
Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board 
held on Tuesday 20th June 2017 at 11.00 am 
within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, 
PA31 8RT. 

 
Present: 

 
David Kinniburgh (Chair) 
Rory Colville 
Richard Trail 
Roddy McCuish 
Sandy Taylor 
Jean Moffat 
Lorna Douglas 
Audrey Forrest 
Gordon Blair 

 

In Attendance: 
 
Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 
Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 
Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 
Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 
PC Alison Simpson, Police Scotland 
Heather Murray, Police Scotland 

 

 

A. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were intimated from Robin Currie. 
 

B. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

It was noted that Rory Colville declared an interest at Item F6. Lorna Douglas and Richard Trail 
declared an interest at item F8. 

C. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
 
1. The Isthmus, Campbeltown Road, Tarbert, PA29 6SX 

The applicant, Daniel Bolger, appeared and spoke to the terms of his application. The 
premises is a café bistro to be open during the day and in the evenings for meals. There is 
also an off-sales and small shop for residents at the camping pods which are situated to the 
rear of the premises. 



Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer referred to the description of the premises and 
advised that the shop would require to be included in the wording. He further advised the 
seasonal variation was out with the Licensing Board policy. 

Rory Colville asked for clarification of the seasonal variation. 

The applicant explained they would close up for the winter season. They want to continue at 
the present time but are new to the area and need to see how things go.  

Rory Colville was inclined to agree with the applicant. 

The Depute Clerk asked if they were looking for the flexibility to open or close in the winter. 
The applicant agreed and explained he was unable to anticipate at this early stage how 
business would be over the winter months. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as per the 
Licensing Standards Officer’s changes to the wording at the description. 

D. APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

1.  Ardnahoe Distillery Visitors Centre & Shop, Islay House Square, Bridgend, Isle of Islay, 
PA44 7NZ 

 
Peter Lawson, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared together with Bryony Boyd, the prospective 
Premises Manager. The applicants are building a big new distillery in Port Askaig. There 
has been demand from various groups to visit the site as the distillery is being built. The 
new distillery is due to open late 2018.  

 
The visitor centre is a temporary measure until the new building has been completed. 

 
Richard Trail asked for clarification on the various builds and asked if this was a temporary 
measure. Peter Lawson explained this was being converted to a temporary visitor centre 
until such times as the new building is completed. There has been no decision made on 
what to do with this licence afterwards but Peter Lawson reassured the Board that it will not 
become a general off-licence. They are looking at some kind of building relating to whisky 
history in the area and Ardnahoe Distillery itself. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
 

2.  The Coylet Inn, Loch Eck, by Dunoon, PA23 8SG 
 

 Bill Tomlinson, Solicitor, Gourock appeared on behalf of the applicant. He explained  that 
the  premises were a focal point in the area. They require the provisional licence to 
refurbish the premises. The applicant has 15 years experience in the licensed trade. With 
regard to the terminal hour, the applicant is happy to comply with the Licensing Policy. The 
applicant is aware that there is a busy road to the front of the premises where the seating 
area is situated and has given an undertaking that he would put up a fence or barrier 
around the seating area. There is a very limited amount of seating and there is not a lot of 
room. 

 



The children and young person’s conditions are not very specific but the wording will be 
sorted properly at Confirmation. 
 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer, stated that most of the points had been 
covered by Bill Tomlinson however, he was of the view that the seasonal variation and 
children and young person’s conditions should be sorted out now rather than at 
Confirmation. The seasonal variation is out with the Board policy. The applicant has spoken 
with the Environmental Health Officers and they are happy to work towards a Noise 
Management Plan and regarding health and safety for the outside area. 
 
The Depute Clerk stated the exact design and type of fence should be agreed with 
Environmental Health. There needs to be a barrier to prevent people going onto the road. It 
will also require to meet approval from the Roads Department. It would be a good idea for 
the Licensing Standards Officer to visit  the premises when the fence or barrier has been 
erected. 
 
Bill Tomlinson said that the applicant would be happy to comply with the Board’s 
recommendations. 
 
Jean Moffat stated that it was a very busy road. She further noted that there was no car 
parking shown on the layout plan. 
 
Bill Tomlinson agreed that the plans were not as detailed as he would have liked. They ran 
out of time to get back to the architects. The car parking is to the side of the premises. 
 
The Board adjourned to further consider the licence. 

