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FAREWELL ALISON

COWAL COMMUNITY FUN DAY FOR WEE ONES

Supporting Our Wee Ones in Cowal was 
recently held in the Queen’s Hall, Dunoon.  
Representatives from Argyll and Bute Council, 
Live Argyll, Health, Homestart, ELC settings 
and various community groups showcased 
their services on the day.

Over 60 families attended the event and 
enjoyed gymnastic tasters, highland dancing, 
baby massage and Bookbug sessions to name 
a few. 

The feedback following the day has been very 
positive; our wee ones particularly enjoyed 
the visit from their big friend Bookbug.

Photo courtesy of Clyde Cottage Nursery
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Alison MacKenzie, 
our Principal Officer 
started with the 
Early Years team in 
2001.  Throughout 
that time Alison has 
been instrumental 
in implementing all 
the key changes to 
the delivery of early 
years provision in 
Argyll and Bute 
during the last 18 
years.  

We would like to wish her all the very best 
in her retirement and to thank her for her 
valuable contribution to the support she 
has given our wee ones during her career.
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BOOKBUG WEEK

OUTDOOR PLAY TRAINING
 

Save the date for 
Bookbug Week 
13th -19th  May 2019

Bookbug Week 2019 is happening 
between 13-19 May and will be celebrated as 
‘Bookbug's Big Picnic’.

Once again Bookbug will take place across 
Scotland and  everyone will be encouraged
to take part in singing, rhyming and sharing 
stories together over the whole week. 
Families will be invited to take part, whether 
at their local Bookbug Session or at home with friends or online. A whole host of fun story, 
song and rhyme activities for children will be taking place in local libraries and community 
venues, check out our Facebook page for local information. 

For more information on Bookbug week, and to subscribe to the Bookbug e-newsletter visit 
their website: http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/bookbug-sessions/bookbug-
week

Stramash delivered an Out of School Care 
Development Day last month in Inveraray, this 
training was part of this year’s Early Years CPD 
programme.  The full day workshop provided a 
wide variety of ideas, activities and resources 
to facilitate outdoor play. It  included ideas on 
how to make the most of loose parts and create 
temporary structures, and how to create play 
experiences in all types of outdoor spaces. 

Our attendees wrapped up in suitable attire for 
the cold weather and embraced the day.

Photo courtesy of Oban 1st Steps Nursery 
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RHUNAHAORINE OUTDOORS

PATCHWORK NURSERY

Patchwork 2 to 5 Nursery, 
Dunoon are continuing their 
intergenerational link with their 
friends at Ashgrove Care Home. 
A recent play date at the home 
was a great fun filled session 
with the children teaching the 
residents their favourite games 
to play! 

Photo courtesy of Patchwork 2 to 5
Nursery

The weather doesn’t deter the wee ones at Rhunahaorine ELC to 
learn outdoors.

Photos courtesy of Rhunahaorine ELC
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GLEN IOSAL - TOBERMORY ELC

WALKING WITH SOROBA

Connecting socially with our community by playing games, reading stories as well as learning new 
skills such as making different knots with string has helped us form strong bonds with our elderly 
citizens.

Photo and article courtesy of Tobermory ELC

The children of 
Tobermory ELC 
have been enjoying 
visiting the senior 
citizens who reside in 
Glen Iosal Sheltered 
Housing, Tobermory. 
These weekly 
visits have proven 
beneficial to both 
young children and 
the elderly residents.  

The  families from Soroba 
Young Family Group came to-
gether on Sunday 24th March 
to raise funds for the centre. 
They walked from Ganavan to 
Dung, and some friends even 
walked all the way back! This 
was  a long way for those with 
little legs!  The sum raised for 
the centre was £1,374.50, well 
done to all involved.

Photo and article courtesy of 
Soroba Young Family Group, 
Oban
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WORLD BOOK DAY

CARDROSS PLAYGROUP

As part of our 'Light and Dark' backdrop we 
went to do a workshop where we did some 
stargazing, flew out into space and looked 
at Earth, flew through Saturn's ice rings 
and looked for the sun from near Pluto. The 
chorus of 'Wows' we heard throughout the 
workshop and children's accurate answers 
to the presenters questions demonstrated 
just how much our children had learned 
and we’re now extending that learning 
even further. We also had a short time to 
explore the other science exhibits before 
travelling home again. A great outing for 
children, parent helpers and staff too.  

Photo and article courtesy of Cardross Playgroup

Sam’s Childminding 
Services World Book Day 
celebrations! The wee 
ones came in dressed 
as their character (we 
had Stickman, the nurse 
from Zog and a pink 
bunny), they brought 
their favourite books 
and we made our own 
books using a variety of 
mark making materials! 

Article and photo 
courtesy of Sam’s 
Childminding Services
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BOOKBUG GIFTING
The Early Years team recently held a competition on Bookbug Gifting, the winners won book vouchers.  
First prize was awarded to Kirn ELC, Second prize to Patchwork Nursery and the Third prize was awarded 
to Apple Tree Nursery.

