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Welcome to Argyll and Bute’s Corporate Parenting Board  
newsletter.  The  Corporate Parenting Board has been set 
up to ensure that we are constantly improving the lives of 
children and young people looked after by the local   au-
thority.  Each Newsletter we tell you a little about a member 
of the Corporate  Parenting Board.   

 

 

All Local Authorities in Scotland have a duty in respect of looked after children, these duties are laid down by Acts of 
Parliament, the most recent being the Young People (Scotland) Act 2014.    Argyll & Bute Council takes its role ex-
tremely seriously and has created four Children’s Champions from the four different areas of Argyll &Bute.  These 
Children’s Champions are Councilor's who sit on the Council’s Corporate Parenting Board and are signed up Corpo-
rate Parents as have other Cllrs. and staff within the Council.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

An email from “Who Cares?” dropped into my inbox back in November last year with exciting news that they would 
send two care experienced young people from Scotland who were bright, confident and hardworking to Harvard 
University in Boston, America where they would attend a Summer School scholarship programme for seven weeks. 
Upon receipt of this email Elina popped into my mind. I knew that Elina was a hardworking and driven young person 
who would use this opportunity to the max so quickly contacted her to see if this was something she would be inter-
ested in. Initially Elina had some reservations worrying about how she would cope away from home but as soon as 
we started to discuss what Harvard and Boston had to offer this quickly disappeared and her anxiety turned to ex-
citement. We completed the application form and sent it away hoping at the very least Elina would be offered an 
interview. A few weeks later Elina was invited to Glasgow to interview for one of the positions. Another week 
passed and driving home from work I missed a call from Elina, seconds later a text came through “Hello, I have fab 

news! I got the scholarship for Harvard ”. Not being able to contain my excitement I called her straight away! 
Elina’s response to me was “I can’t believe it, I can’t believe it, I am going to Harvard! We let out excited screams 
and became a little emotional, what an opportunity for this amazing young person. It was a very competitive pro-
cess and the Who Cares? organisers had been very impressed by Elina.  
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Coincidentally I had already booked my annual summer holiday to Boston to visit my family. When I told Elina 
and her carers that I would be out in Boston for two weeks during her seven week trip they appeared relieved 
and Elina excited.  Elina and I arranged to meet for lunch in Boston and some sightseeing that way I could check 
in with her, give her an update on her sibling and also just provide a familiar face from home.  

On 17th June 2017 All of Elina’s foster family took her up to the airport. It 
was an emotional farewell from all the family as Elina embarked on her ex-
cellent adventure.   

 

With the exception of a few teething problems with her student accommo-
dation Elina quickly settled in to university life in Boston. She would facetime 
her foster family each day often sitting under 
beautiful trees on the Harvard lawns with 
squirrels running around in the background 
(just like something from the movies). Elina 
quickly made new friends and was enjoying 
her classes. She spent the first few weeks be-

fore I arrived becoming familiar with her new environment.  I arrived in Boston 
on 27th June and messaged Elina to let her know. We arranged to meet outside 
the Christmas Shop at Quincy Market hall on the Tuesday. I advised her that I 
would come armed with lots of little comforts from home, her favourite crisps 
and sweets and some important news from home that she had been anxiously 
awaiting.  Oh and not forgetting the twinkling fairy lights to make her room feel a 
little more homely. 

 

 

Approaching Faneuil Hall there she was, browsing through the Christmas baubles 
looking relaxed and confident in her new environment. Having spoken to her carer 
Amanda before I left for Boston she had advised that Elina’s pallet did not really ap-
preciate the fine cuisine on offer at Harvard.  So we headed to Quincey Market to fill 
our tummies with the best cuisine that Boston had to offer. Lobster rolls, Boston 
beans, Boston “Chowda”, Mike’s World Famous Cannoli’s and a Chinese for Elina, 
those crisps and sweets would come in handy later when she was back at her dorm 
room. During dinner Elina kept looking at me and laughing when I asked her why 
she said that she was so glad to see a familiar face in a place which was still so new 
and different to her life back        home.  She found it comforting knowing that she 
had someone in the same place as her during the first few weeks when she was try-
ing to find her feet in this new place. Someone who was able to check in on her and 
make sure she was okay.  

 

 

 

 

Quincy Market Hall  

At the water fountains  

In the departure lounge 



  

After Dinner we spent the rest of the day strolling around Boston taking photo-

graphs of the stunning historic buildings a young budding architects dream. Elina 

was able to introduce me to the world of architecture showing me the most his-

toric buildings up close telling me about the designers and the vision behind 

them, all of her learning from Harvard.  