 
On resuming:- 
 

The Chair moved to adopt the Licensing Standards Officers comments to children and 
young persons as follows:- 

 
Terms 
 
Children and young persons are permitted access to these premises provided they are 
accompanied by a responsible adult over the age of 18 years and are there for the purpose 
of; 

 
1. Resident 
2. Consumption of a meal and or 
3. Attending a pre booked event or function 

 
Ages 
0-15 
16-17 
 
Times 
Resident; no restriction 
Meal; 10pm 
Pre-booked event or function; for the duration 



 
Parts 
All public areas except the immediate vicinity of the bar servery areas  

 
The seasonal variation is to be granted as applied for. A  detailed plan will require to be 
submitted showing the layout of the car parking area and the external seating area. There is 
to be a permanent barrier erected at the outside drinking area. The design, detail and 
dimensions of the barrier are to be agreed with Environmental Health. 

 
With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 
 

E. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE (continued 
from previous meeting) 

 
 

1. Larder at Mansefield Studios, Arrochar, G83 7AG 
 

The applicant, Fiona Campbell appeared with her husband and outlined her business. She 
explained that she has only recently included the larder which sells high end goods made 
by local producers. The liquor sales will be craft ales and gins. 

 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer advised this was a modest application. It was 
only two shelves and was a minimal amount of alcohol. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
F. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION OF PREMISES LICENCE 

 
1. Aldi, Lynn Road, Lochavullin, Oban, PA34 4PH 
 

Michael McDougall, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant together with 
Graham Thomson, Area Manager for Aldi. They are applying for an increase of 0.55m2 to 
the capacity for off sales. They are having new fixtures and fittings installed and the new 
fittings are slightly taller. 

 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer advised  that the percentage of retail space 
given over to alcohol is 1.73% and well below the 10% of the total sales area generally set 
by the Board. 

 
Rory Colville stated he was pleased that the alcohol was being moved to the back of the 
store. 

 
The Depute Clerk asked Michael McDougall to confirm that the seasonal variation was also 
to be removed and he confirmed that this was the case. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
2. Botanica, Tighnabruaich, PA21 2BA 
 



Michael Burke appeared on behalf of the licence holder. The premises are leased out at 
present but the current premises manager could not make it to the meeting as his partner 
was in hospital having a baby. 

 
Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer advised they were looking to add off-sales to 
the licence so that they could sell craft beers and gin. They also wish to add a seasonal 
variation. The premises is a small family run establishment and this would allow for family 
weekends and holidays. It would also allow time for any refurbishment required. They want 
to add live music but this would be acoustic only and not amplified and they are happy to 
work with the Environment Health Officers towards a Noise Management Plan.  
 
There is a small change to the wording of the children and young person's conditions but 
this is within Board Policy. Raymond Park explained that there was a change to the 
leaseholder and Management and they wished to put their own stamp on the premises 
which was the reason for the changes. 
 
Rory Colville asked if the premises was going to be closed between January and March. 
The applicant advised that they would not be closing permanently but it is very quiet during 
these months and they would like to take the opportunity for a holiday during that time. 
 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for 
subject to a Noise Management Plan. 

 
3. Bunnahabhain Distillery, Port Askaig, Isle of Islay, PA46 7RP 
 

Peter Semple from Distell International Limited appeared on behalf of the applicants. Mr 
Semple explained that they had relocated the shop to give the premises more space to look 
after visitors. They were also amending the seasonal variation as it was very quiet during 
the winter months so they wished to trade reduced hours from November to March. They 
also wanted to add recorded music to have in the background whilst the shop was open 
and they had also added an outdoor area to the premises to enhance their visitor 
experience. It is a square area next to the dramming room to enjoy a dram. The area is 
supervised at all times. 
 
The increase in capacity is due to the larger shop. 
 
Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer advised that the usual wording should be included 
with regard to outdoor drinking ie. a terminal hour of 10.00pm for adults and 8.00pm for 
children and young persons. 
 
Rory Colville asked if the layout plan included the outdoor area. Eric Dearie confirmed it did 
 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
4. Carradale Hotel, Carradale, Near Campbeltown, PA28 6RY 

 
The licence holder, Rhona Erskine appeared with her daughter Caroline Erskine. They took 
the hotel over recently and a few things required to be changed on the licence. With regard 
to the seasonal variation, it was very quiet last winter and they struggled. They therefore 
wish to have the flexibility to close certain days of the week where there is no demand. 



They also wish to add indoor sports to the licence to allow them to have pool and darts in 
the premises.  

 
The applicants wanted to add a terminal hour for their external drinking area of 10.00pm for 
adults and 8.00 for children and young persons. 

 
Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer advised that they may wish to replace the word 

'adult' with a responsible person aged 18 years or over' at Question 6 - Children and Young 

Person's Conditions. 

