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Getting Hooked on Hermitage’ Activity Day  

On Friday 18th May around 260 enthusiastic 

primary 7 pupils from local primary schools 

across Helensburgh and  Lomond came           

together for a day of team building and sports.  

The event was organised by Active Schools           

Coordinators Martin Caldwell and Sean McNee 

and was hosted at Hermitage Academy.   

The Active Schools physical activity day is      

included as part of the wider ‘Hooked on      

Hermitage’ transitional programme and was 

opened with a presentation from Mr Morgan, 

Depute Head at Hermitage Academy. 

Pupils were divided into groups prior to arriving at the event,  allowing the children to 

mix with other primary 7 pupils they didn’t know and make new contacts prior to their 

transition to Hermitage Academy after the Summer Holidays. 

Half the day was spent taking part in a range of fun team building sessions, with the rest of 

the day dedicated to more strenuous physical activity and sports.  This year the sports 

sessions included Tag Rugby, Shinty, Fun Football, Dodge Ball, Basket ball and               

Paralympic sport Boccia. 

The weather managed to stay dry allowing the Shinty 

and Rugby to take place outdoors and meant the    

successful event was enjoyed by all.  General       

feedback from the pupils highlighted that many new 

friendships had been made on a day filled with fun 

physical activity and team building.  

Active Schools would like to thank Helensburgh and 

Lomond Rugby coach Kane Greggain,  Stewart 

Maule, staff from Hermitage Academy PE department 

and all the teachers/ volunteers who helped with     

activities on the day.  Thanks also to Hermitage   

Academy for providing access to their sports             

facilities, Eileen Kay from Argyll and Bute Council 

Homelink Project and all the S1 pupils from             

Hermitage who did a fantastic job hosting the           

primary school pupils on the day. 

 

 

  



Page 2 

School Staff Qualifications 

The 1st of June saw 20 Support Assistants from across Argyll and Bute receive certificates 

from the Professional Development Awards (PDA) for Education Support Assistance at a      

ceremony held in the Loch Fyne Hotel, Inveraray.  

Alan Shields, Quality Improvement Manager, presented the certificates on behalf of Argyll 

and Bute Council and congratulated the candidates on their hard work and commitment. 

The assistants, all of whom contribute to the care and welfare of pupils, have recently        

completed over a year of accredited training involving attendance at training days, practical 

work in schools, closed book assessments and personal study. The PDA course is designed to 

support Classroom Assistants and Additional Support Needs Assistants in developing their 

role in schools and in gaining a wider range of knowledge and skills in relation to pupils with 

additional support needs. This year’s group consisted of candidates from Oban, Lorn, Mid-

Argyll and Cowal.  

Well done to all on a very rewarding and worthwhile achievement.  

Those pictured above:  
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Back row; 

Arlene Scott, Tarbert Academy 
Linda Shaw, Kilmodan Primary School 
Bernardette Paterson, Ardrishaig Primary 
School 
Heather MacPherson, Lochnell Primary 
School 
Alison Roberton, Furnace Primary School 
Pamela Stark, Furnace Primary School 
Fiona MacFarlane, Lochnell Primary School 
Ann MacLellan, Bunessan Primary School 
Anne O’Meara, Lochgilphead Joint Campus 
Krissie Jones, Oban High School 
Joan Reynolds, Oban High School 

Front row; 

Lee Bremner, Lochgilphead Joint Campus 

Emma McCallum, Tarbert Academy 

Anna Smereczniak, Lochdonhead Primary School 

Agnes Cowden, Lochgilphead Joint Campus 

Tracy Ferguson, Lochnell Primary School 

Cathie MacFarlane, Oban High School 

Kay Campbell, Oban High School 

Roxanne Prando, Oban High School 

Donna Campbell, Easdale Primary School 

 

Sarah Fairbairn, Easdale Primary School (absent 

from ceremony) 

Pictured with those receiving certificates is Mary 

Waltho (centre), SQA Coordinator.  
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Liam however, is not the 

only chess success in    

Rockfield.  Earlier in the 

Delancy UK Schools’ Chess 

Challenge, formerly the 

British Land Chess         

Challenge,  John Douglas, 

P3, was the winner of the 

Under 8 Boys’ Tournament 

for the West of Scotland; 

Liam Richmond, P5, was the 

winner of the Under 10 

Boys’ Tournament and 

Grace Thompson, P6 Gaelic class, was first 

equal in the Under 10 Girls’ 

Tournament.  I am sure that 

you will agree that these   

results are pretty                 

impressive! 

