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4th Islay Schools Triathlon 

 Saturday 18th June saw 46 school children from P5 to S2 competing in the 4th      

annual Islay Schools Triathlon, an event organised and run jointly by Mactaggart 

Leisure Centre and Active Schools.  ScottishPower Renewables again helped 

sponsor the event – which was very much appreciated.   Although the weather 

wasn‘t great this year we still saw a good entry of 14 teams and 4 individuals.   The 

teams were either made up of all girls, all boys or the most popular category – 

mixed teams.   This year we also saw far more girls competing than boys! 

The triathlon consists of 250m (10 length) swim, 5.5km cycle and 1.6km run and 

some very impressive times were set over those distances.   We had 4 records 

broken this year – Millie Mitchell, in her last year of the schools triathlon, for the 

Individual S1/2 female in a time of 29.35; Josh Hendry for the Individual S1/2 male 

in a time of 27.10; Girls S1/2 team of Lauren McColl, Caitlin Bignal and Zoe Wells 

of 34.18; Mixed p5-7 team of Rhianna Hayes, Michael Hastings and Jack Monaghan 

in a very impressive 27.43 – the quickest team of the day!  

Awards were given for fastest swim, cycle and run for boys and girls as well as 

team and individual prizes.    As always many thanks go to all the helpers on the 

day without whom the event could not take place. Thanks to Karen Siddall and 

Rhona Macphee for all their hard work.   Also thanks to all the school staff and 

teachers who help promote the event and encourage the children to participate.   

All results and everyone‘s times will be displayed at MacTaggart Leisure Centre 

and on http://islaytriathlon.wordpress.com 

 

http://islaytriathlon.wordpress.com
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Oban, Lorn & Isles Inter-schools      

Orienteering Championships 

Stramash, Argyll‘s outdoor education 

charity, in partnership with Active 

Schools, Ecko and Loch Eck Orienteer‘s, 

hosted their largest ever interschool‘s  

orienteering championship in June which 

saw 156 children from 10 primary schools 

around Oban, Lorn and the Isles  compete 

at Ganavan. 

The annual event has yet again offered 

the opportunity for local Primary pupils to 

represent their school in a professional 

orienteering competition.  The OLI      

Interschool‘s Orienteering Championship 

was founded by Stramash, Active Schools 

and Ecko in 2008 and has been growing 

in strength year on year. 

The overall first prize for the competition 

was won by Taynuilt Primary school who 

have won this event consecutively for the 

past four years.   Second and third places 

went to Barcaldine and Rockfield Primary.  

For full results and listings, including     

results for individual categories please 

visit the Loch Eck orienteer website.  

www.ecko.org.uk/  

Dale Kupris of Active Schools said  

“It was fantastic to see so many children 

present and schools represented at this 

well established event.   Orienteering   

offers the children a chance to learn new 

skills as well as compete on  an ..... 
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individual basis for the event and we could-

n’t of had a better day for the event. The 

careful planning and professional delivery 

meant the event was enjoyed by all who 

took part.” 

 

This year the event would not have been 

possible without Stramash and the help and 

co-operation of Dale Kupris of Argyll & Bute 

Council Active Schools, Oban High School 

senior pupils and several other dedicated 

volunteers.   

 

Calling all parents… 

Are you looking for things to do to keep the 

family active and entertained over the       

summer holidays?  Places are filling up fast 

but we still have availability for a number of 

great value activities across Argyll and Bute 

to keep your kids happy and healthy           

including football development and shinty 

camps, Active Schools activities, a range of 

fun programmes/classes in our leisure       

facilities and many more. 

 We offer a variety of types of camps       

available from tots right through to           

teenagers, in the form of week long, full 

days, ½ days or just a couple of hours - we 

have something for everyone. All our camps 

are run by our enthusiastic staff who are     

always thinking of new ways to have fun and 

keep your children active. They are all fully 

qualified and experienced in dealing with 

children and receive regular, professional 

training to ensure we deliver high quality 

sessions. 

