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Welcome to Helensburgh and Lomond
Helensburgh and Lomond has a population of just under 26,000 with Helensburgh being the largest town in
Argyll and Bute.
Named after the wife of Sir James Colquhoun, owner of the land on which Helensburgh was built, in Victorian
times, it was said to be home to a quarter of the millionaires in Britain. It first became a popular holiday
destination in the 19th century after Henry Bell introduced the Comet, Europe’s first commercial steamship,
to the Glasgow to Helensburgh route.
Today, Helensburgh is a popular sea-side town and was cited in the Sunday Times 2017 list of the 12 best
places to live in Scotland. The criteria for selecting the top locations were based on jobs, exam results,
broadband speed, culture, community spirit and local shops.

Regeneration
Argyll and Bute Council has been leading considerable investment in
Helensburgh. Seven million pounds has already been spent
refurbishing East Clyde Street and the Town Centre. Local retailers
have been taking advantage of a local grant scheme to upgrade and
improve their shop fronts, continuing to make the town centre a
more attractive place for visitors and shoppers.
When Colquhoun Square was redesigned in 2015, an integral part of
its new look was the Outdoor Museum. Around 120 plinths have
been erected in the Square, largely as a means of directing the little
traffic which is allowed there. The long-term aim is that these
plinths will gradually be filled over the years with items or replicas of
items connected with Helensburgh's history and character.
So far around 15 plinths now have an assortment of artefacts or
artworks on them. The plinths themselves have been engraved with
both a description of the items and QR codes which can be scanned
for more information. Those on display to date are a very diverse
collection and include a puppet's head used by John Logie Baird in
his first television experiments, the ship's bell from Henry Bell's
paddle steamer "Comet", miniature shoes and butter pats (for
shaping butter). The square has won two design awards and been nominated for many more. A a budget has
been allocated to support the development of new artworks for the museum, the Outdoor Museum Arts
Strategy Fund. More information can be found at: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/outdoor-museum-grantapplication Three applications to this fund have been successful so far but remain in the initial stages of
development.
A fund of £17m has been announced to underpin redevelopment of the waterfront, which will include a new
leisure centre, including a swimming pool which is suitable for competitive and leisure swimming. There will
also be new and improved flood defences. Construction work begins in 2019.
A partnership between the community and the council is leading a £3.6m restoration of Argyll’s only urban
park. Hermitage Park’s refurbishment is supported by the council, Heritage Lottery Fund, MOD Covenant,
SUSTRANS and the War Memorial Trust. It will see key historic features restored, essential repair work
undertaken and construction of a Contemporary Passivhaus pavilion with café . This much-loved green space
will be a 21st century asset for Helensburgh residents and visitors alike by Summer 2019.

Helensburgh Waterfront Developments
Following a comprehensive
pre-planning public
consultation process, which
saw more than 1300
responses gathered,
requiring officers and
councillors to have more
time to examine and consider all of the views put
forward.
The central feature of the
project will be a new leisure
facility and swimming pool,
with associated parking and
coach drop-off, as well as
public realm works to meet
the needs of the local
community and attract day
visitors to the town.
Another key aspect of the project will be the improvement of the waterfront flood defences. The proposal also safeguards space for a potential future development of retail units, possible play park and skate park facilities, together
with improved landscaping at the waterfront.
Proposals for the new Helensburgh Waterfront were launched with an outline business case in 2008. With the existing pool nearing the end of its design life, the need for a new facility was recognised and the process to create
the new facility started. In 2017, Darnton B3 Architects were appointed to develop the design of the leisure facility
and swimming pool and the public realm areas, working with engineers from Argyll and Bute Council who designed the carpark and flood defences.

Things to do
Argyll and Bute’s visitor numbers are estimated to have been 2.757
million in 2017, an increase of 11.9% compared to 2016. Direct
expenditure was calculated at £341.62 million in 2017 for Argyll and
Bute, from 5.543 million visitor days. As Helensburgh is within daytrip
distance of the central belt, it is likely the case that the percentage of
visitors staying overnight in this area is far less than other sub regions
of Argyll and Bute. Day visitor numbers to Argyll and Bute were
estimated to be 1.146 million in 2017, compared to 1.032 million in
2016, this givers an increase of 11%. Visits to visitor attractions in
Argyll and Bute between Jan - October 2017 were up 6.3% compared
to the same period in 2016.
The key attractions within and near Helensburgh and Lomond are:
• Hill House - Helensburgh (12,150 visitors in 2018, a 57% drop on
2017, due to renovations)
• John Muir Way (approx. 6,000 users do the trail, end-end each
year)
• Argyll Forest Park, Arrochar (Estimated 151,538 visitors down
1.5% compared to 2017)
• Mackintosh Club
 The Tower Digital Arts Centre and Submarine Museum
 Hermitage Park (currently being renovated)
• Geilston Garden (12,110 visitors up 17% compared to 2017)
• Outdoor Museum, Colquhoun Square, Helensburgh
• Rhu Marina (235 deep water berths, 35 swinging moorings)
• Help for Heroes
• Argyll Sea Kayak Trail