 

 

 

 

 

North Lorn School Sports 

Barcaldine Primary recently hosted the       

annual North Lorn School Sports event which 

saw Ardchattan, Lismore, Barcaldine and 

Strath of Appin Primary Schools come         

together to take part in a day of sporting     

activities.    

The children were delighted to welcome the 

High School Sports Leaders who led the day's 

activities.  In the morning the children all 

took part in potted sports where the            

emphasis was working as part of a team and 

then in the afternoon they ran competitive 

races.  There were awards for sports        

champions but also for good sports.  The 

highlight of the day was the tug of war which 

was keenly fought. 

Rockfield Pupil’s Chess Success 

I am delighted to 

report that Liam 

Richmond, P5 of 

Rockfield    Primary 

School, continues to 

make the grade, 

literally, in the 

world of chess.   

This year Liam has 

been selected to 

play for Scotland at 

three international 

chess tournaments. 

 

 

Glorney/Faber Cup, Northamptonshire  

This event has teams from Scotland,     

England, Ireland and Wales, and 6 rounds 

are played.   There are 20 players plus 4 

coaches travelling from Scotland and 

Liam will play in the under 12 team. 

European Youth Chess                      

Championships—Prague  

This event has teams from 96 countries 

and 9 rounds are played. There are 13 

players plus 2 coaches travelling from 

Scotland, Liam will play in the under 10 

section. 

World Youth Chess Championships—

Slovenia 

11 rounds are played at this event.   There 

are 12 players plus 2 coaches travelling 

from Scotland. Liam will play in the under 

10 section. 

 

Liam will also play in the DELANCY UK 

CHESS CHALLENGE IN DERBY along 

with other pupils from Rockfield Primary 

which is on 6th July. 
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This is truly is a whole community              

endeavour and one which Mid Argyll can 

be proud of and become increasingly 

aware of as the band perform in many     

venues throughout Mid Argyll this summer. 

 

Alan Fernie, one of the UK’s most prominent 

composers, as the Argyllshire Advertiser 

reported, worked with the youngsters all 

day on Saturday and thanks to support from 

The Brass Band Association who provided 

initial funding, the children benefited   

greatly from his expertise and enthusiasm. 

 

The aim for the band is to enter the Scottish 

Brass Band Championships in November – 

let’s wish them all luck! 

 

A Summer Afloat? 

The Mid Argyll Rowing Club, formerly the 

Rollicking Rowing Club, took delivery of its 

new St Ayles Skiff in May. The club is based 

at the Joint Campus and has already had a 

spring row in Loch Gilp. Up to five people 

can now row together in this boat.  

 

The club is looking for crews for the coming 

summer. Parents, pupils (over the age of 11) 

and other community members are invited 

to try their hand at rowing with the club.    

Beginners welcome.  If you are interested 

please contact Alec Ohnstad, a teacher at 

the Joint Campus, on 01546 602598 or by 

email on: 

 alec.ohnstad@lochgilpheadhigh.argyll-

bute.sch.uk 

Argyll Brass - Mid Argyll Pupils Blow 

Their Own Trumpet! 

Teachers all over Scotland are currently     

trying to find creative, inspiring and       

meaningful ways to implement Curriculum 

for Excellence in their schools. 

 

We all know we want our pupils to be          

confident, to be effective contributors in their 

local community, to be responsible citizens 

who understand the merits of teamwork and 

successful learners who achieve the highest 

standards. 

