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HAPPY 50TH CHILDCARE CHATTER!
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Incorporating Children & Young People Improvement Collaborative

Early Years CPD Catalogue

You should now be in receipt 
of the Early Years CPD Course 
Catalogue for 2017/2018.

Courses this year include 
Early Years PE, Music, Literacy 
and Messy Maths. We are 
also delighted to welcome 
Mindstretchers to Inveraray as 
they deliver training on Whittling 
Wood (for both nursery and out 
of school care settings).  We are 
continuing to offer e-learning 
modules and have added a 
few extra ones to this years 
catalogue.  You can access the 
course catalogue on SALi https://
blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/
ab/sali/category/professional-
development/early-years-home/

The Childcare Chatter has provided 
very useful information to the Early Years and Out of 
School Care Sectors since September 2001. 

This edition is the 50th edition and is as exciting and 
relevant as the first edition.  Sheena Stewart does a 
wonderful job in collating informative articles and useful 
information and I would like to give my thanks to all of 
you who have contributed over the years to make this 
possible,  I am sure you all look forward to each edition 
as much as I do.  So well done and here’s to the next 50 
editions.

Anne Paterson, Acting Head of Service: Education
(photo is first edition - September 2001)

For more information or to book a 
place on any of the courses contact 
Sheena Stewart 01369 708517.
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ELC EXPANSION - 1140 HOURS
As you will be aware, the 
Scottish Government 
published ‘A Blueprint for 
2020; The Expansion of Early 
Learning and Childcare in 
Scotland http://www.gov.
scot/Resource/0051/00515637.
pdf in March 2017. Members 
of the  Argyll and Bute Early 
Years Service have started 
to prepare the Delivery Plan 
and Financial Template which 
has to be submitted to the 
Scottish Government by 29th 
September 2017 in line with the 
guidance that has been issued.  
The draft delivery plan will be 
made available shortly and this 
will help us move forward with 
the transformational change.  
Initial meetings with services 
have taken place and further  
discussions are planned across 
the Authority;

6th Sept - Helensburgh
12th Sept - Lochgilphead
13th Sept - Oban
15th Sept - Bute
4th October - Cowal

Childminder Network meetings 
are planned during November;

13th Nov - Oban
15th Nov - Dunoon
20th Nov - Helensburgh
23rd Nov - Campbeltown
25th Nov - Inveraray 

Dialogue and planning will be 
ongoing as we move forward 
with phasing in of the increased 
hours.  The phasing will be 
linked to SIMD and distance 
from wraparound childcare 
service.

The infrastructure to allow for 
the expansion is also being 
supported by colleagues in 

Property and Customer Services 
as planning progresses, all of 
this is dependant upon Scottish 
Government Funding.  

The results of the Parents/
Carers Consultation (see 
article below) will be discussed 
at future meetings within 
localities to ensure we are 
achieving the four main themes 
of the expansion.

• Quality
• Flexible
• Accessible
• Affordable

Should you require any further 
information, please do not 
hesitate to contact Alison 
MacKenzie alison.mackenzie@
argyll-bute.gov.uk

A consultation for residents in Argyll and Bute 
was launched on Monday 4th September; 
the responses of which will be analysed by 
postcode area. The Early Years Service would 
be grateful if you would help  by completing 
the questionnaire.  Even if you feel this does 
not currently apply to you, your views will help 
shape future services for children and families 
across Argyll and Bute.

The questionnaire is available for completion at 
the following link: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/HCFXQS3 

Alternatively please contact the Early Years 
Service if you would like to request a paper 
copy, telephone: 01369708503/8563



.
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SPACE TO GROW
The Scottish Government in partnership with 
the Care Inspectorate and Scottish Futures 
Trust have produced guidance designed to 
maximise positive experiences for children 
and improve the quality of care and learning 
by helping to make early learning and 
childcare (ELC) and out of school care (OSC) 
services the best they can be in terms of 
design. The guidance will act as a tool for 
providers, planners and architects when 
planning new and/or refurbishing existing 
early learning and childcare and out of school 
care services.

Published in June 2017, You can download 
it here http://hub.careinspectorate.com/
media/549001/space-to-grow.pdf

MISS PATERSON’S SURPRISE WEDDING
We wanted to celebrate Miss Paterson becoming Mrs Rennie.  
We organised a party for her.  We invited her husband to be Mr 
Rennie and she didn’t suspect a thing!

