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Celebrating Success and Staying Safe at the Learning Disability Conference. 

On Thursday the 29th of March a    

conference was held for service      

users with a Learning Disability at 

the 3 Villages Hall in Arrochar.  

Around ninety delegates from all 

over Argyll and Bute participated to 

make an interesting and enjoyable 

day.  The conference, aptly titled 

“Realising Our Potential Together” 

followed the themes of Successful 

Lives and Employment Support.    

Presenters shared stories of   

achievements in their own lives,     

successes in employment and         

involvement in their local communities, whilst staff shared updates on current        

developments within the Learning Disability Service. 

 

The Learning Disability Adult Protection campaign was launched by Adult            

Protection Area Manager Ronnie McIlquham and Speech and Language Therapist 

Carole-Anne Burnett, to highlight to people what they can do to “Stay Safe”.  The 

campaign prompts people to “Stay Safe, Say No and Tell Someone” and will roll out 

across  Argyll and Bute with training events in each area.   

 

Volunteer service users came forward who were both keen to help deliver the Adult        

Protection training programme and of being “Secret Shoppers” to feedback on 

Council services. 

 

Councillor Andrew Nisbet was invited as Argyll & Bute Council’s Spokesperson for 

Social Affairs, he said that "The stories of successes and achievements made by 

many service users around Argyll and Bute were truly inspirational.” He thanked 

all who had contributed to the day for their contributions, and added, "I would also 

like to pay tribute to all the staff in the localities for their positive approach to the 

challenges we now face in adapting our services under Self Directed Care." . 

...continued across the page 
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There were lots 

of opportunities 

to participate 

b y  e i t h e r      

presenting to 

the conference, 

speaking in the 

o p e n  m i c      

session or in 

the “Big Brother” style diary room.  

Topics covered ranged from voluntary      

working and paid employment to the support 

available to learn work skills and to live         

ordinary lives in extraordinary circumstances. 

The whole day was recorded on video,        

photographs and graphics and a DVD will be 

produced and issued to each locality for those 

who were unable to attend. 

Susan Spicer Service Manager for LD services 

said:  “We had a really informative and        

interactive day.  There were clear messages 

of where we can continue to improve our  

support for people with a learning disability, 

not just in social work but particularly in our 

local communities in helping people find    

real jobs.  We plan to build on the success of 

the day and expect our calendars will include   

future service user led conferences.” 

 

Stay Safe Campaign 

Andrew Nisbet, Spokesperson for Social Af-

fairs opened the Stay Safe banner with a ser-

vice user before everyone went onto exercis-

es about ‘staying safe'. With the enthusiastic 

involvement of the audience the Key Messages 

of:- 

Stay Safe Say No!  Tell Someone 

were practiced by the whole audience before 

going on to complete an exercise looking at 

some of the bad things that can happen to peo-

ple with disabilities; the people ‘we’ can tell 

about the harm ‘we’ may suffer and then look-

ing at places ‘we’ can be safe. 

All of the participants had a great time com-

pleting their workbook exercise and their 

feedback on the activity was very positive. 
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This launch is the 

beginning of a 

t w o  y e a r          

p r o j e c t  t o       

support adults 

with learning 

disabilities to 

t a k e  a c t i o n       

individually and 

j o i n t l y  t o        

challenge abuse 

and discrimina-

tion and to take 

action and seek 

support when people cause them harm. 

The partnership between the Learning      

Disability Service and the Argyll and Bute 

Adult Protection Committee will be the   

keystone of our joint work throughout the 

coming months and years. Ronnie      

McIlquham and Carole-Anne Burnett spoke 

of their pleasure at the enthusiasm and      

reception of the Stay Safe project and are 

looking forward to taking this key message 

to each area in Argyll-Bute in the coming 

months. 

Ardfenaig Care Home— 

A step back in time 

Back in February, 

r e s i d e n t s  a t 

Ardfenaig Care 

Home turned back 

time for their 

1920’s themed              

V a l e n t i n e s 

night.  The gang-

sters and their 

“Molls” - Little Mo 

MacDonald, Big 

Jean “the Mac”, wee Mary Doll McGovern, 

Angie Al    Capone and Lucky Eleanor       

Luciana danced and sang the night away 

with their Charleston’s and songs from the 

era.  The  residents thoroughly enjoyed 

their night.   
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Rhunahaorine Primary—  

1st Green Flag 

On 6th March Rhunahaorine Primary 

School  was awarded its first Green Flag. 

The children talked confidently to the as-

sessor and showed her all the work they 

have been doing to improve their Eco 

School.  She particularly noted the “warm, 

inclusive and welcoming atmosphere” in 

the school and pre-5 Unit. 

