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Welcome to Campbeltown and Kintyre 

Campbeltown, one of the largest towns in Argyll, sits at the end of the Kintyre Peninsula, sheltered by Davaar 
Island and the surrounding hills of Bengullion and Knockscalbert. 

This is a town with a proud history and high ambitions. It made its mark on the world in the Victorian era  
with thriving ship building, fishing and whisky industries. Today whisky, and now gin, continues to play an 
important part in taking local brands to the global market, and as the community moves with the times, 
tourism, aquaculture, and renewable energy are 21st century industries in which Campbeltown is excelling. 

Regeneration 
Campbeltown town centre has been transformed in recent years following significant investment from the 
private, public and third sectors. 

Major infrastructure projects include: 

 The Kintyre Renewables Hub and Campbeltown Infrastructure Improvements.  A £12 million 
investment to support industries including; renewables, timber, marine aquaculture and fishing.  This 
involved work to the New Quay and Old Pier and a number of road improvements. 

 New social housing – over 100 new homes. 
 Public realm improvements on Kinloch Road and Hall Street. 
 An enhanced berthing facility costing over £1.5 m 
Other projects includes a new leisure centre, high school, police station and dental surgery. 

An initial investment of £200,000 from Argyll and Bute Council in 2007 led to over £10 million of repairs to 
historic buildings, revitalising the town centre and creating 
opportunities for investment. The work has been carried out via 
two Conservation Area Regeneration Schemes (CARS) and a 
Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI). The main funders include; The 
Council, Historic Environment Scotland, Heritage Lottery Fund, Big 
Lottery Fund, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and Argyll and the 
Islands LEADER. 

Between 2007 and 2019, 157 repair grants totalling £3.2 million 
were awarded, leading to repairs to over 40 buildings with over 
2000 square metres of vacant floorspace back into use.  The 
majority of the work has been carried out by local contractors who 
have benefited from traditional skills training courses, delivered in 
Campbeltown via the CARS and THI. To raise awareness of the 
historic environment over 40 community events and initiatives 
were delivered, engaging over 3000 people. 

Key buildings brought back into use included the A-listed 
Campbeltown Town Hall, now in community ownership, used for 
functions, conferences and weddings. In recent years the focus has 
been on repairs to tenement buildings. This has helped to 
safeguard existing businesses, jobs and homes whilst creating 
opportunities for investment. 

In addition to this the grade `A’ listed Picture House was restored 
at a cost of £3 million creating an `atmospheric cinema’ with 
contemporary facilities.  The venue can now operate successfully 
as sustainable community-based business. 

 

 



Things to do 

Campbeltown is full of character, with boats coming and going and 
streets packed with shops, cafés and restaurants, not to mention three 
distilleries (Glen Scotia, Springbank and Glengyle), and a Heritage 
Centre. 

Its A-listed ‘Wee Picture House’ is one of earliest surviving purpose- 
built cinemas in the UK. Lovingly restored to its former glory, but with 
modern accessibility and comfort, it is now showing the latest film 
releases. 

There are lots of events and festivals in Campbeltown and Kintyre, so 
whether you enjoy music, adventure sports, food and drink or sailing, 
there’s something for you. Kintyre also packs in three of Scotland’s 
best links golf courses within 20 miles, and its quiet roads are great for 
cycling and walking. 

To the west of Campbeltown lies Machrihanish, a holiday village with 
miles and miles of sandy beaches, and the home to one of Scotland’s 
finest golf courses. To the east of the loch is Davaar Island, famous for 
the rock cave bearing an El Greco like Crucifixion painting, by Alistair 
Mackinnon, dating from 1887. To the south of Campbeltown, at 
Southend, is St Columba’s Chapel, with the footprints of the saint who 
brought Christianity to northern Scotland, etched into the rock. It’s 
from here he stood and gazed at Ireland. And eight miles further south 
on the peninsula is the rock extremity of the Mull of Kintyre. 

Exploring the area can feel like another world, where clear waters, 
warmed by the Gulf Stream, lap the shores of numerous deserted 
sandy beaches. The West side of the peninsula is often pounded by 
Atlantic breakers, making it a magnet for experienced surfers. 

The fishing village of Tarbert sits to the north where the peninsula is 
joined to the Argyll mainland by a narrow isthmus. And sitting three 
miles west of Kintyre, the enchanting community-owned Isle of Gigha.  



Connections 

Campbeltown is well-connected to the Scottish Central belt by air and 
road, and to Northern Ireland and Ayrshire by sea. There are two 
scheduled flights between Campbeltown Airport and Glasgow Airport 
each day, from Monday to Friday. There are four buses each day 
between Glasgow and Campbeltown, one going between Glasgow 
Airport in each direction. 

