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Welcome to Oban, Lorn and the Isles
With a resident population of 8,500, which can nearly treble in peak tourism periods, Oban is one of the
main centres of population in Argyll and Bute.
It is the biggest hub for ferries on the West Coast of Scotland giving access to all of the Inner and Outer
Hebrides.
The town itself lies in a crescent occupying the hills surrounding Oban Bay. It is a busy town with great
accommodation and wide selection of activities and day trips. The wide variety of cafes and restaurants,
many of them award-winning, led to Oban gaining the accolade of 'Seafood Capital of Scotland'.
The most outstanding feature within Oban is McCaig’s Tower, the Colosseum lookalike which stands above
the town and features in many of the postcards to be found on George Street. The Tower is 10 minutes hard
walk uphill from the centre of the town but provides spectacular views over it and onto the neighbouring
islands.

Regeneration
Argyll and Bute Council has led considerable investment in Oban.
More than £3 million has been invested in public realm improvements to
make more attractive spaces for residents and visitors. Along Stafford
Street, there is a fabulous terraced space to sit, relax and view the bay; a
flexible open area for small scale events; and ornamental LED lighting.
Station Square has become a transport interchange for ferry, rail and buses and there is also a flexible space for occasional events. The footpath
along the seaside has been widened.
This is just part of the wider investment designed to complement Oban’s
existing marine facilities. The council has invested £1.5m, matched by
£700,000 invested by the Scottish Government and £300,000 by Highlands and Islands Enterprise, in a transit berthing facility at Oban’s North
Pier.
The berthing facility comprises 15 finger berth pontoons, two hammer
heads, and 12 fully serviced floating concrete breakwaters. They provide
direct access to Oban from the sea by leisure boats.
The pontoons are now complemented by a striking new harbour building
on the North Pier. This modern building contains four office spaces, one
of which will house the Oban Harbour Master, showers, toilets, changing
areas and lockers for visitors using the pontoons.
There are two commercial spaces, and one is already let. The foyer space will be available to rent
for small events and there is also outdoor space which can be used for events and markets.
It is estimated that the increase in visitor numbers these new facilities will generate will be worth
around £20 million to the area over the next 25 years.

Things to do
The ancient region of Lorn is steeped in history and home to countless
fascinating heritage sites.
Its mountains sweep down to the bustling fishing port of Oban,
unofficial capital of the West Highlands and gateway to the Western
Isles. This lovely Victorian resort is full of life, with ferries to the
Hebrides coming and going, convivial bars and streets packed with
individual shops and cafés. Known as ‘Scotland’s Seafood Capital’, it’s
the place to sample fresh seafood.
The low-lying island of Kerrera sits in Oban Bay. Just five miles by two,
it can easily be explored on foot and offers lovely views out to Islay and
Jura. North of Oban, two picturesque peninsulas – Benderloch and
Appin – offer wonderful walking and cycling. Port Appin, a pretty little
fishing village, has a wonderful outlook over the mountains of Morvern
to Mull beyond.
The Isle of Lismore has walking and cycling opportunities and lots of
wonderful heritage sites to explore. Cross the ‘Bridge over the Atlantic’

Visitor attractions within an hour of Oban

Connections
Oban is well connected to Scotland’s central belt and beyond thanks
to:
 Rail - six trains per day to and from Glasgow Queen street to Oban,
starting at 5.21 and the last train leaving for Oban at 18.21;
 Road – 2 ½ hrs from Glasgow, travelling via Crianlarich;
 Sea – Calmac operate regular ferry services to Mull, Coll, Tiree,
Lismore, Colonsay and Islay out of Oban;
 Air - Hebridean Air Services offer regular scheduled flights to the
Isles. They fly to Coll and Tiree on Mondays and Wednesdays; and
Islay and Colonsay on Tuesdays and Thursdays; and
 Citlyink operates regular bus services between Glasgow and Oban
with three departure times per day in either direction.
During school term time there are also flights to Coll and Colonsay on
Fridays and Sundays during the Summer timetable and Saturdays and
Sundays in the Winter months.

Connecting Oban and Lorn

Housing
The average house price in Argyll and Bute, as calculated by the Land
Registry of Scotland in December 2018 is £165,862.
Houses currently for sale in Oban and Lorn range from five bedroom
detached houses in countryside settings and cosy bungalows, to a
town centre studio flat and development opportunities.
The average house price for Oban in June 2019 is £190,598, which is
cheaper than nearby Taynuilt (£205,154).