Elina had planned a whale watching tour with her new friends the following day 

so we wandered down to the harbour to find the boat 

she would be sailing on.  The harbour at night was magi-

cal. We sat down at the front looking over the peaceful 

Charles River with the hustle bustle of Boston city life at 

our back.  Before returning to Harvard Elina and I walked 

through the city water fountains trying our best, but failing miserably to avoid the 

sprays from the jets.  

Our fun filled day with pretty sights and amazing food came to an  end when the 

thunder clouds and fork lightening filled the sky and the biggest thunderstorm of the 

summer hit Boston. The rain bounced off the pavements as Elina and I ran for shel-

ter.  We laughed at our attempts to keep dry but instead running through huge pud-

dles in light summer clothing and summer sandals. Thoroughly soaked we made it 

to the subway station and headed back home arranging to meet in a week.  

A week later Elina and I met at the Christmas shop again, I brought some more 

goodies for her to stock up her accommodation with and we headed to a nearby 

restaurant for some good food. Choosing to sit outside we caught up on Elina’s 

whale watching trip, the huge pile of course work that she had, her mid-term 

studying preparation and the all-important English grade she needed to attend 

Glasgow School of Art to study architecture when she returned to Scotland.  We 

sat in the sun and watched the world go by listening to the street performers 

and even had a little dance to the music. We had a look around the quirky      

market stalls and walked down to the Harbour to take in the pretty sights again. 

We ended our day with a walk to America’s oldest public park, The Boston Common. We took some more pho-
tographs before heading onto the subway Elina heading back to Harvard. Saying goodbye I watched her walk 
towards her train. No longer a girl faced with lots of adversity in her life but a young woman, confident and 
secure with a bright and promising future. Here she was in a different country on her own and making it. A real 
success! 
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Elina and  I Walking  around 
Faneuil Hall  

Christopher Columbas Statue at 
Columbas Park  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Shellach View opened 21 years ago and we thought it would be appropriate to 

mark the occasion with a celebration involving the young people and staff, past and 

present. Young person Cairon kindly agreed to help in the organisation of the 

event. Since the first admission on the 14th February 2006, we have welcomed over 

220 young people into Shellach View and were delighted that some of those young 

people were able to attend and join in the celebrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were also pleased to be joined by both current and previous members of staff, some of whom were present 

on the opening day 21 long years ago! 

The celebration was opened by organiser Kirsty MacKenzie, after which Billy Moore gave a short presentation 

on the exiting changes proposed for Residential Child Care. Guests had the opportunity to see old photographs, 

a timeline of Residential Child Care in Scotland and to spend time sharing memories of Shellach View. 

The day was enjoyed by all with lots of cake, face painting, reminiscing and persuading Cleland to spend mon-

ey! Fortunately no arrests were made by our young Police rookie, Lizzie!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to all who attended this special day and particularly to our young people! 
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https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/chord/oban-bayharbour-community-engagement
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Finally, I hope you have enjoyed the Newsletter , if you have any ideas to improve it let us know by e-mailing                                                                         

Fiona.Hughes-Murangiri@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

Or , if you  would like the Corporate Parenting Board to visit  you we want to hear from you. 

Councillor Mary Jean Devon  

************************************************ 

I was in SV for a long time and benefited from it a lot….. I had good bonds with all the staff and feel they were a 

great help for me.  It was like a second family and they are all very caring and kind.  

Shellach View helped me become the person I am today and I thank them for all the opportunities the provided me 
with and all the support they are still giving me.                                                                               

Cairon McLuckie  

Learned so much during my time at Shel-

lach View.  Looking forward to learning 

more from all young people and staff.  

Good times and laughs always…………                                                         

Ann Martin :) 

  

Shellach View was blessed in 2007 when I arrived!  Look-

ing back some amazing times in here and all the staff were 

brilliant !  I’m doing good and not in jail so you’s must of 

done something right!  

Thank you for being a big part of my life!       

Lizzie xxx 

I lived here for a year and a half And it was the 

Best time I ever had Being in SV. You’s have all 

made me the person I am today.  Thanks you 

to all the staff that Looked after me. X     

Katherine Grant  

 

Lived here for 3 years!!!! Love it here and 

still love it every day in my life Thank 

you SV for giving me a life                              

Gian Bove      

 

 


