
Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board 
Meeting held on Tuesday 21st April 2015 at 
11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, 
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT 

 
 

Present: 
 

Rory Colville (Chair) 
Richard Trail 
Sandy Taylor 
Alex McNaughton 

 
In Attendance: 

 
Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 
Kate Connelly, Solicitor 
Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 
Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 
Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 
Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland 

 
 
A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were intimated from Roddy McCuish, Mary- Jean Devon, Robin Currie 
and Gordon Blair. 
 
 
B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
It was noted that there were no declarations of interest. 
 
 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The approval of the Minutes of the meetings of 17th February 2015 and 31st March 2015 were 
continued to the June Board Meeting. 
 
 
D. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
 
1. Hannah’s Newsagents, 8 Stevenson Street, Oban, PA34 5NA 
 

Gordon McNab, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant. Shona Anderson was 
also present. Mr McNab spoke to the terms of the application which sought to add an off-
sales facility to the newsagents.  He advised that there was a demand from customers for 
this service. He further advised that two off-sales premises near to his client’s shop had 
recently closed and therefore overprovision was not an issue. The Chair reminded Mr 
McNab that the Board were in the process of considering the matter of overprovision. 



 
The Chair enquired as to the percentage of retail floor space given over to the sale of 
alcohol and was advised by Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer that this was 7.99%. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 
 

 
E. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 
 
1.    Spa & Leisure at Portavadie, Portavadie, Loch Fyne, PA21 2DA 
 

Elaine Campbell, Solicitor, Rothesay appeared on behalf of the applicant. She stated that   
Portavadie was an all year round high class resort and facility. This application related to 
the third phase of the development and would comprise a spa, gymnasium and café-deli on 
the ground floor and a function room (Bulloch Suite), spa, juice bar and external spa deck 
on the first floor. The licensed hours applied for (10a.m. to 1a.m. on-sales Mon to Sun and 
10a.m. to 10p.m. off-sales Mon to Sun) are the same as are currently in place for both the 
Portavadie Marina and the Lodge at Portavadie Marina.    

 
She said the venue would be used to cater for weddings, boat launchings, product   
launches, festivals, etc and this was the reason why the car park had been included within 
the licensed area. With regard to children and young persons, it was proposed that on the 
ground floor children would be permitted access all day unaccompanied until 8p.m. after 
which they must be accompanied by a responsible adult. Young persons would be 
permitted access unaccompanied during opening hours. On the first floor, children would 
only be permitted access to the function room and must be accompanied by an adult. 
Young persons would be permitted access to the spa and spa deck but must be 
accompanied by an adult. She advised that her clients had requested that children and 
young persons be permitted to remain on the premises for the duration of the licensed 
hours. 

 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer advised that the seasonal variation proposed 
did not reflect the standard wording which had been adopted by the Board previously.  Also, 
it was unclear how children and young persons were going to be managed and supervised, 
if unaccompanied and there was no mention of a terminal hour for children in the external 
area. 

        
Sandy Taylor enquired about the 10.00am opening time and asked Elaine Campbell to 
describe how this related to the sale of alcohol in other parts of the premises. Elaine 
Campbell stated that the Lodge catered for help yourself breakfasts whereby customers 
could purchase alcohol if moving on after breakfast. She added that the shop at the Marina 
enabled customers to buy alcohol before setting off early for sailing or walking.  

 
Richard Trail asked how the car park area would operate. She said it would allow her clients 
to erect marquees attracting large festivals and the like which would keep the premises 
open. Richard Trail asked if transport would be provided for such events.  Elaine Campbell 
replied that she was not sure but advised there was parking within the other two premises. 

 
Sandy Taylor queried the need for children to be present when they were not eating and 
reminded Elaine Campbell of the Board’s Policy on this whereby children were generally 
only permitted access when having a meal.  She said that it was anticipated that a large 



part of the custom would come from patrons staying at the other two premises and 
reiterated that children would be supervised after 8.00pm. 

 
Rory Colville asked for clarity regarding children within the spa and decked area.  Elaine 
Campbell confirmed that no children would be permitted within these areas and that this 
would be monitored by members of staff. 