 

The small audience in the Council Chamber 

in Kilmory on Saturday 23rd June were        

enthralled by the first ever performance by 

Argyll Brass; a group of brass and               

percussion players who only came together 

in January of this year from many schools in 

Mid Argyll and North Kintyre. It was          

Curriculum for Excellence in action.  

 

Brought together by their instrumental        

instructor, Darren Tarn, supported by wood-

wind instructor, Miriam MacKay, the children 

meet every Wednesday evening in          

Lochgilphead Joint Campus. The young      

people, from P.6 to S5, have worked           

tirelessly to get the band up and running, 

from deciding on their uniforms to helping 

with fundraising.  

 

Mr. Tarn leads the group but it is clear that 

he values each individual member and 

makes sure that decisions on the way         

forward are thoroughly discussed with the 

children and the parents to ensure the 

band’s success. 
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Housing Services Performance Report 

2011/12 

The overall aim of the Housing Service is to 

support people to live independently,   

safely and securely in a vibrant community. 

The overall objective is to achieve more 

homes and less homelessness.   

The Housing Service comprises five core 

elements: 

 Homelessness 

 Private Sector Grants and Advice 

 Welfare Rights 

 Housing Strategy 

 Housing Support 

During 2011/12 the Housing Service 

achieved significant positive outcomes: 

 

HOMELESSNESS   

During 2011/12 Argyll and Bute Council  

received a total of 604 homeless                

applications. This is a 25% decrease on the 

previous year and a 46% decrease from the 

highest level of presentations (1112) in 

2005/06. 

The reduction in Homeless applications 

can be attributed to a proactive approach 

in preventing homelessness through early 

intervention  by providing Housing         

Options advice to households at risk of   

losing their homes or threatened with 

homelessness. 

 

The Homeless Service received 2399       

Information and Advice enquiries which is 

a 7% increase on the previous year and a 

136% increase from 2007/08 when          

Information and Advice was first recorded. 

 

During the last 3 months of 2011/12 an 

evaluation was completed of Housing      

Advice outcomes.  This showed that 73% of 

enquiries achieved positive outcomes with 

only 27% going on to complete full     

homeless applications. 

  

Argyll and Bute Council continues to make 

progress towards the abolition of the       

Priority Need target with 90% of cases   

during 2011/12 assessed as homeless 

found to have a priority need. 

 

With effect from 01/04/2012 the priority 

need test for homeless households was    

removed.  All unintentionally homeless 

households will be entitled to settled       

accommodation. 

DATE PRIORITY  NEED 

TARGET 

ACHIEVED 

2008/
09 

80% 75% 

2009/
10 

80% 82% 

2010/
11 

80% 88% 

2011/
12 

90% 90% 

2012/
13 

100%   

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 

TOTAL  HOMELESS  PRESENTATIONS

YEAR

1995/96 281

1996/97 532

1997/98 477

1998/99 435

1999/00 383

2000/01 350

2001/02 483

2002/03 664

2003/04 895

2004/05 943

2005/06 1112

2006/07 968

2007/08 1027

2008/09 865

2009/10 923

2010/11 810

2011/12 604
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PRIVATE  SECTOR HOUSING 

The Private Sector Housing Service aims to: 

 lead a marked improvement in the quality 
of private housing in the area 

 ensure that private owners are more 
aware of repair and maintenance                 

responsibilities and are more proactive in 

carrying them out 

 assist disabled people to live more         
independently in their own homes. 

 raise the standard to which private      
landlords maintain their properties 

 maximise the energy efficiency  of the 
housing stock 

 

Key achievements during 2011/12: 

98% of Private Sector Housing Grant           

Applications were assessed within 8 Weeks 

of Registration. 

88% of Disabled Applications were             

approved within 4 Weeks of Submission  

Private Sector Grant funding was fully          

utilised 

 

HOUSING SUPPORT 

The majority of housing support is contracted 

through external providers and assists       

service users to sustain mainstream             

tenancies and supports homeless clients in 

the preparation for the allocation of a         

permanent home, therefore, preventing 

homeless applications. 