Kirn ELC were presented their winning vouchers 
by Tina Sartain.  

All ELC children made an invite to take home 
for their parents/carers to attend their Bookbug 
session. They hosted 3 sessions, each keyworker 
had their own group sessions. In the afternoon 
all children and families were together for the 
gifting. Each child received their Explorer bag 
from Bookbug himself along with their parents 
being part of this.  The books which were read 
were ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ as the session 
had a teddy bear. Their sessions had a fantastic 
amount of family members at them. As a follow 
up from the Bookbug Gifting sessions they also 
took all ELC children in small groups to register 
with the local library, to encourage their parents 
to take them outwith ELC time to the library. 
This has been taken up by many parents.

Patchwork Nursery planned their theme on The 
Penguin book from this years bag.  They decided 
to host their session outdoors (unfortunately 
the ice in the garden had melted away that week 
and it turned out beautifully sunny).  

The children were involved in the planning of the 
gifting session and used the penguin postcard 
from this years bag and created an invitation 
for their parents/carers, which they then posted 
out to those invited.

Remember that Bookbug Week will take place next month from Monday 13th to Friday 17th May.  
Bookbug’s twin is available to hire from Argyll House, Dunoon.  Should you want a visit, please email 
earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk

BOOKBUG GIFTING

If you are looking for ideas on how to effectively gift Bookbug Explorer bags, there is a Gifting Advice 
guide on the Scottish Booktrust’s Bookbug website: http://scottishbooktrust.com/files/sbt_giftinggu-
ide_explorer17_v3_1.pdf

Bookbug Explorer bags will be delivered to your settings for your new three year old children (starting 
from August this year) after the summer holidays.
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CHILDMINDING NEWS
Funded Early Learning and Childcare (ELC)

Currently Argyll and Bute have 79 registered Childminding Services (1st March 2019).
We are very pleased to say we now have 16 Childminding Services who will be in a 
position to offer Funded ELC to our 3 and 4 year old children. We are anticipating 
more profiles of ELC to be submitted following the productive recent Childminders 
Network Meetings. If you were unable to attend and want further information please 
contact the Early Years Admin Team who will pass your name onto a member of the 
Early Years Team: earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

As we move towards 2020, new contracts will be issued and any Childminder who 
wishes to remain as either a Partner Childminder and/or a Community Childminder, 
will be required to submit either a Profile of ELC or a Profile of Care and Welfare.
Information will be sent to current Partner and Community Childminders, again if you 
have any questions please contact Early Years.

The Profile of ELC will cover Community Childminders who wish to also provide Funded 
ELC and remain as a Community Childminder.

Continuing Professional Development

There are several very useful resources for childminders to access:
‘Your Childminding Journey’ http://www.childmindingjourney.scot/
This is an excellent resource for childminders to use. The resource was developed by 
the Care Inspectorate and supports the self-evaluation of your service.

The Knowledge Hub http://hub.careinspectorate.com/ 
If you put childminders into the search header lots of very interesting resources are 
available that will support the development and improvement of your service.

The Scottish Childminding Association (SCMA) and Care and Learning Alliance (CALA) 
Both organisations  provide e-learning courses which you can access at a time and pace 
to suit you. All course content is based on current national policy and guidance. 

https://www.childminding.org/ 
www.calae-learning.co.uk
www.careandlearningalliance.co.uk
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SAUSAGE & COURGETTE KEBABS

Your wee ones can make their own dinner and 
have fun threading these skewers.  This would be 
good to develop their fine motor skills.

You will need;

2 thin courgettes or 1 fat one, cut into quarters 
lengthways
1/2 red, yellow or orange pepper, cut into fat strips
3 chipolata sausages
8 cherry tomatoes
a little oil, for brushing

Ask your grown-up helper to turn the oven to 
200C/ 180C fan/gas 6. Cut the courgettes and 
peppers into chunks with a knife or scissors (or ask 
your grown-up).

Cut each sausage into 3 or 4 pieces with your 
scissors (or ask your grown-up to do this).

Push the wooden sticks through the cherry 
tomatoes, peppers, courgettes and pieces of 
sausage in any order, making sure the pointy end 
is facing away from you.

You could use vegan or vegatarian options for 
your kebabs or just use vegetables.

Brush your skewers with olive oil and put in a 
baking dish. Ask your grown-up helper to put them 
in the oven for 20 mins or until the veg are soft and 
the sausage cooked.

CONTAINER AND LID PLAY 
INVITATION

What you’ll need: Various containers and bottles, plus 
their lids and caps. Go for variety in colour and shape 
here, if possible! You can present the containers 
separate from their lids for this one, but you can 
present it however you like.

What you might expect to see: Your toddler might try 
matching the lids with the containers; they may try 
stacking the containers in tower formations; they may 
pretend to eat or drink from the containers; or they 
might fill them with objects from around the house.

YOUR BEST

If you always try your best
Then you’ll never have to wonder
About what you could have done

If you’d summoned all your thunder

And if your best
Was not as good

As you hoped it would be,
You still could say,

“I gave today
All that I had in me.”