 

In celebrating this excellent achievement, 

the school has invited parents, friends and 

the community to celebrate on Thursday 

29th March 

with an      

a f t e r n o o n 

tea and 

Easter egg 

hunt. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sport Relief at Kilcreggan Primary  

On Thursday 22nd March, staff and parents 

from Kilcreggan Primary School took part 

in a 1 mile run in aid of Sports Relief and I 

am delighted to say that the sun shone, the 

children were smiling and everybody had 

a great time.  The event was sponsored so 

once they count up their sponsors they 

hope to have raised a good sum for the 

cause.   

 

Parklands—Work Experience 

 

Pupils Trai Mitchell 

(17) and David 

Thomson (18) took 

p a r t  i n  w o r k                

experience with the 

Council earlier this 

month. Their work 

involved preparing 

the flower beds in 

Hermitage Park, 

Helensburgh and the boys were shown 

how to use a selection of gardening tools 

by council staff Richard and Gerry. They 

both enjoyed the work experience         

especially as it  was outdoors work and 

said they would like to do more similar 

work in future. The work experience also 

links in with their academic work as they 

are both working towards an ASDAN   

Horticulture module. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lochgilphead Pupil Chosen as  

Olympic Torch Bearer 

Myles Clark, a 6th year pupil at           

Lochgilphead Joint Campus has been 

chosen to carry the Olympic torch on the 

9th June  around Tarbet, Loch Lomond. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 
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Park and Barcaldine Primary  

trip to Dynamic Earth 

Pupils in P4/5 from Park School and P3-7 at 

Barcaldine Primary recently teamed up for a 

visit to Dynamic Earth in Edinburgh. The aim 

of the trip was to enhance their studies of the 

Polar Lands. Children explored the diversity 

of living things found in the Artic and it 

helped them to develop an understanding of 

how organisms are interrelated and species, 

including humans, depend on one another 

and on the environment for survival.  

 

The children were given the opportunity to 

handle specimens including real reindeer 

antlers, seal fur, walrus skull and mammoth 

teeth. This workshop enabled the children to 

recognise the impact science makes on their 

life, the lives of others, the environment and 

on society. 

 

Barcaldine pupils feature on  

The One Show 

 

Barcaldine Pupils recently appeared on 

BBC1's The One Show as part of Sports Relief 

2012. Taking part in fundraising activities 

they wore their pyjamas and competed in 

Sustrans Big 

Pedal!  

Cardross Primary—Football 

I am pleased to announce that Cardross          

Primary School’s Senior Football Team won the 

SFA / Lloyds TSB School of the Month trophy 

for February 2012. 

A representative from the SFA and their     

sponsors from Lloyds TSB visited the school on 

22nd March to present the team and Mr Henry, 

their coach, with the award. 

 

The team of boys will travel to the SSFA          

national finals at Toryglen Stadium in Glasgow 

to compete against the other 7 top teams in 

Scotland for the most coveted cup in Primary 

Schools football on Monday 23rd April. 

 

They are the first team in Argyll and Bute ever 

to reach this final stage of the national          

competition, the school are incredibly proud of 

them - and of Nick Henry - their coach and 

their P7 teacher. 

 

Many of the boys play within local clubs -       

Ardencaple Boys Club and Helensburgh, and a 

couple also play for national clubs - Celtic and 

Rangers. 

 

Barcaldine Primary  School—Drama Club 

 

Congratulations to Barcaldine Primary School’s 

Afterschool Drama Club who recently          

competed at the Appin Drama Festival, where 

they won a cup for Endeavour.  
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COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

In addition to physical adaptations,        

advances in technology mean                  

improvements in tele-care and tele-

health give increasing options for people 

to live full and safe lives in their own 

homes.  Adult Care installed 466 telecare 

installations in 2011/12 giving security for 

occupiers and peace of mind for carers. 

Complimentary services, for example on 

fuel poverty and energy efficiency are 

available from ALIenergy or home safety 

audits from Strathclyde Fire and Rescue 

add to the range of advice and assistance 

available. 

The demographic changes projected   

suggest these services will become       

increasingly relevant for an aging        

population.  Across the Council, whether 

for relatives or neighbours, staff can play 

an important role in promoting the       

availability of our help and assistance. 

Dunoon Library  

Welcomes  Special Visitor 

Dunoon Library received a very special 

visitor at their Bookbug session on World 

Book Day – the Bookbug dropped in to 

say “hello” and was warmly welcomed 

by one very young library member! 

Meanwhile, in Rosneath Library, the     

children from the primary school visited 

and spent a fun day making Bookworm 

bookmarks with the help of Alison         

Barclay (Library Assistant in Charge). 

Housing— 

Supporting Independent Living 

The Housing Service has re-launched its   

services for the next 5 years with the new   

Local Housing Strategy and the                      

implementation of the Housing Service        

review. 

