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Luss Primary School— 

Scottish Total Green School Award 

 

I am pleased to report that Luss     
Primary School has won the Scottish 

Total Green School Award, Totally 

Clued Up, 2011 for their work with 

the Loch Lomond Fisheries Trust     

restocking the loch with the almost 

extinct Powan fish. Pupils will travel 

to Dynamic Earth later on in June to 

receive their prize. The competition 

is run by the Young People's Trust for 

the Environment and is a UK national 

competition. The school was also a 

runner up in the Ethco Competition 

run by Strathclyde University for this 

work. 

 

Hermitage Academy—Scottish 

Maths Challenge 

Once again this year Hermitage    

primary seven pupils entered the 

maths problem solving challenge. 

This is a set of three problem solving 

papers which the children require to 

complete and send off to be marked 

externally. Last year the school were 

the second top school in the west of 

Scotland and our awards this year 

with  6 silver and 15 bronze are    

better so the school hope to be at 

least 2nd again this year. Let’s wish 

them the best of luck! 

 

Lismore Primary School Beach 

Clean 

 

As part of the “Keep Scotland Tidy – 

National Spring Clean” campaign,    

pupils at Lismore Primary School took 

part in a Beach Clean Day. Dressed in 

yellow tabards and protective gloves 

the children set to work on the shores 

around Port Moluag. They picked up 

plastic bottles, old cartons, plastic 

bags and old shoes.  The strangest 

finds were a large boot and a bottle of 

strawberry sauce (still containing the 

sauce)! The children thought about 

where all the rubbish might have 

come from and agreed that most of it 

had probably been thrown from    

passing boats. They also discussed 

which items were biodegradable and 

how long the various objects would 

take to decay naturally. Back at school, 

they created works of art using what 

they had found. Not only is the shore 

around Port Moluag much tidier but 

the children are  now ready to apply 

for their first Green  Flag from the Eco 

schools project. 
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Enterprise Awards 

Drumlemble Primary has received an 

award for enterprise.   At the final of 

Blythswood Care’s Schools    Enterprise 

Challenge, held in Perth’s      National 

Christian Outreach Centre on 19 May,  

pupils gave a stunning account of their 

efforts, in song and mime which 

prompted the judges to award them the 

prize for Best Presentation, which was a 

cheque for £100 and a beautiful trophy.  

From a starter fund of just £20 pupils   

managed to raise £780.84 through a 

range of activities including a sponsored 

silence, sponsored walk / cycle, cake 

baking and a slave auction.  The four     

pupils who  represented Drumlemble  

Primary so   excellently at the competition 

were Daniel Anderson, Bethany Kelly,  

Innes Roy and Ryan Smith. 

Funds raised helped to send a convoy of 

fully equipped emergency vehicles, four 

fire engines and two ambulances, to 

Moldova at the beginning of May.  Gary 

Bennett, the leader of the volunteer team 

involved, thanked the children and ex-

plained how important the contribution 

from the schools had been. He com-

mented  

“I am amazed and in total awe of the 

level of creativity, planning and hard 

work that each and every school has put 

into the project. I am so proud of what 

the girls and boys of Scottish schools 

have done which will ultimately save 

many lives for years to come.”  

Twenty two schools from around Scotland 

registered for the Schools Enterprise    

Challenge, raising over £6600, and seven 

were selected for the final on the basis of 

a report written by pupils on their       

fundraising activities. The finalists each 

made a presentation to the panel of 

judges, who represented the sponsors of 

the event, the Souter Charitable Trust, 

Ledingham Chalmers LLP, and IBM, along 

with James Campbell, Chief Executive of 

Blythswood Care, a Christian    charity, 

based in      Scotland.  
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Change Challenge 

 

Pupils at Lismore Primary have been taking 

part in a “Change Challenge” for the charity 

Mary’s Meals. They have been collecting 

small change in return for doing jobs at 

home. On the day of the election when the 

school was closed the  children met at the 

Comann Eachdraidh to raise more money by 

helping to clean and tidy.   

 

The chi ldren were kept  busy                   

sweeping, dusting and wiping in the cafe, 

the library and the museum and it all looked 

sparkling when they had finished.  After 

lunch at the cafe, the children moved on to 

the church and the wee manse where they 

hovered and polished until everything was 

gleaming.  They received many generous 

donations as they worked and eventually 

raised a grand total of £120.   This will pay 

for 14 children to have a good meal each day 

for a year. Many thanks to all those who 

helped on the day, people who donated and 

to Hazel         McCormick for organising  the 

event.  
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St Columba’s Primary -  

AKGC Challenge Prize 

Primary 5/6 pupils from St Columba’s      

Primary School, Oban have won the AKGC 

Special Challenge prize for Scottish Primary 

Schools. 

