
Minutes of the Argyll and Bute Licensing Board Meeting held 

on Tuesday 24th April 2018 at 11.00am within the Council 

Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

Present:- 

 

David Kinniburgh (Chair) 

Rory Colville (Vice-Chair) 

Roddy McCuish 

Jean Moffat 

Audrey Forrest 

Richard Trail 

Lorna Douglas 

 

In Attendance:- 

 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk to the Board 

Margaret MacLean, Admin Assistant 

Kelly Coffield, Licensing Assistant 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer 

Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer 

Sergeant Mairi Capaldi, Police Scotland 

Constable Alison Simpson, Police Scotland 

 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

 

         Apologies for absence were intimated by Robin Currie, Sandy Taylor and Gordon Blair. 

 

2.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

   

              Rory Colville declared an interest at Item 6(F). 

 

3.    APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

        The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th February 2018 were submitted and subsequently  

        approved. 

 

4. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PREMISES LICENCE 

 

(a) Ardardan Estate, Ardardan Walled Garden Nursery, Cardross, G82 5HD 

 

Sue Montgomery appeared. Ms Montgomery explained that this was an extension of the 

farm shop business due to the demand for off-sales. Ms Montgomery said there was also a 

demand for on-sales as she had received requests to hold various functions such as funerals; 

cheese and wine events and small parties. 

 



Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer confirmed that the premises had been operating 

under occasional licences which proved successful. 

 

Richard Trail thought the drawings of the area to be licensed were unclear. Raymond Park 

advised that it was only the hatched area on the plans that required to be licensed which 

was the tea-room, farm shop and patio area. 

 

Jean Moffat commented on the alcohol display area and noted that it was beside the 

entrance and wondered if this was the most suitable location. Ms Montgomery said that it 

could be moved beside the counter. 

 

Rory Colville asked Ms Montgomery if there would be marquees erected outside and she 

replied no as events would be within the premises only. 

 

The Chair noted that the premises would be closed on a Monday and enquired how this 

would work for funerals. Ms Montgomery stated that the premises would facilitate funeral 

teas. The Chair asked Mr Park if he was happy to leave the alcohol display area at the 

current location. Mr Park advised that it would be better to leave it where it was. 

 

Having considered the forgoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 
 

5. APPLICATION FOR GRANT OF A PROVISIONAL PREMISES LICENCE 

 

(a) Kebabish Curry House, 95-97 George Street, Oban, PA34 5NR 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant, Mr Chaudhry, 

who was also present. Mrs MacLeod explained that the premises, which had been licensed 

in the past, were popular and well established. Mrs MacLeod said that minor alterations had 

been made with the buffet area now downstairs. Mrs MacLeod confirmed that a personal 

licence application had been submitted for the premises managers post. Mrs MacLeod 

referred to the comments made by Building Standards regarding disabled access and stated 

that this was not an issue when the previous licence was in force and at that time had been 

accepted by Building Standards, therefore her client did not deem it necessary to apply 

further costs. 

The Chair asked if the staff toilets could be utilised as disabled toilets. Mrs MacLeod advised 

that they were in a separate area. 

 

Roddy McCuish fully supported the application and moved to grant as applied for. 

 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

 

6. APPLICATIONS FOR MAJOR VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE  

 

     (a)     Coast, 104 George Street, Oban, PA34 5NT 



The applicant, Nicola Fowler appeared and spoke to the terms of the application which 

sought to: add off-sales; amend the core hours for on-sales and to add wording to section 

5(f) of the operating plan. Ms Fowler advised that there was a demand for the slight increase 

to 11.00pm on a Sunday and found that drinking habits had changed as customers did not 

always consume a whole bottle of wine with the meal, therefore sought to take the opened 

container from the premises. 

Roddy McCuish said it was a well-run establishment and fully supported the application. 

The Chair moved to grant the application as applied for. 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

    (b)     Commodore Hotel, 112-117 West Clyde Street, Helensburgh, G84 8ER 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the 

terms of the application which sought to amend the terminal hour on Friday and Saturday 

evenings from 12 Midnight to 1.00am. Mrs MacLeod said this was a straightforward 

application as extended hours applications had been submitted regularly for various 

functions and these proved to be successful. Mrs MacLeod confirmed that her client was 

working with the Licensing Standards Officer to implement a noise management plan. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

     (c)     Corran Halls, Corran Esplanade, Oban, PA34 5AB 

Pat McCann, Business Operations Manager and Sharon McCuish, Senior Duty Officer 

appeared and spoke to the terms of the application which sought to add off-sales from 12 

Midday to 10.00pm and to include tastings at section 5(f) of the operating plan. Ms McCuish 

advised that the off-sales was to allow for tasting sessions which would enhance the 

customers’ experience and allow them to purchase a bottle. 