This element of the Housing Service           

contributes to the achievements of the     

Homeless Service detailed above. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

WELFARE  RIGHTS 

The Welfare Rights Service aims to      

maximise income for households within 

Argyll and Bute. 

 During 2011/12 the Welfare Rights      
service generated income of £2.1million 

being a 28% increase on the previous 

year. 

 The Welfare Rights Service provided 

3047 pieces of advice to 1897 clients. 

 28% of advice related to specialist 

representation at appeals or tribunals. 

During 2011/12 the Welfare Rights       

Service achieved 83% positive outcomes. 

   

LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY 

The Local Housing Strategy is the key 

document which provides the strategic 

planning for homelessness, fuel poverty, 

energy efficiency & climate change and 

housing support.   

In addition, the Council has a statutory 

obligation to prepare and submit an       

updated Strategic Housing Investment 

Plan (SHIP) annually to the Scottish      

Government. This document is an           

essential supplement to the Local Housing 

Strategy and constitutes the key          

statement of housing development         

priorities and will guide the allocation of 

Government and other funding. 

During 2012/13 the Housing Service      

Pyramid Performance Reporting will be 

based on the aims detailed within the    

Local Housing Strategy.           
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The event was part of National School 

Sport Week which is an exciting initiative 

which took place from 11th-15th June and 

uses the power of the Olympic and         

Paralympic Games to inspire pupils across 

the country to take part in sport.  The       

National School Sport Week programme is 

closely aligned to the overall aims of       

Active Schools – to give children and 

young people the opportunity to get        

involved in sport.  

 

Final Event Winners: 

Badminton  -  Lochgilphead High School 

Boys shinty  - Oban High School 2 

Hockey  - Lochgilphead High School 

Softball  - Tarbert Academy 

Boys rugby  - Dunoon Grammar School 

Girls rugby  - Oban High School 

Tennis – Dunoon Grammar School 

Golf – Oban High School 

Basketball  - Hermitage Academy 

Dance  - Oban High School 

Boys football  - Lochgilphead High School 

Girls football  - Oban High School 

Boys athletics  - Oban High School 

Girls athletics  - Lochgilphead High School 

 

MAKI Rugby 

On 22nd May pupils from Lochgilphead 

High School, Tarbert Academy and     

Campbeltown Grammar School travelled 

to Islay High School to take part in the Mid 

Argyll, Kintyre & Islay Secondary Schools 

rugby festival.  Rugby training sessions 

were delivered by Allan Wright, Rugby 

Development Officer, along with Emma 

Roxburgh and Fergus Matheson, Scottish 

Rugby Modern Apprentices.  Over sixty 

pupils from the four schools were put 

through their paces in training sessions 

before ‘mixing up’ to play small sided 

games against each other.   

This was the last of the MAKI High School 

Sports activities for 2011/2012 and we look 

forward to the 2012/2013 season of       

competitions and coaching opportunities. 

ACTIVE SCHOOLS 

Olympic Themed Youth Games in Oban 

A spectacle of dance, music and colour,     

inspired by the Olympic Games was      

showcased at the opening ceremony of the 

Argyll and Bute Youth Games in Oban. A 

record 598 pupils from Argyll and Bute’s 

secondary schools staged their own version 

of the Olympics to welcome in Bank of     

Scotland National School Sport Week,        

delivered in partnership with sportscotland. 

A specially composed mass fusion Olympic 

themed dance was performed at Mossfield 

Stadium by all of the pupils participating in 

the games. This was a great cross curricular 

project developed as a partnership between 

RSCDS and Argyll and Bute Council. Flags 

were flying all around the stadium,              

designed by the schools and it was a fitting 

start to an active day of sport. The pupils 

were also sporting their Olympic themed 

school t-shirts, kindly provided by the 

event’s principal sponsor Purple Rock. 

