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WHO LEADS THE LEARNING?

CONGRATULATIONS PATCHWORK
Paula Cooney and Alexis Ritchie from Patchwork 
2-5 Nursery attended the Third Sector Interface 
Volunteer of the Year Awards in Helensburgh 
on Friday 7th of September.  Patchwork was 
nominated by a parent for Inter-generational 
project of the year for their excellent link with 
Ashgrove Care Home and they won! They were 
presented the award by Peter McDill a TSI trustee.

The Manager of Ashgrove said ‘Our residents 
absolutely love visiting our friends at Patchwork 
and they love it when the kids come to us!  It 
really makes our residents’ day when they see the 
children coming. Their songs, laughter and smiles 
make a huge difference to our residents many 
of whom suffer with dementia or a life limiting 
condition.”

Photo and article courtesy of Patchwork Nursery

WHO LEADS THE LEARNING?
LOLLIPOP MOMENTS CAN CHANGE HEARTS, MINDS AND LIVES

Don’t leave it too late to book a place at our Early Years 
Conference; Thursday 8th November 2018 in the Queen’s Hall, 
Dunoon.  Contact Sheena Stewart for more information sheena.
stewart@argyll-bute.gov.uk Tel: 01369 708517.
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WHAT MATTERS TO ME IN ELC?

COWAL TRANSITION EVENT
 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar was the theme for the Cowal P1 Transition Event held in Dunoon 
Grammar School last month.  With all Cowal ELCs represented, our P1 children, accompanied 
by the ir parents/carers, enjoyed spending time once again with their nursery teachers while 
engaging in the workstations set up; creating with play-dough and drawing.

‘What matters to you?’ day took place this year on Wednesday 6th June 2018.  The day aims to 
encourage and support more meaningful conversations between people who provide health and 
social care and the people, families and carers who receive health.

Last year the early years service secured promotional resources (badges, posters, pens) and 
designed a template on ‘What Matters to Me in ELC’.  The children at Clyde Cottage Nursery took 
part and drew what matters to them in nursery.

This year the children from Rothesay Joint Campus and Apple Tree Nursery (also Rothesay) took 
part.  The drawings they created were wonderful!

Maureen Shaw (Rothesay JC, photo below) told us that the children had a great day and the 
chatter continued at home time with mums and dads.



.
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STRAMASH - MINISTERIAL VISIT

WILD THINGS!

Late summer this year, 
some of our early years 
Practitioners were trained on 

bespoke Outdoor Learning; Wild 
Things!  The course covered the 
essential knowledge and practical 
skills to provide the participants 
to be inspiring leaders of outdoor 
learning activities in an ELC 
setting.  Accredited in NCFE as a 
Level 3 Award,  on completion, our 
students were presented with a 
certificate of achievement.  During 
the 7-days our students learned 
the legal roles and requirements 
of leading outdoor learning 
sessions with ELC children in a 
woodland environment.  

Pictured with Holly (trainer) are; Julie McPhee, Carol-
anne Dooley, Emma Liddell Roy, Jan Sutcliffe, Emma 
Penman, Lisa Bulloch, Jessica Smeaton, Louise Macrae 
and Frances Maclean.

Children’s Minister Maree Todd visited Stramash 
Outdoor Nursery in Oban recently.  In her visit 
to Stramash Oban, the Minister met a range 

of childcare representatives and parents during the 
visit and discussed how to provide a high quality, 
outdoors care and learning experience for more 
Scottish children.

Ms Todd said “It’s been an absolute pleasure to visit 
Stramash today and to see the children so full of 
fun and obviously enjoying the outdoors. We know 
playing and learning outdoors improves mental 
wellbeing, health and fitness, confidence levels and 
resilience and we saw lots of that in action here 
today. We believe that the almost doubling of funded 
hours by 2020 provides a fantastic opportunity for us 
to redefine the way that early learning and childcare 
is delivered in Scotland, with a real focus on outdoor 
play.”
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BEACHES; BADDEN FARM

Our ‘big’ ELC children on their beach outing  - our traditional outing for the children leaving us and 
moving onto their Primary schools.   A really lovely sunny breezy day complete with a tasty picnic 
lunch – and no midges!

Photo courtesy of Badden Farm Nursery, Lochgilphead

BEST START GRANT
Best start grant will replace Sure Start maternity grant in Scotland, providing financial assistance for low income families 
with maternity expenses and with costs as children reach nursery and school age.  