Roddy McCuish fully supported the application. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

    (d)      Glenbarr Stores, Glenbarr, Tarbert, PA29 6UT 

The applicant, Zofija Sloan appeared and spoke to the terms of the application which sought 

to: amend the description of the premises; extend the on-sales and off-sales terminal hour 

from 6.00pm to 7.00pm; to add delivery service including delivery of alcohol as an activity 

and to change the wording at section 5(f) of the operating plan. Ms Sloan explained that 

there was demand for a delivery service from the local caravan site and the extra hour 

would give her more time to carry out this activity as well as being able to stay open for the 

occasional function.  

Rory Colville thought there was a real demand for this type of service. 

The Chair asked Ms Sloan how often would the on-sales hours be used. Ms Sloan advised 

that she wanted to extend her business and thought that these hours would be more useful 

in the summer months. 

Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 

 



 

    (e)      Ledaig Distillery, Tobermory, Isle of Mull, PA75 6NR 

Peter Semple, Visitors Centre Manager, appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to 

the         terms of the application which sought to: amend the seasonal variation; add various 

activities; amend the wording at the children and young persons’ conditions; increase the 

capacity; amend the description of the premises and change the layout plan to include the 

external area. Mr Semple advised that there was a real tourism boom in Mull and the 

business wanted to make the most of this. Mr Semple explained that the lane in between 

the shop and the distillery would be used for tours, to start and finish there. The seasonal 

variation was amended in order to correlate with visitors needs throughout the year. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer, referred to his report (Appendix 1) which stated a 

form of wording for consideration regarding the proposed children and young persons’ 

conditions:  

‘Children and young persons will have access to the Visitor Centre facilities detailed in the 

premises layout plan but only when supervised by a responsible person aged 18 years or 

over.  No alcohol products will be sold, or free samples provided, to those under 18 years.  

All staff are fully trained and will ask for proof of age if they are unsure of the age of any 

child or young person’. 

Sergeant Mairi Capaldi, Police Scotland referred to her report (Appendix 2). 

Jean Moffat referred to the report and asked if ‘traffic management plan’ should have been 

stated on the report rather than ‘no traffic management’. Sergeant Capaldi explained that 

this term meant there would be no traffic at all when the lane was in use. 

Roddy McCuish said he fully supported the application. 

Richard Trail referred to the comment from Building Standards regarding inadequate toilet 

facilities as a result of the increased capacity. Mr Semple assured Mr Trail that extra toilets 

would be brought in to cover events. These events would be in the Courtyard for up to 200 

persons and adequate toilet facilities would be arranged.  

Rory Colville enquired about the traffic management plan. Mr Semple stated that this would 

be put in place. 

The Chair reverted back to the lane and asked whether vehicle access was possible. Mr 

Semple explained that it was not a through lane but led into the courtyard. Mr Semple 

added that traffic was minimal. 

The Chair moved to grant as per the wording from the Licensing Standards Officer regarding 

children and young persons and the implementation of a traffic management plan. 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

It was noted that Rory Colville declared an interest at Item 6(f) and left the meeting. 

 

 



 

    (f)      Oban Distillery, Stafford Street, Oban, PA34 5NH 

David Hossack, Solicitor, Glasgow appeared on behalf of the applicant and spoke to the 

terms of the application which sought to: amend on-sales to 10.00am to 11.00pm; amend 

off-sales to 10.00am to 10.00pm; vary the seasonal variation and include various activities at 

section 5(e) of the operating plan. Mr Hossack explained that Diageo were making major 

investments in visitor centres throughout Scotland. Mr Hossack said that evening tours 

would be offered including a wider range of activities and that the change in hours reflected 

the new change in the operation of the premises. Mr Hossack referred to the seasonal 

variation which was more suited to the premises and added that live performances such as 

folk music; jazz and celtic music would be occasional events as the main purpose of the 

premises was whisky tours. Mr Hossack proposed that the words ‘or special events’ be 

included in the children and young persons’ conditions. 

