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CLYDE COTTAGE CHRISTMAS

The children at Clyde Cottage Nursery, Dunoon recently entertained their parents, 
grandparents, families and friends at their annual Christmas concert. 

Photograph courtesy of Clyde Cottage Nursery 
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A Blueprint for 2020: Expansion of Early Learning and 
Childcare in Scotland Consultation  sets the direction for the 
transformation of early learning and  childcare (ELC) provision 
in Scotland.  It sets out the key policy principles that will 
underpin the expansion and our aspirations for how the ELC 
sector will look and operate in 2020. 

The ELC Blueprint 2020 consultation document invites interested 
parties to give their views on the direction for the transformation 
of future ELC provision in Scotland.  It is really important that 
you share your views so respond online at https://consult.
scotland.gov.uk/creating-positive-futures/expansion-of-early-
learning-and-childcare/ by 9th January 2017.

Argyll & Bute Early Years Service Newsletter
Incorporating Children & Young People Improvement Collaborative



KIRN ELC VISIT SCHOOL SITE
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BADDEN FARM NURSERY

Badden Farm’s photo 
shows some of their 
babies and toddlers out 

on their sponsored ‘Toddle 
Waddle’ with their Mums and 
Grandparents to raise money 
for Children In Need.

The toddlers and babies 
managed to walk around the 
circumference of the nursery 
grounds, collecting their 
Pudsey Bear pictures as they 
went. 

This was followed by juice and Pudsey Bear cakes for all on completion of their walk.

Together with the pre five children, who had a lovely Cake and Juice Morning for their parents , the 
nursery has raised £775 which is an amazing amount for this fantastic charity. 

A huge thank you to all involved for their wonder support.

Article and photo courtesy of Badden Farm Nursery, Lochgilphead

The Contractor building 
the new Kirn Primary 

School, Morrisons, invited 
the nursery children to 
visit the site to see their  
progress.  Whilst there, the 
pupils helped plant bulbs at 
the front of the Site Office.  
Thank you to Morrisons 
for giving the pupils of 
Kirn Early Learning and 
Childcare the opportunity 
to be involved in this 
exciting project.

Photo and article courtesy of Kirn ELC



LITTLE LEARNERS’ OUTDOORS
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PARK PRIMARY ELC

Little Learners’ Nursery  continue to enjoy fun outdoor activities in the forest and on the 
beach.  This ranges from problem solving, risk and being safe, and lots of fresh air. Little 

Learners’ Nursery is out every day with all age groups, no matter what the weather. They 
then return to the nursery for a hot lunch or hot snack.

Article and photos courtesy of Little Learners’ Nursery, Oban

The children at Park ELC asked  
many questions after listening 
to The Lighthouse Keeper's 

Lunch story. Two of the children are 
from Kerrera and were able to share 
their knowledge about lighthouses. 
The children made a junk model of a 
lighthouse. They prepared their own 
picnic which they had at Dunollie 
Lighthouse. They also took a trip on a 
ferry to see Mull Lighthouse. Back at the 
nursery they created a pulley system to 
help the lighthouse keeper get his lunch 
safely.

Photo and article courtesy of Park ELC
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ROCKFIELD’S AIRPORT VISIT

PATCHWORK NURSERY 

As part of our learning on festivals & celebrations around the world, all the nursery 
children had the opportunity to visit Oban Airport as we discovered how we would 
travel around the world.  The visit was lots of fun where the children explored the 
airport, up in the tower, an airplane and got to take turns using the fire hose on the 
airports fire engine. One of our Dads, who works at the airport, helped organise the 
visit and prepared fun activities for the children.

Article and photographs courtesy of Rockfield ELC

The children at Patchwork 2-5 Nursery have 
been learning all about Transport and Road 
Safety. We were lucky enough to have a visit 
from both the Police and Coastguard who 
talked about the role they have in assisting 
with the community’s safety and showed 
us the different methods of transport that 
they use. The children got to try on the 
different hats, jackets and equipment and 
learned all about keeping themselves safe 
near the water and when crossing the road. 
They also learned that in the case of an 
emergency to reach the Police, Ambulance, 
Coastguard and Fire Service they must dial 
999.   

Article and photos courtesy of Patchwork 
Nursery, Dunoon
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SOROBA YOUNG FAMILIES 

ELC REGISTRATION WEEK 2017

The children have been enjoying a block 
at Atlantis Leisure for the last 6 weeks.  
We have been taking part in Born to Move 
Sessions, where the instructor leads 
the children through a programme of 
exercises to music and it also has a theme 
or story to it.  They have been learning 
how to use their bodies effectively and 
have been learning about sharing space.

