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The Animal Health and Welfare Officers from Argyll and Bute Council work across the area 

inspecting farms and dealing with complaints and queries in relation to animal health and 

welfare.   

Our service focuses on inspecting those farms which we have identified as high risk and 

as many medium risk farms as possible.  This means that many livestock owners will not 

be visited by the Council’s Animal Health Officers.  

In the course of our routine work, we have identified a number of issues which may be 

common across the farming industry in Argyll and Bute.  We want to make sure that the 

wider agricultural community is aware of the issues which we have identified.  The 

information in this newsletter is provided so that you can take steps within your own 

business to address any issues which might have arisen. 

We hope you find this information useful.  If you require any further information you can 

visit www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/animal-health-and-welfare, email 

animalhealth@argyll-bute.gov.uk or telephone 01546 605519. 

 

FARM INSPECTION ISSUES 

As part of our routine inspections of farms, we would expect to audit cattle passports and 

other such papers (e.g. for sheep, goats and pigs) for traceability purposes. It has become 

evident that these may not always be held at the premises. It is important for you to have 

access to these and you might want to consider your own arrangements in light of the 

following. 

 

Retention of Passports 

Some cattle keepers have utilised financing packages to purchase cattle.  In some 

instances, this has resulted in the retention of passports by the finance companies or their 

agents.  Discussion with the Scottish Government has established that the duty of the 

cattle keeper to ensure that the passports accompany the animal throughout its life is not 

met by such arrangements. 

If this applies to you, we would advise you to make immediate contact with the company or 

individual(s) holding the passports to obtain them. 

This does not apply when the farmer utilises management services of companies such as 

the Scottish Agricultural College to maintain records and associated documents.  In these 

instances, the service is contracted as part of the business and is under the immediate 

control of the cattle keeper. 

 Ensure you have adequate access to passports and that they are available for 

audit if required. 
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FARM SAFETY – E.COLI O157 

When humans come into contact with E. coli O157, bacteria found in the guts of animals, it 

produces toxins that can cause illness ranging from diarrhoea to kidney failure. In some 

cases the illness can be fatal.  

An increase in the numbers of outbreaks of E. coli O157 in the last few years has 

prompted a review of guidance for visitor attractions where members of the public might 

come into contact with animals. New guidance is now available and has been endorsed by 

the Health and Safety Executive (HSE).    

 If you invite visitors such as school groups or the public onto your farm, you 

must follow the Code of Practice - Preventing or controlling ill-health from animal 

contact at visitor attractions - which can be obtained online at www.face-

online.org.uk/CodeofPractice. 

Preventing or controlling ill-health from animal contact is just as important on farms which 

don’t have visitors, especially those where children or the elderly are present as they are 

at greatest risk if they contract E. coli. To reduce the risks of illness from E. coli O157, and 

other bacteria, you must ensure that hands are washed thoroughly after contact with 

animals or animal faeces and before eating, drinking or smoking.  Remember, if you let 

holiday cottages or have a B&B at your property these visitors are also at risk. We would 

recommend that the enclosed information note is displayed for visitors to read.  

 Ensure workers and visitors practice good personal hygiene at all times. 

 

ANIMAL FEED REGISTRATION 

It is a requirement under the Feed (Hygiene and Enforcement) (Scotland) Regulations 

2005 that all businesses which 

o manufacture, grow or raise; 

o sell; 

o store; 

o transport; or 

o mix

animal feed are registered with Trading Standards.  Records show that a significant 

number of premises may not be registered.  Registration is free. If you have not already 

registered you should do so by return.  

 Make sure your business is registered, if required, and update your details if 

necessary 
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