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Why do 

ecosystems 

matter to us? 

Biodiversity is tightly 

linked to ecosystem 

services and 

therefore to human 

well-being. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

What ecosystems do?  

Food: Ecosystems provide the conditions for 
growing food – both in wild habitats (wild food- 
berries, mushrooms, herbs et al) and in land used 
for agriculture.  

Raw materials: Ecosystems provide a great 
diversity of materials for construction and fuel. 

Fresh water: Ecosystems provide surface and 
groundwater.  

Medicinal resources: Many plants are used as 
traditional medicines with some used in the 
pharmaceutical industry.  

Thanks to Sheila McKenzie for photos supplied 

Ecosystem services are the outputs, conditions, or processes of 

natural systems that directly or indirectly benefit humans or enhance 

social welfare. Ecosystem services can benefit people in many ways, 

either directly or as inputs into the production of other goods and 

services. 
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They help our landscape and climate 

Local climate and air quality regulation: Trees 
provide shade and remove pollutants from the 
atmosphere and can influence water quality. 

Carbon sequestration and storage: As trees, plants 
and peatlands grow, they remove carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and effectively lock it away in 
their tissues

Moderation of extreme events: Ecosystems and 
living organisms create buffers against natural 
hazards such as floods, storms, and landslides.  

Waste water treatment: Micro-organisms in soil and in 
wetlands decompose human and animal waste, as well 
as many pollutants.  

Erosion prevention and maintenance of soil 
fertility: Soil erosion is a key factor in the process of 
land degradation and desertification.  

Pollination: Some 87 out of the 115 leading global 
food crops depend upon animal pollination 
including important cash crops such as cocoa and 
coffee. 

Biological control: Ecosystems are important for 
regulating pests and vector borne diseases. 



 

 

Kilmory, Lochgilphead PA31 8RT. Tel: 01546 605552.  

 
 

Habitats support everything 

Habitats for species: Habitats provide everything 
that an individual plant or animal needs to survive. 
Migratory species need habitats along their 
migrating routes. 

Maintenance of genetic diversity: Genetic diversity 
distinguishes different breeds or races, providing 
the basis for locally well-adapted cultivars and a 
gene pool for further developing commercial crops 
and livestock. 

How we all benefit 

Recreation and mental and physical health: The 
role of natural landscapes and urban greenspace for 
maintaining mental and physical health is 
increasingly being recognised. 

Tourism: Nature tourism provides considerable 
economic benefits and is a vital source of income 
for many countries.  

Aesthetic appreciation and inspiration for culture, 
art and design: Language, knowledge and 
appreciation of the natural environment have been 
intimately related throughout human history. 

Spiritual experience and sense of place: Nature is a 
common element of all major religions; natural 
landscapes also form local identity and sense of 
belonging. 