Afterwards, we have been going to the 
lost world soft play in Atlantis again for 
more keep fit time, ensuring our children 
learn the importance of being active and 
how this makes them happy and healthy.

Photo and article courtesy of Soroba 
Young Family Group

Early Learning and Childcare registration week will take place week commencing 20th February 2017.  Parents who have 
children with birth dates between 01/03/2014 – 28/02/2015  should register their child at  their first choice provider during 
this week.

I am currently preparing all  registration documents, which  will be sent to all ELC settings who provide funding for 3-5 year 
olds.   All paperwork you require for registration week will be with you in January.

Children wishing to defer entry to Primary One until August 2018

Children who attain the age of five years between 1 March 2016 and 28 February 2017 should be registered for education 
during the week commencing 16 January 2017.  Parents who request their child defer entry to Primary One until August 
2018, should still register their child at their catchment school and also fill in a deferred entry application form. This will be 
obtainable from the school when they register and from their current nursery. 

Please note, children who have September – December birthdays and apply for deferred entry to P1, will also require the 
nursery Manager/Head Teacher to complete a supporting application. These applications are agreed at the discretion of 
the authority and each application will be assessed by our Principal Teachers Early Years.  

I am also still collating returns in regards to NAMS training requirements and will be back in touch with dates etc shortly. 

Rona MacGillivray, Early Years Helpline
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 SCOTTISH LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

FESTIVE FUN AT EASDALE & LUING 

As the Scottish Government work towards increasing the number of hours of Early Learning and 
Childcare(ELC) for children aged 3 and 4 years and some 2 year olds who are eligible to receive 
ELC it was felt crucial that Argyll and Bute focus on the quality of the provision and therefore the 
discussions started as part of Scottish Leadership Development Programme.

Sarah Jamieson, Educational Psychologist, Alison MacKenzie, Principal Officer Early Years, Tina 
Sartain, PT Early Years and Lynn Sinclair, HT Inveraray/ Dalmally, recently presented at the 5th 
Scottish Leadership Development Programmes event in Dunblane, the ‘Wicked Issue’ they have 
chosen is ‘ Ensuring Quality Early Learning and Childcare for Eligible 2 Year Olds across Argyll and 
Bute’.

To date, as this work will be ongoing, findings from research has been reviewed, a survey was 
prepared and circulated to all ELC staff including those working in L.A., Private, Voluntary and 
Childminders, meeting with National Organisations, Scottish Childminding Association and Early 
Years Scotland, visit to Wellgreen Nursery, Stirling and contacting other local Authorities.

The work has been challenging and exciting and will certainly influence the plans for the expansion 
of ELC to 1140hrs by 2020 and we may well be contacting some of you for help with the task as we 
design spaces for children and ensure the training available to staff meets the needs of the staff and 
the children and their families they support.

The group look forward to sharing their learning and discussing with you further your thoughts on 
the subject .

Easdale and Luing Nursery whole school photo of the Nativity
 performed by all the children. 

(Photo courtesy of Easdale and Luing)
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WHAT IS TAX-FREE CHILDCARE?

RAINBOW 
CHILDCARE

Tax-Free Childcare is a new government initiative which is due to be slowly rolled out from early 
2017, and will replace the existing Childcare Voucher Scheme in April 2018. For eligible families, Tax-
Free Childcare offers to cover 20% of childcare costs (up to £2,000 per child, per year), for children 
up to the age of 12.

There is a Tax Free Childcare hub available where you can access information whether you are a 
childcare providers, parent or employer http://www.tax-free-childcare.info/

You can also use the Childcare Savings Calculator, also available on the hub, to find out whether you 
are likely to be better off with the Tax-free Childcare scheme or with the Childcare Vouchers Scheme 
http://www.tax-free-childcare.info/childcare-savings-calculator/

CARE INSPECTORATE
INSPECTIONS

Issues arising from Care Inspectorate 
Inspections;

Recruitment and Retention -  
follow guidance on The Hub http://hub.
careinspectorate.com/knowledge/safer-
recruitment/

Registration of space - make sure you do not 
move to another space within your setting 
without checking to see  if it is registered with 
the Care Inspectorate

Nappy changing guidelines - once again 
check guidance - The Hub http://hub.
careinspectorate.com/media/177131/nappy-
changing-facilities.pdf

Security processes are robust for when you 
are indoors and outdoors - carry out risk 
assessments.

This photo shows one of the experiences that we have 
been having at Rainbow.  Lots of fine motor activities 
that link in with Christmas; snowflake making, cutting 
winter herbs, thyme and rosemary. Finger gym, can 
you sort and match the colours to the Christmas tree 
baubles.  Counting, sorting, number, shape and colour 
recognition all in our snowmen activities.