Best start grant will be made up of three separate grants. Unless you're under age 18, or under 20 in some cases, you'll 
need to get certain benefits to qualify.

     •  Pregnancy and baby grant. You might get this if you’re pregnant or have a new baby, or if you’re adopting or become
         responsible for a child under age one. 
    •  Nursery and early learning grant. You might get this once your child reaches age two.
    •  School-age grant. You might get this once your child is around age five

If you're aged under 18, or aged 18 or 19 and someone else is claiming child benefit, child tax credit or universal credit for 
you, you'll be eligible for best start grant regardless of income.

Otherwise, you'll be eligible for best start grant if you or your partner get any of the following benefits:
•Universal credit •Income support •Income-based jobseeker’s allowance •Income-related employment and support 
allowance •Pension credit •Housing benefit •Child tax credit •Working tax credit

The maternity and new-baby grant will be £600 for a first baby and £300 for a new baby if you have older children living 
with you. There will be an extra £300 if you have a multiple birth.  The nursery and early learning grant will be £250 per 
child.  The school-age grant will be £250 per child.

The exact date for the introduction of best start grant has not been set yet, but the Scottish Government announced in its 
Programme for Government that it will make the first Best Start Pregnancy and Baby Grant payments before Christmas 
2018. You'll apply to Social Security Scotland.  Before then, you can claim Sure Start maternity grant from the Department 
for Work and Pensions.
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COWAL SUMMER ACTIVITIES
Families in Dunoon enjoyed a summer of free activities with their children; these were facilitated and 
hosted by Argyll and Bute Early Years and NHS staff.  The activities, which ran during July included 
Messy Play (in partnership with Cowal Gaelic Parent and Toddler Group), Bookbug sessions (The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar theme) and Beach Activities Fun Mornings (photos below).  The activities 
were well attended by children and their families and the weather, as you can see, was very kind 
this year.

Parents, carers, local people and our wee ones came together during the summer as Cairndow 
Community Childcare celebrated breaking the ground for the construction of the new Cairndow 
Early Learning and Family Centre.  The centre will move from their current premises within the 
Village Hall when the building is complete and it is hoped that the facility will become a hub for the 
local community.

BREAKING GROUND
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 BOOKBUG COMPETITION
Win £100 worth of book vouchers for 
your ELC setting!

We are holding a competition, please 
tell us about your Bookbug Explorer 
gifting event to be in with a chance of 
winning £100 worth of book vouchers.

Bookbug Explorer Bags will be 
delivered to every ELC setting between 
September and December this year 
so start planning now.  Hold your 
innovative and engaging gifting event 
before the end of February 2019 and 
tell us about it to be in with a chance of 
winning.

email: earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk

SSSC
Have you checked the SSSC website recently http://www.sssc.uk.com?  If not you should.

The website is where you can find out all the latest news and information including - Codes of Practice, 
latest information about Registration and Renewal of Registration, latest news and information about 
Career Pathways and a very helpful Learning Zone, which includes information about Child Development, 
Mentoring for Early Learning and Childcare services, observing children, Step into Leadership and examples 
of leadership in Practice across a range of services including childminding and daycare.  MySSSC is a secure 
site from the Scottish Social Services Council (SSSC). MySSSC can be used by people who want to apply for 
registration with the SSSC, people already registered with the SSSC, employers and universities.

Some of the things you can use your MySSSC account for would be applying for registration, viewing 
registration details, telling us about changes to the information we hold and paying fees.  It is essential 
that all staff ensure their details are correct on MySSSC , i.e. email, home address, location of work etc. 
and they note when their Renewal fee is due, Mangers also should ensure that all staff have renewed their  
registration. 

Newly Recruited Staff

Please remember that all newly recruited staff should complete the Registration process if they are not 
already registered as soon as they are offered a position

PLEASE TAKE a LOOK; if you have any questions please get in touch, Alison MacKenzie, Principal Officer 
Early Years
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CHILDMINDING NEWS

Funded Early Learning and Childcare (ELC)

As the Early Years Team are progressing with the Phasing of 1140 hours of Funded Early Learning and Childcare 
(ELC) we have been encourage by the willingness of Childminders to become part of the process. 