He also advised the Board that they may wish to impose the usual curfew for the outdoor 
drinking area. 
 
Richard Trail asked if there were any gaming machines.  The applicant replied that there 
was one. It was on during the day but it was in the bar and children are not permitted to be 
in the bar unaccompanied. No-one under the age of 18 is permitted to be in the bar if they 
are not accompanied by an adult. 
 
The applicants also wanted to amend the children and young person's conditions to take 
away the restriction that they must be out of the public bar by 6.00pm.  
 
Rory Colville stated he would rather have a terminal hour of 5.00pm in the public bar for 
children. 
 
The Depute Clerk advised that the part of the hotel where children were permitted to be 
unaccompanied was at the other end of the hotel from the public bar. 
 
Richard Trail asked if wording could be included in the licence to encapsulate no children 
were to be permitted in the public bar. 
 
The applicant said she would be happy to restrict the time for children and young persons 
to 8.00pm and 10.00pm respectively if they were in the premises for a meal. 
 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as per the 
Licensing Standards Officer’s recommendations.. 

 
5. Golf House, Machrihanish Dunes Golf Course, Machrihanish, Campbeltown, PA28 6TJ 
 

The applicant, Andrew Hogan appeared together with the Premises Manager, Lorna Barr.  
Mr Hogan advised that the 7.00am commencement for on-sales Monday to Saturday is no 
longer required and they wish to change the commencement time to 9.00am on those days. 
They also wish to vary the seasonal variation so that they are able to close slightly earlier 
during the months October to April. 
 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
6. Lagavulin Distillery, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, PA42 7DZ 
 

It was noted that Rory Colville left the room at this point. 
 



David Hossack, Solicitor, Ediinburgh appeared on behalf of the applicants together with 
Georgette Crawford, Premises Manager. Mr Hossack explained how the visitor tour worked 
at the distillery. There is a small shop area which is only really visited after a tour and they 
have on sales facilities which again is for after tours. They have expensive whiskies and 
they would like visitors to be able to buy a dram to try before buying a whole bottle. 
 
They are increasing activities on the licence to make sure everything that may go on in the 
distillery is covered. 
 
They have asked for 10.00am commencement time for on-sales. The reason for this is for 
tours which finish prior to 11.00am. 
 
They have also amended the seasonal variation which gives the flexibility to close out with 
the times stated in light of customer demand or weather conditions. 
 
With regard to the outdoor drinking added to the licence, they would like children and young 
persons to be able to remain there until 10.00pm instead of the usual 8.00pm which is 
Board policy so that parents can enjoy the ambience of the area. 
 
There was some confusion over the capacity figure but David Hossack confirmed that the 

correct figure was 21.445 square metres. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer advised that he thought all points had been 
covered by the agent but asked if online sales was something they would be doing. David 
Hossack confirmed that it was not something that was being done at the present time but 
they would like the flexibility to be able to look at doing this in the future. 
 
The Clerk asked the Board whether they were comfortable with the 10.00pm terminal hour 
for children and young persons in the outside area. Richard Trail confirmed he was on this 
occasion.  
 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
7. The Oban Inn, Stafford Street, Oban, PA34 5NU 

 
 Sandy Murray, Solicitor, Oban appeared on behalf of the applicant. He explained that the 

applicant wished to vary the licence to serve breakfast and snacks, teas, coffees and soft 
drinks both inside the licensed premises and at the outside area between 8.00am and 
11.00am every day. 

 
Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
8. The Clyde Bar, 62-64 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8AX 
 

It was noted that Richard Trail and Lorna Douglas left the room at this point. 
 
Archie MacIver, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared together with the applicant, John Rapallini. Mr 
MacIver explained that the applicant has applied for a variation to add an outdoor area and 
advised that the applicant would be happy with a terminal hour of 9.30pm for the outdoor 
area. 
 



Mr MacIver explained that he was aware there had been two objections to the application 
although none of the objectors were present at the meeting. Their details were as follows:- 

 
Mr and Mrs Tom Martin - They are looking for reassurance that a security gate will be 
installed and alarmed to prevent migration into their close from the beer garden. 
 
Mr Neil Welsh - Mr Welsh is worried about the de-valuation of his property and extra noise 
from outside.  
 
Mr MacIver advised that Mr Rapallini lived above the premises so was always on hand 
should there be any problems. 
 
He told the Board that there would be live bands in the premises but they would not be 
playing in the outdoor area. 
 
The applicant confirmed he was happy to work with the Environmental Health Department 
towards a Noise Management Plan. 
 
Police Scotland advised that any concerns they had, had all been addressed and there 
were no Police objections. 
 