Photo and article courtesy of Rainbow, Oban
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CYPIC NEWS
Children and Young People Improvement Collaborative

(Formerly Early Years Collaborative & Raising Attainment for All)

Argyll and Bute’s Early Years Collaborative 
recently held a very successful conference in 
Arrochar.  

The conference ‘Quality Improvement 
Throughout the Early Years of a Child (Pre-
Birth to 5 years)’ was chaired by Argyll & Bute 
Council’s Acting Executive Director Ann Marie 
Knowles.  Guest speakers included Susan 
Hannah, Head of Improvement Programme, 
Scottish Government (pictured right); Kirsten 
Pateron, Tarbert Early Level Class Teacher; 
Diane Murray, Assistant Chief Medical Officer, 
Scottish Government; Gillian McInnes, 
Citizens Advice Bureau; Hans Hartung, Health 
Foundation; and our Cowal and Kintyre Family 
Pathway Champions.

Presentations from the day are accessible 
via SALi (Shared Argyll Learning ideas) 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/ab/sali/

Speech and Language Therapists across NHS Highland 
have been supporting the development of language in 
the Early Years for practitioners and families and have 
developed a support tool called – Words Up. 

Inspired by the ‘Before Words’ documents, the key 
messages for Words Up are in four developmental stages:

• First Words
• Words Together
• Talking Together
• Chatting Now

More information and leaflets can be obtained from 
https://highlandliteracy.com/words-up-key-messages/

Health Visitors in Argyll and Bute are also promoting early 
language development at the 13 – 15 month and 27 – 30 
month review. 

Six Key Messages when 
chatting to children

Be face to face

Quiet time to talk

Copy and add

Be careful with questions      

Pause and wait

Play and talk together

NHS HIGHLAND NEWS
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CYPIC NEWS
Children and Young People Improvement Collaborative

(Formerly Early Years Collaborative & Raising Attainment for All)

Tarbert’s Early Level class teacher, Kirsten Paterson, shared their Improvement 
Journey at the recent conference, showing how she and her team used the Model for 
Improvement.  Their aim was to increase the level of parental engagement in learning 

within one Early Level Class – consisting of 24 Early Learning and Childcare children and 16 
P1 children. 

The team has not only significantly improved their levels of parental engagement, they 
have built strong, supportive and mutually respectful relationships with their parents, 
which is leading to a positive impact on their children’s learning and development. They 
have also grown as a team – cementing relationships, respecting each other’s strengths and 
supporting one another when they needed it. Each team member has grown as a leader of 
their own learning, champions of family engagement and quality improvement.  Full details 
of the project’s storyboard is available to download at https://d3oxih60gx1ls6.cloudfront.
net/ab81105b-aaeb-47da-98cb-15376e6f4ae4/cd6e107a-c8b9-494c-b8f2-c5ed747306fa_
Argyll_and_Bute_Storyboard_2016_FINAL.pdf

Clyde Cottage Nursery has been involved with the Cowal Family Pathways from the beginning of the 
project (September 2015).

We piloted the review of the 27-30 month Developmental milestones and were fortunate to work in 
partnership with Argyll and Bute Council’s Early Years Team and the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB).  
The money advice project provided money advice for 50% of families at Clyde Cottage over a 6 month 
period.

As a result of using the Model for Improvement we were able to record and measure the different 
ways we engaged with our parents, using different forms of media, including social media and parent 
workshops.

Using the Model for Improvement has changed the way we look at:

• Quality improvements
• It has informed practice
• Changed the way we work and improved outcomes for 
 children and families as well as measured success rates.

We continue to promote the work of CAB, sharing their leaflets with parents and displaying information 
on our parent’s notice board. We also refer parents to the CAB office and promote their service at 
parent’s nights.
      Article courtesy of Cowal Family Pathway Champions

FAMILY PATHWAY NEWS
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BOOKBUG NEWS 

The Early Years Team and Library Services hosted a number of Bookbug events in Oban, 
Mid Argyll and Islay to celebrate Book Week Scotland recently. The Bookbug Sessions 
were all themed to fit with the new Bookbug Explorer pack and local storyteller Alasdair 
Satchell enthralled his young audience with an adventure story set in Argyll. Students 
from Argyll College assisted the team at each event to make sure the sessions ran 
smoothly.  The sessions were well attended by:

• 145 P1 children
• 337 Nursery Children 
• 60 parents and 70 babies and toddlers                                                                                



CHILDMINDING NEWS 
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COMPLETING YOUR ANNUAL RETURN

Childminders will  be able to update and complete 
their annual return online at eforms.careinspectorate.
com between 6 January and 17 February 2017.    

