
Appendix 2- Summary of the Public Consultation: 2 September- 7 October 2019.

Consultation Responses

1. Number of responses: 344= Individual -333, Allotment Association-1 and Community 
Groups -10.

2. Post Codes
Area via post code Number of responses.
Helensburgh and Lomond 85
Cowal 66
Bute 16
Kintyre and the Islands 50
Mid-Argyll 45
Oban, Lorn and the Isles (North and South). 75
337 provided their post codes.. PA16 out with Argyll and Bute,

3. Age Dynamic 

4. Type of Crops:

5. Description of growing space:

6. Agreeing with the ‘vision’ 



Note that those who strongly Disagreed and Disagree did not leave their contact details…

7. Interested in growing your own… advice etc.

8. Community Food Growing Advice:

9. Details of respondents.

Summary of comments received:

1. From an Islay resident: ‘On Islay there is already a Community Garden and it is struggling to 
get enough people to keep it going. Garden allotments to give them their correct name have 
been in use since the 19th century when land was given to the poor to allow them to grow 
food. In 1920 almost one hundred years ago there were 39 Garden Allotment Associations 
listed on the valuation rolls throughout Scotland in operation to allow people who lived in the 
tenements the opportunity to grow fruit and vegetables as the tenements did not have 
gardens. This is not a problem in Argyll and Bute as nearly every housing association house 
(former council houses) has a garden which is suitable to grown fruit and vegetables but 
thanks to the local climate this can be difficult. In my opinion this consultation is yet another 
‘box ticking’ exercise on behalf of the Scottish Government and if things run ‘true to form’ it 
will take several years before the first new allotment is constructed in the Argyll and Bute 
Council area’. 



2. From a Facebook posting:
‘I think opening up council owned grass spaces to the public for the addition of planters 
should be crucial to the project for several reasons.
1) Currently the council have to spend large amounts of money maintaining “grass”
2) Grass is not good for the environment in term of the CO2 cost because of having to 
constantly use petrol powered mowers to keep them looking “good”
3) There is zero return for the cost of maintaining grass. If it was replaced with free growing 
berry bushes or fruit trees (native and suitable for the climate) etc. then they have their own 
visual advantage as well as carbon capture and the return of freely available food.
4) Locally produced fruit and veg has a huge benefit in terms of CO2 impact because there’s 
no transport required
All round there are a huge range of benefits to having locally available, free to access and 
free to utilise spaces.

Bringing a community together
Giving people a sense of purpose
Massive environmental benefits in terms of carbon capture and practically zero CO2 
consumption of locally produced fruit and veg.
Massive mental health benefits
Financial benefit to the council in terms of reducing existing costs
Aesthetic benefit (personal opinion that berry bushes and fruit trees look better than grass)’.

3. Email Response.
ColGlen Growers ‘I know of at least 3 further community growing sites that have not been 
included in the map on the strategy document.  Cowal is under-represented - perhaps 
because the land is either in community ownership or leased from private estates and not 
council owned?   Both Kyles Allotment Group in Tighnabruiach and ColGlen Growers in 
Colintraive and Glendaruel have very successful community growing sites with Polytunnels 
and outdoor beds that are well used, have been running for a few years and were set up with 
Climate Challenge Fund funding.  They are governed as per traditional community allotment, 
have saved many tonnes of CO2, have a big impact on community cohesion, grow a diverse 
range of produce and provide community composting facilities and the organisations also 
host community events, training and workshops, yet have not had any input into the 
strategy’.

End