A member of the Early Years Team will be in touch directly with Childminders in an area when Phasing for that 
area is being planned to discuss with them the expectations of delivering Funded ELC for children aged 3 and 
4 years. If after the initial discussions you wish to become involved and you have Care Inspectorate Grades of 
4 or above you will be asked to complete a Profile of Early Learning and Childcare. This will be returned to the 
Early Years Team, they will then review the Profile and previous Care Inspectorate Inspection Reports before 
agreeing if you should be Commissioned to provide Funded ELC.  The Commissioning Team will then be in touch 
to issue you with a Contract or amend an existing Contract if you are a Community and or Partner Childminder .

The Early Years Admin Team will then contact you to ensure you are aware of the payment mechanism and 
how the childrens hours are recorded.

Should a Parent/Carer wish their child to access all or some of the Funded 1140 hrs ELC with you they will obtain 
a Registration form from the Early Years Team, this will be explained to the Parents/ Carers at local Information 
Sessions. You should not start the funded ELC until you have written confirmation from the Early Years Team 
for a child. 

Childminders who are delivering Funded ELC will be visited by a member of the Early Years Team to support the 
delivery of a quality ELC service and to assist with any issues that may arise.

GDPR

The Information Commissioner Office has produced a very 
useful information sheet for Childminders to ensure your 
Service is compliant with the new Legislation.  The sheet 
can be accessed via the Scottish Childminding Associations 
(SCMA) web site https://www.childminding.org/news/
gdpr-guidance-from-the-ico-for-childminders

Scottish Social Service Council (SSSC)

Childminders are not required to register with the SSSC but 
their web page provides a great source of information for 
childminders, especially the Learning resources Section, 
well worth a look http://www.sssc.uk.com/ . The codes of 
Practice are also available here if you do not have a hard 
copy, as remember these are very relevant to your service.

Care Inspectorate 

Have you seen the most recent 
document? ‘Animal Magic’ it has 
the National Care Standards and 
GIRFEC linked throughout the 
document. Previous documents 
My Creative Journey only 
has GIRFEC linked in https://
h u b . c a r e i n s p e c t o r a t e . c o m /
media/761407/animal-magic.pdf 

The Care Inspectorate will expect 
you to be becoming familiar with 
the new NCS and be actively 
making use of the online resources 
Your Childminding Journey http://
www.childmindingjourney.scot/

The Early Years Team would like to welcome our newly registered Childminders and thank those who have 
left to pursue new careers after supporting children and their families for many years across Argyll and Bute. 
Please remember we are here to support you in the invaluable work you do, so please do not hesitate to call 
or email and someone will get back to you.
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Autumn is Here

Autumn leaves, red, gold and brown
Falling, swirling, drifting down

Prickly conkers cracking, popping,
Branches snap and acorns dropping.

Picking pumpkins, juicy apples too
Gathering blackberries in hedgerow for you.

Foggy mornings; damp, cold and grey
Nature’s blanket, clouding the day.

Swallows gather swooping up high,
Off they go, how far do they fly?

Shorter days, frosty and wet
Winter’s round the corner, but not quite yet.

Juicy Lucy Pudding

350g packet frozen fruits of the 
forest, defrosted
3 tbsp light muscovado sugar
4 tbsp no added sugar wild 
blueberry jam
6 medium sized ripe pears, peeled, 
quartered and cored
50g fresh white breadcrumb
25g butter, melted

Preheat the oven to 190C/gas 5/ fan 
170C. Mix the fruits of the forest 
in a large bowl with the sugar and 
jam, then add the pears and toss 
to mix. Tip into a deep baking dish 
measuring about 18x28cm, cover 
with foil and roast in the oven for 
20 minutes. Pierce a pear or two to 
see if they are really tender; if not, 
return dish to the oven for another 
5 minutes or until they feel soft.

Mix breadcrumbs with the butter 
and scatter over the fruit. Bake 
uncovered in the oven for 10-15 
minutes or until golden and crispy. 
Serve hot.

You will need:

Autumn leaves
Paper
Glue
Pens

Instructions:

Press your leaves for a couple of days by 
slipping them between sheets of newspaper 
under a heavy book.

Arrange your leaves on paper and glue in 
place, and add any further decoration you 
like with pens, crayons or pencils. You could 
also use glitter or even stickers to make your 
autumn collage special and original.