We had to write lots of signs, design decorations and cut 
confetti.  So many things for our hands to do!  We decorated 
the Early Level class and our outdoor classroom.  Mrs Paterson 
stole her to ‘do a job’ in the morning so she wouldn’t find out.  
We needed to work well together and it took lots of teamwork!  
When she came in we shouted ‘Surprise’ and she was super 
surprised when Mr Rennie came in.  We were dressed in 
our best party clothes.  We felt special too.  They sat on our 
stage and we made special seats for them.  The big boys and 
girls played their instruments.  We had a first dance for Miss 
Paterson and Mr Rennie.  We sang ‘All for Mhairi’s Wedding’ 
and they had to kiss each other!  We all laughed.  Then we all 
danced.  It was great fun.  We had party food and they had to 
cut the cake we made.  We made a gigantic card for them and 
on her real wedding she let all her visitors see our writing.  The 
big boys and girls sent telegrams and they wished that she had 
the biggest sparkiest dress, ring and shoes.  One boy wrote 
that he hoped Mr Rennie would say ‘yes’ and that Mr Paterson 
wouldn’t cry too much seeing his little girl getting married.  
We laughed at the boy who hoped the jam in the cake was 
raspberry and not strawberry because that tastes disgusting!  
It was great fun getting all the boys and girls to help.

The best bit of the afternoon was when we threw confetti over Miss Paterson and Mr Rennie.  We love the picture of 
them and we still laugh.  We did not realise how many skills we had to use organising a surprise wedding.  It was hard 
work but it was worth it because Mrs Rennie stills tells us it was an amazing day and she felt very special.  We think we 
made them happy.
                                                                                            Article and photo courtesy of Tarbert Primary Pupils and their Teacher
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EARLY YEARS CONFERENCE

BADDEN FARM NURSERY
The attached photo is of 
our Messy/Sensory Play 
afternoon for the under 
3’s with our parents and 
grandparents, which is 
always very popular with 
our families and the staff! 
With a lovely mixture of sun 
to warm us, and wind to 
keep the midges at bay, the 
children had a wonderful 
messy time.

Photo and article courtesy 
of manager, Badden Farm 
Nursery Lochgilphead

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star!  Promoting 
Wellbeing and Building Resilience in 
Argyll and Bute.  

This year’s early years conference will be 
held  in the Three Villages Hall, Arrochar.

Following the screening across Scotland of 
the acclaimed film, RESILIENCE, this year’s 
Early Years Conference will focus on the 
impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences 
on wellbeing and attainment.

Among other keynote speakers we will 
screen RESILIENCE and there will be a 
follow up discussion with Tina Henry from 
Reattachment.

This is a full day conference, lunch will be 
provided and all places must be booked.
sheena.stewart@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
Tel: 01369 708517

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday 2nd November 2017
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RAINBOW CHILDCARE

STRACHUR PRIMARY ELC

With the new term we wanted to get to know the 
children and also we have a new staff team, so we 
wanted to get to know them too. We sent the children 
home with a bag and instructions and asked the children 
to:- fill the bag with 3 things that you can use to tell the 
group about yourselves (only 3 things, no more, no 
less).

• The objects have to fit inside the bag
• Decorate the bag if you wish
• Bring back the bag tomorrow and be ready to 

share with our group

Every child came back with 3 objects and were all so 
excited to share their items with the ladies and their 
friends.  A lot of our parents commented on what a 
fantastic idea they thought it was and were keen to 
receive feedback on how their child spoke at group 
time.  
             
Photo and article courtesy of Rainbow Childcare, Oban

In this photo, Mrs Leyland, our 
Early Years  Teacher is with our Pre-
5 children, participating in Forest 
School. The children will participate in a 
session per week to help develop their 
physical, social and communication 
skills and increase self-confidence, 
motivation and concentration.

The focus for the sessions will be 
literacy and the children will hear 
simple stories and be encouraged to 
make up their own stories.

Photo and article courtesy of Strachur 
ELC
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KIRN WELCOMES DUNOON
Kirn ELC would like to 
welcome the staff and 
children from Dunoon 
Primary to our setting. 
They have all settled in well 
and are busy making new 
friends. They will be with 
us for the next two years 
while their nursery is being 
built and we look forward 
to working together as one 
big team during this time. 
We are learning how to be 
good friends with “Twiggle 
the Turtle” from the PAThS 
pack.

Article and photo courtesy 
of Kirn ELC

CRAIGNISH ELC

Craignish new build Early Learning and Childcare opened its doors to their nursery children at the start 
of the new term.  All involved worked tirelessly emptying boxes and building the new furniture and 
resources.  Photographs (courtesy of the school) show before and after – new beginnings , exciting 
environments for Early Learning and Childcare.
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SOROBA YOUNG FAMILY GROUP

PLAY TALK READ

The Play Talk Read 
bus is coming back 
to Argyll and Bute 

this Autumn.  Bessie 
will be stopping at 
Helensburgh, Dunoon, 
Campbeltown, Oban 
and Rothesay.  