 
The Board adjourned to consider the application further and, on resuming, the Chair moved 
that the application be granted as applied for subject to the following- (i) on-sales shall 
commence at 11a.m. and off-sales at 10a.m.; (ii) the seasonal variation shall be in the 
standard wording adopted by the Board previously; (iii) the car park shall be excluded from 
the licensed area; and (iv) there will be a terminal hour of 9p.m. for children unless they are 
attending a pre-booked family function, in which case they may remain until the end of the 
function. Young persons may remain for the duration of the licensed hours. With no-one 
being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 
 
F. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCES 
 
1. The Ardview Inn, 67 Frederick Crescent, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, PA42 7BD 
 

The applicant, Yvonne Anderson appeared and spoke to the terms of her application which 
sought to allow the sale of food in the form of hot and cold snacks and to permit children 
and young persons within the lounge area of the premises.  

 
Rory Colville referred to the activity of indoor/outdoor sports listed on the premises licence 
and asked Yvonne Anderson if there were any gaming machines or pool tables within the 
lounge area to which she replied no. 

  
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
2. Big Jessie’s Tearoom, Ferry Road, Tayinloan, Tarbert, PA29 6XQ 
 

The applicant, Alastair Aitken appeared and spoke to the terms of his application which 
sought to remove the current restriction on off-sales which provides that it can only be used 
in conjunction with his bed and breakfast and self-catering establishments.  He advised that 
he wished to be able to offer off-sales to the general public. The nearest shop closed at 
5p.m. and there was a demand for this service. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
3. Brambles, Main Street West, Inveraray, PA32 8TH 
 

The applicant, Victoria Thomson appeared and spoke to the terms of her application which 
sought to amend the seasonal variation to allow the premises to open 11.00am to 11.00pm 
from 1st April to 30th September each year to meet high season demand.  

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 
 
 

 



4. Commercial Bar, 212 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7HA 
 

It was noted that no representation was required for this application which sought to vary 
the opening time on a Sunday from 12.30pm to 11.00am. 

 
The Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
5. Duncan’s Village Store, Park House, Kames, PA21 2AD 
 

The applicant, Kirsty Duncan appeared and spoke to the terms of her application which 
sought to extend the off-sales licensed hours to 10a.m. to 10p.m. Monday to Sunday 
(currently 6p.m. Monday to Saturday and 12.30p.m. to 4.30p.m. on a Sunday). She also 
wished to increase the alcohol display area from 7.4 square metres to 8.5 square metres. 
She said that this was the only grocery shop in the village and provided an essential service 
to the community.  
 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer advised that the slight increase in capacity was 
to reflect a relocation of the alcohol display area. The percentage of the retail floor space 
given over the display of alcohol was 2.2%. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
6. Inver Cottage, Strathlachlan, Strachur, Cairndow, PA27 8BU 
 

The applicant, James Latimer appeared and spoke to the terms of his application which 
sought to vary the opening time on a Sunday from 12.30pm to 11.00am. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
7. Lancaster Hotel, Corran Esplanade, Oban, PA34 5AD 
 

Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms 
of the application which sought the following- (i) to amend the description of the premises; 
(ii) to include an external drinking area; (iii) to amend the terms for children and young 
persons; and (iv) to amend the layout plan to incorporate the outdoor areas and to change 
the residents’ lounge to a residents’ lounge/games room. 

  
The Chair asked if there were any gaming machines or pool tables in the premises.  Sandy 
Murray confirmed that there was one pool table and one gaming machine in the public bar. 
The Chair said he had concerns as the area seemed to be small and asked him where the 
gaming machine and the dart board were located. Sandy Murray advised that he did not 
know but confirmed that his client would have no issues if the gaming machine had to be 
switched off when children were present.  

 
Richard Trail asked how children and young persons would access the male toilets. Sandy 
Murray stated that they could go through the entrance hall then into the lounge which was 
on the left hand side. 

 
The Chair moved that the application be granted subject to the following- (i) a terminal hour 
of 9.00pm for children; (ii) a terminal hour of 10.00pm for the two external drinking areas; 



and (iii) a condition to be added that the gaming machine is switched off and appropriately 
covered when children are present. 

 
With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 
8. Loch Fyne Oysters Limited, Clachan Farm, Ardkinglas, Cairndow, PA21 2DH 
 

The Regional Manager appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the 
application which sought to add “dance facilities” as an activity to the premises licence. He 
advised that this was necessary as the company wished to expand the business and use 
the premises for more pre-booked functions such as weddings.  

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
9. Oban Filling Station, Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4HY 
 

It was noted that no representation was required. Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 
advised that the applicant sought to vary the opening time on a Sunday from 12.30pm to 
10.00am. 

