
 
 
ARDCHATTAN PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Community Services Committee considered the findings of the 
statutory consultation on the future of Ardchattan Primary School at its meeting on 5th 
September 2019 and approved implementation of the proposal to permanently 
discontinue education provision at Ardchattan Primary School and extend the catchment 
area of Lochnell Primary School to include the current catchment area of Ardchattan 
Primary School with effect from 31st October 2019. 
 
The Council is satisfied that implementation of the proposal is the best solution to 
address the underlying reasons for its formulation, namely: 
 

• Ardchattan Primary School has been mothballed for four years. The school roll is 
very low and not predicted to rise in the near future. The annual cost of the 
mothballing of the building is £2,147. 

• Along with several other rural councils, Argyll and Bute is facing increasing 
challenges in recruiting staff. At the time of publication of the Consultation Report, 
there were 8.1 fte (full time equivalent) vacancies for teachers in Argyll and Bute. 

• Whilst the school is mothballed, the building is deteriorating with limited budgets 
for maintenance. 

 
The Council is satisfied that implementation of the proposal will allow children to have 
access to increased learning opportunities, wider experiences and better socialisation 
through being part of a larger school. The report produced by Education Scotland as part 
of the consultation process identifies clear educational benefits for current and future 
pupils living in the Ardchattan area, as well as benefits for the local community. 
 
The current number of children within the Ardchattan Primary School catchment area is 
insufficient to make the school viable. If the school were to remain mothballed it would 
involve a significant annual capital expense which is a continuing drain on the Council’s 
resources. Implementation of the proposal will assist the Council to deliver ‘Best Value’ 
through making more efficient and effective use of its resources – including staffing 
resources as the Council continue to tackle the increasing challenge of recruiting 
teaching staff. 
 
Moving forward the Council will endeavour to engage with the Ardchattan community to 
find a way forward to deliver a sustainable community facility that all will be able to 
benefit from.   
 