Pupils enjoyed competing in a variety of 

sports; girls and boys athletics, badminton, 

basketball, girls and boys football, hockey, 

girls and boys rugby, tennis, golf, boys    

shinty,  softball and dance.  
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Mull Outdoor Adventure 

One of our youth groupd recently went 

down to the Camas Outdoor Centre at the 

Ross of Mull where they had brilliant fun 

taking part in outdoor activities and to top 

it off the sun stayed out all day. 

 

The group took part in Kayaking and Ab-

seiling and all did incredibly well, despite 

a dislike of heights.  

 

An amazing day was had by all, look out 

for future trips being organised by Mary-

Youth Worker, and Babs-Active schools.  

 

A big thank you to Mull and Iona           

Community Trust, who supported this trip 

with donations from the Mess fund.  

OLI Spring Tag Festival 2012 

 

More than 150 Primary School children from 

the Oban area recently attended the Tag 

Rugby Festival hosted by Oban Lorne RFC. 

The event, which was organised by Scottish 

Rugby Modern Apprentices Emma           

Roxburgh and Fergus Matheson, was          

delivered as an end of season friendly     

tournament for all the primary schools who 

have taken part in the Tag Rugby               

Programme this school year.  

The event was run in Partnership with Active 

Schools co-ordinator Dale Kupris and Rugby          

Development Officer Allan Wright who      

assisted with the organisation of the event. 

Teams from Park, St Columba’s, Dunbeg, 

Barcaldine, Lochnell and Easdale primary 

schools all made a huge effort to take part 

on the day. The children were split into two 

age categories and split into mixed teams 

made up from all the different schools. No 

scores were recorded in keeping with the 

non competitive aspect of the day. 

The event also involved several young 

sports coaches from Oban High School who 

have been learning the basics in Coaching 

and Refereeing Rugby throughout the year 

in their sports coaching class. All the     

coaches did themselves proud with some 

fantastic refereeing and kept the players    

entertained between the matches. 

It is hoped that the event will help boost the 

numbers of Mini Rugby players at Oban 

Lorne RFC and Etive Vikings RFC. If anyone 

is interested in Mini Rugby in the Oban area 

please contact Rugby DO, Allan Wright at 

allan.wright@obanhigh.argyll-bute.sch.uk 

Argyll and Bute RFC would like to thank Ac-

tive Schools, Oban Lorne RFC, Oban  High 

School and the Argyll and the Islands LEAD-

ER project for their support with this event.  

mailto:allan.wright@obanhigh.argyll-bute.sch.uk
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MacPherson Cup 

The annual Scottish Schools Shinty           

MacPherson Cup was held in Fort William 

on 29th May.  Teams from all over Scotland 

competed with Lochgilphead High School 

flying the flag for the South of Scotland 

Schools.   

Matches took place at both the Black Park 

and Canal Park in Fort William with teams 

from Skye, Kingussie, Lochaber, Dingwall, 

Charleston and Lochgilphead competing.  

Lochgilphead High School put in some fine 

performances but were beaten by the tal-

ented KIngussie and Lochaber High Schools 

and held Portree to a draw in their final 

league match.   

This was the penultimate competition for 

Lochgilphead School Shinty team in what 

has been a very busy and successful year. 

 

Mid Argyll Primary Swimming Gala 

Friday 15th June saw the very first primary 

interschool swimming competition in Mid 

Argyll.  Teams from Minard, Lochgilphead, 

Kilmartin, Craignish, Achahoish and   

Tayvallich competed on the day.   

Children from P4 to P7 took part in either 

20m or 40m events in Backstroke, Breast-

stroke, Freestyle and team relays.  There 

were winners’ medals in each event and the 

school with the most points from the          

individual and team races took home the 

winner’s trophy.  This year the winners 

were Lochgilphead “A”.  We sincerely 

hope that this event will become an annual 

one! 

