
Childcare Chatter
Issue 54 - December 2018

Argyll & Bute Early Years Service Newsletter
Incorporating Children & Young People Improvement Collaborative

FUNDING FOLLOWS THE CHILD AND THE 
NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR ELC PROVIDERS

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS - BADDEN FARM

Last week Christmas 
Jumper Day was 
celebrated at Badden 
Farm Nursery – to raise 
funds for Save the 
Children.

Our thanks to parents 
and staff for joining in 
all the fun of the day, 
everyone looked very 
festive.

Photo and article 
courtesy of Badden Farm 
Nursery, Lochgilphead
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The Scottish Government has just published the final Funding Follows the Child 
and National Standard FOR ELC Providers in preparation for the expansion to 
1140 hours of funded ELC hours in 2020.

• Principles and Practice
• Operating Guidance
• Frequently Asked Questions

‘Funding Follows the Child and the National Standard: Principles and Practice’ 
sets out the Funding Follows the Child approach, and the National Standard 
underpinning it, which all providers wishing to deliver the funded entitlement 
will have to meet as of August 2020.

The three documents can be downloaded from the Scottish Government’’s 
publications page https://www.gov.scot/publications/?page=4
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PATCHWORK NURSERY

NURSERY RHYMES
 

Patchwork held Christmas craft days on Monday 3rd and Tuesday 4th of December, providing a fun, 
glitter filled parental involvement experience! .  These were both attended well and all children and 
their parents/carers had fun completing a selection of crafts by working together.

We are also continuing our inter generational link with our friends at Ashgrove Our recent play date 
at the home was a great fun filled session with our children teaching the residents their favourite 
games to play!  

Photos and article courtesy of Patchwork Nursery, Dunoon

We fundraised for our local SSPCA and collected blankets and cash for our local 
animal shelter. Brodie and his family  and Lewis helped us drop them off at the 
shelter.

Photos and article courtesy of Nursery Rhymes, Helensburgh
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SOROBA SINGERS

BOOKWEEK AT KIRN ELC

Thank you to everyone who came to our nursery Bookbug gifting sessions this week. 
The children had a great time and were so happy to have their families there. A big 
thank you to Bookbug for joining us.

Photo courtesy of Kirn Primary ELC

Recently we went 
to Tesco to sing our 
Nativity songs and 
some Christmas Carols 
to raise funds for the 
Eadar Glinn comfort 
fund for our friends at 
Eadar Glinn to enjoy 
a special treat at 
Christmas.

Thanks to the Church 
of Scotland Guild, our 
families and the staff 
and shoppers at Tesco 
for having us, we raised 
an amazing £383.15!! 
Thank you so much! 

Photo and article 
courtesy of Soroba 
Young Family Group
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CHILDREN IN NEED

APPLE TREE ELVES

This photo is of some 
of our ELC children 
with their Crazy Hair 
for the BBC Children 
In Need.
Parents and staff 
very much entered 
into the spirit of 
the day with some 
amazing hair styles.
As you can see from 
the photo, the chil-
dren all thought it 
great fun.Photo and article courtesy of 

Badden Farm Nursery, Lochgilphead

Our little elves went on 
adventures recently to 
deliver Christmas cards that 
had been handmade by the 
baby room.  Apple Tree want 
to say a big thank you to all 
the members of the Bute 
community who have helped 
them over the past year.

Photo courtesy of Apple Tree 
Nursery, Rothesay
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TARBERT AFTER SCHOOL
We’ve had a very busy couple of months, which is a great 
complaint to have. 

Some of what we have been up to;

• Marble inking leaves
•  Nature bracelets 
•  Salt dough hand bowls
•  Role play and fancy dress
•  Nature bracelets 
•  Xmas Ginger bread
•  Outdoor fun
•  Xmas painting, card making, wreaths, paper chains 

and decorations

This week we also had our Christmas party which was 
great fun.  It was fantastic to see so many children, it was 
our busiest one yet so a massive thank you to everyone 
who came along and we hope all the kids had a great time.

Photo courtesy of Tarbert ASC

In November, we hosted our early 
years conference in the newly 
refurbished Queen’s Hall, Dunoon. 
The focus of our conference; Who 
Leads the Learning?  Lollipop 
Moments can change hearts, 
minds and lives  was leadership 
at all levels and included speakers 
from the Scottish Social Services 
Council, Education Scotland, the 
Care Inspectorate and the Scottish 
Education Research Association.  
Some of our own ELC Leaders shared 
snapshots of their own leading 
across Argyll and Bute.  Presentations 
from the day can be accessed via 
SALi https://blogs.glowscotland.org.
uk/ab/sali/category/professional-
development/early-years-home/

LOLLIPOP MOMENTS



page 6

 BOOKBUG COMPETITION
You should all now be in receipt of your 
Bookbug Explorer Bags for your three 
year olds.  It’s time to plan and hold 
your innovative and engaging gifting 
event before the end of February 2019 
to be in with a chance of winning £100 
worth of book vouchers for your ELC 
setting!