The Chair asked if the variation was granted, when the area would be put into operation. 
Archie MacIver explained that it was still at the planning stage so it was a few months away 
and therefore it would probably not be this summer. 
 
Rory Colville asked about the possibility of a site visit. They would be at a Planning Meeting 
in Helensburgh shortly and could tie in a visit with that meeting. Gordon Blair agreed this 
was a good idea and Archie MacIver said they would not have a problem with this. The 
Chair asked if it was possible to organise a visit at such short notice. The Depute Clerk 
advised that she would liaise with colleagues in Governance and try to organise a site visit 
prior to recess for the month of July. 
 
The Chair was anxious to give a decision as soon as possible and confirmed they would try 
to get it organised for next week but if that was not possible then at the earliest opportunity 
after that date. 
 
With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 
9. The Glenforsa Hotel, Salen, by Aros, Isle of Mull, PA72 6JW 

 
The Depute Clerk advised that the applicants were unable to attend today. They sent their 
apologies but also sent an email explaining the variation which is a change to the layout 
plan due to an extension of the bar area. As this is a simple variation and there are no 
issues, the Licensing Board were happy to deal with the variation in their absence. 

 
The Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
10. Whisky Macs, 4 Shore Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6BS 

 



The applicant, Lewis Nelson appeared to speak to the terms of his application.. He wishes 
to add a beer garden at the rear of the premises, add off-sales, and to amend the children 
and young person's conditions. 
 
Mr Nelson explained that Building Standards had been to visit the external area and he said 
he did not expect it to be granted in the state it is at the present time as access still requires 
to be altered. 
 
With regard to the addition of off-sales, it is to sell craft beers only. 
 
The Licensing Standards Officer, Eric Dearie advised that the layout plan submitted was 
different from the one used for the variation and it would need to be updated accordingly. 
 
Rory Colville asked if there was any real means of escape from the external area and 
asked if it would be possible to get out in the event of a fire. Mr Nelson replied there was a 
wall which could be climbed over. Rory Colville advised you would need access for disabled 
persons. 
 
Roddy McCuish asked if a gate could be installed into the property next door 
 
The Chair advised that he was not happy dealing with  the outdoor drinking area at the 
present time but that the other aspects of the application could be considered.  
 
The Depute Clerkadvised that the Board could defer a decision in respect of the outdoor 
area at this meeting and  bring it back to a future meeting once a suitable means of escape 
had been sorted out. There would be no further variation fee for this.  
 
Lorna Douglas asked for more clarity on the off-sales to be sold. The applicant advised it 
would be craft beers in a fridge beside the bar. The fridge would be kept locked and it would 
only be staff who could open the fridge. 
 
To clarify, the Chair confirmed the addition of off-sales. He was happy to amend the 
children's conditions so that they could remain on the premises until 8.00pm if accompanied 
by an adult and having a meal. The outdoor area was to be continued to a Board Meeting at 
a future date. 
 
With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 
G. APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF A PERSONAL LICENCE 
 
1.  Ryan Chow, 3 The Coachhouse, Arden, Alexandria, G83 8RD 
 

Mr Chow was not present at the Hearing. It was confirmed that the recorded delivery letter 
notifying him of today’s hearing had been received. 
 
PC Alison Simpson referred to the letters of 27th April and 13th June from Police Scotland. 
 
Sandy Taylor asked the Police if it was known whether Mr Chow had been drinking at the 
time of the offence. The Police advised that   he had been working. 
 
The Chair asked the Police if the case was still pending. The Police replied that it was. 



 
The Chair moved to revoke the licence. With no-one being otherwise minded, this became 
the decision of the Board. 

 
H. REVIEW OF PERSONAL LICENCES 
 
The Depute Clerkadvised that evidence of the relevant refresher training had not been 
submitted from the Personal Licence Holders listed (Appendix 2). As a result, under Section 
87(3) of the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005, the licences required to be revoked. 
 
The Board agreed to revoke the personal licences. 
 
I. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
1. Report by the Clerk to the Board - Policy Statement and Legal Updates 
 

The Depute Clerk explained the report was principally for information purposes to bring 
Members up to date with recent changes. There is a requirement to update the Licensing 
Policy. 

 
The Chair suggested forming a small working group consisting of five members. It was 
agreed that five Members would be the Chair David Kinniburgh, Vice-Chair Rory Colville, 
Lorna Douglas, Sandy Taylor and Jean Moffat. 
 

J. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Licensing Board will be held on Tuesday 12th 
September 2017 at 11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        …………………………………………. 
               (Chair of Licensing Board) 

                                                                
                                                                                    


