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EARLY YEARS AT THE SCOTTISH LEARNING FESTIVAL  

Early Years staff had a very successful day at the 

Scottish Learning Festival held in the SECC. They 

had a stand displaying all the good practice      

going on around Argyll and Bute within Early 

Years, from Forest Schools to Land of Me and 

Growing Topics to Ziggy Road Safety plus much 

more. 

 

The stand was particularly busy and                

compliments flowed as festival visitors browsed 

through the material supplied by both schools 

and commissioned preschool providers. 
 

 

ARGYLL & BUTE FAMILY INFORMATION SERVICE 

It is now twelve years since the Childcare Information Service first began serving 

families in Argyll and Bute looking for childcare.  The Early Years Service are           

delighted to announce that the service will become a Family Information Service in 

line with the Scottish Government‟s Early Years Framework. 

Not only will families be able to access information on childcare and preschool    

education, but the service will also provide a range of advice including; 

 

Local activities for children and families 

Local and national support services 

Parenting 

What help is available in paying for childcare 

Local events in your area 

 

The next few months will see many changes to the website, with more information 

being added, which will assist families in their local area. 

If you know of any services within Argyll and Bute that you think families with young 

children would benefit from, please call the helpline on 01369 708517. 

The Family Information Service can be reached via the Internet on 

www.scottishfamilies.gov.uk. 

 

http://www.scottishfamilies.gov.uk
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ACTIVE SCHOOLS 

Representative Shinty 

                               

                                                                            

Thirty-two young shinty players from 9    

Argyll and Bute based shinty clubs were 

recently selected to play shinty at repre-

sentative level to form the 2011 South of 

Scotland U14, U17 and U18 girls squads. 

The squads all played against their North 

of Scotland counterparts at Taynuilt and 

Oban on the 2nd of October 2011. 

Each player that took part in the day did 

their clubs, region and district proud.  The 

South of Scotland U-14s lost their match 7 – 

2 after holding the north 2-2 at half time 

and the U18 South girls lost their game by 

a last minute strike that made the final 

score 4-3 to the North.   

In the final game of an action packed day, 

the South Under 17 team which had 10 

players from Argyll and Bute region beat 

the North by 4 goals to 3 to claim a         

dramatic victory.  This was the first time in 

over a decade where the South have won 

this fixture. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

October Holiday Camp Oban 

 

A Shinty Camp organised in Oban during 

the October Holiday proved to be a big   

success attracting 24 young players to take 

part in a fun coaching session at Mossfield 

Stadium, Oban. 

The camp that was run by Argyll and Bute 

Shinty Development Officer, Darren Reid in 

conjunction with Dale Kupris, the local       

Active-School Co-ordinator, gave the young 

players the maximum opportunity to         

develop their shinty skills in game          

situations.  Players were split up by age and 

ability and were allowed to play fun and   

exciting games tailored to give each         

participant lots of time on the ball. 

Darren Reid, Shinty Development Officer 

said  

“We were delighted with the response for 

this camp and the feedback from the kids 

and parents has been very encouraging.  

The shinty holiday programmes are     

starting to building up and become a   

regular part of the school holiday             

calendar, the good response at this camp 

has meant in 2011 shinty development has 

delivered holiday programmes to over 150 

participants.”  

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
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Fitness Playground Opens 

 

 
 

Even the wet weather didn't affect the 

opening of Hermitage Primary School's 

new fitness play area.  Around 460 pupils, 

parents and members of local groups and 

organisations gathered at Hermitage       

Primary to view the fantastic new £40,000 

facility and attend the official opening 

ceremony at the school.  Martin Caldwell, 

Active Schools Coordinator, declared the 

play area  officially open after pupils from 

the school led a fantastic presentation 

which included songs and dance to depict 

the story of how the project came to       

fruition. 

 

Around two years ago the school               

approached council officers seeking to    

acquire a small section of Hermitage Park 

that backed on to the concrete                

playground.  This was granted and after 

much consultation with the children it was 

agreed that developing a quality area 

dedicated to fitness and play would be the 

goal.  After much hard work by Head 

Teacher Lorna Jackson, her staff, parent 

council, pupils and members of the local 

community a sum of £40,000 was raised. 

 

The fantastic new facility is now heavily 

used on a daily basis and is proving a big 

hit with children of all ages in the school. 
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 The local Active Schools Coordinator works 

closely with the staff and pupils at            

Hermitage Primary and has been involved 

in a number of successful projects and      

initiatives over the years.  The staff at       

Hermitage Primary are very pro-active and 

share the ethos of Active Schools.  The 

school recognise the benefits an active and 

healthy lifestyle can provide the children 

and fully support the ultimate goal of       

getting more children, more active, more 

often. 