A key part of this is to deliver with          

partners in health, social work services 

and the third sector, improvements in the 

provision of aids and adaptations to ensure 

disabled and/or elderly people can live in 

homes suited to their needs. 

Last year nearly 200 private homeowners 

had grants totalling over £1m approved to 

assist in adapting their homes.   

Applicants are required to have their 

needs assessed by the Community            

Occupational Therapy team and Argyll & 

Bute Care & Repair can assist with filling in 

forms, getting estimates and organising 

the works. 

There is now considerable support and        

financial assistance available to help     

people make the changes needed with 

standard  adaptations like ramps, stairlifts, 

level access showers and such like           

eligible for an 80% grant.  

If major extensions for ground floor           

bedrooms or other living accommodation 

is required, the assessment is more          

onerous and alternative housing options 

are  considered before automatic grant   

approval would be given, but again a 

range of services work together to ensure 

the best outcome for the household. 
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Islay High School Commonwealth 

Games Legacy 

 

On Thursday 

8th March, 4 

of Islay High 

S c h o o l s 

Y o u n g       

Ambassadors 

headed off to 

Glasgow with 

their Active 

School Co-ordinator to attend Youth Sports 

Trust Lead 2014 conference at Strathclyde        

University on Friday 9th.   The Lead 2014 

programme involves the commitment of 

schools to support young leaders to plan 

and host a Glasgow 2014 festival in their 

school community. Islay High School runs 

a Sports Leader programme and the four 

pupils have either completed the course 

last year or are currently  undertaking it.  

 

The Young Leaders took part in practical 

workshops as well as discussion and     

sharing sessions.  These were all aimed at 

giving the Young Leaders the skills and 

confidence they need to be able to run a 

festival.  All the sessions were run by      

Student Leaders from the university so it 

was great to see young people organising 

and leading these sessions so well.  Islay's 

Young leaders will be running a            

Commonwealth Multisport festival for all of 

Islay and Jura's p5-7's with the assistance of 

their Active Schools Co-ordinator.    A visit 

to the cinema completed their Glasgow 

visit and the long trip home began! 
  
  
  

  

 

 

 

Youth campaign for improvements to  

Soroba football pitch gaining momen-

tum  

Eight young people from Oban’s North    

Argyll Youth Forum recently completed a 

door to door survey asking residents of the 

Soroba estate in Oban their opinion about 

proposed improvements to the local play 

area / football pitch. The young people 

were accompanied on the door to door   

survey by two volunteer members of the 

Soroba Community Enterprise Board along 

with Laura MacDonald (Community          

Development Worker) and Scott Douglas of 

Youth Services.  

The results have now been compiled and 

presented by youth forum members at a 

recent Rotary Club of Oban lunch and at a 

public meeting organised by ACHA  which 

was held in Soroba.  The Rotary Club have 

offered £10,000 to be used to help improve 

the pitch subject to a few conditions – one 

being that the local community support the 

idea. As the survey shows that 95% of the 

178 households surveyed do support the 

idea, it looks like the project is one step 

closer to taking place.  

At the public meeting, Youth Forum      

member Billy Pearson (pictured) was      

commended for the forum’s efforts which 

ACHA chief executive described as 

“inspirational” 

 The survey also asked people what else 

Soroba need and the collated responses 

may prove helpful in the community’s        

efforts to secure funds for a proposed new 

community   centre in   Soroba.    
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South of Scotland Shinty League 

Thursday 29th March was the final round of 

the South of Scotland Schools Camanachd 

Association S1 – 3 League, held at Mossfield 

Stadium in Oban.  The previous two rounds 

had been held at Douglas Academy and   

Inverkeithing High School throughout the 

school year.  Points from the previous two 

rounds carried forward to this final event 

which saw Oban High School run out as   

winners of this inaugural league               

competition.  Teams from Lochgilphead 

High School, Dunoon Grammar, Oban High 

School ,  Douglas  Academy and                    

Inverkeithing High School all took part in 

this final round event.   

 

Active Schools  

Annual Shinty Tournament 

On Sunday 26th Feb thirteen shinty teams 

gathered at Islay High School for a great   

afternoon of sport.  The 5 teams of P4/5’s 

took part in their round robin event in the  

Assembly Hall.   

The p6/7 competition was held in the 

Games Hall and the usual excitement 

reigned as the games were very close with 

4 of the 8 teams in the running for the final. 

 The final was between 2 of the Port Ellen 

teams (Bullseye Boys and Jimmy   Brigade) 

with Port Charlotte’s team (Feisty One You 

Are) giving them a good challenge.  Well 

done to the Bullseye Boys! 