 For further information please follow the link 

below which will take you to the Argyll and 

Bute Council website: 

 http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-

life-and-leisure/summer-activities 

 

 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/summer-activities
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/summer-activities
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Lochgilphead Young People Tackle Climate 

Change 

Young Scot was approached by the      

Scottish Government to carry out a       

consultation exercise with young people 

across Scotland to look at the Low Carbon 

Scotland-Public Engagement Strategy, 

and the implications for individuals,    

communities and businesses.  Six young 

people from Lochgilphead Joint Campus 

have worked over the last couple of 

months with Roanna Clark from Youth 

Services, Argyll and Bute Young Scot to 

form one of four local investigation teams 

which would present their findings at a 

National Discussion Day attended by    

policy and decision makers. 

The main focus of the local investigation 

team was the impact on rural communities 

including, 

Implications of moving to a low     

carbon economy for farming and  

rural land use. 

Green Tourism – is this happening in 

the local area and what benefits is 

this providing? 

Have businesses become greener 

and do they promote this? 

They also included what their                   

investigation findings mean for their    

generation, how this will impact on jobs 

for themselves and their peers.  What 

new skills could be needed in the future, 

what examples of good practice they 

have found, what more needs to be done 

and by whom and what they think would 

engage other young people in this issue. 
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The six girls, Carla Jackson, Madeline Ward, 

Heather Unkles, Sarah Nicolson, Georgia 

Hepburn and Rebecca Jamieson; all aged 14 

and 15 and studying Geography, have       

interviewed professionals from the field and 

their peers, held focus groups and been out 

and visited companies in the area, including 

O‘Fish Shell, a Shellfish company, Barbreck 

Farms who have diversified with selling their 

meat locally and Oban Auction Mart to meet 

local farmers.   

They have produced their  report in the form 

of a short film supported by Andy Crabb 

from Oban who gave them training on film 

making and edited the film. 

To bring together all the information      

gathered, the group attended a ‗Step Up – A 

Climate for Change‘ event on the 28th of 

June at the Pearce Institute in Glasgow 

where the young volunteers shared their 

findings along with Balfron High School and 

Rathbone Training .  This was a great        

opportunity to hear directly from young  

people about how they think they can tackle 

Climate Change and help to lower carbon 

emissions in Scotland.   

The event also gave the girls the opportunity 

to take part in discussions with Stewart      

Stevenson, MSP, Minister for Environment 

and Climate Change, look at the results of 

the national survey, discuss barriers and 

what young people can do to help tackle   

climate change and make a pledge for the 

future. 

The group plan to show their film to schools 

throughout Argyll and Bute. 

 

The film can be found on the link below:  

h t t p : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=qlToMCt2l9U&feature=channel_video_titl

e 
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Secondary School Games 

A record 680 first and second year pupils 

from all ten secondary schools in Argyll 

and Bute gathered for a celebration of 

sport on Thursday 9th June. It was the 5th 

Argyll and Bute Youth Games held at 

Mossfield Stadium in Oban and was   

sponsored by Purple Rock.  

The event was opened by Kyle Dodds, the 

commonwealth games archer. The pupils 

took part in a variety of sports such as  

athletics, badminton, basketball, football, 

hockey, swimming, rugby, shinty, softball 

and dance. 

The games was part of National School 

Sport Week which took place from the 

6th—10th June  and used the power of the 

Olympics and Paralympic Games to      

inspire pupils across the country to take 

part in a sport.  

The National School Sport Week            

programme is closely aligned to the   

overall aims of active schools—to give 

children and young people the               

opportunity to get involved in sport.  

Spokesperson for Third Sector and      

Communities, Councillor Rory Colville 

opened the games and said, 

―It was great to see so many young      

people there to represent their schools 

and be part of a team.” 
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Kick off summer with football  

in Argyll and Bute 

 

Argyll and Bute Council's Football                

Development team are aiming to get more 

budding footballers active this summer with 

their fantastic programme of activities for 

young people in Argyll and Bute.  This year 

there are even more opportunities to  take 

part as places are available for children from 

3 all the way to 16. 

  

We‘ve also added a brand new course with 

our Argyll and Bute Summer Residential 

Camp for young people aged nine to 

16.  This is a five day intensive residential 

camp where players will be given the 

chance to live the life of a full time youth pro 

footballer and take their skills to the next 

level. 

  

Spokesperson for Third Sector and          

Communities Councillor Rory Colville said, 

 

 ―This is an excellent opportunity for       

anyone interested in developing their     

football skills.  By getting young people   

involved in sport at an early age they are 

more likely to lead a healthier lifestyle as 

adults. I am delighted that the young      

people in Argyll and Bute are being given 

the chance to take part.” 