 

Sports Leadership at Campbeltown 

Grammar School 

 

Campbeltown Grammar Sports Leaders     

recently attended and successfully passed 

their Sports Leaders UK Day Award at the 

Victoria Hall.   As part of the course twenty 

seven P4 pupils benefited from sports      

sessions led by the sports leaders. 

 

This is the third of four qualifications that the 

pupils are attending, having already       

successfully completed the SRU Rugby 

Ready Course and SFA Early Touches 

Course.  The Sports Leaders Programme 

encourages the senior pupils to gain          

experience in a variety of sports and to give 

them the confidence to lead/coach            

opportunity both in the community and 

school environment. 

 

The Sports leader programme is into its 

second year and is rolled out by Active 

Schools and this year is also supported by 

South Kintyre Sports Council. 
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YOUTH SERVICES 

Oban Group travel to Poland 

In September, eleven young people from 

the North Argyll Youth Forum travelled to 

Poland for a week as part of their Youth 

Democracy Initiative. The group joined 

up with partner organisations from      

Glasgow‟s East End and from two Polish 

high schools. In total, forty young people 

aged between 13 and 20 took part in the 

project which was organised around 

three themes –  

Comparing youth facilities in urban 

and rural Scotland with those in     

Poland. 

Discussing how young people can 

raise issues important to them and 

how they are supported to engage 

with decision-makers.   

What are the sources of conflict in 

Polish and Scottish society and what 

can result if conflict is not resolved.  

Amongst the many highlights of the week 

were learning some traditional Polish 

dancing, learning how to cook pierogi in 

a home economics class, a visit to     

Auschwitz concentration camp, a problem

-solving day in a forest and a day on a 

mountain spent having a BBQ, playing 

volleyball and relaxing in the sunshine. 

As part of the programme a conference 

was arranged in Bochnia where young 

people from all four partners gave      

presentations (complete with young 

translators) on their choice of issues to an 

audience of around 150 people including 

head / depute head teachers from six   

Polish schools. The Oban group              

discussed their efforts to improve a      

football pitch in Soroba, the Glaswegians 

talked about an anti-bullying pack they 

have adapted and the Polish groups   

highlighted efforts to reduce teenage 

pregnancies and alcohol and drug       

misuse. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

 

Young people evaluated the project in a    

variety of ways and some of the comments 

made include -  

“really missed my mum but had a really 

good time glad I stayed and would do it 

again” 

“I thought the groups got on really well 

and no one really fell out.... hope we keep 

in touch” 

“I loved the singing with the Polish groups 

on the bus” 

“I had a great time and will not forget it 

for a long time” 

The young people are keeping in touch via 

facebook and the partnership between the 

Oban and Glasgow groups will be            

continued with more trips and activities. 

They are all very keen to do more             

international projects. Some of the Oban 

group were chosen to attend and speak at 

the inaugural  “Young Gifted and Rural” 

seminar which was held at Comrie croft last 

month. Alongside young people from      

Harris, Mearns and Comrie, the young    

people spoke about what they have 

achieved with their projects and took part 

in workshops to discuss how these             

experiences could be built on. The            

Organisers –Scottish Rural Network and the 

Carnegie Trust are keen to make this event 

an annual occasion to allow rural youth    

project to share ideas and good practice. 

More information and a video of the day are 

available at -   

https://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/

node/3998 

 

https://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/node/3998
https://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/node/3998
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Youth Services - Kintyre 

As part of an ASDAN module on sport and 

leisure, S3 pupils from Campbeltown 

Grammar School recently tried some      

indoor sports. They played snooker, pool, 

badminton and hula hooping.  The      

module teaches the young people about 

the benefits of taking part in regular sport 

and leisure activities and develops their 

understanding of health related issues.  

The young people all enjoyed themselves 

and are looking forward to planning their 

next activity which will see them plan and 

organise a fundraiser for a charity. 

Skint—Scottish  

On the 11th and 12th of October, ALN in 

Oban played host to the Scottish Book 

Trust CPD training event on Skint!        

Created by Scottish Book Trust, Skint! is a 

thought provoking book about managing 

money, featuring comic strip illustrations 

and script dialogue so that participants 

can have the choice of using it as a    

standalone read or engaging in the      

supporting role play activities.  

Representatives from the Libraries        

Service, Young Scot, Community      

Learning (including colleagues from 

Lochgilphead, Coll and Mull) as well as 

volunteer adult literacy tutors                 

participated in an interactive CPD session 

promoting Skint!, its history and how it 

can be used; both as an aid to literacy   

development, but also in terms of           

financial capability. 