Industry and skills
Oban Lorn and the Isles has 12 designated Established Business and Industry areas and one Strategic Business Location. These are largely based at the outskirts of Oban, but a few of them are on the islands.
Within the Oban travel-to-work area, the largest sectors of employment (based on % of population working
in the sector) are accommodation & food services and health services (18.8%), retail (10%) and education
(7.5%). Professional, scientific & technical and construction sectors both sit at 6.2%.
About 89.2% of residents aged 16-64 in the Oban travel-to-work area have qualifications equivalent to
NVQ1 or above while 37.6% have qualifications equivalent to NVQ4 or above. Fewer than 6% have no qualification.

NVQ equivalents
Although NVQs are vocational qualifications, they can be measured against a number of other certifications
– allowing a range of career and education opportunities.
Here are the equivalents for each NVQ level:
•

NVQ Level 1 equivalent – 3/4 GCSE grades D-G

•

NVQ Level 2 equivalent – 4-5 GCSE grades A*-C

•

NVQ Level 3 equivalent – 2 A Levels

•

NVQ Level 4 equivalent – Higher Education Certificate/BTEC

•

NVQ Level 5 equivalent – Higher Education Diploma/Foundation Degree

Our schools
Oban High School has a brand new £36 million, state-of-the-art building which opened its doors to pupils on
18 April 2018. It has capacity for up to 1,300 pupils.
Oban High School is a six year, non-denominational school situated on a single site near the centre of Oban
serving the town itself, surrounding villages and the scattered rural and island communities of North Argyll.
In this vast geographic catchment area there are 21 associated primary schools varying in size from large
town primaries to small rural schools.
Tobermory High School is a unique 3-18 island school set in one of the most stunning Scottish settings. The
Pre-5 Unit serves the communities of Dervaig and Tobermory and the primary department serves the
community of Tobermory. The secondary department has a catchment area which includes most of the Isle
of Mull as well as some young people from the Ardnamurchan peninsula who attend by placing request.
Tiree High School provides education for the community of Tiree from pre-school to 18 years of age and
beyond. The school is housed in a recently extended building and all departments are well equipped. The
primary department is housed in an open plan building. The secondary department is housed in a recently
extended building. This provides excellent accommodation with new rooms for art and home economics, a
library/resources area and a gym/assembly/dining hall.

Secondary schools and feeder primaries

Argyll College UHI
Argyll College is part of a network of colleges across Scotland which make up the University of the Highlands
and Islands. More information on Argyll College can be found here: https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/
Argyll College has various education centres located across the region:
•

Helensburgh

•

Oban

•

Lochgilphead

•

Dunoon

•

Tobermory

•

Rothesay

•

Campbeltown

•

Islay

Current course provision closely aligns with the skillsets required by local employers, which is flexible to
accommodate the needs of any incoming and new employers to the area.
Subject areas currently covered include:
•

Science, Technology, Engineering and Construction

•

Business and Computing

•

Land Based Industries

•

Health & Social Care and Education

•

Catering & Hospitality

•

Sport & Fitness and Maritime

•

Creative Industries

•

The Humanities

•

Beauty, Care and Make Up

The college offers a range of study modes: evening, full time, part time, online and open Learning.

#LoveLearningLoveOban
Oban is home to over 800 students and a number of Higher Education campuses, including the Scottish
Association for Marine Science (SAMS), Ballet West, and Argyll College UHI, which along with SAMS is a
partner of the University of the Highlands and Islands.
The Oban: a University Town Project has a Steering Committee and four Project Teams. There is
representation from Argyll and Bute Council, Argyll College UHI, Ballet West, BID4OBAN, Highlands and
Islands Enterprise, Oban High School, Scottish Association of Marine Science (SAMS), Skills Development
Scotland and University of the Highlands and Islands.
It aims to:

• To give school leavers more choice about their futures and make Oban as attractive a study option as
other towns and cities;
• To attract more students to come to Oban, which will gradually increase the demand for local services
and contribute to the town’s economy. It’s worth noting that the academic year runs from September to
May when tourism-dependent businesses have spare capacity;
• To help local employers recruit the skilled workforce they need by offering degree courses, vocational
training and modern apprenticeships; and
• To make sure students have a great experience in Oban. The needs of both students and residents will
be considered to make sure any growth is planned and sustainable.
Studying in Oban offers some great leisure choices, especially for lovers of the great outdoors. Diving,
sailing, kayaking, mountain biking, hill walking – the Oban area offers an adventure playground right on the
doorstep.
There are more than 100 marine related businesses operating within a 20 mile radius of Oban, and many
more throughout the region, which have specific skill requirements. There is great potential to expand
Oban’s marine training offering through the development of new facilities and courses.
Oban has so much to offer from a School of Traditional Music, to recording facilities and live music venues.
Add to this the incredible standards being achieved by Ballet West through full time students and
community classes, and we have a wealth of opportunities in performing arts in Oban.