 

 

ACTIVE  SCHOOLS 

Argyll and Bute Coaching Weekend 

Receives National Award 

Argyll and Bute Coaching Champions 

celebrated success with the award of the 

Inspire Mark by former Olympic,       

Commonwealth, European and World 

champion triple jumper Jonathan            

Edwards in Edinburgh. Nicola Hackett 

and Paul Ashworth from Leisure and 

Youth Services attended the event on     

behalf of the Argyll and Bute Coaching 

Champions team. 

 

Jonathan was joined by Commonwealth 

Games and Sport Minister Shona Robison, 

and Sir Craig Reedie of the International 

Olympic Committee in recognising the 

outstanding work by the 94 projects 

awarded 2012 Inspire Mark in Scotland.  

 

The London 2012 Inspire programme    

recognises innovative and exceptional 

projects that are directly inspired by the 

2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
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Wanted – Gymnastic Coaches 

 

Sports Development along with Active 

Schools and Leisure Services are keen to 

recruit suitable candidates who can train to 

become Gymnastic coaches within our 

sports facilities across Argyll and Bute. 

Training can take at least two years to    

complete and candidates require to have a 

keen interest in gymnastics, although not 

necessarily a background in the sport. 

 

Training will be provided for the right      

candidates as will mentoring through a   

programme funded by the Council, Scottish 

Gymnastics and sportscotland.  In return 

you would be expected to coach classes 

within our centres for a set fee and assist in 

the development of the sport along with 

other coaches in our programme in other 

centres. The coaching would consist of a 

few hours each week, dependent on          

demand and would be on a casual rate. 

 

This is a great opportunity, but one which 

requires a great deal of personal             

commitment and time for which you are not 

paid. The cost of training, affiliation,        

mentoring exams, etc. is considerable and 

is paid through the programme. 

If you are interested please contact Paul 

Ashworth at paul.ashworth@argyll-

bute.gov.uk  

Coaching Champions 

 Another Record Breaker! 

Coaching Champions, the Councils award 

winning sports coaching programme has 

broken all records again this year in         

attracting 436 people to qualify as new 

sports coaches. This highly successful       

programme, in its fifth year, has continued 

to grow despite the country being in a 

state of austerity and proves that            

communities continue to support their 

young people learn new skills in sport and 

keep physically active. 

 

This year’s event introduced new courses 

such as Nordic Walking, Triathlon, Volley-

ball, Archery and Fitness Instructor     

Courses; all of which will result in the      

formation of new clubs and activities 

through Argyll and Bute.   

 

Football, Shinty and Rugby development 

continue to feed a continuous stream of 

volunteers hungry of coaching courses as 

do Active Schools and the army of sports 

clubs across the area. Coaching          

Champions annual programme ensures an 

excellent opportunity for all these partners 

to keep their members trained and their 

young charges fed with the best and most 

current coaching practices.  

 

 Coaching Champions is the biggest and 

arguably the best sports coaching           

programme in Scotland, if not the UK and 

thanks are due to our partners -    

Sportscotland and Argyll College -  who 

support us to offer the scale and breadth of 

programme to our communities from every 

part of Argyll and 

Bute. 

 

mailto:paul.ashworth@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:paul.ashworth@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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YOUTH WORK 

Local Alcohol Tax proposal adopted by 

Scottish Youth Parliament 

Oban MSYP Kenna Barrow’s motion...  

“An additional local levy (c.1.5%) on          

alcoholic drinks is introduced with the 

proceeds being ‘ring-fenced’ and used to 

finance local services which address 

problems associated with alcohol misuse 

– with particular emphasis being given to 

the provision of recreational facilities and 

services for young people”  

 

..... was passed after a vote at the most     

recent sitting of the Scottish Youth           

Parliament held at on 17th/ 18th March.  

The motion follows on from a recent youth 

democracy initiative undertaken by    

members of the North Argyll Youth Forum 

where young people discovered that, in 

Poland, a local tax of 1.4 % is levied on   

licensed alcohol retailers. In Bochnia this 

brings in enough money to build and run a 

purpose built youth centre. The group 

from Oban thought that this excellent idea 

should be brought to Scotland and enlisted 

Kenna’s help. 

With support from Oban-based CLD Youth 

Worker Scott Douglas and Young Scot      

Co-ordinator Roanna Clark, Kenna and 

members of the youth forum researched 

the issue and designed a presentation 

which young people delivered to elected 

members at Oban’s Area Committee     

meeting of 14th March.  

MARCH 2012 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The councillors voted in favour of the       

proposal adding their support to that         

previously gained from the local licensing 

board.     Now that the proposal has been 

endorsed by the youth parliament, Kenna 

and the youth forum intend to find out how 

to push the idea on to the agenda of the 

Scottish Government.        