There was a good discussion on where, 

and with whom Skint! could be used in  

Argyll. 

OCTOBER 2011 

Not only is it intended to do some              

promotional/awareness raising with        

partners, but the Oban Library Readers 

Group are intending performing parts of it at 

their „6 Book Challenge‟ Presentation     

Ceremony at Oban Library on 9th December. 

Adult Learning & Literacy 

Get Ready for Work 

The community based Adult Learning and 

Adult Literacy teams in Helensburgh have 

just finished their first Get Ready For Work 

Course.  The course has been running in 

partnership with the local Employability 

Team as it was designed to meet the           

increasing need from employability clients 

for help with CVs, job searches, application 

forms and interview skills.  This was a 6 

week course running for 2.5 hours per week 

comprising entirely of referrals from         

H e l e n s b u r g h  a n d  L o m o n d                            

Employability.  Nine clients in total took part, 

their comments at the end of the course      

included: 

„It‟s made me aware you have to work in 

life to receive a better future.‟ 

„It made me get my CV done because I   

didn‟t have one. My computer skills have 

improved.‟  

„It was good to mix and meet with people 

who are in the same situation as I am.‟  

„It's made me more confident to try and get 

a full time job.‟ 

The course has been so positive that it will 

run for another 6 weeks with new clients.  It 

is hoped that this class will continue to run 

every 6 weeks into 2012. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Vivian French has a great love of the Scottish 

islands and has written over 60 children‟s 

books ranging from pre-school titles to those 

loved by early teens. The Edinburgh based 

author will be visiting Port Ellen Primary 

School on Tuesday 1st November and will be 

holding two book sessions to suit both 

younger and older pupils. 

 

Rothesay Pupil takes part in  

„Beechgrove Potting Shed‟ 

 

Ben Wallace, a pupil 

at Rothesay Primary, 

recently took part in 

the „Beechgrove    

Potting Shed‟, which 

was live from the 

Good Food Show at 

the SECC.  Ben asked 

the panel how to look 

after the school‟s 

olive tree if the     

winter turned out to 

be as cold as last 

year.  He then returned to school on the Mon-

day to tell the school at assembly that they 

needed to pop it in the polytunnel and wrap it 

in some fleece.  Well done Ben – job done! 

 

Rothesay pupil—Champion of Champions 

Lewis Robertson, was delighted when his calf 

won champion of champions at Ayr Show      

recently.  Lewis and his calf (pictured below) 

featured in the Scottish Farmer .  

Port Ellen Primary—Story Swap Shop 

School pupils from Port Ellen Primary 

School on the Isle of Islay are celebrating 

winning an exclusive visit from an             

acclaimed author thanks to the Scottish 

Power Story Swap Shop initiative.  

Port Ellen Primary School was selected at 

random from all schools participating in 

Swap Shop to win a prize of a visit from     

author Vivian French.   Pupils and staff are 

now looking forward to meeting the          

acclaimed children‟s author, who will talk 

to the pupils about her books and her love 

of writing. The Story Swap Shop, now in its 

third year, is a national reading challenge 

run by Scottish Power in partnership with 

the Edinburgh International Book Festival. 

It encourages primary school pupils across 

Scotland to swap books with classmates in 

exchange for a 50p donation to charity. 

Port Ellen Primary School pupils raised 

£100 from their Swap Shop which was       

donated to Aberlour, the nominated charity 

for 2011. Aberlour is a Scottish charity 

which helps over 6000 vulnerable children 

and young people in Scotland every year.   

Kate Brown, primary teacher at Port Ellen 

Primary School, said: “The pupils and staff 

were so surprised when we heard we had 

won. The children had a very successful 

Swap Shop and really enjoyed taking part.  

To win a visit from such a popular author 

is an extra added bonus. Scottish Power 

Story Swap Shop is a great way to involve 

and encourage children with their       

reading.  Our pupils from primary 1 right 

up to primary 7 are all eager to meet 

Vivian and hear about her books. This 

visit will be a real 

treat for our 

school.” 

EDUCATION 
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Furnace Children Turn  

'Problem Finders' 

Whilst planning for the new learning theme 

about their local village, one of the children 

asked their head teacher, James Helbert,  if 

they could do something for the community 

as well as merely learning about it.  The 

children and Mr. Herbert, thought that this 

was a great idea so they went for a walk 

around the village.  The school do a lot of 

work on problem solving but all of the 

problems children tend to solve are posed 

by somebody else and all projects they 

tend to do are designed by somebody else, 

so Mr.Herbert was delighted that the       

children got the chance to seek out a       

project in their local community.   

