 

Skills for Work students from Dunoon 

Grammar recently made a presentation  

on their view of the National Progression 

Award in Enterprise and Employability 

that they all currently study at an SQA 

Launch Event in Glasgow. Those in          

attendance included teachers and         

education  representatives. 

 

The pupils wrote their presentation        

materials themselves and were presented 

with executive pen sets and book tokens 

by the SQA to mark their contribution to 

the event.  They were congratulated by 

some of the attendees of the event on their 

presentation and conduct. 

 

This was a good day out for pupils but 

they also had the opportunity to display 

their communication skills and to boost 

their self-confidence and self-esteem.  

Leading on from this, Dunoon Grammar 

School are being highlighted as an          

example of best practice in delivering the 

NPA Enterprise & Employability.  This 

case study is currently being prepared by 

a marketing agency and will be available 

on the SQA website in due course. 
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Lismore Primary Skip to Health 

For the first half of this term the Lismore 

Primary School children have spent their 

PE lessons learning how to skip and how to 

do skipping tricks with both individual 

ropes and a big rope. Each day, they have 

been out in playground turning their ropes 

forwards and backwards and jumping and 

stepping.  Not only have their skills         

improved but also their fitness.  

All this practice has been leading up to 

their Sponsored Jump Rope Challenge 

which took place on the afternoon of 

Wednesday 14th September.  The children 

were challenged to keep the rope turning 

for an hour. With the support of parents, 

brothers and sisters and members of the 

community, they attacked this challenge 

with enthusiasm and determination! The 

timer started at two o‟clock and three 

o‟clock seemed a long way off.  

But as the minutes ticked by, the children 

gained confidence, skipping and jumping 

with great energy and demonstrating    

various tricks they have been practising in 

the previous weeks. There was a feeling of 

great excitement as they reached the final 

minute and a huge cheer rang out as the 

bell announced that the hour was up.  

The Jump Rope Challenge was part of a 

Healthy Heart Day. Hazel MacCormick, the 

school cook, organised a fruity art activity 

where the children used fruits and other 

healthy foods to make pictures which they 

then ate!  The children also investigated 

their pulse rate and found out that the  

more exercise they do the faster their hearts 

beat. As well as having a great time, learning 

how to keep their heart healthy and            

improving their skipping and fitness. The 

children have raised over £150 for the British 

Heart Foundation. We are hoping that this 

will go towards another defibrillator for the 

island.  

 

Campbeltown Grammar - 

Masterplanning Events 

A Masterplanning Exercise led by                

Architecture and Design Scotland was held 

in Campbeltown at the end of August to     

discuss the Campbeltown Grammar            

replacement project. 

 The event, which was attended by                     

representatives from a number of bodies   

including Health, Fire and Rescue, Highlands 

and Islands Enterprise, ACHA and Argyll 

College, was aimed at gaining commitment 

from key stakeholders and information           

gathering through learning from what‟s    

happened before and from other projects / 

places.  

The replacement project, which hopes to   

refurbish the existing Campbeltown      

Grammar building, will shortly enter into the 

pre application consultation (PAC) process 

to allow opinions, views and questions to be 

gathered from all members of the             

community. This information will then inform 

how the project is taken forward. Further   

updates will be provided as the project     

progresses. 
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I am pleased to report that the Short Break 

Bureau has been in operation for 8 months 

since the official launch of the service in 

Helensburgh on 7th February. Significant 

progress has been made by the bureau  

and a variety of different breaks have been 

booked ranging from farm lodges and     

hotels to traditional care homes.  

The aim of the bureau is to provide a      

brokerage service connecting the needs of 

carers, service users and referral staff with 

the menu of carer service available.  

As highlighted above, breaks booked so 

far have included farm lodges. The lodges, 

near Perth, are purpose built to enable   

individuals with learning disability           

associated needs to have a short break in 

the countryside. The lodges are              

surrounded by native woodlands, deer 

game birds and other wildlife. On the farm 

there are also sheep, hens and highland 

cows. The lodges provide 24 hour care / 

personal care and staffing ratios are taken 

into account to ensure there is plenty of 

individual person-centred care and           

attention.  

The bureau has also arranged a break for 

an elderly couple who wanted to take a 

break together. The wife was caring for 

her husband and for her a break meant 

getting meals cooked for her and her     

husband while staying in different          

surroundings. The bureau sourced a hotel 

which had appropriate facilities allowing 

wheelchair access, wet floor shower room 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

ADULT CARE—Short Break Bureau 

and worked with their social worker to        

arrange for the care package which was    

currently in their home to be taken with them 

to the hotel. In this case, both the cared for 

and the carer were unable to drive so Red 

Cross transport and escort was arranged to 

take them to and from the hotel.  

Traditional respite breaks are still being 

booked through the bureau. Those who are 

being cared for often have high care needs, 

which means that a care home is the most   

appropriate place for them to stay to ensure 

that they receive the level of care that they 

require. The bureau can help provide         

information on care homes offering more 

choices to individuals whether they would 

like to go to a care home within Argyll and 

Bute, out with the local 

area or to a care home 

near family members in 

other parts of the UK.  

 