  
The Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
10. Oban Sailing Club, Dungallan Park, Oban, PA34 4QH 
 

Eric Chapman appeared on behalf of the Club and spoke to the terms of the application 
which sought the following- (i) to extend the core  on-sales hours to 12p.m. to 1a.m. 
Monday to Sunday;(ii) to seek additional hours outwith the core licensing hours for 
meetings, conferences etc; and (iii)  to amend the seasonal variation. Eric Chapman 
explained that there was demand for the increased hours and that he wanted to expand the 
Club. 

 
Richard Trail enquired as to whether the Club would be open until 1.00am every night. Eric 
Chapman said it was unlikely and that these hours were sought mainly to cater for events 
or functions, some of which they only got short notice about.  

 
The Chair asked if the Club only permitted members and Eric Chapman advised that it was 
primarily members but community groups used the premises on occasions. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
11. The Argyll Hotel, Shore Road, Strone, By Dunoon, PA23 8TA 
 

Brian Perry appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application 
which sought to amend the children’s’ terms to allow children under 5 years of age within 
the premises. 

 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer confirmed that the appropriate baby changing   
facilities were in place. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 



12. The Waterfront, Railway Pier, Oban, PA34 4LW 
 

Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant and Calum 
MacLachlainn was also present. Sandy Murray explained that the premises had previously 
consisted of a bar/ bistro on the ground floor and a fish restaurant on the first floor. The 
ground floor had now been converted to a Chinese restaurant and the bar had been 
removed. Accordingly, his clients were seeking to reduce the terminal hour for on-sales to 
midnight Thursday to Sunday inclusive. The application also sought to remove the current 
terminal hour of 10p.m. for children and young persons so that they could be on the 
premises for the purpose of taking a meal at any time when the premises were open. It was 
also proposed to provide takeaway and home delivery meals during core hours and that 
alcohol may be delivered along with home delivery meals. 

 
Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer advised that the reduction in hours meant that the 
late night conditions would no longer apply. He advised that he would monitor the delivery 
of alcohol. He added that the absence of a curfew for children was not within the Board’s 
Policy. 

 
Sandy Taylor asked if both restaurants were linked or were they two separate restaurants. 
Calum MacLachlainn advised that they were kept separate for business reasons. 

 
The Chair enquired about the need for children and young persons to be on the premises 
until the terminal hour of midnight. Calum MacLachlainn explained that, for example, this 
was to allow families who may arrive late by yacht to have a meal.  

 
Sandy Taylor asked if it was proposed to have any restrictions on the alcohol which would 
be delivered. Calum MacLachlainn assured him that only bottles of wine or beer would be 
offered and the alcohol would not be sold in large quantities. 
 
The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming, the Chair moved that 
the application be granted as applied for subject to the following- (i) the removal of the late 
night conditions; (ii) children were to be accompanied by a responsible adult but there was 
no requirement for young persons to be accompanied; and (iii) the issue of the delivery of 
alcohol along with the home delivery of meals would be continued to the next Board 
meeting on 23rd June for further consideration. With no-one being otherwise minded, this 
became the decision of the Board. 

 
13. Wetherspoons, 19-29 James Street, Helensburgh, G84 9LE 
 

Archie McIver, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the 
terms of the application  which sought the following- (i) to amend the terminal hour on 
Friday and Saturday from midnight to 1.00am; (ii) to allow children to remain on the 
premises until 9.00pm; and (iii) to allow young persons to be permitted on the premises 
unaccompanied.  

 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer expressed concerns regarding young persons 
being unaccompanied and how this would be supervised.  He also suggested a noise 
management plan be implemented for the 1.00am extension. The Depute Clerk advised 
that the applicant should discuss this matter with Environmental Health Services. Archie 
McIver confirmed that his client would be more than happy to liaise with them regarding this 
matter. 



 
Richard Trail enquired about staff training in respect of underage drinking. Archie McIver 
assured him that the Company were mindful of their obligations and that the Challenge 25 
Policy had been implemented. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for 
subject to the following- (i) young persons may be on the premises unaccompanied until 
9p.m.; and (ii) the applicant to liaise with Environmental Health Services regarding a noise 
management plan. 
 

 
G. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PERSONAL LICENCE 
 
1. Craig Berry, 46 Fisher Place, Helensburgh, G84 9RT 
 

The applicant appeared. 
 

Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland referred to the terms of his report (Appendix 1). 
 

Craig Berry advised that he was currently employed by RS McColl but was looking to 
further his career by working within licensed premises. He said he was extremely 
embarrassed by his actions. 