5th Islay Schools Triathlon 

On Sunday 25th June Active Schools ran the 

5th Islay Schools Triathlon in partnership 

with Mactaggart Leisure Centre and with 

ScottishPower Renewables once again 

helping to sponsor the event.   

 

Children from P5 to S2 competed in the 

event either as mixed teams, girls teams or 

boys teams.  Only one brave S1 pupil this 

year who competed as an Individual – 

Romy Mitchell.  Also well done to Romy 

and Katie Wood who had both competed in 

the “big” triathlon on Saturday too.     

 

The triathlon consists of 250m (10 length) 

swim, 5.5km cycle and 1.6km run and 

some very impressive times were set over 

those distances.   Awards were given for 

fastest swim, cycle and run for boys and 

girls as well as team and individual prizes. 

 

As always many thanks go to all the       

many helpers on the day without whom the 

event could not take place.  Special thanks 

to Karen Siddall for all her hard work, 

Andy MacDonald for his continued          

support, Lynn Mitchell for doing the 

scores.    

 

Also thanks to all the school staff and 

teachers who help promote the event and 

encourage the children to participate.   

 

 



Page 10 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

World Sport Day 

To celebrate World Sport Day on 25th June, 

over 400 children from the eleven primary 

schools in Mid Argyll came together to      

experience a host of sports and activities. 

 Primary one to seven children participated 

in sports ranging from Handball to Shinty, 

Hockey to Rugby and of course football!  

They were also lucky enough to be able to 

hold the annual Mid Argyll Athletics Club 

relays on the same day. This allowed       

children from all schools to compete in this 

fun and extremely competitive annual    

competition!  For the first time they were 

able to add in events for P1 – 3 children.  

Over both age groups (P1 – 3 and P4 – 7) 

there were 62 teams competing!   

The winners were: 

P1 – 3 Boys Winner – Lochgilphead 1 

P1 – 3 Girls Winner – Lochgilphead 1 

P1 – 3 Mixed Team Winner – Achahoish 

P4 – 7 Girls Winner – Lochgilphead 4 

P4 – 7 Boys Winner – Lochgilphead 5 

P4 – 7 Mixed Team Winner – Tayvallich  

The day would not have been a success 

without the input of over twenty senior      

pupils from Lochgilphead High School, 

coaches from across Argyll & Bute, coaches 

from sportscotland, support from teachers 

and of course Bill McCallum and Vera Van 

Well from Mid Argyll Athletics Club. 

 

Olympic Tickets 

Thanks to the Get Set Go! Programme with 

London 2012, Lochgilphead Joint Campus 

were lucky enough to be awarded eleven 

tickets to Olympic Football at Old Trafford. 

Primary six and seven children were given 

the chance to enter a draw to receive      

tickets.  The three lucky winners who will 

be going to Old Trafford on 31st July are 

Connor Campbell, Cameron McCallum and 

Fern Geddes.  Well done & have fun!  

 

Pre Five Mini Olympics 

Active Schools Co-ordinator Jillian Gibson 

and Lorna Cameron, Early Years and     

Family Support Worker for MAKI, worked 

together all year on a Mini, Mini Olympics 

project for all pre five children in the Mid 

Argyll area.   

Thanks to funding from the local Public 

Health Network, each pre five unit was    

offered three free swimming lessons for 

their four year old children.  The lessons 

were delivered by staff at Mid Argyll    

Community Pool and were kindly support 

by many parents who came along to help.   

Continuing on from swimming, it was also 

possible to offer each unit two PE sessions 

delivered by the local primary PE teachers 

and Catriona Gunn from Mid Argyll Sports 

Centre.  Each PE lesson gave the younger 

children a chance to experience a lesson 

much the same as the ones they’ll get when 

the go into primary school.  The lessons 

were themed on run, jump, throw activities 

relating to athletics.  The Public Health   

Network funding has also allowed       

equipment and activity cards to be         

purchased for all pre five units so they can 

continue delivering athletics activities in 

the new term. 