The Kintyre Express passenger ferry makes daily sailings between 
Campbeltown and Ballycastle, Northern Ireland, from Easter until 
September. There are weekend sailings between Campbeltown and 
Ardrossan, in Ayrshire, calling at the Isle of Arran on Saturday, from 
April to September. 

Housing 

The average house price in Argyll and Bute, as calculated by the Land Registry of Scotland in October 2017 is 
£165,862. 

There is a wide selection of properties, and building plots, to buy on the Kintyre peninsula ranging from small 
town flats to traditional farmhouses with outbuildings and acreage. Many of these homes benefit from sea, 
or loch, views.  

Campbeltown, with an overall average price of £79,559 (2019) was cheaper than nearby Tarbert (£170,025). 

Overall sold prices in Campbeltown over the last year (2018) were 21% down on the previous year and 22% 
down on the 2011 level of £101,787 (www.rightmove.co.uk). 

Social and privately rented housing is available in the Campbeltown area through the Home Argyll website. 



Demographics 

Unemployment/employment 

(June 2019) 

 Argyll unemployment rate 
2.6% (as a percentage of 
working age population*). 

 South Kintyre unemployment 
rate 3.9% (*). 

 Kintyre and the islands 
unemployment rate 01.4%(*). 

 Economic activity rate 79% 

 Employment rate 76.5% 

 % of economically inactive 
who want a job (Argyll) 12.6 

Kintyre Trail population 

2959 in 1327 households 

Campbeltown population 

4857 in 2456 households 

(2011 census) 

Skills (at June 2019)(Campbeltown travel to work area) 

% all in employment who are—1: managers, directors and 
senior officials 

8.1 

% all in employment who are—2: professional occupations 18 

% all in employment who are—4: administrative and  
secretarial occupations 

7.7 

% all in employment who are in 5: skilled trades occupations  33 

% all in employment who are in 6: caring, leisure and other 

service occupations 

11.5 

% all in employment who are in 8: process, plant and  

machinery 

8.9 

% all in employment who are in 9: elementary occupations 9.2 



About the community 

Businesses by type and size in the Campbeltown travel to work area (June 2019) 

Industry 
Total 

Micro  

(0-9) 

Small 

(10-49) 

Med 

(50-249) 

Large 

(250+) 

1: Agriculture, forestry and fishing 145 145 0 0 0 

2: Mining, quarrying and utilities 0 0 0 0 0 

3: Manufacturing 20 15 0 0 0 

4: Construction 30 25 5 0 0 

5: Motor trades 5 5 0 0 0 

6: Wholesale 15 10 5 0 0 

7: Retail 35 30 0 0 0 

8: Transport and storage (inc. postal) 15 10 5 5 0 

9: Accommodation and food services 35 30 5 0 0 

10: Information and communication 10 10 0 0 0 

11: Financial and insurance 5 0 0 0 0 

12: Property 5 5 0 0 0 

13: Professional, scientific and technical 25 20 0 0 0 

14: Business administration and support services 10 10 0 0 0 

15: Public administration and defence 0 0 0 0 0 

16: Education 0 0 0 0 0 

17: Health 5 5 5 0 0 

18: Arts, entertainment, recreation and other  
services 

25 25 0 0 0 

Column Total (figures rounded up to nearest five. Those 

under three may not show in columns) 
385 345 30 5 0 



Argyll College UHI 

Argyll College is part of a network of colleges across Scotland which make up the University of the Highlands 
and Islands. More information on Argyll College can be found here: https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk/ 

Argyll College has various education centres located across the region: 

 • Helensburgh   • Oban 

 • Lochgilphead  • Dunoon 

• Tobermory  • Rothesay 

 • Campbeltown  • Islay 

Current course provision closely aligns with the skillsets required by local employers, which is flexible to 
accommodate the needs of any incoming and new employers to the area. 

Subject areas currently covered include: 

 • Science, Technology, Engineering and Construction  

 • Business and Computing 

 • Land Based Industries 

 • Health & Social Care and Education 

 • Catering & Hospitality 

 • Sport & Fitness and Maritime 

 • Creative Industries 

 • The Humanities  

 • Beauty, Care and Make Up 

The college offers a range of study modes: evening, full time, part time, online and open Learning. 



Local councillors and wards 

South Kintyre 
John Armour 

Scottish National Party 

John.armour@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Rory Colville 

Liberal Democrats 

Policy Lead for Corporate Services 

Rory.colville@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 

Donald Kelly 

Conservative 

Donald.kelly2@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 

Kintyre and the Islands 
Anne Horn 

Scottish National Party 

Children’s Champion—Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands 

Anne.horn@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Robin Currie 

Liberal Democrats 

Policy Lead for Communities, Housing, Islands and Gaelic 

Robin.currie@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Alistair Redman 

Conservative 

alistair.redman@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 


