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The Argyll and Bute Corporate Parenting Board      
provides leadership and direction to the Corporate 
Parents of Argyll and Bute in working together to 
improve the outcomes and maximise the life op-
portunities for all our care experienced children 
and young people. 

 

Cllr Devon welcomes you to the November 2018,  Argyll and Bute’s 
Corporate Parenting Board Newsletter.   

 

   

 

My name is Graham Hardie and I am  

46, married and live in Cardross.  I have 
been one of the local councillors for the 
ward of Helensburgh Central since May 
2017.  

 

 

In life I have a degree from Glasgow University in Sociology and Social Work, I have done various jobs 
including: Youth Worker, Shop Assistant, Barman, Teacher of English in Romania, a DJ, Support Worker 
for the Disabled, and a gardener.   Also while at University I volunteered with The Clydebank East 
Young Persons Befriending Scheme for three years.  

In my spare time I like to go sailing, play golf, hill walking and read.  Over the years I have written and 
published many poems and I now review books of poems for “The London Grip” an online arts and   
literature magazine.   

As a Children Champion for Argyll and Bute I have two main priorities: -  

1) Get free access to leisure facilities for children with lived care experience and  

2) Allow children with lived care experience free access to buses and discounts on trains through a 
concessionary card scheme.  

I am presently working on these two priorities at the moment. I look forward to meeting you all soon. 
Graham  
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Who Cares? Scotland is a professional independent advocacy service for young people with experience of 

care in Argyll & Bute.  That means we can support and help young people to tell decision makers what the 

young people themselves would like them to hear.  We can attend review meetings, Children’s Panel meet-

ings and any other meetings, either with or on behalf of young people, and tell these meetings the views 

and opinions of the young people.  We can tell social work services, carers and staff things that the young 

people are happy with, not so chuffed about, and things they agree with, disagree with and things that 

young people think should be changed in order to make their lives better. 

This service for young people is confidential and we will only pass on the views and opinions of young peo-

ple if they give us permission to do so. (with the usual child protection safeguards still being in place).  

Our service in Argyll & Bute also offers young people the chance to take part in some fun activities.  Even if 

the young people do not have any views or opinions they would like us to share for them at any time, they 

can still have the chance to take part in some of our fun events. 

 

Our fun events include a massive summer camp week where we all enjoy loads of games, swimming in a 

river, eating BBQ food and having a laugh.  We also have a fun filled festival in October that is great to at-

tend.  We have events over Christmas and we celebrate Care day every February with more fun filled events 

and a huge ceilidh dance at a grand hall in Glasgow. 

And all aspects of our service is FREE to care experienced young people in Argyll & Bute! 

For more details on any of the above please contact any of the numbers below: 

Heather Nailard – 07769 325 000   Pamela Hynes  – 07738 194 679  Jamie McAnally – 07712 870 328 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Winners  

Who Cares ? Scotland  

                                                                      

https://www.whocaresscotland.org/ 

https://charityawards.co.uk/overall-award-for-excellence-winner-who-cares-scotland/
https://charityawards.co.uk/
https://www.whocaresscotland.org/


  

 

 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

So it started off when I was put in care 
Co's nobody that said they loved me Really cared. 

2 different mums 2 different dad's you'll think am crazy but it drove me mad. 
One set couldn't have me, the other set chose to leave me. 

I was alone, but you never heard me moan. 
I cried at night, cos I was afraid to turn of the light. 

the flashbacks the memories the reality of being me. 
People laughed people stared but no one knew that I was scared. 

The scars on my body was my trying to be somebody.  
The razor was my only friend, when the night came to an end. 

I like to paint but there is a twist.. 
The paintbrush is a razor. 

The canvas is my wrist. 
The blood dripping from my wrist, please mummy I just wanted a cuddle and 

kiss. 
The room is closing in on me, please daddy why couldn't you be there for me. 

Brother I tried my best, to keep you away from the neds. Can't you see I'm trying 
to protect you from what I used to be. 

Sisters, we've never met, but my little princess's I'll see you someday even if it's 
in heaven I promise you I'll hold you on the right day.  

Friends of mine, don't be sad it's my time. Though good times and bad, I hope 
your not sad.  

So it's my time to say goodbye and my time to fly, just cuddle your pillow tighter 
and you'll become a fighter. I couldn't be that strong girl as my life became a big 
nasty tornado swirl. When I'm gone I'm not really gone, all be the star up in the 
sky brightest at night when you want to cry. I love you all but my life has became 

a long and dark fall.  

                                                                                        

                                                                                    Your girl Chloe X 

 

 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
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* POEM FROM OUR CARE EXPERIENCED YOUNG PERSON * 
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Dunclutha Children’s Home was awarded very goods across all quality themes after a thorough in-

spection by the Care Inspectorate.   

Evidence of participation from young people and partnership agencies is becoming increasing im-

portant resulting in the need for staff to continually evolve their practice to meet the needs of the 

young person or particular situation. 

I am pleased to report the level of participation in conjunction with young people was evident in all 

aspects of paperwork inspected, demonstrating a proactive, needs led approach with a clear goal 

to support our young people to reach their full potential and become intragyral parts within our 

communities. 

The amount of young people who are accommodated and attend mainstream education is disap-

pointingly low, however Dunclutha was commended on the excellent links formed and maintained 

with Dunoon Grammar School, giving opportunities to young people to gain further knowledge 

and experience to enrich their lives in the future.  

The desire for all our young people to achieve best outcomes is evident in the great work the 

whole team continue to invest, this was clear to the inspectorate during her visit and reflected in 

our grades. 

Donna McGivern  
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Finally, I hope you have enjoyed the Newsletter , if you have any ideas to improve it let us know by e-mailing                                                                         

Fiona.Hughes-Murangiri@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

Or , if you  would like the Corporate Parenting Board to visit  you we want to hear from you. 

Councillor Mary Jean Devon  

************************************************ 
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