To celebrate these Olympic sports in each 

unit they held a Mini, Mini Olympics       

Festival on Friday 8th June at Lochgilphead 

Joint Campus.  Almost all three and four 

year old children in Mid Argyll came along 

and took part in a circuit of activities.  It 

was a fantastic chance for all local pre five 

children to come together and take part in 

Olympic themed activities.  A fun morning 

was had by all! 
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...hope to roll the programme out again to 

the S3 girls when the new academic year 

begins in August”. 

Karien Horsburgh who took part in the pilot 

said , 

“I’ve really enjoyed the programme, it’s 

demonstrated how difficult looking after a 

baby really is and how expensive all the 

things babies need are. Now that the baby 

care weekend is over, I am really looking 

forward to having a good night’s sleep!” 

YOUTH WORK 

 

Five S3 girls from Rothesay Academy       

recently completed a 10 week pilot         

Positive Choices programme. The joint 

programme initiative between by Argyll 

and Bute Youth Services and NHS          

Highland, supported by Rothesay          

Academy, sought to promote high self     

esteem, increase confidence and personal 

awareness by promoting healthy               

relationships, sexual health and             

preparation for parenting.  

 

The programme culminated in the real    

baby care experience where digital         

babies were taken home over the course of 

a weekend to be cared for. The group      

received inputs from local midwives on 

Bute, Margaret-Ann Moran, Senior Welfare 

Rights Officer, Argyll and Bute Council and 

from a local young mother who shared her 

experience of motherhood.  

Youth Worker Ann Kennovin said, 

“Introducing the Positive Choices          

programme to Bute has been really        

enjoyable, the girls really embraced the 

programme and showed great             

commitment to attend in their own time. 

We had a good balance of fun and serious 

subjects in the programme which has 

helped to change any preconceived ideas 

the group may have had about                  

relationships and motherhood at an early 

age. The evaluations have been very     

supportive of the programme and I ….     
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Gortanvogie Residential Home   

Celebrates the Golden Jubilee 

Residents, staff and visitors at Gortanvogie 

Residential Home in Islay celebrated the 

Diamond Jubilee with a wonderful             

afternoon tea on the 5th June.  Organised 

by Senior Isobel NcNiven, the home was 

decorated with lots of bunting, balloons 

and flags inside and out and also a lovely 

display of photos of the Queen throughout 

her reign.  

Entertainment included one of the            

residents leading in signing ‘God Save the 

Queen’, youngsters playing the pipes,   

children signing songs, which they had 

won prizes with at the local Mod, visitors 

singing and a beautiful, tiny baby in her 

Jubilee dress! 

The donation of a Jubilee cake was enjoyed 

by all and the whole day was one of         

excitement and fun with the Jubilee     

sparking many reminiscing moments with 

the residents as they remembered the 

Queen’s Coronation and told stories about 

it, including what they had been doing and 

wearing! 

The amazing sum of over £500 was raised 

for the   resident’s Independent Fund.  

Bute Social Worker Carries  

Olympic Flame 

 

On the 8th June, 

Victoria O’Reilly—

Adult Care, had 

the great honour 

of carrying the 

Olympic Flame 

t h r o u g h  t h e      

Ayrshire town of 

Beith with her 

friends, family and 

members of the 

local Link Club 

watching.  

Nominated by 

both the Bute Link 

Club and Health & 

Social Care Staff in 

Bute, Victoria was chosen for her work as a 

MHO / Social worker and for the money she 

raised for the Link Club last year by        

running the West Highland Way, a 95 mile 

race (which Victoria completed again last 

weekend).  

A keen runner and having ran ultra-

marathons before, Victoria was very proud 

and honoured to have been nominated to 

carry the Olympic Flame. 

She was able to keep the Olympic Torch 

and has since taken it round some of the 

schools on Bute 

to share her ex-

perience with 

others. 

 

W e l l d o n e       

Victoria and 

t h a n k s  f o r     

sharing your 

story with us! 