Two pupils, Lewis Parker and Lucy Croarkin 

will be accompanied by Miss MacSween, 

Head Teacher, Mrs Lockhart and Mrs Dunn 

to London on Wednesday 29 June to collect 

their £100 prize. 

The event will be held at the Cookbook 

Cafe near Hyde Park. Pupils will speak to 

the judges about their entry “Beef Crumble-

Strumble” which will then be cooked by 

chefs. There will be various activities for the 

pupils to take part in during the day. 

At the event, the Judges will announce an 

overall Primary, Special and Secondary 

school winner. The winners will receive an 

additional £400 for their school. 

The AKGC Special Challenge is run in    

partnership by Sainsbury’s, the British     

Nutrition Foundation and the Design and 

Technology Association. 

Miss MacSween said, “ We are delighted to 

be receiving such a prize and our two     

pupils are looking forward to representing 

our school”. 

 

 

 

Kilcreggan Primary—Spring Clean 

Campaign 

On the 20th April, pupils at Kilcreggan  

Primary School did their bit for the      

Scottish National Spring Clean Campaign.  

Over 90 pupils and adults put on their 

boots and gloves to spring clean a section 

of beach at the foot of School Road. 

Before walking down to the beach, 

Katharine Usher from the GRAB trust 

worked with each year group to look at 

what sorts of litter they were likely to find 

at the beach and where it had come from.  

Juliette Camburn from Keeping Scotland 

Beautiful also popped down to the        

Peninsula for the day. Juliette, who is very 

experienced in this type of event         

commented on how environmentally 

aware the pupils at Kilcreggan Primary 

are and what a joy it was to work with 

them. 

Police Constable Lavery and his             

colleague Richie from the MOD Police 

were also present for the day’s events 

and they proved a great hit with the     

children. As well as escorting the pupils 

down to the beach, PC Lavery also           

arranged for the Police Launch to come 

along to the beach as a little treat for the 

pupils’ hard work.  

After lunch down at the beach where     

pupils enjoyed hotdogs, sandwiches and 

ice cream provided by School catering 

staff and millionaires shortbread           

provided by sponsors – Greggs the      

Bakers, the pupils and staff made their 

way back to the school where primary 5 

to 7 sorted and surveyed everything that 

was collected. Sixteen bags of recycling 

later, the section of beach at the bottom of 

School Road is a considerably nicer place 

to walk. 
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The Ardlui Respite Project, a joint venture 

between Argyll and Bute Council, Ardlui 

Respite Care Trust (ARCT) and Sense   

Scotland has been presented with an 

award for innovation.  

 

The award which was presented from 

Sense Scotland for developing innovative 

and flexible respite services for children 

and families in remote rural and island    

areas.  

 

A high quality five bedded unit was 

opened on 1 October 2010 in                   

Helensburgh, and operates short breaks 

for children and young people with         

disabilities.  Transport is provided as an 

integral part of the respite experience, and 

as well as offering respite care services for 

children within Argyll and Bute, it is now 

expanding and able to offer services to 

children from other local authority areas.  

 

Argyll and Bute Council and ARCT are 

committed to improving access to          

residential respite care for children facing 

considerable travel and disruption to using 

existing national resources.  The Ardlui 

Respite Centre now provides this, and is 

continuing to enhance its service by         

developing relationships with the children 

and families involved.   

 

Councillor Andrew Nisbet, spokesperson 

for social affairs said: “I am delighted that 

the work the Ardlui Respite Project does 

has been recognised.  It is an extremely 

valuable service, providing much needed  

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

support to young people with                   

disabilities.  Argyll and Bute is a vast and 

diverse area, so it is important that we 

are involved in projects such as this one 

to help vulnerable people in remote ar-

eas. 

 

“Partnership working was vital for this 

project, and it was achieved through each 

of the partners’ commitment to the 

shared vision for the service and common 

set of values in supporting children        

affected by disability, and their families 

and carers.” 

 

 

Social Care and Health – Website 

I am pleased to report the Social Care and 

Health section of the Council website has 

been revamped to better meet the needs 

of service users. 

The new look features a range of               

information on the Adult Care and         

Children and Families services and        

provides contact details for those wishing 

to find out more detail on a particular       

issue of interest to them.  

The new look website will hopefully make 

it easier for members of the public to 

search for and find information relevant to 

them. By providing clear and easy to      

understand information, contact names 

and numbers this will also help to act as 

the first point of contact for members of the 

public wishing to make enquiries or carry 

out a transaction.  

 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 