Richard Trail referred to the ‘special events’ and asked what type of events would be held. 

Mr Hossack advised that there would be music events such as jazz nights and this would 

allow families to attend these events. 

Richard Trail noted that the proposed commencement time was 10.00am. Susan Mair, 

Depute Clerk advised that this was acceptable for tours. 

The Chair referred to the seasonal variation. Ms Mair advised that the same seasonal 

variation was agreed for Lagavullin Distillery last year. 

Roddy McCuish understood the reason for it but he suggested to go with the Board’s Policy. 

The Chair advised that the seasonal variation for Lagavullin Distillery was approved due to 

ferry times and inclement weather. 

Mr Hossack stated that his client would accept either the same wording as Lagavullin 

Distillery or the standard wording. 

The Chair moved that the application be granted as per the applicant’s wording for the       

seasonal variation and the children and young persons’ conditions. 

With no-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

Rory Colville returned to the meeting. 

 

    (g)      Tayvallich Inn, Tayvallich, By Lochgilphead, PA31 8PL      

It was noted that the licence holder requested the application be continued to the June      

Licensing Board Meeting. 

               The Board agreed to continue the application. 

    (h)   The Machrie Hotel and Golf Links, Port Ellen, Isle of Islay, PA42 7AN 

Jane MacLeod, Solicitor, Lochgilphead appeared on behalf of the applicant. Anne Schaeflein 

Premises Manager was also present. Mrs MacLeod stated that her client wanted to amend 



layout plan; remove the seasonal variation; add theatre, films and outdoor drinking as 

activities; add wording to section 5(f) of the operation plan; change the wording at the 

children and young persons’ conditions and increase the capacity from 200 to 250. Mrs 

MacLeod explained that this was a well-known premises and internationally renowned and 

that a significant amount of money had been spent on refurbishment. Mrs MacLeod said 

that building works were incomplete, therefore no licence could be issued until the 

completion certificate was approved, which would probably be mid-June. Mrs MacLeod 

explained that this was a family friendly business and as people, tourists especially, tended 

to eat later and stay up later, her clients wanted more flexible operating hours including a 

terminal hour of 10.00pm for children and young persons for the external drinking area. Mrs 

MacLeod said it was a remote establishment thus no noise nuisance. 

Eric Dearie, Licensing Standards Officer referred to his report (Appendix 1) and advised that 

there is no provision in the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 for a guest to purchase alcohol, 

therefore he suggested the following amended wording at Section 5(f): 

‘At the discretion of the licensee, residents may purchase and consume, with any guest,    
               alcohol after the terminal hour’. 

 
Richard Trail referred to the proposed children and young persons’ conditions and asked if 

the  
word ‘parent’ be removed. Mr Dearie advised that he would normally suggest the following  
wording: ‘a responsible person aged 18 years or over’ therefore this was an oversight on his 
part. 

  
 Having considered the forgoing, the Board agreed to grant the application to include the  
               Licensing Standards Officers suggested wording regarding guests and the children and young  
               person’s conditions. 
 

(i)        Queens Hall, 9 Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7HH 
 
       Lorna Whyte, Area Manager and Pat McCann, Business Operations Manager appeared on  
              behalf of the applicant and spoke to the terms of the application which sought to: add off- 
              sales; include tastings; increase capacity from 1250 to1500 and to change the layout plan. 
Ms  
              Whyte explained that the premises had gone through a major refurbishment and was due to  
              open in July. The size of the building had significantly increased and now included a café and  
       function space.  
 
              Raymond Park, Licensing Standards Officer advised that the premises had been closed for  
              some time and had no issues with the application. 
 

Jean Moffat thought that this was similar to Item 6(c) and found no reason not to grant the 
application. 
 
Rory Colville enquired about the external drinking area. Ms Whyte stated this was a new 
patio area. Ms Whyte also advised that there was a soft play area. Mr Park referred to the 
layout plan and advised that this area would not be in use when functions were being held. 
 
Audrey Forrest said she fully supported the application. 
 



Having considered the foregoing, the Board agreed to grant the application as applied for. 
 