 

They chose to refresh an area of the village 

which is much used by locals and tourists 

alike.  The car park near Furnace Pier is a 

first stop in the village for divers, fisher-

men, tourists and dog walkers but over the 

years it had become overgrown with weeds 

and has been used by some patrons as a 

rubbish dump.   

 

The children made a plan of action,       

gathered resources, enlisted community 

support and carried out a formal risk         

assessment and over the course of two wet 

and windy Thursday afternoons, tidied the 

area in question.  Not only was a much used 

area of their community given a new lease 

of life, but many local residents commented 

on how proactive and resourceful the      

children at Furnace Primary School are.  

Clachan Primary—Green Award Winners 

  

I am delighted to announce Clachan         

Primary school have become a joint winner 

of the Scottish Power Green Awards 2011. 

Acting head 

teacher, Catherine 

Black said, “the 

whole school   

community are 

delighted with this 

achievement and I 

am very proud of 

the hard work put 

in by the pupils to 

achieve this.”  

 

 

 

Tobermory High School Pupils take part 

in Shakespeare competition 

Three pupils from Tobermory High School 

recently took part in the national “Off By 

Heart Shakespeare” competition for 13 to 

15 year olds, part of the Shakespeare 

Schools Festival.  

Isobel Downing, S3 was one of two Scottish 

contestants to win a place in the national   

final. However, she will need to wait until 

December to hear how well she has done 

compared to other youngsters from across 

the UK.  

Isobel, Ruth Darling, S2 and Maria Green, 

S2, each chose a speech from a set list. They 

learned and practiced it to perform at the 

Scottish regional heat at BBC Glasgow on 

24th October. The day aimed to help young 

people find new understanding and          

appreciation of Shakespeare‟s language 

and performance skills to benefit them 

throughout their lives.  

As all three youngsters take part in Mull 

Youth Theatre, watch out for them at        

performances in 2012.  
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Online Payments for Primary School 

Meals 

 

In 2003, the Council started to introduce 

Cashless Catering in its secondary schools 

and, by 2009,  the system was operating    

successfully in nine locations. A natural     

progression with this system was to offer 

parents the facility of paying for their       

children‟s meals by debit or credit card via 

the Council‟s website, and this was             

introduced in early 2010. The online          

payment facility is an additional payment     

option for parents, who can still opt to pay by 

cash or cheque. However, it proved very 

popular with parents, and prompted an      

investigation to see if the online payment    

facility could be extended to primary school 

meals, without the need for the full-blown 

Cashless Catering system to be installed in 

every primary school.  

 

A fairly simple process was devised, 

whereby a unique payment reference would 

be allocated to each child, notified to their 

parents, and would be used by them when 

making payments for their children‟s meals 

on the Council website. Details of these    

payments were to be collated on a daily     

basis, and notified to individual schools each 

morning using the schools‟ individual e-mail 

accounts. As each school had its own         

procedures in place for collecting and     

managing school meal payments, we worked 

with  Catering and Administration staff to   

ensure minimal disruption to existing      

practice. 

 

Following an invitation to consider the new 

facility, which was sent to all schools early in 

2011, three schools from a small number 

which showed interest in participating were 

recruited to set up the facility and offer it to 

parents. These were Kilcreggan,              

Tighnabruaich and Bowmore. 

 

The first payments started to come through 

the system from late April and the uptake has 

continued to rise steadily for these three 

schools.   

Although the facility is quite basic at this 

stage, it does offer the following benefits: 

 

Payments can be made from any 

PC with internet access, at any 

time of day, seven days a week. 

Payments are secure, being        

operated by Capita, one of the 

UK‟s leading secure online        

payment systems. 

Payments are notified to schools 

on the morning of the next school 

day following the day of payment. 

Payments can be for as little as one 

day, or as much as a term. 

Payments can be made for more 

than one child with a single 

amount being debited from the 

debit or credit card account. 

Completed payments are             

immediately confirmed to parents 

by an e-mailed receipt. 

Parents do not need to find cash 

for school meals, benefitting 

households in more rural locations 

where access to banks is              

restricted. 

Online payments avoid the need 

for children to carry, or for their 

parents to send, cash or cheques 

to the school. 

Online payments mean that         

Administration or Catering staff 

spend less time counting and 

banking cash and cheques. 

 

Another seven schools have offered the 

facility since the start of the 2011/12 year, 

with usage figures from August through 

to the end of October tallying 235        

payments with a value of £3,010.        

Feedback from participating schools has 

been positive so far, and it is hoped that 

more will take the opportunity to offer 

this service in the near future. If you are 

interested in finding out more about how 

your school could offer this facility to   

parents, please contact Craig Welsh, IT 

Project leader on 01546 604207.  