 
Richard Trail noted Mr Berry had not disclosed one of his convictions. Craig Berry advised 
that this was pure ignorance on his part but he had received a print out from Police 
Scotland and had since disclosed all convictions. Richard Trail referred to the conviction on 
3rd December 2014 and Sergeant David Quinn advised him there was no requirement to 
disclose this as it was not a relevant offence. 

 
The Depute Clerk advised that Police Scotland had recommended refusal of the application 
with reference to the licensing objective of preventing crime and disorder and, in this 
regard, they were entitled to bring any convictions to the Board’s attention. 

 
The Chair asked Craig Berry about the incident which took place on 11th September 2014. 
Mr Berry explained that he had just separated from his partner at the time and it was a 
stupid mistake for which he was very ashamed. 

 
The Chair asked the applicant and Sergeant Quinn if they considered that they had a fair 
hearing and they both agreed. The Board then adjourned to consider the application further.  

 
On resuming, the Chair expressed concern regarding the nature of the offences and he 
considered that a reference should be sought from Craig Berry’s employers confirming that 
he was a fit and proper person.  Accordingly, he moved that the application be continued to 
the next Board meeting on 23rd June to await receipt of the reference. With no-one being 
otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board.  
 
 
 
 

 



H. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PERSONAL LICENCE (continued from previous 
Board meeting) 

 
1. Steven Gauldie, 4 Bargarron Drive, Paisley, PA3 4LS 
 

It was noted that the applicant was not present. The Chair moved that the application be 
refused. 

 
With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 
 

 
I. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PERSONAL LICENCE (continued from previous 

Board Meeting) 
 
1. Raymond Hyams, Cuanra, North Connel, Oban, PA37 1RE 
 

The Chair advised that the application would be continued to the June Board Meeting. 
 

 
J. APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER OF A PREMSIES LICENCE (continued from previous 

Board Meeting) 
 
1. Woodside Hotel, 3 Tweeddale Street, Oban, PA34 5DD 
 

Alistair Macdonald, Solicitor, Edinburgh  appeared on behalf of the applicant, Lanark West 
Ltd. and Gerard Ritchie was also present who is a director of the company. 

 
Sergeant David Quinn, Police Scotland referred to the terms of his report dated 19th 
February, 2015 (Appendix 2) and advised that his colleague, Constable Edwards, would 
assist with any questions regarding organised crime. 

 
Alistair Macdonald advised that no connected persons of Lanark West Limited had been 
convicted of any crime. Sergeant Quinn confirmed that was correct. The concerns being 
expressed by the Police related to the association/ connection between Gerard Ritchie and 
a Donald Birrell who the Police believed was a member of an organised crime group 
operating in Argyll and Bute. The detail of those concerns was set out in their report dated 
19th February and formed the basis for their recommendation that the application for 
transfer be refused as allowing it would be inconsistent with the licensing objective of 
preventing crime and disorder.  

 
Alistair Macdonald explained that Lanark West Limited was bought by Gerard Ritchie in 
2013 and that he held other licensed premises in Edinburgh where he was well known and 
respected within the licensed trade.  Alistair Macdonald advised it was envisaged that a 
major refurbishment would be carried out within the premises and that his client was going 
to cater more for meals but would keep the bar for the local patrons. He advised that 
Donald Birrell had contacted his client to inform him that the premises were up for sale but 
stressed that they had not been in contact for many months prior to that. He said that 
Donald Birrell and Gerard Ritchie became friends a long time ago and his client was 
shocked when he heard of Donald Birrell’s involvement with drugs. Alistair Mcdonald 
confirmed that Donald Birrell had made a loan available to Gerard Ritchie. The majority of 
the loan had now been repaid and the balance was being paid off through the leased car 



arrangement. It had been agreed initially that Donald Birrell would carry out the 
refurbishment of the premises but, as soon as his client became aware of the problems, he 
made it clear to Donald Birrell that he could not undertake the refurbishment works and he 
was to have no involvement whatsoever in the running of the premises.  Alistair Mcdonald 
concluded by saying that, if the Board are minded to refuse the application, then they must 
be satisfied that it is necessary to do so for the prevention of crime and disorder, with the 
emphasis being on the word “necessary”.   

 
Richard Trail asked Alistair Mcdonald if he accepted that Donald Birrell and Gerard Ritchie 
were business associates. Alistair Mcdonald said only in relation to .the refurbishment 
works. Richard Trail referred to the second paragraph on the second page of the Police 
report and asked Alistair MacDonald if he accepted this was fair. Alistair Mcdonald 
reiterated that the association was only to refurbish the premises and when this did not go 
ahead the Company was changed to Lanark West Limited. The relationship has been 
seriously fractured and his client is only tied to Donald Birrell because of the car agreement. 