7. Application for Major Variation of Premises Licence (continued from previous meeting) 

 

(a) The Islay Frigate Hotel, Harbour Street, Tarbert, PA29 6UD 

Marion Atkinson appeared. Anne Horne was also present. Ms Atkinson requested 

clarification on what was considered at the previous Board Meeting as she was unable to 

appear and received conflicting information regarding the outcome. The Chair explained 

that the application was not refused but continued to allow the applicant more time to 

consider the application. 

Ms Atkinson spoke to the terms of the application which sought to vary the children and 

young persons’ conditions to allow them in the public bar. Ms Atkinson said it would not be 

convenient to cover the pool table when children and young persons were present as the 

board used for this, over hangs the pool table which made it dangerous. Ms Atkinson 

advised that families, sometimes with dogs, entered the premises and if the lounge was fully 

booked then she could not accommodate them. Ms Atkinson explained that the restaurant 

upstairs was bigger but she did not have the staff to open it in the quieter months. Ms 

Atkinson said she wanted to create a family friendly establishment and that locals and 

tourists were upset that children and young persons could not permitted. 

Anne Horne said she supported the application. Ms Horne advised there was a designated 

area with an alternative door for entry/exit therefore children and young persons would not 

require to pass the bar area. Ms Horne could not understand why there was a problem with 

the pool table as she thought this would have a positive impact by encouraging activities.  

Rory Colville referred to the Board’s Policy which states ‘family orientated premises’ 

therefore under individual circumstances similar applications had been granted in the past. 

Mr Colville enquired about the cocktail bar. Ms Atkinson advised that this was partly an 

office and a lounge. Mr Colville asked if the upstairs restaurant was not economically viable 

would it not be feasible to use the lounge rather than the public bar. Ms Atkinson advised 

that the public bar would be used purely for the overspill from the lounge which only had 14 

covers. 

Richard Trail wanted clarification regarding dogs and asked Ms Atkinson whether she 

intended serving food where dogs were present. She replied yes as there was no regulations 

relating to this. 

The Chair expressed his concerns and asked what percentage of trade related to tourism in 

the winter months. Ms Atkinson replied approximately 20%. The Chair stated that local trade 

was therefore 80% and wondered if she could adopt a policy whereby local families would 

be permitted in the lounge and adults could use the public bar. 

Ms Atkinson said that this would not work as the lounge was too small. If two families of six        

arrived  around the same time she would need to turn further customers away. 



Audrey Forrest thought that a public bar was not a suitable environment for children and    

young persons. 

Roddy McCuish referred to the Board’s Policy regarding the suitability of premises and the

 possibility of unsupervised access to pool tables. 

 Mr Park emphasised that the supervisory aspect was up to the management. 

Ms Atkinson said that families loved playing pool together and had concerns about covering 

the pool due to the overhang of the board. 

The Chair stated he had no issues with children and young persons’ playing pool but his 

concern was where the pool table was situated. 

Rory Colville stressed that it was a public bar, not a restaurant and asked Ms Atkinson how 

she was going to protect children and young persons’ from harm in such an environment. 

Ms Atkinson explained that she was present within the premises 17 hours every day with 

other members of her family. Ms Atkinson advised she had family games and events on a 

regular basis and keeping children and young persons’ from harm was of utmost 

importance. 

The Chair asked how many covers were in the public bar. Ms Atkinson replied 16 which was 

the total seating area. 

The Board adjourned to consider the application further. On resuming, the Chair moved that 

children and young persons would be permitted in the public bar for meals when the gaming 

machine and pool table were covered. 

With on-one else being otherwise minded, this became the decision of the Board. 

 

        8.   Application for Review of a Premises Licence 

       (a)   Commercial Bar, Argyll Street, Dunoon, PA23 7HA 

Susan Mair, Depute Clerk advised that the solicitor requested the application be continued            

until the June Board Meeting.  

The Board agreed to continue the application. 

 
 

    9.    Review of Personal Licences  
 
      The list of personal licence holders who had not undertaken the required refresher training 

within the prescribed timescale (Appendix 3) was noted and the Board agreed to revoke 
their personal licences. 
 

    
     10.    Any Other Business 



 
(a)   Personal Licence Training 

 
It was noted the Board agreed that personal licence holders will require to undertake the full  
training course after the 10 year period. 
 
 

      11.   Date of Next Meeting 
 

It was noted that the next meeting of the Licensing Board will be held on Tuesday 26th June 
2018 at 11.00am within the Council Chamber, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 

 

  

 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

(Chair) 

 

 

 