  

To find out more about what activities are 

happening in your area click here  

 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-

life-and-leisure/football-summer-activity-

programme-2011,  

 

or if you need any further information you 

can contact us by emailing football@argyll-

bute.gov.uk 

or call 01631 

572189. 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/football-summer-activity-programme-2011
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/football-summer-activity-programme-2011
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/community-life-and-leisure/football-summer-activity-programme-2011
mailto:football@argyll-bute.gov.uk
mailto:football@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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Prince’s Trust XL Programme 

 

Lochgilphead High 

School pupils joined 

forces with other      

Argyll and Bute 

schools recently to 

c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r 

achievements on The 

Prince‘s Trust xl      

programme. 

The pupils joined other youngsters from 

Oban High School and Rothesay        

Academy to showcase their work and to 

take part in a certificate presentation    

attended by local dignitaries including 

Lord Provost William Petrie OBE JP and 

Argyll and Bute Council Chief Executive, 

Sally Loudon. 

The day was a celebration for those      

pupils who have, over the last year, 

taken part in their school‘s xl initiative.  

The programme is designed to help 

young people overcome barriers to 

learning, develop skills and re-engage 

with their school and education, allowing 

them to make the most of their time at 

school, boost their motivation and        

develop skills for the world of 

work.   Successful projects included 

Lochgilphead High School, who worked 

on designing and building wooden       

furniture for use in local public parks. 

Scott MacFarlane, Head of Programmes 

at The Prince‘s Trust Scotland, said:  

 

‗The xl celebration day is an excellent 

example of how the programme contin-

ues to assist young people to engage 

positively with education and develop 

the confidence needed for a better 

chance of future success.’ 
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Keills Primary Success at  

Scottish Education Awards 

 

Keills Primary School from Port Askaig on 

the Isle of Islay picked up a prestigious 

award at the Scottish Education Awards 2011. 

 

Staff collected the Numeracy Across     

Learning Award at a glittering award      

ceremony at the Hilton Hotel, Glasgow, in 

recognition of the school‘s integrated         

approach to learning. 

The school has cleverly used technology to 

bring pupils closer to their community, make 

learning more meaningful and increase     

motivation.  As part of this process pupils 

have made their own blogs with GLOW,     

created a school cookbook using an online 

publisher and made a variety of PowerPoint 

presentations to demonstrate their learning 

across different topics.  

Teaching professionals at Keills Primary 

work with the children to identify                 

opportunities to apply new numeracy skills 

across the curriculum and solve real life 

problems.  Children in P4-P5 have been 

working with the school‘s Eco Committee to 

design new flower beds for the school 

grounds.  This involves taking measurements 

and making charts to create scaled 

plans.  Classes must also share responsibility 

for the school tuck shop once a week, which 

gives the children a chance to develop skills 

in handling data, number recognition and 

profit and loss.  

As a result of these initiatives pupils have 

demonstrated greater motivation to learn 

and are enthusiastic about homework.  It has 

also encouraged children to develop      

problem solving skills and to be creative and 

independent thinkers. 

 

EDUCATION 
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"Education in Argyll and Bute is all about 

offering a varied and rich experience to 

pupils.  This award reflects the depth of 

innovative teaching here, and I am thrilled 

that it is coming to Argyll and Bute.‖ 

Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Lifelong Learning, said: 

―With the rollout of Curriculum for Excel-

lence in all schools, this has been a land-

mark year for Scottish education and the 

Scottish Government are committed to its 

ongoing success. But such success would 

not be possible without the work of the 

tens of thousands of excellent teachers 

and support staff, not forgetting the hard-

working pupils in our schools.” 

The Scottish Education Awards, now in 

their tenth year, recognise and reward the 

achievements of dedicated individuals 

who have helped young people fulfil their 

learning potential in Scotland.  The awards 

are open to all publicly funded schools and 

provide the opportunity to showcase the 

hard work and achievements of all educa-

tion staff in Scotland. 

I‘m sure you are all with me in sending a 

huge congratulations to all the staff, pupils 

and parents at Keills Primary School for 

achieving such an accomplishment! 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 

 