Make sure you share the 
word with your parents 
and carers so they can 
enjoy all the activities 
on-board with their wee 
ones during the tour in 
October.  More details re locations to follow - look out for these on 

our Early Years Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/argyllandbuteearlyyears/

We are now entering our 3rd year of partnership with Edar Glinn.  Over this time 
many children have moved on to school, and sadly some residents have left us 
too.   There are still lots of familiar faces though when we go to visit and we are 
always welcomed with smiles and happiness from the residents.

We visit every Wednesday with a small group of around 8 children and they attend 
for 4 week blocks to enable them to have time to build confidence and relation-
ships with the residents rather than a weekly basis. Each week we take an activity 
to share with the residents and lots of them are very happy to join in with us if 
they can.  We also share a group time story, and they love nothing more to sing 
along with us, sometimes teaching us new songs or new verses of familiar songs.
When we have any special occasions, we invite our friends from Edar Glinn and 
some are able to attend.  They have joined us for Graduation, Nativity, Christmas 
Party, MacMillan Coffee Morning and the celebration of our new garden opening.
Each year we go in full costume and perform our Nativity and Graduation, so 
those who are not fit to join us on the day do not miss out.

The children become confident quickly in their interactions with the residents and 
really enjoy their visits.   They have learned that this is the residents home, and 
that we should be respectful of that, as some of them may be asleep in the chair 
when we visit, or still in bed. So they know to be quiet, have very good listening 
ears and to follow our nursery rules to ensure their very best behaviour, and they 
do this very well.

We are very proud of our children and can see the benefit this partnership has 
brought to children residents and staff. Our new group are on their 3rd visit this 
week and are already feeling quite at home. Photo and article courtesy of the Manager, 

Soroba Young Family Group, Oban
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BOOKBUG NEWS
10 years of Songs, Stories and Rhymes in Argyll & Bute 

Argyll & Bute’s Early Years Service is celebrating 10 years of working in partnership with the Scottish Book 
Trust to deliver regular Bookbug Sessions across the Local Authority . The aim is to install music and books 
at the heart of the parent & child relationship at home, promoting bonding and attachment, while raising 
awareness of the positive links between singing & rhyming with early literacy skills and many other areas of 
child development.  The first sessions started back in 2007 with the UK wide Bookstart Rhymetime programme 
which developed into our own Scottish Bookbug Early Years Programme in 2010. In addition to the many 
positive benefits for young children’s learning & development, it is one of the most enjoyable and sustainable 
initiatives in Argyll & Bute and our Bookbug Session numbers continue to increase year on year.
The Bookbug Early Years Programme in Argyll & Bute includes:

• The gifting of free book bags to all children at 4 key intervention points -  as babies , toddlers, in ELC 
and in Primary 1

• Free Bookbug Sessions in every local area
• Bookbug’s Library Challenge
• Bookbug for the Home
• Local training for Bookbug Session Leaders
• Gaelic Bookbug
• Bookbug for Transition

Last year in Argyll & Bute we delivered:
1151 Bookbug Sessions, attended by 9330 adults and 12,252 children
Including 249 Gaelic Bookbug Sessions, attended by 1236 adults and 2199 children.

Huge thanks to our committed Early Years staff and our partners in Health, Library Services and the Third 
Sector who make it all possible each week with their continued commitment and infectious enthusiasm - 
here’s to the next 10 years!

Linda Burgar - Bookbug Coordinator

Marc Lambert, CEO at Scottish Book Trust said:

“We are absolutely delighted that the Early years Team and partners in Argyll and Bute are celebrating 10 
years of working with Scottish Book Trust to bring stories, songs and rhyme to families across the area.  
We are so proud of everything that this partnership has achieved in supporting children’s development by 
building confidence, self-expression, language, communication skills and much more.  Thank you to
everyone in Argyll and Bute who continues to make Bookbug a success”
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APPLE TREE

CLYDE COTTAGE - SUMMER FUN

The wee ones at Clyde Cottage Nursery, Dunoon, 
enjoyed some summer fun activities on the beach 
on their recent trip to Ardentinny.

Photos courtesy of Clyde Cottage Nursery

One of Apple Tree’s groups enjoyed a recent visit to a local bookstore, Print Point, Rothesay to 
look at books to find interesting information. The children looked at a story book, an atlas, a 
children's word book and a book about dinosaurs. 