 
The Chair asked the Police and Alistair Mcdonald to define ‘associate’. Sergeant Quinn said 
it was a friend and a business acquaintance. Alistair Mcdonald disagreed and stated that a 
business acquaintance did not need to be a friend. 

 
On summing up, Sergeant Quinn said that Gerard Ritchie had clear links to Donald Birrell 
through the purchase of the premises and accepting a loan from a convicted criminal. He 
stated that there was only one known organised crime group within Argyll and Bute and that 
Donald Birrell was part of this which in his view had a detrimental impact on society. 

 
Alistair Mcdonald referred to the Police report which stated that his client and Donald Birrell 
were going to develop the premises together but this did not mean that they would be 
running the premises together. Gerard Ritchie had never denied that Donald Birrell would 
not be involved in the refurbishment of the premises but he had terminated this relationship 
as soon as he became aware of his criminal background. If the transfer was granted, his 
client was fully aware that the situation would be closely monitored by the Police and any 
issues or concerns would be brought to the attention of the Board. The Board adjourned to 
consider the application further.  

 
On resuming, the Chair expressed his concerns regarding the situation and Gerard Richie’s 
lack of judgement. He moved that the application be granted but with regular monitoring 
from the Police and if any concerns or issues arose, the Police would be required to revert 
back to the Board. The Depute Clerk advised that the decision would be clarified in writing 
and issued by the Licensing Office. 

 
With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 
 

 
K. REVIEW OF PREMISES LICENCES – Non-payment of Annual Fee 
 
The Depute Clerk explained that the following premises had not paid the annual fee which was 
due on 1st October 2014 -  
 
104 Argyll Street, Dunoon; 
The Golden Sea Restaurant, Argyll Street, Dunoon; 
Putechan Hotel, Bellochantuy; 



Winehouse, 39-41 Main Street, Campbeltown; 
Clyde Whiskies, 86 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh. 
 
She advised that the Putechan Hotel had now paid but the other four premises were now 
closed.  She therefore recommended that the premises licences be revoked. 
 
The Board agreed to revoke the four premises licences. 
 
 
L. REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCES 

 
The Board agreed to revoke the personal licences detailed in Appendix L1 due to the failure to 
comply with the refresher training requirements. 
 
 
M. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF AN UNLICENSED FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

 
1. You Bet, 11 Main Street, Campbeltown PA28 6AD 
 

The applicants, Martin Ferry and William Stokes appeared. Martin Ferry explained that two 
applications had been submitted previously, the first one had been granted in 2009 and the 
second one in 2010 but both premises closed down in February 2015. He advised that the 
family entertainment centre was for children of all ages and there was also the adult gaming 
centre next door and he hoped to open them in the summer. 

 
Sandy Taylor enquired about the adult gaming centre. Martin Ferry said the fixed odds 
betting had been removed and the prize was £500.00 with a £2.00 stake. Richard Trail 
asked if there would be fruit machines and Martin Ferry confirmed there would be. 

 
Kate Connelly, Solicitor, Argyll and Bute Council asked about the internal door which 
connected the two premises. Martin Ferry advised that this issue was dealt with at the time 
of the second application and confirmed that both premises had a separate front door 
entrance. He said that the door would not be used for public access from one premises to 
the other. Richard Trail asked how many staff would be working within the premises and 
Martin Ferry said approximately one full time and one part time member of staff which he 
thought was adequate. He continued by saying that the staff had training on social 
responsibility and school children would not be permitted within the premises during school 
hours. 

 
The Chair reverted back to the internal door and asked if children would be able to access 
the adult gaming centre from the family entertainment centre. Martin Ferry advised that no 
staff were required for the adult gaming centre as it will be regulated by the Gambling Act but 
emphasised that the staff within the family entertainment centre were well trained and that 
the internal door would be supervised. 

 
The Depute Clerk stated that the Board was not suggesting that the applicants would allow 
children access but the fact that the premises were now changing to a family entertainment 
centre, the Board had to ensure that children were protected from harm. Martin Ferry 
confirmed that he understood this and advised that CCTV had been fitted within the 
premises. 

 



The Chair moved to grant the application as applied for. With no-one being otherwise 
minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 
 
N.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
It was noted that there was no other business. 
 
 
O.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Board would be held on Tuesday 23rd June 2015 at 
11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         ………………………………… 

                                                                                                 Chairman 