Connections
Helensburgh is serviced by three train stations, linking it with the
central belt to the east and Oban and Fort William in the north
and west. The Caledonia sleeper provides a direct link between
Fort William and London, passing through Helensburgh Upper
railway station. There are also regular bus services to Glasgow as
well as local services.
Given its proximity to the Central Belt, Helensburgh has excellent
connectivity and broadband speeds. Superfast broadband has
been making its way to the area since 2015 with the Luss and
Arden exchanges scheduled to be upgraded and fibre enabled
July - December 2018.
Similarly mobile coverage in Helensburgh is good, with the
availability of 3G/4G coverage from the four major network
providers, depending on location and operator. Some of the
outlying areas of the ward don’t have as consistent coverage as
places closer to Helensburgh. Specific detail can be found at:
https://checker.ofcom.org.uk/mobile-coverage

Housing
The average house price in Argyll and Bute, as calculated by the Land
Registry of Scotland in December 2018 is £175,710.
There is a wide selection of properties, and building plots, to buy in
Helensburgh and Lomond ranging from small town flats to architectbuilt villas. Many of these homes benefit from sea, or loch, views and
are set in stunning countryside or situated close to local amenities
giving a choice between rural or town living.
The average house price in Helensburgh (as of June 2019) was
£230,505*. In Cardross, the average house price is £253,553 and in
Rhu, it is £274,375*.
Thanks to its links to the central belt and excellent access to services
and retail opportunities, like Waitrose, Helensburgh is a hot-spot for
property developers. The current plan for the Helensburgh and Lomond area allocates seven sites for housing developments with a capacity of between 48 and 300 units and a total capacity of 884
homes. Two of these sites have planning permission in principle and
have an indicative capacity for 303 units. Another two have detailed
consents for 171 units.
There are also two sites on Potential Development Areas which have planning consent for 235 units.
The next local development plan will run from 2020 and is seeking to make provision for 700 units for the
period 2020 -2030 in the Helensburgh and Lomond area.
*Zoopla

Demographics
Claimant count
Helensburgh Central has the third highest percentage unemployed in
Argyll and Bute at 3.5%, whereas Helensburgh and Lomond South is
the lowest at 0.9%. Table 1. below shows that there has been a
significant change in the percentage of claimants between 2018 and
2019, this is most likely due to the change to Universal Credit. The
latest figures (May 2019) show that Helensburgh Central currently has
2.6% of the working age population claiming unemployment benefits,
Helensburgh and Lomond south has 0.9% and Lomond North 1.5%.

Argyll and
Bute
Electoral
Ward

Helensburgh and Lomond
has seen a significant rise in
the number of people of
pensionable age, with an
increase of 644 individuals
between 2011 and 2016.
Residents of working age
have reduced by 445 over
the same period. The
number of children has also
dropped by 282 over the
period. Of all the electoral
wards in the area, Lomond
North (which includes
Garelochhead) has the
greatest population count at
10196 and the highest
percentage of adults of
working age (69.7%).
However, it also has the
lowest percentage of
children at 12.6%.
Helensburgh and Lomond
South has a considerably
higher percentage of
children at 19.8%.

May 2019
claimants
aged 16-64

May 2018
claimants
aged 16-64

May 2019
claimants as
a % of
residents
aged 16-64

May 2018
claimants
as a % of
residents
aged 16-64

Helensburgh

170

95

3.5

1.9

Helensburgh
& Lomond

45

30

0.9

0.6

Lomond

100

65

1.5

1.0

(Nomisweb.co.uk)

Employment rates. Over the three electoral wards of Helensburgh
and Lomond the percentage of people in employment has dropped
between 2016 and 2017. This change is not reflected in the number of
people in employment of Argyll and Bute as a whole and also that of
Scotland. The largest sector for employment in Helensburgh Central ,
whereas for Helensburgh and Lomond South it was education at 30%.
For Lomond North it was Business Administration at 33%.
Employment
count