Photos courtesy of Apple Tree Nursery
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BABY BOXES

ROAD SAFETY WEEK

All babies born in Scotland from 
15th August 2017 will be gifted 
a Baby Box aimed at tackling 
inequality and promoting health for 
all our youngest children. 
 
It is packed full of all the essential 
items your baby will need such as 
clothes, nappies and books.  Not 
only is the box full of baby essentials 
from birth to 6 months, it’s also a 
safe and comfortable place for your 
wee ones to sleep.  You can use it to 
keep all your baby items in before 
they’re born and as a memory box 
or a place to store toys once they’re 
too big to sleep in it.   

It’s been designed so that you can pop your baby’s name and birth details on the lid - and if you have a toddler 
or older child, they can even colour it in. 
 
New mums should sign up for their baby box by contacting their midwife.

For more information on Baby Boxes visit the Parent Club website http://www.parentclub.scot/baby-box 

It also provides a focal point for professionals working in road safety to boost awareness and 
engagement in their work.

Making the event fun is also important to help get the message across.  You could, in your settings, 
make traffic light biscuits, dress up in brightly coloured clothes, play games like traffic light tag or 
have a snail race to raise awareness of speed. 

For more ideas and to sign up for your free action pack visit the Road Safety Week website http://
www.roadsafetyweek.org.uk/action-pack

Road Safety Week aims to inspire 
thousands of schools, organisations and 
communities to take action on road safety 
and promote life-saving messages during 
the Week and beyond. 



Linda Ross, Community Childminder in 
Helensburgh is leaving Childminding 
and joining the Social Work team. She 

leaves with our good wishes and heartfelt 
thanks for all the good care and support she 
has given families in the last 9 years. 

Leanne Fraser, Community Childminder 
in Kilcreggan is leaving the area after 
16 years of giving children and families 

wonderful support. She will be missed and 
our thanks and good wishes for her future 
go with her. 

Linda Morrison, Early Years Service
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CHILDMINDERS PAGE

Children at Childminder Leanne 
Fraser’s house enjoy their ‘Singing 
Window’. The pictures are just 

coloured in and laminated then blue 
tacked onto the window so the children 
can remove them as they are singing 
about the characters for each song. 

This is great idea to pass on to others and 
doesn’t cost much to make.

Thank you Leanne (Kilcreggan)

Children with Julie, 
Community Childminder, 
Helensburgh, having a 
lovely time dressing up 
and celebrating a second 
birthday together.

Photos courtesy of Julie 
Stirk

The Community Childminding service celebrates 
16 years of giving support to families with 
very young children. Some of our ladies and 
gentlemen have been Community Childminders 
for that time and the help and encouragement 
they have given to both children and parents has 
been invaluable and has really made a difference. 

As the Childcare Chatter also celebrates it’s 50th 
edition, it’s a good opportunity to thank Sheena 
for all her hard work editing this excellent 
booklet. It’s also an opportunity to thank the 
Community Childminding Team for their fantastic 
commitment. 

If you are interested in Community Childminding 
please call me, Linda Morrison on 01546-604347 
or 07917-211-835 Email linda.morrison@argyll-
bute.gov.uk 
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PUMPKIN PAPER CRAFT

You will need;

Orange paper or thin orange card
Green paper or thin green card
Brown paper or thin brown card
Stapler and staples
String for hanging
Scissors or paper cutter

Cut a piece of paper into 1 inch strips.
Cut the one inch strips into the following 
lengths: 11 inches (x2), 9 inches (x2), 7 inches 
(x2) and 6 inches (x1).One piece of paper 
creates one pumpkin.  To put together 
you want to have the 6 inch one in the middle 
and then sandwich out from smallest to 
largest. Make sure the top is flush and put in 
a staple.  Then line up the other end flush and 
staple.

IN AUTUMN

They’re coming down in showers
These leaves all gold and red;

They’re covering the little flowers,
and tucking them in bed.

They’ve spread a fairy carpet 
All up and down the street;

And when we skip along to school
They rustle beneath our feet.

HEALTHY BITES TODDLERS CAN MAKE

You will need:

• 2 cups rolled oats
• 1/2 cup sultanas
• 1/3 cup cranberries
• 1 tsp marmalade or orange peel 
 (optional)
• 1/2 cup apple sauce     
  

What you need to do:

Put all the ingredients into a bowl and mix well.

Roll into small balls.

Bake for 10 minutes or until golden brown 
(180 C or 356 F).