 It’s vital you complete your annual return accurately 
and ensure the information you provide is up-to-date. 
Your Annual Return gives the Care Inspectorate, the 
Scottish Government and others a valuable insight 
into the overall state of childminding in Scotland.

As part of the 2017 annual return questionnaire, you 
will be asked “At 31 December, how many children 
were registered with your service?”  The term 
‘registered with your service’ actually refers to the 
number of children ‘on your childminding books’ at 
the time – and not how many children attended your 
service on that particular day.

SCMA has been working with the Children and 
Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (CYPCS) 
and the University of Stirling on the production 
of two very special publications: Child-Led 
Participation: a Childminders Guide and an Activity 
Leaflet. 

The guide provides useful theoretical information, 
including legal background, definitions, models 
for child participation, and many other interesting 
and valuable facts. In essence it is an easy to 
read document that explains complex issues in a 
simple manner and is part of the path to a better 
understanding and practice 
with our 
children.  The 
accompanying 
Activity Leaflet 
offers practical 
tips and 
suggestions 
with a focus on
respecting the
opinions and 
choices of 
children.

You can download the document here:
http://www.careinspectorate.com/images/
documents/News/Child_Led_Participation_Guide.
pdf

Play Scotland is promoting Scotland’s first 
inclusive Play Charter.  This describes a collective 
commitment to play for all babies, children 
and young people in Scotland. It builds on the 
Scottish Government’s National Play Strategy 
and the Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) 
approach to supporting children, young people 
and their families.
The Charter is for childminders, parents, play 
providers, play champions and everyone with an 
interest and/or responsibility for play in Scotland.

Children and young people have the need and the 
right to play indoors and outdoors in welcoming 
and stimulating environments.  Through play 
children have fun; develop and learn; assess and 
manage risk; use their imaginations and create 
new experiences that contribute to their health; 
wellbeing and a happy childhood.

A CAREER IN CHILDMINDING

Did you know that the Early Years’ Service can provide 
support and guidance about becoming a Childminder? 
Please get in touch if you would like to know more. 

Quality Childminding Services will ensure that as 
developments take place within Early Learning and 
Childcare, Parents/ Carers can have choices for their 
children.

Childminders don’t just provide a service for children 
under 5 years many support families who have children 
of School age, which may suit you better if you were
considering Childminding as a Career.

EMAIL EARLY YEARS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
earlyyears@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
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SNOWFLAKE CRAFT 

You will need:

3 cotton buds per 
snowflake
White or silver 
glitter
Glue
Gem
Sticky tack or 
thread to hang

How to make it:

Dip each end of the cotton buds in glue and then 
into glitter, and let dry.

Use sticky tack (blue or white tack) to join the 
middle of your cotton buds together so the ends 
spread out in 6 points.

Cover one side of the sticky tack with a large gem, 
and use the other to stick the snowflake to the wall 
or window.

The Early Years team 
would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

SNOW IS FALLING

See the pretty snowflakes
Falling from the sky;

On the wall and housetops
Soft and thick they lie.

On the window ledges,
On the branches bare;

Now how fast they gather,
Filling all of the air.

Look into the garden,
Where the grass was green;
Covered by the snowflakes,

Not a blade is seen.

Now the bare black bushes
 All look soft and white,

 Every twig is laden,
 What a pretty sight!

GINGERBREAD
        MEN

You will need: 

140g unsalted butter 
100g dark   
muscovado sugar  
3 tbsp golden syrup 
350g plain flour  
1 tsp bicarbonate of
soda  
2 tsp ground ginger and 1 tsp ground  cinnamon  
pinch of cayenne pepper (optional) 
2 balls stem ginger  from a jar (chopped )
Icing sugar, glace cherries and stem ginger to decorate.

How to make them:

Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Line 2 baking sheets 
with baking parchment. Melt butter, sugar and syrup 
in a pan. Mix flour, soda, spices and a pinch of salt in 
a bowl. Stir in the butter mix and chopped ginger to 
make a stiff-ish dough.

Wait until cool enough to handle, then roll out dough 
to about 5mm thick. Stamp out gingerbread men, re-
rolling and pressing the trimmings back together and 
rolling again. Lift onto baking sheets. Bake for 12 mins 
until golden. Cool 10 mins on the sheets, then lift onto 
cooling racks.

To decorate, mix icing sugar with a few drops of water 
until thick and smooth. Halve then slice cherries thinly 
to make smiles, and cut ginger into small squares. 
Spoon icing into a food bag, snip off the tiniest bit 
from one corner, then squeeze eyes and buttons, and 
a tiny smile onto 1 man at a time. Stick on a cherry 
smile and ginger buttons.  Repeat; leave to set. Will 
keep up to 1 week in an airtight tin.