2016

2017

Change

Per cent

Helensburgh
and Lomond

12,000

10,500

-1,500

-12

Argyll and
Bute

41,000

40,000

-1,000

-3

Scotland

2,586,000

2,589,000

+3,000

+0.1

(Nomisweb.co.uk)

Figures rounded up

About the community
Community Services and Access
There are 1,410 detailed postcode areas within the Helensburgh and
Lomond area. Of these, 212, or 14.9%, are within the most 20%
deprived in Scotland. These are located principally in Balloch,
Garelochead and parts of Helensburgh. The Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation is not always a very good measure of rural deprivation,
given that rural poverty and incidences of relative deprivation are not
always spatially concentrated. Although 14% of datazones are
amongst the most 20% deprived in Scotland, this is still a slightly lower
proportion than the all Scotland average.

Faslane - our largest
employer
In 2017 6,700 directly
employed by 2022 with the
Maritime Change Programme
there will be 8,200 directly
employed. All of the 3,400
non-military staff live within
commuting distance of the

Schools

Business opportunities

There are eight non-denominational primary schools, one Roman
Catholic primary and a purpose-built school for pupils with Complex
Additional Support Needs aged from from 5 to 18. The size of the
school ranges from Luss Primary, which has around 12 pupils on its
role, to Hermitage Primary, which has 400.

There are opportunities to
establish new businesses in
Craigendoran, Rosneath and
at Rhu Marina. There is also a
good range of businesses for
sale within Helensburgh and
Lomond.
There is an exciting and
growing food and drink
sector in Helensburgh with
several award-winning
establishments.
These range from a small,
artisan bakery to a four star
hotel.
As with the rest of Argyll and
Bute, forestry is a key
industry in the Helensburgh

Hermitage Academy, the largest secondary school in Argyll and Bute, is
located in the town of Helensburgh providing non-denominational,
comprehensive secondary education for pupils from S1 to S6. The
catchment area includes the town of Helensburgh and the villages of
Cardross, Rhu, Shandon, Garelochhead, Clynder, Rosneath, Kilcreggan,
Arrochar, Tarbet and Luss. There are around 1300 pupils on its role
and Schoolguide.go.uk gives it a five star rating.
Our Lady and St Patrick’s High School, in Dumbarton, is a Roman
Catholic Secondary School serving the catchment area of Helensburgh
and Lomond and provides secondary education for S1-S6.
There is also an independent school, Lomond School, in Helensburgh
which caters for children aged 3 – 18. It is a day and boarding school
with weekly and term time boarding available for ages 10 upwards.

Argyll College UHI
Argyll College is part of a network of colleges across Scotland which make up the University of the Highlands
and Islands. More information on Argyll College can be found here: https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/
Argyll College has various education centres located across the region:
•
Helensburgh
•
Oban
•
Lochgilphead
•
Dunoon
•
Tobermory
•
Rothesay
•
Campbeltown •
Islay
Current course provision closely aligns with the skillsets required by local employers, which is flexible to
accommodate the needs of any incoming and new employers to the area.

Subject areas currently covered include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Science, Technology, Engineering and Construction
Business and Computing
Land Based Industries
Health & Social Care and Education
Catering & Hospitality
Sport & Fitness and Maritime
Creative Industries
The Humanities
Beauty, Care and Make Up

The college offers a range of study modes: evening, full time, part time, online and open Learning.

Local councillors and wards
Helensburgh and Lomond

Lomond North

David Kinniburgh

Barbara Morgan

Conservative
Policy Lead for Planning and Regulatory
Services
David.kinniburgh@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Conservative
Argyll and Bute Forces Champion
Barbara. morgan@argyllbute.gov.uk

Ellen Morton

Iain Shonny Paterson

Liberal Democrats
Policy Lead for Roads and Amenity
Services
Ellen.morton@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Scottish National Party
IainShonny.Paterson@argyllbute.gov.uk

Richard Trail
Scottish National Party
Richard.trail@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Helensburgh Central
Gary Mulvaney
Deputy Leader of the Council
Policy Lead for Strategic Finance and
Capital Regeneration Programme
Gary.mulvaney@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Lorna Douglas
Scottish National Party
Lorna.douglas@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Aileen Morton
Liberal Democrats
Leader of the Council
Policy Lead for Economic Development
Aileen.morton@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Graham Archibald Hardie
Liberal Democrats
Children’s Champion –Helensburgh and
Lomond
GrahamArchibald.Hardie@argyllbute.gov.uk

George Freeman
Independent
George.freeman@argyllbute.gov.uk