Please tell us about your Bookbug 
Explorer gifting event and send us 
some photos!

email: earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk

The winner will be announced early in 
March.

Good Luck!

GENDER EQUAL PLAY IN ELC
Children across Scotland are to benefit 
from a drive to promote gender equal play 
in early learning and childcare settings. 
The Care Inspectorate, Scotland’s scrutiny 
and improvement body for early learning 
and childcare services, and Zero Tolerance, 
a charity working to end men’s violence 
against women, have launched a campaign 
to encourage and positively promote gender 
equal play in early years settings.

The Care Inspectorate has published a 
resource aiming to boost awareness of 
the positive benefits of encouraging and 
supporting gender equality from an early 
age.

You can download the document here http://
hub.careinspectorate.com/media/836970/
gender-equal-play-in-early-learning-and-
childcare.pdf
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CHILDMINDING NEWS

Do you want to become a Childminder?

Do you or anyone you know want to become a 
Childminder? If yes is the answer please get in touch 
as we can provide support and guidance with the 
Registration process and a Childminders Start up Grant 
may also be available. 

If you would like any further information or support 
please contact the Early Years Team via 01369 704000 
or earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk and someone will be 
in touch.

FUNDED ELC

A series of meetings are being arranged 
across Argyll and Bute to discuss how 
Childminders can  become involved in 
the delivery of Funded Early Learning 
and Childcare.

‘Save the Date’ notifications will be 
sent shortly, with full details prior 
to the meetings being sent to all 
Registered Childminders in localities

January 2019;
Wed 16th - Lochgilphead
Thursday 17th - Helensburgh
Wednesday 30th - Campbeltown

Dates for Oban and Dunoon have to 
be confirmed.

QUALIFICATIONS

Would you like to work towards a recognised qualification?

The National Standard that was published recently references to Childminders who are 
delivering Funded ELC having a recognised qualification at a similar level to that required 
by a Practitioner, or obtaining the qualification with 5 years.

The following link lists the qualifications that are currently listed for registration by 
Practitioners with the Scottish Social Services Council.

http://www.sssc.uk.com/registration/what-qualifications-do-i-need/find-out-about-qualific
ations?qualified=0&service=children-and-young-people-services&category=practitioner-of-
children-and-young-people-services&role=practitioner-in-a-day-care-of-children-service.

Childminders who deliver Funded ELC will not be required to register with SSSC 
If you would like to discuss qualifications and the funding that will be available to cover the 
costs of the qualification please contact linda.burgar@argyll-bute.gov.uk

ANNUAL RETURNS

The annual returns will be available for services to 
complete from 4 January 2019. The deadline for 
completion is 15 February 2019. More info is available 
here http://www.careinspectorate.com/index.php/
annual-returns
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Twinkle, twinkle Christmas lights
Lighting up December nights.
Red and Yellow, Orange and 

Blue,
Making such a lovely view.

Twinkle, twinkle Christmas lights
Lighting up December nights

RUDOLPH’S CARROT FLAPJACKS

200g butter
100g golden syrup
50g soft lIght brown 
sugar
300g rolled oats
2 grated carrots
zest 1 orange
100g chopped 
apricots
1 tsp cinnamon
50g pumpkin seeds

Heat oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3. Line an 18cm 
square baking tin with greaseproof paper. Melt 
butter, golden syrup and sugar in a large pan. 
Mix in rolled oats, carrots, orange zest, apricots, 
cinnamon and pumpkin seeds. Stir everything 
well, then pack into the prepared tin, pushing 
down firmly. Bake for 40-45 mins, then cool in 
the tin before slicing into 16 squares.

PAPER PLATE ROBIN

You will  need:

2 paper plates
Brown paint
Red and yellow
tissue paper
Wiggle eyes
Glue

Instructions:

Paint the back of the plates brown and leave 
to dry.

Cut one plate in half and staple the two 
halves to the back of the other plate to form 
the wings.

Rip the tissue paper into small pieces and 
scrunch into balls.

Cover a circle in the centre of the body with 
glue and stick on the red tissue paper balls 
to make the breast.

Glue a triangle for the beak and stick on the 
yellow tissue paper balls. Finish with two 
wiggle eyes.

Wendy and the Early Years team 
would like to wish you a very 

Merry Christmas, we are looking 
forward to working with you 

and our wee ones in 2019!


